**IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT CONFESSION AND HOLY COMMUNION**

**Until further notice, we will continue celebrating the Divine Services up to no more 33 parishioners in attendance.      With this in mind, if single parish members or parish member households - UP TO 33 PEOPLE IN CHURCH and 30 PEOPLE IN THE PARISH HALL AT EACH DIVINE LITURGY  - would like to attend the Divine Liturgy on a Sunday  please refer to the following signup link https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX ** (Slots 1-30 in the Church and Slots 34-63 in the Parish Hall)! PLEASE SIGN-UP BY SATURDAY NIGHT!!
Regarding Holy Communion:
· If anyone would like to come and receive Holy Communion or if you  would like Fr. Jason to come and bring Holy Communion to your home, please contact him to make arrangements: jvansuch@hotmail.com/609.851.3811/716.875.4222
Regarding Holy Confession:
Taking into consideration the spiritual and mental healing that comes through the Sacrament of Confession, His Eminence blesses, for all priests and communities in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, that for this period:

· Confession may continue to be held over the telephone or by live video communication; it may also be done in person with social distancing kept between the priest and the penitent (6 feet), and with face masks worn by both.  The Prayer of Absolution can be given by video or phone and especially in person. 

· When Confession is heard over the telephone or by live video, the priest must read the Prayer of Absolution before ending the phone call or video communication, in the hearing of the penitent.

· If anyone would like to have Confession, please contact Fr. Jason to make arrangements: jvansuch@hotmail.com/609.851.3811/716.875.4222
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please look up the below weblink for the Digital Edition of The Jacobs Well:

https://issuu.com/jacobswell/docs/jacobs-well-fall-2019-nk
Please look up the below weblink for the website of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey:

https://www.nynjoca.org
Please look up the below weblink for the newly-updated Diocesan Directives of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey for the Gradual Approach of Re-Opening of our Parishes:

https://www.nynjoca.org/files/2020/covid-19/Diocesan-Directives-on-the-Gradual-Re-Opening-of-Diocesan-Churches-2020-05-08-For-Distribution.pdf
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17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. Hieromartyr Hierotheus, Bishop of Athens (1st c.). Uncovering of the Relics of St. Gurias, first Archbishop of Kazan, and St. Varsonúphy (Barsanuphius), Bishop of Tver’ (1595). Synaxis of the Hierarchs of Kazan’ (1976). Rt. Blv. Prince Vladimir Yaroslavich, Prince of Novgorod (1052). Ven. Helladius and Onesimus of the Kiev Caves (Near Caves—12th-13th c.). Ven. Ammon, Recluse, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—13th c.). Martyrs Gaius, Faustus, Eusebius, and Chæremon, of Alexandria (3rd c.). Martyr Peter of Capetolis (3rd-4th c.). Martyrs Domnina and her daughters Berenice and Prosdoce of Syria (305-306). Ven. Ammon (ca. 350) and Paul the Simple (4th c.), of Egypt. St. Stephen Stiljianovich of Serbia (1515).

 EPISTLE:                                                      Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                            GOSPEL:                                                              
2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1                                                           Luke 6:31-36
________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!                                    GLORY FOREVER!

_____________________________________________________________________________

**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**

In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos, 

and on the Center Icon Table are donated by St. George Orthodox Church 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Altar Vigil Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuovo in Loving Memory

 of Thy Servant of God – Frank. May his memory be eternal. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

7-Day Vigil Candles are offered by Matushka Fran Vansuch in honor of Basil and Katherine Vansuch and Archpriest Jason and Matushka Katia on the celebrations of their wedding anniversaries and for their continued good health. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

_____________________________________________________________________________
WELCOME TO ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH


We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us here at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer and fasting may receive Holy Communion. May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.
THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES

                                     

Sunday October 4, 2020                                       
 9:10 A.M.         The Third and Sixth Hours  
 9:30 A.M.         Divine Liturgy 

Memorial Litis for Thy Servant of God The Eve-Memorable Dn. Mark on the 5th Anniversary of His Falling Asleep in The Lord

Coffee Hour Fellowship following The Divine Liturgy  

Church School Classes  (via Zoom)

Monday October 5, 2020      
6:30-7:30 PM    Bible Study Class (The Gospel of Matthew)  (Via Zoom) 
Tuesday October 6, 2020      

