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Feast of the Nativity of Our 
Most Holy Lady,the  

Theotokos and Ever-Virgin 
Mary 

SEPTEMBER 8 

 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos        
and Ever Virgin Mary: The Most Holy Virgin        
Mary was born at a time when people had         
reached such a degree of moral decay that it         
seemed altogether impossible to restore them.      
People often said that God must come into the         
world to restore faith and not permit the ruin of          
mankind. 

The Son of God chose to take on human         
nature for the salvation of mankind, and chose        
as His Mother the All-Pure Virgin Mary, who        
alone was worthy to give birth to the Source of          
purity and holiness. 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos        
and Ever Virgin Mary is celebrated by the        
Church as a day of universal joy. Within the         
context of the Old and the New Testaments,        
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary was born on this         
radiant day, having been chosen before the       
ages by Divine Providence to bring about the        
Mystery of the Incarnation of the Word of God.         
She is revealed as the Mother of the Savior of          
the World, Our Lord Jesus Christ. The Most        
Holy Virgin Mary was born in the small city of          
Galilee, Nazareth. Her parents were     
Righteous Joachim of the tribe of the       
Prophet-King David, and Anna from the tribe       
of the First Priest Aaron. The couple was        
without child, since Saint Anna was barren. 

Having reached old age, Joachim and Anna       
did not lose hope in God’s mercy. They had         
strong faith that for God everything is possible,        
and that He would be able to overcome the         

barrenness of Anna even in her old age, as He          
had once overcame the barrenness of Sarah,       
spouse of the Patriarch Abraham. Saints      
Joachim and Anna vowed to dedicate the child        
which the Lord might give them, to the service         
of God in the Temple. 

Childlessness was considered among the     
Hebrew nation as a Divine punishment for sin,        
and therefore the righteous Saints Joachim      
and Anna had to endure abuse from their own         
countrymen. On one of the feastdays at the        
Temple in Jerusalem the elderly Joachim      
brought his sacrifice to offer to God, but the         
High Priest would not accept it, considering       
him to be unworthy since he was childless. 

Saint Joachim in deep grief went into the        
wilderness, and there he prayed with tears to        
the Lord for a child. Saint Anna wept bitterly         
when she learned what had happened at the        
Jerusalem Temple. Never once did she      
complain against the Lord, but rather she       
prayed to ask God’s mercy on her family. The         
Lord fulfilled her petitions when the pious       
couple had attained to extreme old age and        
prepared themselves by virtuous life for a       
sublime calling: to be the parents of the Most         
Holy Virgin Mary, the future Mother of the Lord         
Jesus Christ. 

The Archangel Gabriel brought Joachim and      
Anna the joyous message that their prayers       
were heard by God, and of them would be         
born a most blessed daughter Mary, through       
Whom would come the Salvation of all the        
World. The Most Holy Virgin Mary surpassed       
in purity and virtue not only all mankind, but         
also the angels. She was manifest as the        
living Temple of God, so the Church sings in         
its festal hymns: “the East Gate... bringing       
Christ into the world for the salvation of our         
souls” (2nd Stikhera on “Lord, I Have Cried”,        
Tone 6). The Nativity of the Theotokos marks        
the change of the times when the great and         
comforting promises of God for the salvation       
of the human race from slavery to the devil are          
about to be fulfilled. This event has brought to         
earth the grace of the Kingdom of God, a         
Kingdom of Truth, piety, virtue and everlasting       
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life. The Theotokos is revealed to all of us by          
grace as a merciful Intercessor and Mother, to        
Whom we have recourse with filial devotion.      

 

Feast of the UNIVERSAL 

EXALTATION OF THE 

PRECIOUS AND 

LIFE-GIVING CROSS 
SEPTEMBER 14 

The Elevation of the Venerable and      
Life-Creating Cross of the Lord: The pagan       
Roman emperors tried to completely eradicate      
from human memory the holy places where       
our Lord Jesus Christ suffered and was       
resurrected for mankind. The Emperor     
Hadrian (117-138) gave orders to cover over       
the ground of Golgotha and the Sepulchre of        
the Lord, and to build a temple of the pagan          
goddess Venus and a statue of Jupiter. 

