ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA                                   DIOCESE OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY

[image: image1.jpg]



St. George Orthodox Church

2 Nottingham Terrace - Buffalo, NY 14216

(716) 875-4222 ~ stgeorgebuffalo.com ~ jvansuch@hotmail.com

V. Rev. Jason Vansuch, Parish Priest
PROPOSED UPDATED PASTORAL GUIDELINES FOR 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH FOR THE GRADUAL RE-OPENING OUR PARISH 

Presented to His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL 

Thursday July 2, 2020
Your Eminence:

Master Bless!

Glory to Jesus Christ!     Glory Forever!
Greetings to you on this Feast of The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the Most Holy Mother of God at Blachernae. We pray that you are doing well and keeping safe and staying healthy.
Together with the Parish Council, we present the following updated guidelines for the safety and well-being of our parishioners and those who pray with us here at St. George Orthodox Church for your Archpastoral Blessing and Approval: 

As directed by His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL, we will follow the newly-updated Diocesan Directives as set forth by The Diocese of New York and New Jersey (May 8, 2020) as well as continue to follow the  common-sense measures as advised by the CDC. These Diocesan Directives will be followed and adhered to in the Parish for both Liturgical Services as well as activities in the Parish Fellowship Hall until such a time that His Eminence blesses us and approves us to fully re-open the Parish once we have reached Phase 3, Stage 7 in accordance with CDC guidelines set forth by the local civil authorities. 
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Guidelines
Phase 1 Stage | Services are completely suspended; no Divine Services are
0 served
Phase 1 Stage | Sunday liturgy served by limited cohort
1
Phase 1 Stage | Additional weekly liturgies served by limited cohort
2
Phase 1 Stage | The Divine Office is offered by a limited cohort
3
Phase 2 Stage | Adding parishioners to liturgical cohort according to limits set
4 by civil directives;
Allowance for Baptisms, Reception of Converts, in person
Confession, Marriages, with strict limits on attendance
Phase 2 Stage | Allowance for in person meetings: Parish Council, Coffee
5 Fellowship according to limits set by civil decrees
Allowance for Baptisms, Reception of Converts, in person
Confession, Marriages, with slight loosening for limits on
attendance
Phase 2 Stage | Careful increase of the number of parishioners to liturgical
6 cohort according to limits set by civil directives
Allowance for Baptisms, Reception of Converts, in person
Confession, Marriages, with equivalent loosening for limits on
attendance
Phase 3 Stage | Continued increase of activity that leads to full re-opening





A parish cannot advance through multiple stages at once.  

In discussing the recent June 30 announcement regarding Houses of Worship from Governor Cuomo with the parish council, we have decided to continue with OPTION 2 as described below:

(Option 2) One to three Liturgies per week, with a maximum of 33 persons in the congregation, with a scheduled rotation of parishioners attending, so that all parishioners able to attend may have a regular opportunity to do so.  
We will also continue with scheduled 15-minute visitations following each Liturgy by single parish members or parish member households, to receive Holy Communion and, as desired, to pray, light a candle, and leave an offering (if Confession is desired, the timeframe could be extended)  
The 33 persons in congregation is per Governor Cuomo’s announcement on Tuesday June 30, 2020 where he stated the following: Gov. Andrew Cuomo has OK'd Western New York to enter into phase four of his “New York Forward” reopening plan. He said his global health experts cleared the region for this stage of operations.

•Governor Cuomo said houses of worship could expand the number of in-person participants from 25% to 33%. However, U.S. District Judge Gary Sharpe reversed that order last week and said religious institutions are entitled to the same number of indoor occupants as retail stores in phase two (50%). In addition, he said there is no cap on people attending outdoor religious functions.
Gatherings, in general, can expand from 25 to 50 people.



We can fit 100 people in our Church and with 33% that equals 33 people.