Feast of The Glorification of St. Innocent of Moscow

9:00 A.M.          Moleben in honor of St. Innocent  
Thursday October 8, 2020    

9:00 A.M.           Akathist Service to St. GeorgeMemorial Litis for Thy Servant of God The Eve-Memorable Dn. Mark on the 5th Anniversary of His Falling Asleep in The Lord
Friday October 9, 2020    

Feast of St. Tikhon of Moscow

9:00 A.M.          Moleben in honor of St. Innocent  
Saturday October 10, 2020       

4:00 P.M.           Great Vespers 
Sunday October 11, 2020                                       
 9:10 A.M.         The Third and Sixth Hours  
 9:30 A.M.         Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour Fellowship following The Divine Liturgy  

Church School Classes  (via Zoom)

* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN     

CLERGY 

Archpriest Herman, Matushka Cynthia and George {Schick}      Archpriest James and Mat. Patricia (Mason)  
Archpriest Alexey (Karlgut)                                                                Archpriest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne                                            

Archpriest Timmothy/Mat. Michelle                                               Archpriest Michael and Mat. Valerie (Hatrak)

Archpriest Ken and Matushka Natalie (Starevsky)                      Dn. Sean and Mat. Heather (McNulty)
Archpriest Gregory and Mat. Diane (Winsky)                                 Priest Peter and Mat. Mary (Irfan)                                                     

MATUSHKI            Presit Andreja and Popadija Anica and Family    Presbyter John and Presbytera Nancy

Mat. Katia      Mat. Paraskeva       Mat. Joanna      Popadia Vicki     Mat. Christine     Mat. Patricia (Severeno)                            
Mat. Gloria (Martin)
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Church          Olga,  Damian, Cate, Michael, Judy, David

Catherine          Ivan/Marina/Inna Bonnie/Michael (Dan)                             Karen     Aliscia (Nick Rostko)
Edwina              Irene                       Luba                                              Jim, Darren, Marsha (Relatives of Elaine M.)
Serena               Lillian                     Reader Victor              Andrew/Nicholas (Wityk)   William, Natalie, Natasha  

Sarah                                                 Albert (Fadell)                Carol (Frank’s friend)  Boris (Kuvshinoff)    
Xenia, Justin, Danielle  (Friends of Fr. Jason)                                   Frank       Oscar       Candice, Ronald (Masset)   
Victor (Tita Nephew)                        Catherine (Tony)                      Susan (Kirwan)            June (Pavlov) 

Evelyn (Friend of Julie)                     Billy (William – Mat. Christine’s cousin)                      Allison (school)
Mary (Massey)                                  Holly                     Svetlana (Family friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)
Jeanne (Mat. Christine’s Friend)          Angela, Jason, Michelle (Relatives of Dn. Mark)    Anthony   

Linda     Justin (Slaiman)                       Margaret, Thomas, Victoria (Ewing)        Ashley (Friend from Roswell)  

Melody                                              Lee, Bridget (John Kirwan friend)                     Anne (Barbara K. Mother)
Kelly, Robert, Boris, Zaeb, Tirza, Sabas  Sada Thlisinitsa, Gemmal, Geesa, and Patric (Fr. Peter)    

Jeremy Stewart (nephew of Bill George)        Susan (Zumba)                        Anne (Grandmother of Mariami)
Juliana (Matusiak)                                  Susan (Deeb)       Justin (Cmunt)        Louis (cousin of Barbara)           Yuri/Elena          Carol/Maggie     Jaime (Zumba)    Vera (grandmother of Hannah)     Rosemary    Harry (neighbor of Tom and MaryAnne Slaiman)     Emma/Alexander (relatives of Natalie Huett) Rebecca, Brian
Robert (Bonnie Valieff father)  Aspasia (Dean’s Mother)  Charles   Seraphim   Barbara (Rdr. John’s Sister in Law)
Olga (Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia) Vadym Iryna Yuriy Anastasia         Noah (McEntee)    Elias, John, Joseph
Mary, Hal, Autumn, Ariana, and Amber, Douglas     Judithann (Friend of Barbara)     Steven (Uncle of Dean)     
Diocese of NY&NJ Prayer List                           William (Friend of John and Gretchen)    Natalie (Huett)
Protopresbyter Leonid (Kishkovsky)                 Archpriest Paul                              Archpriest Samuel (Kedela)          
Archpriest George (Hasenecz)                           Archpriest Paul (Shafran)             Alonzo (Mat. Jeanne Father)
Archpriest Jonathan (Ivanoff)                            Archpriest Paul (Kucynda)            Matushka Mary (Shafran)     