Pagans gathered at this place and offered       
sacrifice to idols there. Eventually after 300       
years, by Divine Providence, the great      
Christian sacred remains, the Sepulchre of the       
Lord and the Life-Creating Cross were again       
discovered and opened for veneration. This      
took place under the Emperor Constantine the       
Great (306-337) after his victory in the year        
312 over Maxentius, ruler of the Western part        
of the Roman empire, and over Licinius, ruler        
of its Eastern part. In the year 323 Constantine         
became the sole ruler of the vast Roman        
Empire. 

In 313 he had issued the Edict of Milan, by          
which the Christian religion was legalized and       
the persecutions against Christians in the      
Western half of the empire were stopped. The        
ruler Licinius, although he had signed the       
Edict of Milan to oblige Constantine, still       
fanatically continued the persecutions against     
Christians. Only after his conclusive defeat did       
the 313 Edict of Milan extend also to the         
Eastern part of the empire. The Holy Equal of         
the Apostles Emperor Constantine, having     
gained victory over his enemies in three wars        
with God’s assistance, had seen in the       

heavens the Sign of the Cross, and written        
beneath: “By this you shall conquer.” Ardently       
desiring to find the Cross on which our Lord         
Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine      
sent his mother, the pious Empress Helen       
(May 21), to Jerusalem, providing her with a        
letter to Saint Macarius, Patriarch of      
Jerusalem. Although the holy empress Helen      
was already in her declining years, she set        
about completing the task with enthusiasm.      
The empress gave orders to destroy the       
pagan temple and the statues in Jerusalem.       
Searching for the Life-Creating Cross, she      
made inquiry of Christians and Jews, but for a         
long time her search remained unsuccessful. 

Finally, they directed her to a certain elderly        
Hebrew by the name of Jude who stated that         
the Cross was buried where the temple of        
Venus stood. They demolished the pagan      
temple and, after praying, they began to       
excavate the ground. Soon the Tomb of the        
Lord was uncovered. Not far from it were three         
crosses, a board with the inscription ordered       
by Pilate, and four nails which had pierced the         
Lord’s Body (March 6). 

In order to discern on which of the three         
crosses the Savior was crucified, Patriarch      
Macarius alternately touched the crosses to a       
corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched        
the dead one, he came to life. Having beheld         
the raising of the dead man, everyone was        
convinced that the Life-Creating Cross was      
found. 

Christians came in a huge throng to venerate        
the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Macarius to       
elevate the Cross, so that even those far off         
might reverently contemplate it. Then the      
Patriarch and other spiritual leaders raised up       
the Holy Cross, and the people, saying “Lord        
have mercy,” reverently prostrated before the      
Venerable Wood. This solemn event occurred      
in the year 326. During the discovery of the         
Life-Creating Cross another miracle took     
place: a grievously sick woman, beneath the       
shadow of the Holy Cross, was healed       
instantly. The elder Jude and other Jews there        
believed in Christ and accepted Holy Baptism.       
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Jude received the name Cyriacus and      
afterwards was consecrated Bishop of     
Jerusalem. During the reign of Julian the       
Apostate (361-363) he accepted a martyr’s      
death for Christ (see October 28). 

The holy empress Helen journeyed to the holy        
places connected with the earthly life of the        
Savior, building more than 80 churches, at       
Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ, and on the        
Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to        
Heaven, and at Gethsemane where the Savior       
prayed before His sufferings and where the       
Mother of God was buried after her death.        
Saint Helen took part of the Life-Creating       
Wood and nails with her to Constantinople.       
The holy emperor Constantine gave orders to       
build at Jerusalem a majestic and spacious       
church in honor of the Resurrection of Christ,        
also including under its roof the Life-Giving       
Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. The temple        
was constructed in about ten years. Saint       
Helen did not survive until the dedication of        
the temple, she died in the year 327. The         
church was consecrated on September 13,      
335. On the following day, September 14, the        
festal celebration of the Exaltation of the       
Venerable and Life-Creating Cross was     
established. 

Another event connected to the Cross of the        
Lord is remembered also on this day: its        
return to Jerusalem from Persia after a       
fourteen year captivity. During the reign of the        

Byzantine emperor Phocas (602-610) the     
Persian emperor Khozroes II in a war against        
the Greeks defeated the Greek army,      
plundered Jerusalem and captured both the      
Life-Creating Cross of the Lord and the Holy        
Patriarch Zachariah (609-633). 