We are proposing to serve the have the following Schedule of Divine Services on the following days:

SUNDAY MORNING DIVINE LITURGY – 9:30 AM

Fr. Jason (serving)
Fr. Andreja Damjanovski (serving)
ALTAR SERVER
(no more than 4)
CHOIR (no more than 5) 

Matushka Katia 

Linda Mucyn

Barbara Kuvshinoff

Reader Andrew Temple 
Annette Andrews 

The choir will sing up front on the right-hand side by the Cross.  This will allow for ample space for social distancing at 6 feet apart. 
FRIDAY MORNING DIVINE LITURGY – 9:00 AM

Fr. Jason 

CHOIR
Reader John and Sue Kirwan
GREAT VESPERS ON SATURDAYS 

AND FEAST DAY DIVINE SERVICES (Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy)

Fr. Jason    
Fr. Andreja

CHOIR
Matushka Katia
Matushka Fran

Reader John and Sue Kirwan 

• Fr. Jason has updated the signup.com application for attendance at Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays with the following criteria:   If single parish members or parish member households - UP TO 33 PEOPLE AT EACH DIVINE LITURGY  - would like to attend the Divine Liturgy either on a Friday or a Sunday  please refer to the following signup link https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX. This has been updated for our parish to ensure that everyone will have an opportunity to come to the Church for Divine Liturgy.
• Fr. Jason will continue to arrange scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion time-slots via signup.com: https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3264764/true#/invitation These visitations will held on Friday and Sunday following the Celebration of The Divine Liturgy until 2:00 pm. For example:

The Schedule on Fridays and Sundays will be:

Divine Liturgy – 9:00 am (Friday)   Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am (Sunday)

Scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion to begin at 11:00 am (Friday)

11:00 – 11:15 am (parish members or parish member households) 

11:15-11:25 am (sanitize and clean the church) – allow 10 minutes to sanitize designated areas in the church in between visitations. 

11:25 – 11:40 am (parish members or parish member households) 

And so on….

Scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion to begin at 11:30 am (Sunday)

11:30 – 11:45 am (parish members or parish member households) 

11:45-11:55 am (sanitize and clean the church) – allow 10 minutes to sanitize designated areas in the church in between visitations. 

11:55 am – 12:10 pm (parish members or parish member households) 

And so on….

We feel we would be able to minister to more of our parishioners with this option by having up to and no more than 33 people in attendance at the Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays along with times slots on Fridays and Sundays following the Divine Liturgy.
Parishioners will visit the signup.com website and sign-up for to attend one of the Divine Liturgies (either on a Friday or a Sunday) OR signup for a time slot either on a Friday or a Sunday following the Divine Liturgy.  For the time being, we are asking parishioners to only sign-up for one time slot to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to come to Church to pray, light a candle, and receive Holy Communion. 

We are continuing with the time slots following Divine Liturgy because there may be some parishioners (the elderly, medical professionals, etc)  who are not ready to come back to church with other people present but still would like to come to church to pray, lit a candle and receive Holy Communion. 
• With Option 2) as outlined and described above, we will be sure that the parishioners coming for Holy Communion by appointment after the Liturgy will prepare by praying Pre-Communion prayers, either participating in the live-streamed Liturgy or praying the Typika Service at home , and keeping a proper fast before the Eucharist.   Parishioners who will be attending the Divine Liturgy, will prepare by praying Pre-Communion prayers and keeping a proper fast before the Eucharist.   
· Parishioners are excited about being able to come back to church for Divine Liturgy as they have missed being in church to pray and to attend and participate in the Divine Liturgy.  With everything going on in our lives right now, they look forward to the opportunity of coming back to the spiritual home and to be together once again with their parish family. 

· With the 33% (33 people) attendance increase for Houses of Worship per Governor Cuomo, , we will have between 30-33 on Sundays and probably around 20-25  on Fridays.   
• Fr. Jason will see to the careful cleaning of frequently touched objects such as icons, chalices, Communion spoons, and the blessing cross. Fr. Jason will respectfully wash The Communion Cloths every week. 

· Furthermore, as with our temples and sacred objects, Fr. Jason, in conjunction with the Parish Council, has asked John Judge and Amil Slaiman to oversee the cleaning of our Church (pews, floors, carpets, etc) and The Parish Fellowship Hall (kitchen, tables, counters, church school classroom, church office, and restrooms). We must take every effort to keep scrupulously clean every part of our facilities. We have Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes readily available, as well as soap and disposable towels in the bathrooms, and disinfectant wipes.  The Church will be cleaned and sanitized after every service and in between parishioners/parish household visitations for Holy Communion on Fridays and Sundays. 

• John Judge has also been appointed to open and close the main church doors for persons entering and exiting the church or to ensure that the doors will remain open during services/parishioner visitations (weather permitting).  

