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12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Ven. Pœmen the Great (ca. 450). Hieromartyr 
Kuksha and Ven. Pimen (Pœmen) of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—12th c.). St. Hosius the 
Confessor, Bishop of Córdoba (359). St. Liberius, Pope of Rome (366). Ven. Pœmen of Palestine 
(ca. 602). Martyr Anthusa. Ven. Savva of Benephali. St. Cæsarius, Bishop of Arles 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
EPISTLE:                     Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom      GOSPEL:                                                               

1 Corinthians 15:1-11                                                      Matthew 19:16-26 
______________________________________________________________________ 
_________ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ____ _________ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ____ _________ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _______ ______ _______ _____       

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!    GLORY FOREVER! 
 

**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK** 
In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,  

and on the Center Icon Table are donated by St. George Orthodox Church!   
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Altar Vigil Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuovo in Loving Memory 
 of Thy Departed Servants of his family. May their memory be eternal.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY: 
St. George Orthodox Church    

 

WELCOME TO ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH 
We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are 
visiting with us here at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish 
Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that 
your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to 
pray with our parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open 
Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in the Divine 
Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves 
through prayer and fasting may receive Holy Communion. May the Lord bless you with 
many years of good health and happiness. 
 

http://www.stgeorgebuffalo.com/
mailto:jvansuch@hotmail.com
mailto:boris.kuvshinoff@gmail.com


HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY 
 

Troparion  for The Resurrection – Tone 3 
 

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord 
has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down 
death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He 
has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to 
the world// great mercy. 

 

Troparion for The Venerable Father Pimen— Tone 3 
 

By a flood of tears thou didst make the desert fertile, and thy 
longing for God brought forth fruits in abundance. By the 
radiance of miracles thou didst illumine the whole 
universe.// Our holy Father Pimen, pray to Christ our God 
to save our souls! 

 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

Kontakion for The Resurrection — Tone 3 
 

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, 
leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults 
as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they 
unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 

 
 
 
 
 

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
 

Steadfast Protectress    Tone 6       
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before 
the Creator.  Despise not the entreating cry of us sinners, but 
in Your Goodness come speedily to help us who call on You 
in faith!  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, 
O Theotokos!! For You always protect those who honor You! 
 
 
 
 
 

PROKEMEINON   Tone 3 
 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our 
King, sing praises!  
 

      v. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! 

 
 

ALLELUIA VERSES 
 

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame!  

Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! 

 
 
 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS 
 

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most 
pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the 
Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the 
Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, 
true Theotokos, we magnify You!  
 
 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia! 



EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY 

 

 

Brethren: 
 

Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I 
preached to you, which also you received and in which you 
stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that 
word which I preached to you – unless you believed in vain. 
 
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and 
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by 
Cephas, then by the twelve. 
 
After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at 
once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but 
some have fallen asleep. After that He was seen by James, 
then by all the apostles. 
 
Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out 
of due time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not 
worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 
 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly 
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with 
me. Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so 
you believed. 
 

 

GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY 

 

 

LET US ATTEND: 
 

Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, 
what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 
So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is 
good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, 
keep the commandments.” 
 
He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall not 
murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not 
steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ’Honor your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ “  The young man said to Him, “All these things I 
have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 
 
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man 
heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I 
say to you that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom 
of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
the kingdom of God. 
 
When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, 
saying, “Who then can be saved?” 
 
But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is 
impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 



========================================================= 

= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = = 
 

 

PLEASE VISIT THE OCA WEBSITE FOR THE DAILY SCRIPTURE 

READINGS….www.oca.org  
========================================================= 

 
 
THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES  
 

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 27, 2023  
 

The Hours – 9:10 AM     Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM  
  
Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy!  

 

The Feast of The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 

  
Monday August 28, 2023                                         
Great Vespers with Litiya - 6:00 PM     
   
Healing Prayer Service in honor of St. Nektarios - 7:00 PM 
 
 
Tuesday August 29, 2023 

Divine Liturgy followed by Memorial Litia 9:00 AM  
 

 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 2023  

Great Vespers– 4:00 PM 

 

 
 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 3, 2023  
 

The Hours – 9:10 AM     Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM  
  
Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy!  

 

THE SERVICE FOR THE BLESSING OF THE MARRIAGE OF LASHA AND MEGI 

 

      
If anyone has any questions about fasting or restrictions when hosting 
coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason and he will help you and guide you! 

 

When hosting coffee hour, please check the refrigerators in the Parish 
Fellowship Hall the week before we are histing to see what supplies we 

will/may need.   
 

