GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!
*ELOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**

In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,

and on the Center Icon Table are donated by St. George Orthodox

Church

e o

Altar Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuovo in Loving Memory
of Thy Departed Servants of his family. May their memory be eternal.
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TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

WELCOME TO ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those
who are visiting with us here at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is
invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for
Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning
was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our
parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open
Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in
the Divine Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have
properly prepared themselves through prayer and fasting may receive
Holy Communion. May the Lord bless you with many years of good health
and happiness.

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER

Published weekly in the interest of the
parishioners and friends of Saint George
Orthodox Church, Buffalo, NY a parish of the
Diocese of New York and New Jersey and The
Orthodox Church in America

+++++++++++++ 4
30th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5.
Veneration of the Precious Chains of the Holy and
All-glorious Apostle Peter. Bl. Maxim of Tot'ma,
Fool-for-Christ (Vologda—1650). Martyred
brothers Speusippus, Eleusippus, Meleusippus,
and those with them, in Gaul (161-180). Martyr
Danax the Reader, in Macedonia (2nd c.). St.
Honoratus, Archbishop of Arles and founder of
the Abbey of Lérins (429). Hieromartyr
Damascene the New (Mt. Athos—1771).

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER!

++++++++++
EPISTLE LESSON GOSPEL LESSON

Colossians 3:12-16 Luke 18:18-27

++++++++

Come and See how we are all called to be Stewards of The Church!

- Stewardship is our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of humankind in

grateful acknowledgment of Christ's redeeming love.
- Stewardship is caring for the needs of others.

- Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered Himself to us.

- Stewardship is what a person does after saying "l Believe . . . ", as proof of that belief.

- Stewardship is learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of Christ's Church; it is learning
how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work, for in Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of God.

If you would like to make a donation to our parish, please feel free to use the QR Code below. Thank you for your
continued support and generosity for our parish in bringing The Love and Faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ to all! May God



https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/09/2

HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY

Troparion for The Resurrection — Tone 5
Let us, the faithful, praise and

worship the Word, co-eternal with
the Father and the Spirit, born for
our salvation from the Virgin; for
He willed to be lifted up on the
Cross in the flesh, to endure death,
and to raise the dead// by His
glorious Resurrection.

Troparion for The Feast of St. Peter — Tone 4
Thou didst come to us without

leaving Rome through the precious
chains that thou didst wear. First-
enthroned of the Apostles, we bow
down to them in faith and pray://
“Through thy prayers to God grant
us great mercy!”

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and
to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion for The Resurrection — Tone 5

Thou didst descend into hell, O my
Savior, shattering its gates as
Almighty, resurrecting the dead as
Creator, and destroying the sting of
death. Thou hast delivered Adam
from the curse, O Lover of man,//
and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save
us!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages.
Amen.

THE EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY

Colossians 3:12-16
BRETHREN:

Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
put on tender mercies, kindness, humility,
meekness, longsuffering;

bearing with one another, and forgiving one
another, if anyone has a complaint against
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also
must do.

But above all these things put on love, which is
the bond of perfection.

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to
which also you were called in one body; and be
thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

THE GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY

Luke 18:18-27

Let us Attend!

Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good
Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” So
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good but One, that is, God.

You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit



https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/09/2

Steadfast Protectress Tone 6
(Hymn to the Theotokos)
Steadfast Protectress of Christians,
constant advocate before the
Creator. Despise not the entreating
cry of us sinners, but in Your
Goodness come speedily to help us
who call on You in faith! Hasten to
hear our petition and to intercede
for us, O Theotokos!! For You
always protect those who honor
You!

PROKEMEINON Tone5
Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us /
and preserve us from this
generation forever.

V. Save me, O Lord, for there is
no longer any that is godly!

ALLELUIA VERSES

L will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord,
forever; with my mouth I will proclaim
Thy truth from generation to
generation.

For Thou hast said: Mercy will be establ
forever; Thy truth will be prepared in thj

THE HYMN TO THE
THEOTOKOS

It is truly meet to bless You, O
Theotokos, ever blessed and

adultery,” ‘Do not murder,” ‘Do not steal,” ‘Do not
bear false witness,” ‘Honor your father and your
mother.”

And he said, “All these things I have kept from my
youth.”

So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him,
“You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven; and come, follow Me.”

But when he heard this, he became very
sorrowful, for he was very rich.

And when Jesus saw that he became very
sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who
have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God.”

And those who heard it said, “Who then can be
saved?”’

But He said, “The things which are impossible
with men are possible with God.”




most pure and the Mother of our
God. More honorable than the
Cherubim and more glorious
beyond compare than the
Seraphim. Without defilement,
You gave birth to God the Word,
true Theotokos, we magnify
You!

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the

heavens, praise Him in the
highest! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia!

Life: “The most sublime
expression of God’s creative
activity”

At the very beginning of Father John Breck’s
wonderful book, The Sacred Gift of Life, he
embarks on a theological, bioethical and
pastoral articulation of what the Church has
proclaimed “from the beginning” —the
victory of life over death in Christ.

“Orthodox Christianity affirms that life is a
gift, freely bestowed by the God of love,”
Father John writes.