· John Judge will be at the front doors of the Church and will offer everyone a mask to wear while they are in the Church as well as making sure everyone uses the hand sanitizer prior to entering the Church. 

• Hand sanitizer has been provided in the following areas of the Church (entrance to the Church at the Front Doors, Restrooms, as well as in the Parish Fellowship Hall) 

• All Books have been removed from the pews as well as other places in the church where they might be picked up.   

• Weekly Bulletins, Monthly Newsletters, and other parish materials will continue to be distributed. electronically and via mail when necessary.  
· In keeping with social distancing within the church, we have marked off every other pew with signs to ensure that proper social distancing (6 feet) is adhered too.  This is to show where persons or household groups may stand, both during services and during the reception of Holy Communion.   Only 2 single parishioners to a pew (6 feet a part and spaces are marked in the pews with blue painters tape where we are permitted to sit or 1 family household per pew as they can all sit together) to a pew . 
·  For Holy Communion, we will need to stand 6 feet apart from each other while in line to adhere to social distancing.   We will use individual paper napkins instead of the usual communion cloth to blot our mouths after we receive Holy Communion.   These napkins will then be placed in a glass bowl and then disposed of properly by Fr. Jason via burning and burying the ashes in a proper place. This will be explained in more detail in church prior to the distribution of Holy Communion.
• After Holy Communion is offered, we will continue to distribute blessed bread (antidoron) distributed by placing it in individual bags.  The Altar Servers or those preparing the blessed bread, will wear a mask and sanitary gloves as well as observe social distancing from those partaking of the bread.  Wine offered after Holy Communion (zapifka) will continue to be served in individual cups. This is to avoid contact and adhere to social distancing.  
· As far as the collection is concerned, at the end of the Divine Liturgy, we will have a basket on the table up front on the left hand side so that we can simply place our offering/stewardship in the basket to avoid contact/social distancing. 


· Prior to coming to Church for Divine Liturgy during one of the attendance time slots, please adhere to the following Diocesan Guidelines that are also posted at the front entrance to our church: 

file:///C:/Users/FR62D4~1.JAS/AppData/Local/Temp/Sign%20for%20NYNJ%20Churches%202020%2005%2014.pdf

• No one should feel, or be, shamed by being absent from the church services whether because of physical health or because of anxiety.  No one is to be coerced or compelled to come to the services before they are comfortable doing so. 

• Fr. Jason will continue providing Pastoral care to those who cannot or choose not to attend one of the time slots for Holy Communion, either because they belong to the vulnerable populations identified by the CDC, or they are caregivers or household members of persons infected with COVID-19, or they do not feel safe coming to services.  He will also continue to provide outreach ministry to the ill-afflicted persons and shut-ins, making sure we maintain proper requirements for protection of the parishioners and of themselves, including the wearing of face masks.   Fr. Jason and the Parish Council will continue to correspond with the parishioners via emails, parish videos, phone calls, and mailings, 

• Confession may continue to be held by video or phone; it may also be done in person with social distancing kept between the priest and the penitent (6 feet), and with face masks worn by both.  Absolution can be given by video or phone or in person. 

• All in-person parish events and activities outside of the prescribed liturgical services, including coffee hour, Church School, Parish Council and ministry meetings and the rest, remain cancelled until further notice.  We will continue holding weekly Church School Class via Zoom, Regular Parish Council Meetings (monthly and as needed) via Zoom, Adult Bible Class (every other week) via Zoom 

• If any clergy or layperson who has been present in the church becomes infected with the Coronavirus, the parish is to be closed and quarantined for 14 days, as well as all those persons who have been present in the services. The bishop must be informed immediately.   

• Each parish, led by the priest and assisted by the parish council, must answer the “Questions to Ask Before Re-Opening” found in Appendix A of the Diocesan Directives, before the hierarch will bless its advancement to the next stage of re-opening.

· For this period, as a temporary measure, the faithful should respectfully refrain from physical contact when receiving blessings from and greeting a bishop or priest. Likewise, the faithful should temporarily refrain from kissing the Icons and Hand Blessing Cross but simply bow towards them to show love and respect.