Archpriest Sergei and Mat. Gerry (Glagolev) Priest Vasili (Dubee)                   John, Michael , Natasha, Marie
Expectant Mothers                                                                                                      Helen Moses, Aaron, Sara
Those Serving in The Armed Forces                                                                            Catechumens                 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin, Shawn, John, Austin, Daniel  Juanita Martha, 

FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:

All of the clergy and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life, who now lie asleep in the Lord.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch       Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   

Ever-Memorable Priest John Bohush                      Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Aswad  

Ever-Memorable Archpriest Rastko                        Matushka Dorothy (Timko)                                                                                                 
Ever-Memorable Dn. Mark                                      

 Ever-Memorable Pdn. Gregory                                Akhtar Remyat, and Barkat (Family of Fr. Peter)  

Newly-Departed Servants of God                            Ever-Memorable Sbdn. Gregory

Matushka Anastasia  (Karlgut)    (40th Day – October 3)       Patrick (Nephew of Rdr John Kirwan)    

Mika (Matushka Katia Great-Aunt)  
*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list

for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY

Troparion for The Resurrection – Tone 8

Thou didst descend from on high, O Merciful One! Thou didst accept the three day burial  to free us from our sufferings!// O Lord, our Life and Resurrection, glory to Thee!

Troparion for The Holy Martyr Hierotheus – Tone 1

We the faithful all praise Hierótheus, the disciple of Paul, Hierarch of ^Athens,  the world’s teacher and a preacher of the Faith, who revealed to us Christ’s Mysteries and poured forth streams of godly ^doctrine.// His life was well-pleasing to God, Who is greatly merciful.

                  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion for The Resurrection  – Tone 8

By rising from the tomb, Thou didst raise the dead and resurrect Adam. Eve exults in Thy Resurrection,// and the world celebrates Thy rising from the dead, O greatly Merciful One!

                  Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Steadfast Protectress    Tone 6       (Hymn to the Theotokos)
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator.  Despise not the entreating cry of us sinners, but in Your Goodness come speedily to help us who call on You in faith!  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos!! For You always protect those who honor You!
PROKEMEINON   Tone 8

Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!!  

     v: In Judah God is known; His name is great in Israel.
ALLELUIA VERSES

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior!  

Let us come before His face with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise! 

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify You! 

COMMUNION HYMN

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
2 Corinthians 6:16-7:1  
Brethren:

And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

Therefore “Come out from among them and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive you.”

“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.”

Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
Luke 5:1-10

Let us Attend!  

And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.

And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
=========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =
Monday       Ephesians 4:25-32                   Luke 6:24-30
Tuesday        Ephesians 5:20-26                Luke 6:37-45
Wednesday   Ephesians 5:25-33               Luke 6:46-7:1
Thursday      Ephesians 5:33-6:9              Luke 7:17-30
Friday           Ephesians 6:18-24               Luke 7:31-35
Saturday       1 Corinthians 15:39-45      Luke 5:27-32
Sunday          Hebrews 13:7-16          John 17:1-13
                 2 Corinthians 9:6-11      Luke 7:11-16
Life Is a Gift 

 

Today before you say an unkind word - Think of someone who can't speak. 

 

Before you complain about the taste of your food - Think of someone who 

has nothing to eat. 

 

Before you complain about your husband or wife - Think of someone who's 

crying out to GOD for a companion. 

 

Today before you complain about life - Think of someone who went too early 

to heaven. 

 

Before you complain about your children - Think of someone who desires 

children but they're barren. 

 

Before you argue about your dirty house someone didn't clean or sweep - 

Think of the people who are living in the streets. 

 

Before whining about the distance you drive - Think of someone who walks 

the same distance with their feet. 

 

And when you are tired and complain about your job - Think of the unemployed, 

the disabled, and those who wish they had your job. 

 

But, before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another - Remember that not one of us is without sin and we all answer to one MAKER. 