“Human life, therefore,

"is to be received and welcomed with an
attitude of joy and thanksgiving. It is to be
cherished, preserved and protected as the
most sublime expression of God’s creative
activity. God has brought us ‘from non-being
into being’ for more than mere biological
existence. He has chosen us for Life, of which
the ultimate end is participation in the
eternal glory of the Risen Christ, ‘in the
inheritance of the saints in light””
[Colossians 1:12; Ephesians 1:18]




LOVE CONQUERS ALL

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN
LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14

YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR
GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL
YOUR MIND. Matt. 22:37

YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS
YOURSELF. Matt. 22:39

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR
THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. Maitt.
5:44

LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND,
LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, LOVE DOES
NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD,
LOVE IS NOT SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT
PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4

LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE
ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE ALWAYS
HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL

THINGS. LOVE NEVER FAILS! 1Cor.
13:7,8

"The child leaped in her womb..." LK 1:41




THE SCHEDULE OF
WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES

Lenten and Paschal Cycle

SUNDAY JANUARY 16, 2022
9:40 AM. The Hours

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Church School Class
Feb 14 Feb 6 Jan 29 Feb 18 Feb 2 (via Google Classroom)

Annual Blessing of Water

Publican & Pharisee at Hoyt Lake — 12:30 PM

Beginning of the Lenten Tridion

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Feb 21 Feb 13 Feb 5 Feb 25 Feb 9

MONDAY JANUARY 17, 2022

Prodigal Son 6:00 P.M. Monthly Healing Prayer Service
S021 S o S04 3025 6:45 P.M. St. George Bible Study Class
(via Zoom)

Feb 28 Feb 20 Feb 12 Mar 3 Feb 16

Meatfare
Sunday of the Last Judgment

TUESDAY JANUARY 18, 2022
9:00 A.M. Daily Matins

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Mar 7 Feb 27 Feb 19 Mar 10 Feb 23

Cheesefare
Forgiveness Sunday

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 19, 2022
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 6:00 P.M. Panahyda Memorial Prayer
Service For Stephen James Silver

Mar 14 Mar 6 Feb 26 Mar 17 Mar 2

. Beginning of Great Lent

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
THURSDAY JANUARY 20, 2022
Mar 15 Mar 7 Feb 27  Mar 18 Mar 3 9:00 A.M. Akathist to St. George
3 Palm Sunday
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
Apr25  Apri7 Apr 9 Apr28  Apri3 SATURDAY JANUARY 22, 2022
4:00 P.M. Great Vespers
PASCHA
Beginning of the Pentecostarion
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 SUNDAY JANUARY 23, 2022
9:40 A.M. The Hours
May2 Apr24 Apri6  May5  Apr20 10:00 A.M. Divine Liturgy

Church School Class
(via Google Classroom)




An Invitation to Support the Stewards of the OCA!
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) set the direction for expanding
our apostolic work in North America at the 18" All-American Council. The
foundation for this work is Jesus Christ, Whom we encounter in our
spiritual lives, stewardship, evangelism and outreach, and relations with
others as we engage the world. Being a steward of the OCA goes beyond
the financial gifts which support the work of our church. Being a steward
is about caring for and knowing the history of the mission of the
Orthodox Church here in North America and finding your place in that
history. Having received this great gift of our Orthodox Faith, we bear the
responsibility to continue the legacy of Saint Herman and Saint Tikhon;
Saint Innocent and Saint Alexis and all the other saints known and
unknown who have worked to build up and expand Christ's Church here
in North America. Please consider being a part of that mission today by
giving to the Stewards of the OCA. For more information, please visit The
OCA Website: https://oca.org/become-a-steward
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An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of
New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute
financial support. To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link:
http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-
growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New
Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to
provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the
departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling
parishes. How about you? Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to
join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the
church. May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. The
Diocese of New York and New Jersey has two monthly newsletters:_"First Fruits" and
"Beyond the Plateau." The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase
communication and grow the communal spirit_of diocesan fellowship in the building-up
and_strengthening of our parish communities._To learn more about these monthly
diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website:
http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html.

+++++++H+H

“«

Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL
His Eminence Archbishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and

the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point,"
offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual
journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends
or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. These
instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! For
those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are
located on the table in the back of the church. There are 14 videos! Be sure to check
them out!
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PARISH THEME FOR 2022:

Orthodox Christian Stewardship
Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a
way of life, which acknowledges
accountability, reverence, and
responsibility before God. A primary
goal of Stewardship is to promote
spiritual growth and strengthen faith.
Becoming a Steward begins when we
believe in God, to whom we give our
love, loyalty and trust and act on
those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm
that every aspect of our lives comes as
a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on
the faithful to cheerfully offer back to
God a portion of the gifts with which

they have been blessed. Orthodox
Christian Stewardship is a way of life,
which acknowledges accountability,
reverence, and responsibility before God
by teaching and giving examples of a
virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A
primary goal of Stewardship is to
strengthen our understanding of the
teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox
Faith through supporting the work of The
Church. This can be found in The Divine
Services as reiterated by St. John of San
Francisco:” The Divine Services in their
composition contain all the fullness of the
dogmatic teaching of the Church and set
forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our
responsibility of continual learning begins
when we believe in God, to whom we give
our love, loyalty and trust and act on those
beliefs. Through being Stewards of the
Gospel and of The Orthodox Church,
Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully
receive instruction given to the Church by
Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine
Services, and The Holy Fathers of the
Church. Through Orthodox Christian
Stewardship, The Church promotes
spiritual growth and strengthened faith

and calls on all of us to bring the faith and



https://oca.org/become-a-steward
http://vimeo.com/71021182
http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html
http://www.nynjoca.org/