The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen       
years and only under the emperor Heraclius       
(610-641), who with the help of God defeated        
Khozroes and concluded peace with his      
successor and son Syroes, was the Cross of        
the Lord returned to the Christians. 

With great solemnity the Life-creating Cross      
was transferred to Jerusalem. Emperor     
Heraclius in imperial crown and royal purple       
carried the Cross of Christ into the temple of         
the Resurrection. With the emperor went      
Patriarch Zacharios. At the gates by which       
they ascended Golgotha, the emperor     
suddenly stopped and was not able to proceed        
farther. The holy Patriarch explained to the       
emperor that an angel of the Lord was        
blocking his way. The emperor was told to        
remove his royal trappings and to walk       
barefoot, since He Who bore the Cross for the         
salvation of the world from sin had made His         
way to Golgotha in all humility. Then Heraclius        
donned plain garb, and without further      
hindrance, carried the Cross of Christ into the        
church. 

 

 

 

A Message From Fr. Jason 
 
THE GREAT FEASTS OF THE NATIVITY 

OF THE THEOTOKOS AND 

THE ELEVATION OF THE CROSS 

CHURCH NEW YEAR 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST! GLORY FOREVER! 

 

“​THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS 

MADE! LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN 

IT!” 

I greet all of you with these words of         

praise as we begin another year within the        

Liturgical and Spiritual Life of Our Church. 

Every year on September 1, Orthodox      

Christians around the world celebrate this      

Great Feast to mark the beginning of their        

spiritual journey through  

the cycle of Feasts. Whereas many of       

the Feasts of the Church revolve around       

Great & Holy Pascha, it is September 1st        
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that is the start of the Church Calendar. As         

such, this would be a great time for us, as          

Christians, to choose a goal that is       

appropriate for our own spirituality. Perhaps      

we need to attend the weekly services that        

are offered on a more regular basis, pray a         

little more each day, read the Bible all the         

way through, fast more often or more       

strictly, extend our time, talents, and efforts       

a little more. Whatever we need to do to         

grow spiritually, we need to start today! 

The commemoration of The Church     

New Year, itself, reminds us of the constant        

need to re-evaluate and recapture that      

which is central to our lives as Orthodox        

Christians, to restore balance in all we do,        

and in repentance to make an earnest       

attempt to set aside a portion—the “first       

portion”—of our time to acquire the peace of        

the Holy Spirit. 

By entering the ecclesiastical year we      

discover -- perhaps for the first time -- the         

mercy and love of God revealed in the        

celebrations, which open to us the great       

acts of salvation. In these celebrations,      

culminating in the celebration of the Divine       

Liturgy, the body of Christians is made into        

the body of Christ. In these celebrations,       

the Kingdom of God is being proclaimed and        

revealed. With the proclamation of the      

Gospel we are given the opportunity to       

receive the living Word of God which renews        

and illumines those seeking "to run the race        

that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). By        

embracing this Word we are invited to draw        

near and receive from the table of the        

Kingdom the bread of life and the fountain        

of immortality. 

 

My dear Brothers and Sisters in      

Christ, a great and awesome gift has been        

entrusted to us. By entering the      

Ecclesiastical Year, we are given the      

opportunity to proclaim, in word and in       

deed, The Gospel of new and eternal life.        

Let us draw near together, as a parish        

family, and enter with great joy into the        

mystery of the Liturgical Life of our Church.        

Let us proclaim to the world, the saving acts         

of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ by         

fulfilling and proclaiming His beloved     

Gospel. 

 

As we begin the New Liturgical Year, I        

encourage all of us to participate more in        

the Liturgical and Spiritual Life of our Parish.        

We will be offering more services to allow        

everyone the opportunity of growing in their       

spiritual life as well as to participate more in         

the Liturgical Life of the Parish. We will also         

be offering more Educational class for both       

the children and the adults of our parish to         

allow the opportunity for all of us to grow in          

our faith (Book Club, Bible Study Class,       

Adult Education Class, Church School,     

Monthly Parish Family Gatherings). We also      

have many projects and activities planned      

for the coming year that we will require        

everyone's efforts. Through these activities     

we will allow ourselves the opportunity of       

coming together as a parish family in prayer        

to enjoy fellowship with one another as       

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

As we begin the New Liturgical Year, I        

encourage all of us to continue our love,        

prayer, and support for one another. For       

through these efforts on everyone’s part,      

not only will our beloved parish family       

continue to grow in faith and in love but         

more so it will become what God has        

intended it to be: A Thriving and Living        

Body of Christ living and proclaiming the       

Gospel message of His Beloved Son: Our       

Lord Jesus Christ.  