As a friendly reminder, - ALL DIVINE SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE LIVE-STREAMED  -  from Fr. Jason’s Facebook page and our Parish Youtube Page so that we can still be together and pray together.   So please continue to join us in prayer!!  There are three ways you can join us in prayer via Live-Stream even if we do not have a FaceBook account:

1) Go directly to our Parish Website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) and on our homepage you will see a box that says ‘Restream: Stream currently offline”.  When ‘live-stream’ is active, the live video will automatically appear. 

2) Go directly to Fr. Jason’s  Facebook Page   

https://www.facebook.com/jason.vansuch
and  there you will see the Live-stream video.

3) Go directly to our Parish Youtube Page   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCft4AWAX2COrLZExfMJc5KQ
                and  there you will see the Live-stream video.
In continuing with our following of the Diocesan Directives and  The CDC State requirements for individuals over the "at-risk" age of 65 who would like to attend the services, we make sure they are not sick, they do not have a fever, a cough, or shortness of breath or any other symptoms.  If they are clear of these, then when they arrive to church, we take their temperature as well as ask them again if they had a fever, a cough, or shortness of breath or any other symptoms during the past 14 days prior to coming to church for the service. 
Also, correspondence will continue to go out to the parish each week with the order of Divine Liturgical Services (Reader Vespers Service and Reader Typika Service) that can be prayed at home together with our families.  We will also continue to make sure that everyone stays connected through prayer as well as through correspondence and visitations.  In the midst of this situation that we face, we must not forget our obligation to God of being Orthodox Christian Stewards. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. We express our most sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone for their continued support, stewardship, and generosity for our parish and for one another. 

To continue caring for the spiritual well-being of our parish family, our families, friends, and neighbors, and those whom we have in our hearts and minds, we will continue to serve a Full Liturgical Cycle of Divine Services. In addition to the regular schedule of Divine Services, Fr. Jason will also be serving a Healing Prayer Service of Supplication (Moleben Service) on Monday Evenings at 6:00 pm for the safety, health and well-being of our parish, families, nation and our brothers and sisters here and throughout the world, Daily Matins on Wednesday Mornings at 9:00 am. 
This will be the schedule until further notice.  Also, we have decided to continue live-streaming our Divine Services even when we return to the full-opening of our parish as a continued outreach ministry to our parishioners especially to our shut-ins as well as to everyone whom we may reach through the services. 

Dear Vladyko, we look forward to your favorable response to our proposed updated Pastoral Guidelines for the Gradual Re-Opening of our parish here at St. George Orthodox Church (Buffalo, NY). 

Thank you for your continued guidance, support, love, and prayers for us your spiritual children especially during this most difficult time in our lives.
Asking for your continued love, prayers, guidance, and Archpastoral Blessing upon my unworthy self, Matushka, our family, and our entire parish family, I remain with Love in the  Lord,

Your Humble Servant,

Archpriest Jason Vansuch

Rector

St. George Orthodox Church 

Buffalo, NY

QUESTIONS TO ASK EACH PARISH BEFORE RE-OPENING

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH (Buffalo, NY)

1.Do the civil directives allow for re-opening?

The 33 persons in congregation is per Governor Cuomo’s announcement on Tuesday June 30, 2020 where he stated the following: Gov. Andrew Cuomo has OK'd Western New York to enter into phase four of his “New York Forward” reopening plan. He said his global health experts cleared the region for this stage of operations.

•Governor Cuomo said houses of worship could expand the number of in-person participants from 25% to 33%. However, U.S. District Judge Gary Sharpe reversed that order last week and said religious institutions are entitled to the same number of indoor occupants as retail stores in phase two (50%). In addition, he said there is no cap on people attending outdoor religious functions.
Gatherings, in general, can expand from 25 to 50 people.



We can fit 100 people in our Church and with 33% that equals to 33 people in attendance for Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays.
2.Is the priest a member of the vulnerable population as defined by the civil authorities (e.g., is he over 65 years of age? Does he have pre-existing medical conditions?)? Does he have a wife or household member who works in healthcare who is in contact with COVID-19 patients? 

No – Fr. Jason is not a member of the vulnerable population as defined by the civil authorities.

3.Has the church been thoroughly cleaned? Is a plan in place for the regular cleaning of the church after each service?