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOKSTORE
As you are in the Parish Fellowship Hall for coffee hour, don't forget to check out
our newly-formed Bookstore. We have some new items that just arrived. These
items include: Icon ornaments, jewelry, Icons, prayer books, prayers ropes, and
much more. If you need a Gift, come check out the Bookstore...you may find
something you like!! We are now also offering Gift Certificates for our Bookstore.
Please speak with Dave or Andrea for more details/information!! We thank David
and Andrea Chmiel who are managing of our Bookstore for us. If you have any
questions or if you would like to order something that you do not see, please see g
contact David or Andrea Chmiel and they will be able to assist you. You may also
email them at: bookstore@stgeorgebuffalo.com. May GOD continue to bless and
guide all of you.

Also in the Parish Fellowship Hall, we have the Giving Tree! If anyone
would like to sign up for Coffee Hour Readers Bulletin Collection,
Communion Cloth, Home Blessing, please see or contact Fr. Jason!

A SINCERE AND HEARTFELT THANKS AND APPRECIATION FOR
THE FOLLOWING DONATIONS TO THE PARISH FROM OUR
PARISH GIVING TREE

Please be sure to check out “The Giving Tree” in the Parish Fellowship Hall as
well as on our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) to see how we may be
able to donate towards the needs of our parish through our continued support and

stewardship for our beloved parish.

Some of the items on the leaves are as follows:

Candles
7-Day Vigil Candles
Flowers for Feast Days
Charcoal
Altar Wine
Cups for Zapifka
Snack Baggies for the Antidoron (Church Bread)
Paper Towels
Toilet Paper

If anyone has any questions, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Barbara.
Thank you for your continued prayerful support and stewardship.

May God continue to bless and guide all of you, your families and our entire
Parish family and keep all of us in His Loving Care!

love of Our Lord to every aspect of our
lives as gifts from Him through our time,
talents, and treasures. During this year, let
us come together as a parish family and
recommit ourselves to both spiritual
growth of our Life in Christ as well as
through Orthodox Christian Stewardship
by attending the Divine Services, attending
the many opportunities of Education for
both Adults and Children through
Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and
by supporting our Parish in her many
endeavors through which, by the Grace of
God, we will bring the light and love of
Our Lord to all!

*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin
and Church Website for any
changes to the calendar!*
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WEEKLY VIDEO SERMONS GIVEN BY
HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP
MICHAEL

These sermons offered to us by
The Diocese via video can be
found on the Diocesan
Website:
http://www.nynjoca.org!

There are videos for each week
beginning with The Feast of
Feasts — Holy Pascha! Be sure

to check them out!
i o ok S S



http://www.stgeorgebuffalo.com/
http://www.nynjoca.org/

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH OCMC PARISH AMBASSADORS

To The Glory of God, our parish has been blessed with two
parishioners who have answered The Call of Our Lord to be Parish
Ambassadors for OCMC guiding us to help bring The Gospel of
Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ of “Making Disciples of All
Nations baptizing them in The Name of The Father and of The Son
and of The Holy Spirit!”

Anthony Gregory DelNuovo and John Moses Lutz are our Parish
Ambassadors for OCMC (The Orthodox Christian Mission Center).
To help the good work being done by The OCMC of supporting
Missionaries around the world, our parish will be sponsoring and
supporting a missionary on a annual basis. The cost is only
$600/year. So far we have $650 collected for this year’s
sponsorship. If anyone would like to make a donation, please see or
contact Anthony or John. We express our most sincere and heartfelt
thanks and appreciation to everyone who has graciously donated so
far. Thank you for kindness and generosity in supporting the good
work and mission of The OCMC in fulfilling Our Lord’s Command
in The Gospel of Matthew of: “Making Disciples of All Nations!”

For more information about The OCMC, please visit their website:
WWW.0CMC.0rg

Another blessing for our parish of continuing the Good Work that
has been entrusted to us of bringing The Gospel Message to All!
Lord it is good to be here!

Scriptural Readings for the Week

Monday
Hebrews 11:17-23, 27-31
Mark 8:11-21

Tuesday
Hebrews 12:25-26, 13:22-25
Mark 8:22-26

Wednesday
James 1:1-18
Mark 8:30-34

Thursday
James 1:19-27
Mark 9:10-16

Friday
James 2:1-13
Mark 9:33-41

Saturday
Colossians 1:3-6
Luke 14:1-11

Sunday
1 Timothy 1:15-17
Luke 18:35-43



http://www.ocmc.org/
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/17/7
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/17/8
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/18/1
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/18/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/19/1
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/19/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/20/7
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/20/8
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/21/1
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/21/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/22/1
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/22/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/23/2
https://www.oca.org/readings/daily/2022/01/23/3

Remember our Loved Ones
during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’
{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our
loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in
nursing homes. Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch
over them and protect them. Also, during the Year, let us take to either
send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how
much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we
pray for them.

Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of
Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason. May God continue to
bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS
(2021)

Reader Victor Shanchuk
McAuley Residence

1503 Military Rd.

Buffalo, NY 14217
716.881.3096

Mrs. Diane Salvamoser
147 West Hazeltine Avenue
Kenmore, NY 14217
716.875.9503

Mrs. Luba Japadjief
Elderwood Nursing Home (Memory care Unit)
245 Bassett Road
Williamsville, NY 14221 (Room 30)

Mr. Albert Fadell
317.376.2562

Mrs. Bonnie Dan

15 Pine Street

North Tonawanda, NY 14150
716.693.1377

Mrs. Tita Abraham
84 Stonington Lane
Getzville, NY 14068

Andrew Wityk
Ellicott Center
200 Seventh Street
Buffalo, NY 14201

IMPORTANT PARISH
ANNOUNCEMENTS

e We will continue with our
on-going collections for
The Buffalo City Mission,
Hearts for Homeless,
Mats for Mission,
HomeSpace, Resurrection
Life Food Pantry, Baker
Victory as well as our
other outreach ministry
projects.

e WE CONTINUE TO
CONTACT ALL OF OUR
PARISHIONERS ON A
REGULAR BASIS TO
ENSURE THAT EVERYONE
IS OKAY, SAFE AND
HEALTHY.

**Please be on the lookout for
emails this week with the following
items:

1) Reader Outlines for ALL
weekend SERVICES
2) Zoom information for
Education Classes and Book Club
3) Updates on Schedule of
Services Events
4) Pastoral Video for
Parish Monthly Update
e S S SR
EACH WEEK WE WILL BE
RECORDING
THE WEEKLY INCOME FOR EACH
SUNDAY AS WELL AS POSTING
THE MONTHLY INCOME and
EXPENSE FOR OUR PARISH
FOLLOWING THE MONTHLY
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS!
INCOME FOR SUNDAY
JANUARY, 2022 - $
Commercial Savings Account Deposit
$
DONATION TO THE CAPITOL

IMPROVEMENT FUND (Kitchen) —

$

e e S Ao

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU
AND GUIDE YOU FOR YOUR
CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PRAYERS!




SAFETY GUIDELINES AND PROTOCOLS FOR OUR PARISH

We will continue to celebrate The Divine Services with FULL CAPACITY in The Church. ALL Pews will be open and available for
everyone to stand together. So that we can, to the Glory of God, pray together, sing together and stand together as parish
family, as brothers and sisters in Christ.

Until further notice, we continue to follow the following guidelines based upon The Newly Updated Pastoral Guidelines for our
Diocese, Parish and the new directives from Erie County:

To ensure that everyone feels comfortable and safe while attending Divine Services and Fellowship Activities at our
parish, all who wish to attend the Divine Service and Fellowship Activities here at our Parish of St George Orthodox
Church will be required to wear a of mask while indoors(inside of The Church and The Parish Fellowship Hall) This is
to ensure that we, as a parish family and as brothers and sisters in Christ, minister in every way possible through love
to those who come to St. George Orthodox Church to grow in their faith and love of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus
Christ. Out of love, care, concern, and the well-being of EVERYONE, The Clergy, when distributing Holy Communion
and Holding The Cross at the Veneration of the Cross/Dismissal and whenever there is interaction between The
Clergy and parishioners, The Clergy will be wearing a mask to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of everyone.
As a parish family, let us continue to love one another, respect one another, and pray for and with one another! AsI
have mentioned previously, the topic of vaccinated vs unvaccinated has no place in our parish. Thatis a private and
individual matter and choice and above that is a HIPAA Privacy Law!

We will also continue to have hand sanitizer and masks available for everyone both in the Church and in The Parish
Fellowship Hall to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of everyone who comes to St. George Orthodox Church for
Divine Services and Fellowship Activities. These precautions are for the health, safety, and well-being of everyone who
comes and enters our Church to pray and worship God.

* The choir will continue to sing up front

* The space in the back of the church (choir area and children's area) will remain open for the 17 chairs socially
distant for those who wish to stand there.

* We will continue to use the Common Communion Cloth. However, if anyone wishes to use the individual napkin
to wipe their lips after receiving Holy Communion, they may do so.

* We will NOT be passing the Stewardship Collection Plate until further notice. Please leave our Stewardship
Offering in the Baskets located up front near The Holy Water container or see Barbara.

* The Church will continue to be cleaned and sanitized every week and after every service

* The Parish Fellowship Hall will continue to be cleaned and sanitized throughout the week as well as a thorough
cleaning/sanitizing every week by hiring our Professional Cleaner (Rocco) who will come in every week on Saturday
Night to clean and sanitize the Parish Fellowship Hall and Restrooms.

* With this in mind, we will still need to sign up when we come to Church for THE DIVINE LITURGY on Sundays!
This is to ensure the safety, health, and well-being of everyone attending our Parish for the Divine Liturgy. We do NOT
need to sign-up beforehand but rather we will need to sign in at The Candle Desk when we come to church. This sign-
up is important for us and our parish not only to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to come to come to Church
to pray, participate in The Divine Liturgy and to receive Holy Communion but also to ensure that [ have a record of
everyone who attends the Divine Liturgy in case, God-forbid, someone becomes ill I would need to contact everyone
who was in attendance.

We are taking every measure that we can to ensure the health, safety, and well-being of our parishioners and of
everyone that comes to our parish to pray. Together, with the Parish Council, we express our most sincere and
heartfelt thanks and appreciation for your help, assistance, patience, and understanding and for your continued
working together and praying together as a Parish Family for The Glory of God, To the Glory of God, and With the
Glory of God!