My dear brothers and sisters in      

Christ, as we begin the New Liturgical Year,        

I humbly ask for your forgiveness if I have         

failed you in any way as your parish priest,         

as your teacher, as your shepherd, as your        

father in Christ during these past 12       

months. I ask for your continued love,       

support, and prayers for Matushka Katia and       

I, Anna and Alexandra, our family and for        

one another. For together, through our      

faith, love, and prayers and God’s Grace and        

Love, we will be able to grow! We will be          

able to expand! We will be able to provide a          

spiritual home for everyone who desires to       

come to know Christ and to live Christ so         

that they may grow in their faith and love. 
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As always, be assured of my      

continued love and prayers for all of you,        

your families,and our beloved parish family. 

 

Through the prayers of our Father      

among The Saints: The Holy Great-Martyr      

and Wonderworker St. George the     

Victorious, May God continue to bless, guide       

us, and protect us and keep us always in His          

Loving Care as we strive to live, proclaim,        

and minister The Gospel of His Beloved Our        

Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

WIth Love in Christ, 

Fr. Jason  

 

 

 
Live Stream of Divine Services 
 

As a friendly reminder, ALL DIVINE SERVICES       

WILL CONTINUE TO LIVE-STREAMED from Fr.      

Jason’s Facebook page and our Parish Youtube       

Page so that we can still be together and pray          

together. So please continue to join us in        

prayer!! There are three ways you can join us         

in prayer via Live-Stream even if we do not         

have a FaceBook account: 

  

1) Go directly to our Parish      

Website (​www.stgeorgebuffalo.com​)  

and on our homepage you will see a a         

box that says ‘Restream: Stream     

currently offline”. When ‘live-stream’    

is active, the live video will      

automatically appear. 

  

2) Go directly to Fr. Jason’s      

Facebook Page  

https://www.facebook.com/jason.van

such 

and there you will see the      

Live-stream video. 

  

3) Go directly to our Parish      

Youtube Page  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/U

Cft4AWAX2COrLZExfMJc5KQ 

and there you will see the      

Live-stream video. 

 

Attending the Sunday Divine    
Liturgies in person 
 
If ​single parish members or parish member       
households - UP TO 33 PEOPLE IN CHURCH        
AND 30 PEOPLE IN THE PARISH      
FELLOWSHIP HALL AT EACH DIVINE     
LITURGY - would like to attend the Divine        
Liturgy on a Sunday please refer to the following         
signup link  
https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX​.We have  
updated the signup application for our parish to        
ensure that everyone will have an opportunity to        
come to the Church OR Parish Fellowship Hall for         
Divine Liturgy (slots 1-33 for the Church and slots         
34-64 for the Paish Fellowship Hall). All of the         
information pertaining to signing up is contained       
within the signup invitation/application. 
 
 

The signup links will also appear on the front          
page of our parish website as well to make it easier           
for everyone to sign. 
 
The live stream will be available in the Parish          

Fellowship Hall and Fr. Jason or Fr. Andreja will         
come into the Hall to distribute Holy Communion to         
those present. Please keep in mind that if the         
church is “full” we can not travel between the         
Parish Fellowship Hall and the Church 
 
 
Prior to coming to Church for Divine Liturgy        
during one of the attendance time slots or to         
one of the time slots following Divine Liturgy,        
please review and adhere to the Diocesan       
Guidelines that are also posted at the front        
entrance to our church. 
 
**MY DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN      
CHRIST PLEASE MAKE SURE WE READ      
THESE DIOCESAN GUIDELINES AS WE     
MUST ADHERE TO THEM AND AND      
FOLLOW THEM!** 
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Parish Activities 

 

PARISH COUNCIL 

The next meeting will be Sunday, 

September 12 at 5:00 PM 

 (In-Person in the Church following Great 

Vespers) 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL 

 

OPENING OF CHURCH SCHOOLFOR THE 
SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 2020 

10:00 AM  

OUTDOOR DIVINE LITURGY 

Followed by The Blessing of Backpacks  

Following the Divine Liturgy, we will hold a “Bring 
Your Own Picnic” Lunch  on the Rectory Property!  