 

And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - Put a smile on your face 

and thank GOD you're alive and still around. 
LIVE-STREAMING OF DIVINE SERVICES

As a friendly reminder, ALL DIVINE SERVICES, WILL ALSO BE LIVE-STREAMED from Fr. Jason’s Facebook page and our Parish Youtube Page so that we can still be together and pray together.   So please continue to join us in prayer!!  There are three ways you can join us in prayer via Live-Stream even if we do not have a FaceBook account:

1) Go directly to our Parish Website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) and on our homepage you will see a a box that says ‘Restream: Stream currently offline”.  When ‘live-stream’ is active, the live video will automatically appear. 

2) Go directly to Fr. Jason’s  Facebook Page   

https://www.facebook.com/jason.vansuch
and  there you will see the Live-stream video.

3) Go directly to our Parish Youtube Page   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCft4AWAX2COrLZExfMJc5KQ
                and  there you will see the Live-stream video.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY………
We are like stained-glass windows.
We sparkle and shine when the sun is out,
but when the darkness sets in,
our true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.
May The Light of Christ Illumine All!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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Do we have questions about our life, its meaning, purpose, destiny?
Are we desiring to know Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God?
Are we seeking forgiveness, healing, and wholeness?
Do we wonder where to go to find answers?
 We can find the answers to these questions and so many other questions 

in The Holy Orthodox Church through Her Sacred Tradition, 

Holy Scriptures, Her Teachings and Dogmas.

The Orthodox Church is the original Christian Church, the Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ and described in the pages of the New Testament. Her history can be traced in unbroken continuity all the way back to Christ and His Twelve Apostles, empowered and sent forth on the day of Holy Pentecost.  Incredible as it seems, for over twenty centuries she has continued in her undiminished and unaltered faith and practice. Today her apostolic doctrine, worship, and structure remain intact.  The Orthodox Church maintains that the Church is the living Body of Jesus Christ.  Many of us are surprised to learn that for the first 1000 years of Christian history there was just one Church.
Where is "The Church" to be found and experienced today? Come Taste and See How Good The Lord is every Sunday by joining us for The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM.
What is Orthodox Christianity all about? How does it differ from other Christian confessions? This section will attempt to answer these questions and many more.

For a visual introduction to the Orthodox Church, please view the video link below:

http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_embedded&fs=1” For a brief introduction and in depth study to The Orthodox Faith and to find answers to: ‘What we Believe?” , “Who we Are?”, and “How we Live?’, please view the PDF link below:

http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf
or you may visit the OCA website by clicking the link below:

http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith
or you can begin a Journey Through Orthodoxy by clicking the link below:

http://journeytoorthodoxy.com
To learn more ways that we can teach our children about the Orthodox Faith, The OCA has provided a wonderful website for us to use that provides great resources such as (handouts, texts, articles, stories, and much more)! To see this great website, please view the PDF link below:

http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/
If you have any questions or would like to know more about The Orthodox Faith, please contact our parish priest: V Rev. Jason Vansuch (jvansuch@hotmail.com) or 716.875.4222 and he will be able guide you.

IMPORTANT DATES WITHIN THE LIFE OF OUR PARISH

Parish Announcements:
· We will continue with our on-going collections for The Buffalo City Mission, Hearts for Homeless, Mats for Mission, HomeSpace as well as the OCMC Coin Boxes and Health Kits for The Buffalo City Mission. 

· WE WILL CONTINUE TO CONTACT ALL OF OUR PARISHIONERS ON A REGULAR BASIS TO ENSURE THAT EVERYONE IS OKAY, SAFE AND HEALTHY. 

· Parish Discussion/Meeting {In Church} – Sunday September 27, 2020

· Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Zoom)  – Sunday September 20, 2020

 **Please be on the lookout for emails this week with the following items:

1) Reader Vespers for Saturday Evening (October 10)

2) Reader Typika Service for Sunday Morning (October 11)

3) Information for Zoom Bible Study Class – Monday October 5
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
BEGINNING IN SEPTEMBER, WE WILL BE RECORDING 

THE WEEKLY INCOME FOR EACH SUNDAY AS WELL AS OFFERING THE MONTHLY INCOME and EXPENSE FOR OUR PARISH!