**If anyone has any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason,

Paul or any member of the Parish Council!**

May God continue to bless and guide all of you!**



FIND YOUR SPIRITUAL HOME |n The
Orthodox Christian Church

Saturday Great Vespers 4:00 PM
SUNDAY Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

~ All are Welcome ~

Do we have questions about our life, its meaning, purpose, destiny?
Are we desiring to know Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God?
Are we seeking forgiveness, healing, and wholeness?
Do we wonder where to go to find answers?
We can find the answers to these questions and so many other questions
in The Holy Orthodox Church through Her Sacred Tradition,
Holy Scriptures, Her Teachings and Dogmas.

The Orthodox Church is the original Christian Church, the Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ and described in the
pages of the New Testament. Her history can be traced in unbroken continuity all the way back to Christ and His Twelve
Apostles, empowered and sent forth on the day of Holy Pentecost. Incredible as it seems, for over twenty centuries she has
continued in her undiminished and unaltered faith and practice. Today her apostolic doctrine, worship, and structure remain
intact. The Orthodox Church maintains that the Church is the living Body of Jesus Christ. Many of us are surprised to learn
that for the first 1000 years of Christian history there was just one Church.

Where is "The Church" to be found and experienced today? Come Taste and See How Good The Lord is every Sunday by
joining us for The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM.

What is Orthodox Christianity all about? How does it differ from other Christian confessions? This section will attempt to
answer these questions and many more.

For a visual introduction to the Orthodox Church, please view the video link below:
http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player embedded&fs=1"

For a brief introduction and in depth study to The Orthodox Faith and to find answers to: ‘What we Believe?” , “Who we
Are?”, and “How we Live?’, please view the PDF link below:

http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf

or you may visit the OCA website by clicking the link below:
http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith

or you can begin a Journey Through Orthodoxy by clicking the link below:
http://journeytoorthodoxy.com

To learn more ways that we can teach our children about the Orthodox Faith, The OCA has provided a wonderful website for
us to use that provides great resources such as (handouts, texts, articles, stories, and much more)! To see this great
website, please view the PDF link below:

http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/

If you have any questions or would like to know more about The Orthodox Faith or needs and help or assistance, please
contact our parish priest: V Rev. Jason Vansuch (jvansuch@hotmail.com) or 716.875.4222 and he will be able guide you.



http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_embedded&fs=1
http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf
http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith
http://journeytoorthodoxy.com/
http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/

Veneration of the Precious Chains of
The Holy and All-Glorious Apostle Peter

Sunday January 16, 2022




The Veneration of the Honorable Chains of the Holy and All-Praised Apostle Peter: In about the
year 42, on the orders of Herod Agrippa, the Apostle Peter was thrown into prison for preaching
about Christ the Savior. In prison he was held secure by two iron chains. During the night before
his trial, an angel of the Lord removed these chains from the Apostle Peter and led him out from
the prison (Acts 12:1-11).

Christians who learned of the miracle took the chains and kept them as precious keepsakes. For
three centuries the chains were kept in Jerusalem, and those who were afflicted with illness and
approached them with faith received healing. Patriarch Juvenal (July 2) presented the chains to
Eudokia, wife of the emperor Theodosius the Younger, and she in turn transferred them from
Jerusalem to Constantinople in either the year 437 or 439.

Eudokia sent one chain to Rome to her daughter Eudoxia (the wife of Valentinian), who built a
church on the Esquiline hill dedicated to the Apostle Peter and placed the chain in it. There were
other chains in Rome, with which the Apostle Peter was shackled before his martyrdom under
the emperor Nero. These were also placed in the church.

On January 16, the chains of Saint Peter are brought out for public veneration.

The Blessed Maximus — Fool for Christ

Sunday January 16, 2022

Blessed Maximus Makar'ev was a priest in the city of Tot'ma (Vologda Diocese) during the first
half of the XVII century, and his father was a priest. Saint Maximus was also ordained to the
priesthood, and for 45 years he voluntarily undertook the difficult spiritual exploit of foolishness
for Christ's sake, spending his time in unceasing prayer, fasting, and nakedness, completely
neglecting to take care of his body.

Father Maximus was already distinguished by grace-filled gifts from God during his lifetime. He
reposed at an advanced age on January 16, 1650 and was buried near the Resurrection church of
Varnitsa in the city of Tot'ma. His laborious and holy life, and the miraculous cures which flowed
from his tomb, served as an incentive to write his Life, but it was destroyed in 1676 during a fire
in the church of the Resurrection. A new Life was composed in 1680, and it was lost as well.
Meanwhile, the miracles continued at the righteous one's tomb.

Local veneration of the Saint began in 1715, because of the numerous miracles which occurred at
his grave. In that year, the Priest John Rokhletsov and the parishioners of Holy Resurrection
church asked Archbishop Joseph of Great Ustyug to allow them to place a sepulcher over the
relics of Saint Maximus in the church of Saint Paraskevé, which was built over his relics, and to



put an Icon of the Saint on the tomb. Vladyka granted their petition and gave his blessing for
Molebens to be served for him, as is done for other God-pleasers. At that time, everyone still
remembered the miracles which took place at the tomb of Blessed Maximus, and these miracles
were depicted on the borders of the icon which adorned the God-pleaser’s tomb.