**Bring your own picnic lunch to share with your 
family and enjoy an afternoon of Christian Fellowship 
with our brothers and sisters in Christ! Tables, Chairs, 

and Beverages will be provided**  

If we are not able to make it to the Liturgy and 
would still like to have our backpacks blessed, 
please contact Fr. Jason to make 
arrangements. 

 
The 1​st​ Day of Church School is 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 4, 2020 

*All Classes will be held via Zoom with age/class 
appropriate materials from “Orthodox Journeys” 

- The First Sunday of Every Month will be 
Youth Sunday as well as Q&A with Fr. Jay 

- May introduce 1x month Saturday Divine 
Liturgy for our younger families with 
children 

- Also discussed the possibility of holding a 
Fall Outing for the Church School Social 
Distant Picnic Lunch at local park with 
Trivia Games  

- 1​st​ Confession Classes will resume via Zoom for 
potential holding 1​st​ Confession during Great 
Lent 2021 

- Possible Church School Outings to 
Hamburg Christmas Lights and Fatima 
Shrine 

 
BIBLE STUDY 

Next Class - Monday September 14 at 7:15 

PM (Via Zoom) 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Next Class - Sunday September 20 at 6:00 

PM (Via Zoom) 

 

ADULT EDUCATION/CATECHUMENS' 

CLASS 

Next Class - Monday September 28 at 7:15 

PM (Via Zoom) 

 

SISTERHOOD OF ST. GEORGE 

 

SEMINARIAN SPONSORSHIP 

Sbdn. Maximos, Michelle, and their     

daughter Madeline Gibson are being     

sponsored by the Parish. He is a 2nd Year         

Seminarian at St. Tikhon’s Orthodox     

Theological Seminary. The parish has     

committed to a monthly stipend of      

$1,000.0. We also would like to send gift        

cards to them periodically. Local stores are       

Wegmans, Target, Walmart, Kohls. If     

anyone would like to contribute to our       

“Adopt a Seminarian Fund”, please see or       

contact Fr. Jason or Barbara Kuvshinoff. 

 
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH 

BOOKSTORE 

When you are in the Parish Fellowship Hall        

for coffee hour, don't forget to check out our         

Bookstore. We have some new items that       

just arrived. These items include icon      

ornaments, jewelry, icons, prayer books,     

prayer ropes, and much more. If you need a         

gift, come check out the bookstore.... you       

may find something you like!! We are also        
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offering gift certificates for our bookstore.      

Please speak with Dave or Andrea for more        

details/information. We thank David and     

Andrea who are managing our bookstore for       

us. If you have any questions or if you         

would like to order something that you do        

not see, please see or contact Dave or        

Andrea and they will be able to assist you.         

You may also email them at      

bookstore@stgeorgebuffalo.com. May God   

continue to bless and guide all of you. 

 

 

OCA Websites of 

Interest/Information 
The OCA website is ​https://www.oca.org/​ You will 
find readings for the daily saints and feasts, , daily 
Bible  readings,  texts for the various services, and 
other information about Orthodox teachings. 
 
The Diocese of New York and New Jersey 
website is ​nynjoca.org​. You will find texts for 
reader services, announcements from the various 
departments and from Bishop Michael, as well as 
other information. 

 

Orthodox Electronic Daily 

Planner 
Keep a daily focus on Christ with Scriptural 

readings, fast days, prayers, saints of the 

day, and inspiration from the Fathers. ​The 

Planner ​follows the Ecclesiastical (church) 

year beginning in September and ending in 

August.  You can also use it to keep track of 

your personal schedule and appointments 

iCal, Google Calendar, Outlook, etc.).  Once 

in your calendar, you will be able to easily 

synchronize this information and take it with 

you on your PDA (iPhone, Android, Windows 

Phone, etc.). It is easy to synchronize with 

your mobile devices!  