INCOME FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 27, 2020 - $866.00
DONATIONS FOR THE NEW BOILER (Capital Improvement Fund) – $4, 250.00
MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU AND GUIDE YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PRAYERS!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar!*

DAILY FAMILY PRAYER RULE WE CAN PRAY TOGETHER AT HOME WITH OUR FAMILIES 

A Prayer Rule must be done in front of the icons and the Gospel in our Icon Corners with a lit candle.. It is important to remember that we must make time for God, for the “Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force”(Matt. 11:12).The best time to pray is in the morning or in the evening when we as a family can come together in prayer. Also, when using a Rule of Prayer, we must be flexible and do what we can and do it attentively and consistently. Our goal is to maintain the connection with God and cultivate a real relationship with Him.

With that in mind, please fine below The Rule of Prayer offered by our Diocese for us to use at home especially during this most difficult time when we are not able to be in church together as a parish family. 
https://www.nynjoca.org/files/2020/praying-at-home/A-FAMILY-PRAYER-RULE.pdf

May God bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

ST. ANDREW'S CAMP

** Saint Andrew's Camp has released a new promotional video for prospective campers! 


The video can be found here on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsorthodoxcamp/videos/357928144820497/
**Be sure to check it out...you may recognize the priest:)

For more than sixty years, St. Andrew’s Camp has offered the young people of our parishes an incredible summer camping experience. Children and teens have been instructed in prayer and the divine services, the reading of Scripture and the teachings of our Orthodox Church. They have been nourished with the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion. They have had fun swimming, horseback riding, playing sports, singing and learning musical instruments, creating in the visual arts, learning to safeguard the planet, and exploring the stars. And they have established friendships that last a lifetime, met their future spouses, and nurtured their vocations to serve the Lord in ministry.

As a token of gratitude for the labors of love extended by the administration and staff, both clergy and laypersons, of St. Andrew’s over the past six decades, it is now time for us to help the Camp in an especially needed way.

Please join us in raising funds for the new multi purpose building which will include new kitchen, dining hall and activities center. The cost of this new building is 

$300,000. To become a reality, the completion and furnishing of this much-needed center will require great generosity of individuals, organizations and parishes. 

You can click on the link below which will take you to the gofundme.com page. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/st-andrew039s-camp-fundraiser-by-ss-peter-and-paul
As we continue to fulfill the work of Our Lord by living and fulfilling His Gospel Message, let us open our hearts and minds by providing support and assistance to our Diocese, to our children,  by taking a moment to reflect upon what God has given us, and to discern how we might be able to return to God a portion of the blessings we have received.

We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of you and your families for your continued prayers, support and generosity.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**Also, make sure we check out the promotional video for prospective campers! 

The video can be found here on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsorthodoxcamp/videos/357928144820497/
**Be sure to check it out...you may recognize the priest:)

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMNET REGARDING ATTENDANCE AT DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAYS

With the Blessing and Approval of His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL, we will be holding an overflow of parishioners in the Parish Fellowship Hall for Divine Liturgy on Sundays.

During the course of the week, we will continue to clean, sanitize and set up the hall with Icons, Candle Stands, Projector, Projector Screen, socially distant seating, stand with masks and hand sanitizer for when we will begin overflow attendance for the Divine Liturgy. We will also continue to clean, sanitize the Altar and Church on a regular basis (before and after every service). This is exciting news, that to the Glory of God and by His Grace, we will be able to allow more of our parishioners to attend the Divine Liturgy on Sundays.   If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let m Fr. Jason know. May God continue to bless and keep all of you in His loving care today and always. 

**IF WE WISH TO ATTEND THE DIVINE LITURGY ON SUNDAY MORNINGS, PLEASE SIGN UP BY SATURDAY NIGHT!! HERE IS THE SIGN-UP LINK: https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX **
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2020)
Mrs. Diane Salvamoser            Reader Victor Shanchuk        Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue       495 Lafayette Avenue                    Elderwood Nursing Home (Memory Care Unit)                                       
Kenmore, NY 14217                       Buffalo, NY 14222                     245 Bassett Road                                 
716.875.9503                                   716.881.3096                                   Williamsville, NY (Room 30)                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       
274 Wadsworth Ave.                                      c/o Terrace View Long Term Care (Delaware Park)
Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  462 Grider Street
716.695.3068                                                 Buffalo, NY 14215
 
 
Mr. Albert Fadell                                         Andrew Wityk   
317.376.2562                                               Ellicott Center
                                                                     200 Seventh Street
                                                                     Buffalo, NY 14201

WEEKLY VIDEO SERMONS GIVEN BY HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL 

These sermons offered to us by The Diocese via video can be found on the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! There are videos for each week beginning with The Feast of Feasts – Holy Pascha!  Be sure to check them out!