Fr. Jason will continue to see to the careful cleaning of frequently touched objects such as icons, chalices, Communion spoons, and the blessing cross after each service. Fr. Jason will respectfully wash The Communion Cloths that are used for Clergy Communion every week as well as properly dispose of the paper napkins used by the faithful to blot their mouths following the reception of Holy Communion. 
Furthermore, as with our temples and sacred objects, Fr. Jason, in conjunction with the Parish Council, has asked John Judge and Amil Slaiman to oversee the cleaning of our Church (pews, floors, carpets, etc) and The Parish Fellowship Hall (kitchen, tables, counters, church school classroom, church office, and restrooms). We must take every effort to keep scrupulously clean every part of our facilities. We have Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes readily available, as well as soap and disposable towels in the bathrooms, and disinfectant wipes.  The Church will be cleaned and sanitized after every service and in between parishioners/parish household visitations for Holy Communion on Fridays and Sundays. 

John Judge has also been appointed to open and close the main church doors for persons entering and exiting the church or to ensure that the doors will remain open during services/parishioner visitations (weather permitting).    

John Judge will be at the front doors of the Church and will offer everyone a mask to wear while they are in the Church as well as making sure everyone uses the hand sanitizer prior to entering the Church. 

4.Does the church have a plan to accommodate faithful in the church building that meets the requirements for social distancing? Does the choir have such a plan?

· In keeping with social distancing within the church, we have marked off every other pew with signs to ensure that proper social distancing (6 feet) is adhered too.  This is to show where persons or household groups may stand, both during services and during the reception of Holy Communion.   Only 2 single parishioners to a pew (6 feet a part and spaces are marked in the pews with blue painters tape where we are permitted to sit or 1 family household per pew as they can all sit together) to a pew. 
For the Choir, we have 12 people in our parish choir. Of these 12, 7 are part of the vulnerable population as defined by the civil authorities (e.g., they are over 65 years of age or they have pre-existing medical conditions).  The other 5 members of our choir will be able to sing up front in the church socially distant from each other at 6 feet apart. 
5.Does the church have necessary equipment for re-opening (hand sanitizer, cleaning supplies, personal protection equipment / PPE)?

Hand sanitizer has been provided in the following areas of the Church (entrance to the Church at the Front Doors, Restrooms, as well as in the Parish Fellowship Hall) 

John Judge will be at the front doors of the Church and will offer everyone a mask to wear while they are in the Church as well as making sure everyone uses the hand sanitizer prior to entering the Church. 

6.Does the church have the necessary personnel trained to assist in the services (e.g., opening church doors, cleaning surfaces as necessary during a service, assisting at Holy Communion, etc.)?

As with our temples and sacred objects, Fr. Jason, in conjunction with the Parish Council, has asked John Judge and Amil Slaiman to oversee the cleaning of our Church (pews, floors, carpets, etc) and The Parish Fellowship Hall (kitchen, tables, counters, church school classroom, church office, and restrooms). We will make every effort to keep scrupulously clean every part of our facilities. We have Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes readily available, as well as soap and disposable towels in the bathrooms, and disinfectant wipes.  The Church will be cleaned and sanitized after every service and in between parishioners/parish household visitations for Holy Communion on Fridays and Sundays. 

7.Does the church have a plan to make sure that all members of the congregation who are able to come to services, have the opportunity to do so?

In discussing the recent June 30th announcement regarding Houses of Worship  from Governor Cuomo with the parish council, we have decided to continue with  OPTION 2 as described below:

(Option 2) One to three Liturgies per week, with a maximum of 33 persons in the congregation, with a scheduled rotation of parishioners attending, so that all parishioners able to attend may have a regular opportunity to do so.  
We will also continue with scheduled 15-minute visitations following each Liturgy by single parish members or parish member households, to receive Holy Communion and, as desired, to pray, light a candle, and leave an offering (if Confession is desired, the timeframe could be extended)  
The 35 persons in congregation is per Governor Cuomo’s announcement on Tuesday June 30, 2020 where he stated the following: Gov. Andrew Cuomo has OK'd Western New York to enter into phase four of his “New York Forward” reopening plan. He said his global health experts cleared the region for this stage of operations.

•Governor Cuomo said houses of worship could expand the number of in-person participants from 25% to 33%. However, U.S. District Judge Gary Sharpe reversed that order last week and said religious institutions are entitled to the same number of indoor occupants as retail stores in phase two (50%). In addition, he said there is no cap on people attending outdoor religious functions.
Gatherings, in general, can expand from 25 to 50 people.



We can fit 100 people in our Church and with 33% that equals to 33 people in attendance for Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays.