We will also be using real coffee cups for coffee hour.  If anyone needs 
assistance with cleaning them or using the dishwasher following Coffee Hour, 

please see or contact Mat. Katia. 
 

If there is no host for coffee hour,  
then we will not have coffee hour on that particular Sunday.  

 
If anyone would like to host coffee hour or has any questions regarding one’s 

preparations for Coffee Hour, please see or contact Mat. Fran 
(610.698.1666/frances.vansuch@yahoo.com) 

 
 

**We have 6 available Sundays in 2023!** 
 

 
 

 
FIND YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME  

In The Orthodox Christian Church 
SATURDAY Great Vespers 4:00 PM 

SUNDAY Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM (Sept-May) 
                                                         9:30 AM (May-September) 

~ All are Welcome ~  
Do we have questions about our life, its meaning, purpose, destiny? 

Are we desiring to know Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God? 
Are we seeking forgiveness, healing, and wholeness? 

Do we wonder where to go to find answers? 
 We can find the answers to these questions and so many other questions 

in The Holy Orthodox Church through Her Sacred Tradition, 
Holy Scriptures, Her Teachings and Dogmas. 

mailto:610.698.1666/frances.vansuch@yahoo.com


  

The Orthodox Church is the original Christian Church, the Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ 
and described in the pages of the New Testament. Her history can be traced in unbroken continuity 
all the way back to Christ and His Twelve Apostles, empowered and sent forth on the day of Holy 
Pentecost.  Incredible as it seems, for over twenty centuries she has continued in her undiminished 
and unaltered faith and practice. Today her apostolic doctrine, worship, and structure remain 
intact.  The Orthodox Church maintains that the Church is the living Body of Jesus Christ.  Many of 
us are surprised to learn that for the first 1000 years of Christian history there was just one Church. 
  

Where is "The Church" to be found and experienced today? Come Taste and See How Good The 
Lord is every Sunday by joining us for The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM. 
What is Orthodox Christianity all about? How does it differ from other Christian confessions? This 
section will attempt to answer these questions and many more. 
For a visual introduction to the Orthodox Church, please view the video link below: 
http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_e
mbedded&fs=1”  
 

For a brief introduction and in depth study to The Orthodox Faith and to find answers to: ‘What 
we Believe?” , “Who we Are?”, and “How we Live?’, please view the PDF link below: 
  

http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf 
 

or you may visit the OCA website by clicking the link below: 
http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith 
 

or you can begin a Journey Through Orthodoxy by clicking the link below: 
http://journeytoorthodoxy.com 
 

To learn more ways that we can teach our children about the Orthodox Faith, The OCA has 
provided a wonderful website for us to use that provides great resources such as (handouts, texts, 
articles, stories, and much more)! To see this great website, please view the PDF link below: 
http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/ 
 
If you have any questions or would like to know more about The Orthodox Faith or needs and help 
or assistance, please contact our parish priest: V Rev. Jason Vansuch (jvansuch@hotmail.com) or 
716.875.4222 and he will be able guide you.  
 
To visit our parish website, please click on the QR Code below:  
 
 

 

 

Come and See how we are all called to  

be Stewards of The Church! 
 

- Stewardship is our active commitment to use all our time, talent 
and treasure for the benefit of humankind in grateful 
acknowledgment of Christ's redeeming love.  

- Stewardship is caring for the needs of others.  
- Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered Himself to 

us.  
- Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I Believe . . . ", 

as proof of that belief.  
- Stewardship is learning how to be a responsible and concerned 

caretaker of Christ's Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life 
and be happy in Church work, for in Her dwells the fullness of the 
Spirit of God.  

 

If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please feel free to use the 
QR Code or link to our parish website donation page below. Thank you for 
your continued support and generosity for our parish in bringing The Love 
and Faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ to all!  May God continue to bless and 
guide you and keep all of you in His loving care today and always! 
 

                          
 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5X6YTVC9DF3W 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf
http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith
http://journeytoorthodoxy.com/
http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=E5X6YTVC9DF3W


 

MONTHLY HEALING PRAYER SERVICE 

The Supplicatory Canon  

Prayer Service to St. Nektarios  
 

MONDAY AUGUST 28, 2023 – 7:00 PM 
{Following Great Vespers for The of Feast of The Beheading of St. John the Baptist} 

 

 
 

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14 

  

YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR 

HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR 

MIND. Matt. 22:37 

  

YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. Matt. 