+++++++++++++++++

An Invitation to Support the Stewards of the OCA!
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) set the direction for expanding our apostolic work in North America at the 18th All-American Council. The foundation for this work is Jesus Christ, Whom we encounter in our spiritual lives, stewardship, evangelism and outreach, and relations with others as we engage the world. Being a steward of the OCA goes beyond the financial gifts which support the work of our church. Being a steward is about caring for and knowing the history of the mission of the Orthodox Church here in North America and finding your place in that history. Having received this great gift of our Orthodox Faith, we bear the responsibility to continue the legacy of Saint Herman and Saint Tikhon; Saint Innocent and Saint Alexis and all the other saints known and unknown who have worked to build up and expand Christ's Church here in North America. Please consider being a part of that mission today by giving to the Stewards of the OCA. For more information, please visit The OCA Website: https://oca.org/become-a-steward 

+++++++++++++++++

An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute financial support.  To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link: http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling parishes. How about you?  Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the church.  May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. The Diocese of New York and New Jersey has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau."  The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

+++++++++++++++++

“Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL
His Eminence Archbishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point," offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. These instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! For those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are located on the table in the back of the church.  There are 14 videos! Be sure to check them out!    

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOKSTORE

As you are in the Parish Fellowship Hall for coffee hour, don't forget to check out our newly-formed Bookstore.  We have some new items that just arrived.  These items include: Icon ornaments, jewelry, Icons, prayer books, prayers ropes, and much more. If you need a Gift, come check out the Bookstore…you may find something you like!!   We are now also offering Gift Certificates for our Bookstore.  Please speak with Dave or Andrea for more details/information!! We thank David and Andrea Chmiel who are managing of our Bookstore for us.  If you have any questions or if you would like to order something that you do not see, please see or contact David or Andrea Chmiel and they will be able to assist you. You may also email them at: bookstore@stgeorgebuffalo.com.  May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you.

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH EDUICATION CORNER

Hieromartyr Hierotheus, Bishop of Athens

October 4

The Hieromartyr Hierotheus, the first Bishop of Athens, was a member of the Athenian Areopagos and was converted to Christ by the Apostle Paul together with Saint Dionysius the Areopagite (October 3). 

The saint was consecrated by the Apostle Paul to the rank of bishop. According to Tradition, Bishop Hierotheus was present with Saint Dionysius at the funeral of the Most Holy Theotokos. 

Saint Hierotheus died a martyr’s death in the first century. 

Glorification of Saint Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts, Apostle to the Americas

October 6

Glorification of Saint Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the Aleuts and Apostle to America (in the world John Popov-Veniaminov), was born on August 26, 1797 in the village of Anginsk in the Irkutsk diocese, into the family of a sacristan. The boy mastered his studies at an early age and by age seven, he was reading the Epistle in church. In 1806 they sent him to the Irkutsk seminary. In 1814, the new rector thought it proper to change the surnames of some of the students. John Popov received the surname Veniaminov in honor of the deceased Archbishop Benjamin of Irkutsk (+ July 8, 1814). On May 13, 1817 he was ordained deacon for the Irkutsk Annunciation church, and on May 18, 1821, he was ordained priest. 

The missionary service of the future Apostle of America and Siberia began with the year 1823. Father John spent 45 years laboring for the enlightenment of the peoples of Kamchatka, the Aleutian Islands, North America, Yakutsk, the Khabarov frontier, performing his apostolic exploit in severe conditions and at great risks to life. Saint Innocent baptized ten thousand people, and built churches, beside which he founded schools and he himself taught the fundamentals of the Christian life. His knowledge of various crafts and arts aided him in his work. 