In 1680, Boris Tarunin, a resident of Tot'ma, fell ill with a fever and was paralyzed for six months.
When he prayed to the righteous Maximus for the help, he was healed right away.

In 1691, the peasant Aréthas Malevinsky was bed-ridden for nine weeks with a fever. When he
began to call upon Saint Maximus for help, his illness completely disappeared.

The peasant Theodore Mamoshov was paralyzed for nine years. On the night of November 5,
1703, he dreamt that an old man, clad in just a shirt, approached his bedside and said to him,
"Theodore, cease your grieving." Taking him by the shoulder, he led him into the church and

commanded him to venerate his grave. When he awakened, Theodore felt so well that he was
able to walk to the church of the Resurrection in order to venerate the tomb of his healer.

In 1705, Anna Tataurova had not been in her right mind for a month. One night, Saint Maximus
appeared to her in a dream, telling her to have two Panikhidas served at his tomb, promising her
that she would recover if she did this. When the sick girl woke up, she asked to be taken to the
righteous one's tomb. After the two Panikhidas were served, she felt perfectly well.

Blessed Maximus is also commemorated on the third Sunday of Pentecost, the Synaxis of the
Vologda Saints.

Thirtieth Sunday after Pentecost

Sell All That Thou Hast
Luke 18:18-27

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

18-23. And a certain ruler asked Him saying, Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life? And
Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou Me good? None is good, save One, that is, God. Thou knowest the
commandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour
thy father and thy mother. And he said, All these have | kept from my youth up. Now when Jesus heard
these things, He said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, and distribute unto the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow Me. And when he heard this, he was very
sorrowful: for he was very rich.



Some think that this man was cunning and sought to trap the Lord with words. But this is not how he appears;
rather, he was a lover of money, and Christ Himself rebuked him as such. Mark says that the man came running,
and knelt before Jesus, and asked Him his question, and that Jesus, beholding him, loved him. [Mk. 10:17-22]
The man is a lover of money, and he approaches Jesus eager to learn how he, along with his wealth, might
inherit eternal life. For there is no one who loves prolonged life as much as a man who loves money. Therefore
this man thought that Jesus could show him some way in which he could live forever enjoying his possession of
wealth. But when the Lord told him that non-possession is what bestows eternal life, he went away as if he
regretted both his question and Jesus answer. In his mind he needed eternal life for the very reason that he had
great wealth. If he were to give up his possessions, why would he want eternal life, he thought, since that life
was to be the life of a pauper? He approached the Lord as if the Lord were merely a man and a teacher.
Therefore the Lord shows him that he ought not to approach Him in this manner, saying, None is good, save
One, that is, God. By this He means, "You call Me good; why then do you also call Me a teacher? It appears
that you think that I am one among many men. But if this were so, | would not be good, for no man is good in
and of himself. Only God is. If you want to call Me good, you must call Me good because | am God; do not
approach Me then as if | were merely a man. But if you think I am only a man, do not call Me good. For in truth
God is good, and the source of goodness, and the first cause of goodness itself. If any man is good, he is not
good in and of himself, but only because he receives a share of God’s goodness. Moreover, what goodness a
man has is changeable."

Thou knowest the commandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false
witness, and so forth. The law remedies first those sins into which we fall easily, and then those less frequent
sins to which fewer men fall. And so adultery and murder are mentioned first, because lust and anger are
difficult to control: lust is a raging fire, inflaming both the outer and inner man, and anger is a great wild beast.
(1) But stealing comes from a less fierce passion and bearing false witness occurs rarely. Therefore, the law
remedies first those sins into which we fall most easily, and which are the most grave. But the other sins, such
as stealing and bearing false witness, He places second because they lead astray less often and are less grave
than murder and adultery. To sin against ones parents He mentions last of all; for although it is a grave sin, it
does not occur often. Rarely is there found a man so cruel that he abuses his parents. Because the young man
said that he had kept all these commandments from his youth, the Lord enjoins him to keep that commandment
which stands at the head of all: non-possession. Behold the laws of the true Christian life. Sell all that thou hast,
the Lord says. If anything remains, you are its slave. And distribute, not to your rich relatives, but unto the poor.
| think that the word distribute implies that the meting out of wealth is to be done with discernment and not
haphazardly. And because a man must have all the other virtues as well as non-possession, the Lord then said,
And come, follow Me, meaning, "Be My disciple in all things, and always keep following Me. (2) Do not
follow Me today only, and leave Me tomorrow.” Because the ruler was a lover of money, the Lord promised
him treasure in heaven, but the ruler did not give heed, because he was a slave of his money. Therefore when he
heard what the Lord had asked of him, he was sorrowful. For the Lord had counselled him to deprive himself of
his wealth; yet that was the very reason he wanted eternal life in the first place, so that he could live forever
enjoying his many possessions. That he was sorrowful shows that he was sincere and not devious. Not one of
the Pharisees was ever sorrowful; instead, they raged even more against the Lord when they heard His answers
to their questions. I am not unaware that the great light of the world, John Chrysostom, believed that this young
man truly desired eternal life, but that he was held fast by the love of money, a passion that was stronger than
his love for eternal life. What we have said here is not inconsistent, namely, that the young man desired to have
eternal life along with his wealth.


http://chrysostompress.org/gospel-commentary-pentecost30#n_1_
http://chrysostompress.org/gospel-commentary-pentecost30#n_2_

24-30. And when Jesus saw that he was very sorrowful, He said, How hard it shall be for them that have
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a camel to go through a needles eye, than for a
rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved? And He
said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God. Then Peter said, Lo, we have left
all, and followed Thee. And He said unto them, Verily | say unto you, There is no man that hath left
house, or parents, or brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of Gods sake, who shall not receive
many times more in this present time, and in the age to come life everlasting.