22:39 

  

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO 

PERSECUTE YOU. Matt. 5:44 

 

 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, 

LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD, LOVE IS NOT 

SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4 

 

 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE 

ALWAYS HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS. LOVE 

NEVER FAILS!   1Cor. 13:7,8 

 

 

 **The Feast of The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 

 Monday August 28                                          
Great Vespers with Litiya (6:00 PM)             
Healing Prayer Service in honor of St. Nektarios (7:00 PM) 
Tuesday August 29 

Divine Liturgy followed by Memorial Litia 9:00 AM  
 

 

ST. GEORGE SENIOR/RETIREE DAY  

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 13 

10:00 am to 12:30 PM 

We invite all Seniors and Retirees to come and join us as we 

spend a morning together in prayer and Christian 

fellowship! 

           - A morning filled with prayer, fellowship, education 

and fun for all of our retired parishioners to come together 

and spend time together 

           - Coffee, tea, juice and snacks will be provided  

          - Held 1-2x a month 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 
 



THE BLESSING OF HERBS AND FLOWERS 
MONDAY AUGUST 14 and TUESDAY AUGUST 15 

 
VISIT OF FR. CHRIS ROWE (OCMC Representative) 

 

SATURDAY SEPTMBER 16 AND SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 17 
 

110TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF OUR PARISH 
and ARCHPASTORAL VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23 AND SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24 

 
CHIAVETTA’S CHICKEN BBQ DRIVE-THRU 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 27 
 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHOWDER SALE 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30 

 
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHOWDER SALE 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 28 
 

OKTOBERFEST CORNISH HEN DINNER 
SUNDAY OCTOBER 29 

 
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH SETWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12 
 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHOWDER SALE 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 18 

 
 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH CHRISTMAS COOKIE TRAY 
SALE/BASKET RAFFLE 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 16 and SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH EDUCATION CORNER 
 

Venerable Pimen the Great 

August 27 

Saint Pimen the Great was born about the year 340 in Egypt. He went to 

one of the Egyptian monasteries with his two brothers, Anoub and 

Paisius, and all three received monastic tonsure. The brothers were such 

strict ascetics that when their mother came to the monastery to see her 

children, they did not come out to her from their cells. The mother stood 

there for a long time and wept. Then Saint Pimen said to her through the 

closed door of the cell, “Do you wish to see us now, or in the future 

life?” Saint Pimen promised that if she would endure the sorrow of not 

seeing her children in this life, then surely she would see them in the 

next. The mother was humbled and returned home.  

Fame of Saint Pimen’s deeds and virtues spread throughout the land. 

Once, the governor of the district wanted to see him. Saint Pimen, 

shunning fame, thought to himself, “If dignitaries start coming to me 

and show me respect, then many other people will also start coming to 

me and disturb my quiet, and I shall be deprived of the grace of 

humility, which I have acquired only with the help of God.” So he 

refused to see the governor, asking him not to come.  

For many of the monks, Saint Pimen was a spiritual guide and 

instructor. They wrote down his answers to serve for the edification of 

others besides themselves. A certain monk asked, “If I see my brother 

sinning, should I conceal his fault?” The Elder answered, “If we 

reproach the sins of brothers, then God will reproach our sins. If you see 

a brother sinning, do not believe your eyes. Know that your own sin is 

like a beam of wood, but the sin of your brother is like a splinter (Mt. 

7:3-5), and then you will not enter into distress or temptation.”  

Another monk said to the saint, “I have sinned grievously and I want to 

spend three years at repentance. Is that enough time?” The Elder replied, 

“That is a long time.” The monk continued to ask how long the saint 



wished him to repent. Perhaps only a year? Saint Pimen said, “That is a 

long time.” The other brethren asked, “Should he repent for forty days?” 

The Elder answered, “I think that if a man repents from the depths of his 

heart and has a firm intention not to return to the sin, then God will 

accept three days of repentance.”  

When asked how to get rid of persistent evil thoughts, the saint replied, 

“This is like a man who has fire on his left side, and a vessel full of 

water on his right side. If he starts burning from the fire, he takes water 

from the vessel and extinguishes the fire. The fire represents the evil 

thoughts placed in the heart of man by the Enemy of our salvation, 

which can enkindle sinful desires within man like a spark in a hut. The 

water is the force of prayer which impels a man toward God.”  

Saint Pimen was strict in his fasting and sometimes would not partake 

of food for a week or more. He advised others to eat every day, but 

without eating their fill. Abba Pimen heard of a certain monk who went 

for a week without eating, but had lost his temper. The saint lamented 

that the monk was able to fast for an entire week, but was unable to 

abstain from anger for even a single day.  