Father John was a remarkable preacher. During the celebration of the Liturgy, memorial services and the all-night Vigil, he incessantly guided his flock. During his time of endless travels, Father John studied the languages, customs and habits of the peoples, among whom he preached. His work in geography, ethnography and linguistics received worldwide acclaim. He composed an alphabet and grammar for the Aleut language and translated the Catechism, the Gospel and many prayers into that language. One of the finest of his works was the Indication of the Way into the Kingdom of Heaven (1833), translated into the various languages of the peoples of Siberia and appearing in more than 40 editions. Thanks to the toil of Father John, the Yakut people in 1859 first heard the Word of God and divine services in their own native language. 

On November 29, 1840, after the death of his wife, Father John was tonsured a monk with the name Innocent by Saint Philaret, the Metropolitan of Moscow, in honor of Saint Innocent of Irkutsk. On December 15, Archimandrite Innocent was consecrated Bishop of Kamchatka, the Kurile and Aleutian Islands. On April 21, 1850 Bishop Innocent was elevated to the rank of archbishop. 

By the Providence of God on January 5, 1868, Saint Innocent succeeded Metropolitan Philaret on the Moscow cathedra. Through the Holy Synod, Metropolitan Innocent consolidated the secular missionary efforts of the Russian Church (already in 1839 he had proposed a project for improving the organization of missionary service).

Under the care of Metropolitan Innocent a Missionary Society was created, and the Protection monastery was reorganized for missionary work. In 1870 the Japanese Orthodox Spiritual Mission headed by Archimandrite Nicholas Kasatkin [afterwards Saint Nicholas of Japan, (February 3)] was set up, with whom Saint Innocent had shared much of his own spiritual experience. The guidance by Saint Innocent of the Moscow diocese was also fruitful, by his efforts, the church of the Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos was built up into the Moscow Spiritual Academy. 

Saint Innocent fell asleep in the Lord on March 31, 1879, on Holy Saturday, and was buried at the Holy Spirit Church of the Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra. On October 6, 1977, Saint Innocent was glorified by the Russian Orthodox Church. His memory is celebrated three times during the year: on March 31, the day of his blessed repose, on October 5 (Synaxis of the Moscow Hierarchs), and on October 6, the day of his glorification. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
As Ye Would that Men Should Do to You

Luke 6:31-36

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

27-36. But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, bless them that curse you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy tunic also. Give to every man that asketh of thee; and of him that taketh away thy goods ask them not again. And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? For sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? For sinners also do even the same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? For sinners also lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the sons of the Most High; for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 

The Apostles were about to be sent out to preach and many persecutors and plotters awaited them. If the Apostles were fearful and dismayed by persecution, they might want to protect themselves from their persecutors by keeping silent and not teaching. If that happened, the radiant sun of the Gospel would be extinguished. In anticipation of this, the Lord exhorts the Apostles not to give way to defensive measures against their enemies, but instead bravely to endure all things, even insults and murderous plots. This is what He Himself did on the Cross, saying, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do (Lk.23:34). To prove to the Apostles that this commandment to love ones enemies is possible to keep, He then says, "What you want to be done to you, do the same to others; and be to others that kind of person you want others to be to you." If you want your enemies to be hard, unfeeling, and angry towards you, then be the same yourself to them. But if you want them to be kind and compassionate towards you, and not to remember wrongs, do not think that it is impossible for you yourself to be the same towards them. Do you see this natural law which is written in our hearts? That is why the Lord also said, In those days I will surely put My laws into their mind, and write them on their hearts (Jer. 38:33). Then He adds another compelling reason to keep this commandment: if you love those who love you, you are like the sinners and the Gentiles; but if you love those who do evil to you, you are like God, Who is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Which do you desire—to be like sinners or to be like God? Do you see the divine teaching? First He persuaded you by means of the natural law: what you want to be done to you, do to others. Then He persuades you with the result and the reward—He promises that you will become like God.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

 

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14
 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. Matt. 22:37
 
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. Matt. 22:39
 
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. Matt. 5:44

 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD, LOVE IS NOT SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4

 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE ALWAYS HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS. LOVE NEVER FAILS!   1Cor. 13:7,8

[image: image3.jpg]The Golden Rule:

= Reflects God’s love for man.

= God deals with us on the basis of our needs, not
what we deserve. Ps. 103:8-10; Rom. 5:6,8,10.

= He wants us to be like Him! Matt. 5:44-45.

= Reflects our love for others.
= Luke 10:30-37

= Is Proactive, not reactive.