Go to 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/planner​ to 

download the planner to your devices 

 

On-line Retreats 

Ancient Faith has moved several of their 
retreats to online presentations: 
https://www.ancientfaith.com/events 

Renewing You: An Online Retreat with Rev.       
Dr. Nicholas and Dr. Roxanne Louh 

Saturday, October 17, 2020 11:00 am -       
3:00 pm ET  Cost: $70 

In these hard times, many people are looking        
inward, hoping to benefit in some way from the         
changes going on around them and within       
them. If this sounds like you, we invite you to          
spend an afternoon with a priest and a        
psychologist. Fr. Nicholas and Dr. Roxanne      
will help you understand where you are, and        
they'll give you the keys to unlock what's        
holding you back from the renewal and       
transformation God has in mind for you.       
Registrants will receive a complimentary copy      
of the Louhs' upcoming book, ​Renewing You:       
A Priest, a Psychologist, and a Plan​, and the         
retreat will draw on principles explained in the        
book. 

Seven Holy Women and You: Walking with       
the Saints 

November 14-15, 2020 Saturday, November     
14 11:00 am - 6:00 pm ET & Sunday,         
November 15, 2020 3:00 pm - 6:00 pm ET         
Cost is $70 

This year, the beloved Ancient Faith Women's       
Retreat moves online for a special journey into        
the lives of seven women saints and the ways         
they foster our own spiritual identity. Created       
as both a deeply personal and enriching       
communal experience, our live, interactive     
webinar retreat will feature the writers of       
Seven Holy Women: A Storytelling Devotional,      
which releases from Ancient Faith Publishing      
this fall. A copy of the book is complimentary         
with each registration package, and registrants      
will receive the book in time to begin reading         
and writing in it before the retreat. 
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Parish Shut-ins 

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are 

homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. Let us remember them that 

GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them. Also, during the Year, let us take to 

time to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we 

love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them. 

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please 

see or contact Fr. Jason.  
  
  

Mrs. Diane Salvamoser                 Reader Victor Shanchuk                      Mrs. Luba Japadjief   
147 West Hazeltine Avenue          495 Lafayette Avenue                      Elderwood Nursing Home  

               (Memory Care Unit)  - Room 30 
Kenmore, NY 14217                Buffalo, NY 14222                                      245 Bassett Road  
716.875.9503                                 716.881.3096                                   Williamsville, NY  
 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                    Mrs. Mary Massey                                                       Mr. Miro Gergoff  
274 Wadsworth Ave                    c/o Terrace View Long Term Care  508 Massachusetts Ave 
                                                             (Delaware Park)  
Tonawanda, NY 14150               462 Grider Street                                                           Buffalo, NY 14213 
716.695.3068                               Buffalo, NY 14215                                                       716.649.4029  

Mr. Albert Fadell -  317.376.2562  

 

 

Our Parish Outreach   

Missions 
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PUSH Buffalo ​is a local Charity      

Organization that helps supports the needs      

of families: 

​Donate Now | PUSH Mutual Aid Response to         

COVID-19 by PUSH Buffalo 

HEARTS FOR THE HOMELESS 

There are over 400 red bins located       

throughout the area. The organization     

collects items to sell in the thrift store as         

well as items that can be recycled. With the         

money earned, they provide meals for the       

homeless of Buffalo from their mobile soup       

kitchen as well as a food pantry open to         

local families. They also are in need of        

donations of food for the soup kitchen and        

food pantry.  

In the spirit of outreach and almsgiving, the        

Sisterhood of St. George will be coordinating       

a monthly food drive to support Hearts for        

the Homeless, which is a mobile soup       

kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and       

chronic homeless on the street.     

Characterized by a profound spiritual     

motivation, the program offers nourishing     

food, as well as clothing, pertinent      

information regarding area services,    

companionship and hope for the future.The      

website is  

http://heartsforthehomeless.org 

Each month we will request a specific        

non-perishable food item or items that will       

be taken to the Hearts location at the end of          

the month. Items will be placed in a        

designated bin in the community center.      

How can you participate? It’s easy! When       

you do you grocery shopping just pick up        

the monthly Hearts item and bring it to        

church and place it in the bin. We’ll make         

sure it gets to the soup kitchen for Hearts to          

use.  

 

HOMESPACE 

The mission of Homespace is to provide not        

only transitional housing, but also provide      

support programs to help families in need       

break away from dependency and begin a       

new life of personal growth and economic       

independence. Homespace provides   

affordable housing for young (ages 16 - 21),        

homeless, single parent families. 