Because the rich man was sorrowful when he heard that he should give up his riches, the Lord said, as though
He were marvelling, How hard it shall be for them that have riches to enter into the kingdom of God! He did not
say that it would be impossible for those with wealth to enter, but that it would be difficult. It is not impossible
for such as these to be saved. Those who give away their riches are able to obtain the heavenly things above.
However, this is difficult, for money is stickier than glue and it is hard for a man to free himself when he is held
fast by money. In His very next words the Lord indicates that this is so difficult that it is all but impossible,
when He says, It is easier for a camel to go through a needles eye, than for a rich man to be saved. It is indeed
impossible for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle, whether you understand camel to mean the animal or
the thick rope used on a ship. Therefore, if it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle” which is
impossible” than it is for a rich man to be saved, then it is even more impossible for a rich man to be saved.
What does the Lord mean? First, that this statement is true: it is impossible for a rich man, while he is a rich
man, to be saved. Do not say to me that such and such a rich man gave away his riches and was saved. He was
not saved as a rich man; he was saved either as a man who had attained non-possession, or who had become a
steward, but not as a rich man. A steward and a rich man are not the same. The rich man keeps riches for
himself, while the steward, as a trustee, holds wealth for the benefit of others. Therefore, if such a man is saved,
he is not saved as a rich man, but, as we have said, because he has given away all that he has, or because he has
spent his wealth as a good steward. Consider this as well: while it is impossible for a rich man to be saved, it is
not impossible, but only difficult, for them that have riches to be saved. It is as if the Lord had said, "The rich
man who is possessed by riches and is a slave to them and is held fast by them, shall not be saved. But he who
only has riches, that is, who is master of riches, owning them without being owned by them, shall be saved with
difficulty.” That difficulty is because of human weakness. For it is impossible for us not to misuse what we
have. As long as we have riches, the devil strives in every way to deceive us into using that wealth in ways that
violate the canons and laws of stewardship, and only with great difficulty do we escape the devils traps. This is
why non-possession is better, and almost unassailable by the evil one.

And they that heard it said, Who then can be saved? And He said, The things which are impossible with men
are possible with God. With men who have merely a human outlook, that is, those who desire earthly things and
are pulled downwards, it is impossible for them to be saved, as we have said. But with God it is possible. That is
to say, with Gods help, when a man has God as his Counsellor, and takes as his teachers the judgments of God
and His commandments concerning non-possession, and calls upon God for help, then it is possible to be saved.
We, for our part, must desire what is good; God will then accomplish and perfect it in us. If we can only rise
above our timid littleness of soul as concerns our wealth, and make for ourselves friends from the mammon of
unrighteousness, we will be saved by those friends when they escort us to the eternal mansions. It is better if we
give away all our wealth; and if not all, then at least let us share it with the poor. Thus the impossible becomes
possible. For though it is impossible for the man who does not distribute all to be saved, yet through Gods love
for man, even a partial distribution brings a partial benefit. In response to this, Peter asks, "Lo, we have left all.
[What do we have to give to the poor?]” He does not ask this for his own sake alone, but in order to find some
consolation for all the poor. Peter asks his question for fear that only the rich have the good hope to obtain much



because they despised much, and that the poor have little hope because they had little to give away and thus can
expect only a little reward. Peter asks, and hears the answer, that everyone who despises, for Gods sake,
whatever goods he may have, even if they are few, shall receive his reward both in this age and in the age to
come. Do not consider those goods to be few; rather, for that poor man, his few things are his whole life. Just as
you, the rich man, expect to pass your life with your many and great possessions, the pauper, likewise, expects
to pass his life with his belongings, no matter how few and small they may be. Though his belongings are few, |
will say that a mans attachment to his possessions is even greater when he owns little. This is clearly shown to
be true with parents. The attachment of a parent to his only child is much greater than that of a parent to his
many children. Likewise, the poor man has a keener love for his single house and single field than you have for
your many houses and fields. And even if it is the case that a poor man is attached to his possessions to the same
degree as a rich man, then, at a minimum, the loss is the same for each. Even in this present age, those who give
of the little they have receive their reward many times over, as did these very Apostles. For each Apostle left his
own hut, and now each one has magnificent temples in his name, with lands and triumphant processions, and,
instead of a single wife, many women bound to him in fervent faith; in short, for everything they gave up, they
have received many times over. And in the age to come they receive, not a multiplication of fields such as these
and other tangible rewards, but eternal life.

The Sanctity of Life Sunday 2022

Archpastoral Message of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon

January 16, 2022
To the Clergy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Orthodox Church in America,
Dear Beloved Children in the Lord,

As we witness our society becoming increasingly polarized and divided, we approach the anniversary of one of

the most bitter of these divisions: the legalization of abortion in the United States of America. We grieve on this
anniversary for the many lives cut short, the emotional and psychological devastation done to so many women,

the numerous wounded families, and the persistent hostility embittering our society.