We are proposing to serve the have the following Schedule of Divine Services on the following days:

SUNDAY MORNING DIVINE LITURGY – 9:30 AM

Fr. Jason (serving)
Fr. Andreja Damjanovski (serving)
ALTAR SERVER
(no more than 4)
CHOIR (no more than 4) 

Matushka Katia 

Linda Mucyn

Barbara Kuvshinoff

Reader Andrew Temple 
Annette Andrews

The choir will sing up front on the right-hand side by the Cross.  This will allow for ample space for social distancing at6 feet apart from each other.
FRIDAY MORNING DIVINE LITURGY – 9:00 AM

Fr. Jason 

CHOIR
Reader John and Sue Kirwan

GREAT VESPERS ON SATURDAYS 

AND FEAST DAY DIVINE SERVICES (Great Vespers and Divine Liturgy)

Fr. Jason   
Fr. Andreja

CHOIR
Matushka Katia
Matushka Fran

Reader John and Sue Kirwan 

• Fr. Jason has updated the signup.com application for attendance at Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays with the following criteria:   If single parish members or parish member households - UP TO 33 PEOPLE AT EACH DIVINE LITURGY  - would like to attend the Divine Liturgy either on a Friday or a Sunday  please refer to the following signup link https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX. This has been updated for our parish to ensure that everyone will have an opportunity to come to the Church for Divine Liturgy.
• Fr. Jason will continue to arrange scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion time-slots via signup.com: https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/3264764/true#/invitation These visitations will held on Friday and Sunday following the Celebration of The Divine Liturgy until 4:00 pm. For example:

The Schedule on Fridays and Sundays will be:

Divine Liturgy – 9:00 am (Friday)   Divine Liturgy – 9:30 am (Sunday)

Scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion to begin at 11:00 am (Friday)

11:00 – 11:15 am (parish members or parish member households) 

11:15-11:25 am (sanitize and clean the church) – allow 10 minutes to sanitize designated areas in the church in between visitations. 

11:25 – 11:40 am (parish members or parish member households) 

And so on….

Scheduled visitations by parishioners for Holy Communion to begin at 11:30 am (Sunday)

11:30 – 11:45 am (parish members or parish member households) 

11:45-11:55 am (sanitize and clean the church) – allow 10 minutes to sanitize designated areas in the church in between visitations. 

11:55 am – 12:10 pm (parish members or parish member households) 

And so on….

We feel we would be able to minister to more of our parishioners with this option by having up to and no more than 33 people in attendance at the Divine Liturgy on Fridays and Sundays  along with times slots on Fridays and Sundays following the Divine Liturgy.

Parishioners will visit the signup.com website and sign-up for to attend one of the Divine Liturgies (either on a Friday or a Sunday) OR signup for a time slot either on a Friday or a Sunday following the Divine Liturgy.  For the time being, we are asking parishioners to only sign-up for one time slot to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to come to Church to pray, light a candle, and receive Holy Communion. 

We are continuing with the time slots following Divine Liturgy because there may be some parishioners (the elderly, medical professionals, etc)  who are not ready to come back to church with other people present but still would like to come to church to pray, lit a candle and receive Holy Communion. 

• With Option 2) as outlined and described above, we will be sure that the parishioners coming for Holy Communion by appointment after the Liturgy will prepare by praying Pre-Communion prayers, either participating in the live-streamed Liturgy or praying the Typika Service at home , and keeping a proper fast before the Eucharist.   Parishioners who will be attending the Divine Liturgy, will prepare by praying Pre-Communion prayers and keeping a proper fast before the Eucharist.   

· Parishioners are excited about being able to come back to church for Divine Liturgy as they have missed being in church to pray and to attend and participate in the Divine Liturgy.  With everything going on in our lives right now, they look forward to the opportunity of coming back to the spiritual home and to be together once again with their parish family. 

· With the 33% (33 people) attendance increase for Houses of Worship per Governor Cuomo, , we will have between 30-33 on Sundays and probably around 20-25 on Fridays.   

8. Is a plan in place for the distribution of Holy Communion?

We will use one spoon for the distribution of Holy Communion for the entire congregation. We also have individual paper napkins that the faithful will use to blot their mouths/lips following the reception of Holy Communion. These napkins will then be properly disposed of by Fr. Jason. 