HomeSpace is a local community     

organization ministering to local teens and      

pre-teen moms which provides    

comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms       

(providing those essential items necessary     

for caring for their children: diapers, wipes,       

baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8      

years old). Homespace Corporation supports     

at-risk young women to achieve     

independence two generations at a time. We       

have begun a partnership with HomeSpace      

as part of our continued on-going outreach       

parish ministry. For more information about      

HomeSpace, please visit their website:     

http://www.homespacecorp.org 

 

BUFFALO CITY MISSION 

We have our on-going collection for The       

Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the        

spiritual and practical needs of the poor       

through the demonstration of the love and       

preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in        

providing love, care, shelter, food, and      

other means necessary to those in      

need.This organization provides meals,    

shelter, and services to the homeless. They       

are looking for donations of canned goods       

and other non-perishable food as well as       

hygiene products, feminine products, socks,     

underwear, undershirts, etc). Items may be      

brought and placed in the bin located in the         

Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information      

about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their       

website:​ ​www.​buffalocitymission​.org 

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 

We provide monthly dinners to the residents       

and families who are here in the Buffalo        

Area receiving medical treatment at our      

local hospitals. 

If anyone is interested in helping out and        

assisting with this monthly ministry project      

by providing the earthly foods as well as the         

spiritual foods alongside Fr. Jason, please      
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see or contact him. We will begin providing        

our monthly meals in September.  

For more information about Kevin Guest      

House, please visit their website:     

https://kevinguesthouse.com 

MATS FOR MISSION 

We collect, sort, and plarn plastic bags into        

secure, heavy, weather resistant sleeping     

mats for our brothers and sisters in need        

here in The Buffalo Area. 

If anyone is interested in helping out and        

assisting with this monthly ministry project      

by providing plastic bags, sorting them as       

well as plarning them please see or contact        

Barbara Kuvshinoff. We will begin providing      

our monthly meals in September.  

For more information about Mats for      

Mission, please visit their Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1731479

957104391/ 

 
Diocesan Ministries 
AN INVITATION TO SUPPORT THE     

STEWARDS OF THE OCA 

The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) set       

the direction for expanding our apostolic      

work in North America at the 18​th       

All-American Council. The foundation for this      

work is Jesus Christ, Whom we encounter in        

our spiritual lives, stewardship, evangelism     

and outreach, and relations with others as       

we engage the world. Being a steward of        

the OCA goes beyond the financial gifts       

which support the work of our church. Being        

a steward is about caring for and knowing        

the history of the mission of the Orthodox        

Church here in North America and finding       

your place in that history. Having received       

this great gift of our Orthodox Faith, we        

bear the responsibility to continue the      

legacy of Saint Herman and Saint Tikhon;       

Saint Innocent and Saint Alexis and all the        

other saints known and unknown who have       

worked to build up and expand Christ's       

Church here in North America. Please      

consider being a part of that mission today        

by giving to the Stewards of the OCA. For         

more information, please visit The OCA      

Website:​ ​https://oca.org/become-a-steward  

AN INVITATION TO SUPPORT THE     

MINISTRY OF THE DDB  

In order to fund necessary ministries and       

fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese         

of New York and New Jersey,      

Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors   

generously contribute financial support. To     

learn more about the DDB, please go to the         

following link: ​http://vimeo.com/71021182   

and watch a 60 second video inviting you to         

join the ever-growing list of Distinguished      

Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New       

York and New Jersey who joyfully support       

the on-going work of our diocese. Their       

support allows us to provide assistance to       

new mission parishes, scholarships to     

seminarians, support the departments of     

The Diocese, and much-needed    

encouragement to older struggling parishes.     

How about you? Our parish is a member of         

the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please         

see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet         

from the table in the back of the church.         

May God continue to bless and guide you for         

your continued support. 

MONTHLY PUBLICATIONS 

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey        

has two monthly newsletters: ​"First     

Fruits" and ​"Beyond the Plateau." ​The      

goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael,is      

to increase communication and grow the      

communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in      

the building-up and ​strengthening of our      

parish communities. ​To learn more about      

these monthly diocesan publications, please     

refer to the diocesan website:     

http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html​. 