The Orthodox Church continues to hold fast to its ancient belief that all human life, from conception in the
womb to our very last moment, is sacred to God. For the Holy Scripture tells us that “God did not make death,
and He does not delight in the death of the living. For He created all things that they might exist” (Wis 1:13—
14). So we say, humbly but firmly, that the willful destruction of a person in the womb is an evil act and a
rejection of a gift of God.

For Orthodox Christians, the darkness of abortion transcends the political. It extends even beyond morality and
ethics. It cuts to the heart of our faith in the Resurrection. On that bright morning of Great and Holy Pascha,
Christ forever destroyed death, the last enemy of mankind (cf. 1 Cor 15:26). The empty tomb ennobles
humanity and transforms us into a people forever dedicated to life, utterly opposed to death in all its forms. All



people, even those still unborn, are created for eternity with God, and it is our unshakable conviction in the
Risen Christ which makes the thought of the termination of a child unimaginable.

We also know that the unequivocal message of the New Testament is that followers of Christ are to “love one
another” with the same self-sacrifice with which Christ loved us (cf. Jn 13:34). | encourage all Orthodox
Christians to show that Christ-like, self-sacrificial love in the face of this darkness. I ask that we assist mothers
in every way possible to relieve them of the temptation to abortion. Likewise, support the fathers as they step up
to embrace their new and blessed family responsibility.

As we “speak the truth in love” (Eph 4:15) we must not condemn others but leave judgment to the Lord. Our
call is a call to repentance, beginning with ourselves, so that we might restore the likeness of God and become
bright mirrors reflecting the light of Christ to a wounded, confused, and anxious people. Let the only thing that
our society sees in us be overflowing love, piety, and forgiveness to all. We remember with gratitude that the
Lord always gives us, personally and as a nation, a path out of our sin through repentance—even sin as
devastating and horrific as abortion. Let our parishes and communities become beacons of that divine love and
forgiveness, where all human life is valued as deeply as Christ values it, as we forever speak with a Paschal
voice: “Christ is risen and life reigns.”

May the Holy Spirit, whom we confess in the Creed as “the Lord, the Giver of life,” ever inspire us with love,
humility, and conviction as we speak to this issue.

Yours in Christ,

+Tikhon

Archbishop of Washington

Metropolitan of All America and Canada

These petitions are to be inserted into the Litany of Fervent Supplication
as part of the annual commemoration of Sanctity of Life Sunday.

Again we pray that Thou will grant to the people of this nation the will to do good, to flee from evil, and
to practice all righteousness, making us respectful of life and sharers of Thy blessings, caring for one
another in mercy and truth, we pray Thee, O Lord, hear us and have mercy.

Again we pray that Thou will banish all evil from our hearts and wickedness from our laws, enabling us
to be servants of Thy holy will and performers of Thy love, we pray Thee, O Lord, hear us and have
mercy.

Again we pray that Thou will kindle in our hearts the will to care for the needy, to show kindness to the
poor, to aid the homeless and help the helpless, we pray Thee, O Compassionate Lord, hearken quickly,
and graciously show mercy.



The following prayer is to be read after the singing of "Blessed be the Name of the Lord" for the third time.

Choir: “Blessed be the Name of the Lord...” (3x)

Priest: The Blessing of The Lord be upon you, always now and ever and unto ages of
ages.

Choir: Amen.

Priest: Let us pray to the Lord.  Choir: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: O Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son, Who are in the bosom of the Father, True God,
source of life and immortality, Light of Light, Who came into the world to enlighten it: Thou wast pleased
to be conceived in the womb of the Virgin Mary for the salvation of our souls by the power of Thy All-Holy
Spirit. O Master, Who came that we might have life more abundantly, we ask Thee to enlighten the minds
and hearts of those blinded to the truth that life begins at conception and that the unborn in the womb
are already adorned with Thine image and likeness; enable us to guard, cherish, and protect the lives of
all those who are unable to care for themselves. For Thou art the Giver of Life, bringing each person from
non-being into being, sealing each person with divine and infinite love. Be merciful, O Lord, to those who,
through ignorance or willfulness, affront Thy divine goodness and providence through the evil act of
abortion. May they, and all of us, come to the life of Your Truth and glorify Thee, the Giver of Life,
together with Thy Father, Who is from everlasting and Thine All-Holy Good and Life-giving Spirit, now and
ever and unto ages of ages.

Choir: Amen. Followed by the usual dismissal.



ez AN %"\ ///«" N~

THE WEEKLY MESSENGER

Published weekly in the interest of the parishioners and friends
of Saint George Orthodox Church, Buffalo, NY
a parish of the Diocese of New York and New Jersey
and The Orthodox Church in America
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
2 Nottingham Terrace Buffalo, NY 14216

V. Rev. Jason Vansuch, Parish Priest
2 Nottingham Terrace 716-875-4222 Buffalo, NY 14216
Cell Phone: 609-851-3811 Email: jvansuch@hotmail.com

Presbyter Andreja Damjanovski, Attached Rev. Peter Irfan, Attached
Reader John Kirwan, Choir Director
Mr. Paul Shosho, Parish Council President
Home: 716-544-7358 Email: pshosho@me.com

JANUARY 16, 2022 NO. 440


mailto:jvansuch@hotmail.com