= It acts, without waiting to see what others are going
to do. James 4:17




JOIN ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL, TO PRAY AND FAST
FOR RECONCILIATION AND AN END TO CIVIL STRIFE
The clergy and faithful of the Diocese continue to mourn the tragic losses of life, the needless acts of violence, the divisions among races, and the civil strife which plague many of our cities and countrysides.

Our Lord’s own words instruct us as to what our response to injustice, inequality, violence and hopelessness must be:  “Whatever you do to the least of My brethren, you do it to Me” (Matthew 25:40), and “by this will all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:15). The Saints remind us that we are blind unless we see every human being – regardless of their differences – as made in the image, and after the likeness, of God (Genesis 1:26-27). And the Sermon on the Mount challenges us to become “peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.”

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King put it this way, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  Hate multiplies hate; violence multiplies violence in a descending spiral of destruction.”

The work of establishing justice and equality, and peace and love among all peoples in our country, cannot be achieved by one-time efforts; it must be an ongoing process of change, of repentance.  And some kinds of evil, according to our Savior, are only driven out “by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:21).

So, I invite all of our diocesan family to join with me in a Year Dedicated to Reconciliation and An End to Civil Strife by praying and fasting on the first day of every month, beginning Wednesday, July 1:  by praying the Akathist to the African Saints, and the Prayer for Racial Reconciliation (which is attached to this e-mail) – at 12:00 noon, and abstaining from eating lunch that day.

If  you cannot pray and fast at noon on that day, then choose another meal from which to fast, and another time to pray the Akathist … or at least offer the Prayer for Racial Reconciliation, which is at the conclusion of the service, if that is all that you have time to do.

We ask the Lord to help us become instruments of peace and reconciliation … for those who truly pray and fast for this cause, cannot be at the same time instruments of hatred and violence.

May Our Lord bring an end to the strife that divides the people of this country from one another … may He make us instruments of that process … and, may He grant mercy and blessed repose to all those who have been taken from us in acts of hatred and fear.  May their memory be eternal.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WE WILL GATHER TOGETHER AS A PARISH FAMILY IN PRAYER ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS AT 12:00 NOON AND SERVE “THE PRAYER SERVICE FOR AMERICA”:

Sunday November 1 (After Divine Liturgy)
Tuesday December 1            Friday January 1, 2021 (After Divine Liturgy)
Monday February 1               Monday March 1

Thursday April 1                    Saturday May 1

Tuesday June 1

**PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD AND INVITE OUR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS TO JOIN US IN PRAYER AS WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE PEACE, SALVATION, FORGIVENESS, AND HEALING OF OUR NATION!!*
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Resource Overview for Parents

Epistie/Apostot
2 Corinthians 6:.10

Gospel:
Luke 5111

Kontakion - Tone 7 / Plagal 3
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Questions for Your Kids.

Why do you thinkSt Paultriesto  +
encourage the reader o b fithul to
God?

Why were the aposties willng to die

for their belief i God? .
Ifsomeone told you t stop beleving

in God, what would you do?

Lear and Discover Together

How big is the lake where Poter,
Andrew, James and John were ishing?
What types of fish are found in the
lake?

How big of a boat would they have
used togo fishing? How many fish cold
the boat hold? How many would make.
itsink?

 Liturgical Life

+ Inthe Fear of God, draw near

How should we approach the chalice  +
during theliturgy?

How should we act sfte receiving the
Eucharist?

Whyis our behavior important when  *

receving the Body and Blood of
Chrst?

Why do you think we make the
sgn of the cross when spproaching
the chalice and after receiving the
Encharist?

Which communion prayers do we say
before going tolturgy?

Why did the Theotokos appear tothe +
peopleinchurch?

In theicon, the Virgin Mary is holding *

Her veilover the people,how does:
that make you feel? .

How docs th Viegin Mary watch over s
oday?

How can we communicate with the:
Theotakos?

Why do we pray o the MotherofGod?

 Daily Living .

+ Making
od

ough decisions .

with God's help

What kind of decisions do youmake  +
which may be diffcutfo you?

How does prayer help you remain
calm in God'spresence? .
Why s gratitude to God importantfor
our spriual growth?

How would you respond fesus called
1o you o follow him, like He did o the
apostles?

Why are we called 1o be like the
aposties?

ORTHODOX
A Journeys

Inthe Week Ahead...