“​LESSONS IN OUR FAITH” VIDEO     

PRESENTED BY HIS EMINENCE    

ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL 
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His Eminence Archbishop Michael presents a      

series of talks on matters of faith, belief,        

and the teachings of the Church. These       

instructional videos are concise and to the       

point, offering Orthodox Christians    

much-needed information, helpful advice for     

their spiritual journey, and assistance in      

answering questions that may come from      

non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The     

goal is that we might better know and        

better live our faith. These instructional      

videos can be found at the Diocesan       

Website: ​http://www.nynjoca.org​! ​There   

are 14 videos! Be sure to check them        

out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George Church Calendar of Services for September 

2020  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

  

 

 

 1 

The Great Feast   

of the Liturgical   

Ecclesiastical 

New Year 

 

2 

 

3 

 

4 5 
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6 

 

9:15 am 

The Hours 

 

9:30amDivine 

Liturgy 

followed by  

Memorial Litia 

 

Outdoor Coffee  

Hour 

Fellowship 

following 

Divine Liturgy 

 

1:30 pm 

Blessing of  

Waters at Hoyt   

Lake 

7 

Eve of The   

Great Feast of   

the Nativity of   

The Most-Holy  

Theotokos 

 

  

6 pm

Great 

Vespers with  

Litiya  

 

8 

The Great  

Feast of the   

Nativity of  

The  

Most-Holy 

Theotokos 

 

 

 

9:30 am  

Festal Divine  

Liturgy 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

Paraklesis  

10 

 

 

9 am

Akathist 

Service to  

St. George 

 

 

11 

 

9:30 am 

 

9/11 

Memorial 

Prayer 

Service for 

America 

 

 

12 

 

10:00am 

Divine Liturgy  

followed by  

Moleben 

Prayer 

Service  & 

Blessing of 

Children’s 

Backpacks 

 

Opening of 

Church School 

&  

Church School 

Picnic 

 

4 pm Great 

Vespers  

 

5 pm  

Parish 

Council 

Meeting 

13 

9:15 am 

The Hours 

 

9:30amDivine 

Liturgy 

followed by  

Memorial Litia 

 

Outdoor Coffee  

Hour 

Fellowship 

following 

Divine Liturgy 

 

12:30pm  

Great Vespers  

with Litiya and   

Procession of  

Cross 

 

14 

The Great 

Feast of the 

Elevation of  

the Precious 

Cross of Our 

Lord  

 

Strict Fast 

9:30 am 

Festal 

Divine 

Liturgy 

 

6:00 pm 

Monthly 

Healing 

Prayer 

Service 

7:15 pm 

Bible Study 

Class 

15 

9 am Daily 

Matins 

 

16 

6 pm 

Paraklesis  

 

 

17 

9 am

Akathist 

Service to  

St. George 

18 19 

4 pm

Vespers 

 

20 

9:15 am 

The Hours 

 

9:30amDivine 

Liturgy 

followed by  

Memorial Litia 

 

Outdoor Coffee  

Hour 

Fellowship 

following 

Divine Liturgy 

21 22 

9 am Daily 

Matins 

 

23 

6 pm

Paraklesis 

Service to 

the  

Theotokos 

  

24 

9 am

Akathist 

Service 

 

 

25 26 

4 pm

Vespers 

September  2020Trophy Bearer - Page 13  



 

 

6:00 pm St. 

George Book 

Club (via 

Zoom) 

 

 

 

27 

9:15 am 

The Service of   

General 

Confession 

 

9:30amDivine 

Liturgy 

followed by  

Memorial Litia 

 

Outdoor Coffee  

Hour 

Fellowship 

following 

Divine Liturgy 

 

Parish Meeting/ 

Discussion via 

Zoom 

28 

 

6:00 pm 

Monthly 

Healing 

Prayer 

Service 

 

7:15 pm 

Bible Study 

Class 

29 

 

9 am Daily 

Matins 

 

30 

 

Eve of the 

Feast of the 

Protection of 

the 

Theotokos 

 

 

6:00PM 

Great 

Vespers 

Oct 1 

 

Feast of the 

Protection of 

the 

Theotokos 

9:30 am 

Divine 

Liturgy 

Oct 2 Oct 3 

4 pm

Vespers 
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