To the question of whether it is better to speak or be silent, the Elder 

said, “Whoever speaks on account of God, does well, and whoever is 

silent on account of God, that one also does well.”  

He also said, “If man seems to be silent, but his heart condemns others, 

then he is always speaking. There may be a man who talks all day long, 

but he is actually silent, because he says nothing unprofitable.”  

The saint said, “It is useful to observe three things: to fear God, to pray 

often, and to do good for one’s neighbor.”  

“Wickedness never eradicates wickedness. If someone does evil to you, 

do good to them, and your goodness will conquer their wickedness.”  

Once, after Saint Pimen and his disciples arrived at the monastery of 

Scetis, he learned that the Elder living there was annoyed at his arrival 

and was also jealous of him, because monks were leaving the Elder to 

see Abba Pimen.  

In order to console the hermit, the saint went to him with his brethren, 

taking food with them as a present. The Elder refused to receive them, 

however. Then Saint Pimen said, “We shall not depart from here until 

we are permitted to see the holy Elder.” He remained standing at the 

door of the cell in the heat. Seeing Saint Pimen’s humility and patience, 

the Elder received him graciously and said, “Not only is what I have 

heard about you true, but I see that your works are a hundred times 

greater.”  

He possessed such great humility that he often sighed and said, “I shall 

be cast down to that place where Satan was cast down!”  

Once, a monk from another country came to the saint to receive his 

guidance. He began to speak about sublime matters difficult to grasp. 

The saint turned away from him and was silent. They explained to the 

bewildered monk that the saint did not like to speak of lofty matters. 

Then the monk began to ask him about the struggle with passions of 

soul. The saint turned to him with a joyful face, “Now you have spoken 

well, and I will answer.” For a long while he provided instruction on 

how one ought to struggle with the passions and conquer them.  

Saint Pimen died at age 110, about the year 450. Soon after his death, he 

was acknowledged as a saint pleasing to God. He was called “the Great” 

as a sign of his great humility, uprightness, ascetic struggles, and self-

denying service to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Beheading of St. John the Baptist 

Commemorated on August 29 

 

The Beheading of the Prophet, Forerunner of the Lord, John the 
Baptist: The Evangelists Matthew (Mt.14:1-12) and Mark (Mark 
6:14-29) provide accounts about the martyric end of John the 
Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ.  
 
 
 
Following the Baptism of the Lord, St John the Baptist was locked up 
in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the 
Holy Land) and governor of Galilee. (After the death of king Herod 
the Great, the Romans divided the territory of Palestine into four 
parts, and put a governor in charge of each part. Herod Antipas 
received Galilee from the emperor Augustus).  
 
The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his 
lawful wife, the daughter of the Arabian king Aretas, and then 
instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip 
(Luke 3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, 
the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of 
Herod, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to 
the girl, he swore to give her whatever she would ask, up to half his 
kingdom.  The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias 
asked that she be given the head of John the Baptist on a platter. 
Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of God for the 
murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also feared 
the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the 
guests and his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of St 
John and to give it to Salome.  According to Tradition, the mouth of 
the dead preacher of repentance once more opened and 
proclaimed: "Herod, you should not have the wife of your brother 
Philip." Salome took the platter with the head of St John and gave it 
to her mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue 

of the prophet with a needle and buried his holy head in a unclean 
place. But the pious Joanna, wife of Herod's steward Chuza, buried 
the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on the Mount of 
Olives, where Herod had a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the 
Venerable Head is celebrated (February 24). The holy body of John 
the Baptist was taken that night by his disciples and buried at 
Sebastia, there where the wicked deed had been done.  
 
After the murder of St John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern 
for a certain time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus 
Christ to him, Whom he mocked (Luke 23:7-12).  
 
 
The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even 
during their earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in 
winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her 
body was in the water, but her head was trapped above the ice. It 
was similar to how she once had danced with her feet upon the 
ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was 
trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut through her neck.  
 
Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and 
Herodias, as once they had brought them the head of St John the 
Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown 
his daughter, made war against Herod. The defeated Herod suffered 
the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was 
exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain.  
 
The Beheading of St John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the 
Church, is also a strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at 
the violent death of the saint. In some Orthodox cultures pious 
people will not eat food from a flat plate, use a knife, or eat food that 
is round in shape on this day.  
 
Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox soldiers killed 
on the field of battle, as established in 1769 at the time of Russia's 
war with the Turks and the Poles. 
 


