**IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT CONFESSION AND HOLY COMMUNION**

**Until further notice, we will continue celebrating the Divine Services up to no more 33 parishioners in attendance.      With this in mind, if single parish members or parish member households - UP TO 33 PEOPLE AT EACH DIVINE LITURGY  - would like to attend the Divine Liturgy either on a Friday or a Sunday  please refer to the following signup link https://signup.com/go/AqSQSmX **

Regarding Holy Communion:
· If anyone would like to come and receive Holy Communion (please visit the following webpage to sign-up: https://signup.com/go/BRLiajB or if you  would like Fr. Jason to come and bring Holy Communion to your home, please contact him to make arrangements: jvansuch@hotmail.com/609.851.3811/716.875.4222
Regarding Holy Confession:
Taking into consideration the spiritual and mental healing that comes through the Sacrament of Confession, His Eminence blesses, for all priests and communities in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, that for this period:

· Confession may continue to be held over the telephone or by live video communication; it may also be done in person with social distancing kept between the priest and the penitent (6 feet), and with face masks worn by both.  The Prayer of Absolution can be given by video or phone and especially in person. 

· When Confession is heard over the telephone or by live video, the priest must read the Prayer of Absolution before ending the phone call or video communication, in the hearing of the penitent.

· If anyone would like to have Confession, please contact Fr. Jason to make arrangements: jvansuch@hotmail.com/609.851.3811/716.875.4222
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please look up the below weblink for the Digital Edition of The Jacobs Well:

https://issuu.com/jacobswell/docs/jacobs-well-fall-2019-nk
Please look up the below weblink for the website of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey:

https://www.nynjoca.org
Please look up the below weblink for the newly-updated Diocesan Directives of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey for the Gradual Approach of Re-Opening of our Parishes:

https://www.nynjoca.org/files/2020/covid-19/Diocesan-Directives-on-the-Gradual-Re-Opening-of-Diocesan-Churches-2020-05-08-For-Distribution.pdf
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4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Ven. Athanasius, Founder of the Great Lavra and Cœnobitic Monasticism on Mt. Athos, and his six disciples (1000). Uncovering of the Relics of Ven. Sergius (Sérgii) of Rádonezh (1422). Martyr Anna at Rome (304) and Martyr Cyrilla, of Cyrene in Libya, a widow (304). Ven. Lampados of Irenopolis (10th c.). Hieromartyr Cyprian of Mt. Athos (1679).
 EPISTLE:                                                      Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                           GOSPEL:                                                              
Romans 6:18-23                                                                 Matthew 8:5-13

Galatians 5:22-6:2                        (Ven. Sergius)                      Luke 6:17-23

________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!     GLORY FOREVER!

_____________________________________________________________________________

**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**

In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos, 

and on the Center Icon Table are donated by BONNIE DAN
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Altar Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuovo in Loving Memory

 of Thy Servant of God – Charles. May his memory be eternal. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

_____________________________________________________________________________

WELCOME TO ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH


We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us here at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer and fasting may receive Holy Communion. May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.
THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES

                                     
Sunday
           July 5
     9:10 A.M.         The Hours 
                                                 9:30 A.M.         Divine Liturgy 

                                         *Outdoor Coffee Hour Fellowship following Divine Liturgy!

                         12:00 P.M. -4:00 P.M.        Parishioner Visitations for Holy Communion 

Monday             July 6
        6:00 P.M.         Healing Prayer Service for America 
                                       7:00 to 8:30 P.M.         Bible Study Class via Zoom

Wednesday      July 8
       9:00 A.M.         Daily Matins
Friday
             July 10
       9:00 A.M.         Divine Liturgy

                                   11:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.     Parishioner Visitations for Holy Communion 

Saturday          July 11
 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.  NON-CONTACT FOOD DRIVE

                                                 4:30 P.M.          Great Vespers 
                                                 5:30 P.M.          Parish Council Meeting via Zoom 
Sunday
           July 12
     9:10 A.M.         The Hours 
                                                 9:30 A.M.         Divine Liturgy 

                                         *Outdoor Coffee Hour Fellowship following Divine Liturgy!

                         12:00 P.M. -4:00 P.M.        Parishioner Visitations for Holy Communion 

As a friendly reminder, ALL DIVINE SERVICES, WILL ALSO  BE LIVE-STREAMED -  from Fr. Jason’s Facebook page and our Parish Youtube Page so that we can still be together and pray together.   So please continue to join us in prayer!!  There are three ways you can join us in prayer via Live-Stream even if we do not have a FaceBook account:

1) Go directly to our Parish Website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) and on our homepage you will see a a box that says ‘Restream: Stream currently offline”.  When ‘live-stream’ is active, the live video will automatically appear. 

2) Go directly to Fr. Jason’s  Facebook Page   

https://www.facebook.com/jason.vansuch
and  there you will see the Live-stream video.

3) Go directly to our Parish Youtube Page   

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCft4AWAX2COrLZExfMJc5KQ
                and  there you will see the Live-stream video.
* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN     

CLERGY 

Archpriest Herman, Matushka Cynthia and George {Schick}      Archpriest James and Mat. Patricia (Mason)  
Archpriest Alexey and Matushka Anastasia  (Karlgut)                 Archpriest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne                                            

Archpriest Timmothy/Mat. Michelle                                               Archpriest Michael and Mat. Valerie (Hatrak)

Archpriest Ken and Matushka Natalie (Starevsky)                      Dn. Sean and Mat. Heather (McNulty)
Archpriest Gregory and Mat. Diane (Winsky)                                 Priest Peter and Mat. Mary (Irfan)                                                     

MATUSHKI            Presit Andreja and Popadija Anica and Family    Presbyter John and Presbytera Nancy

Mat. Katia      Mat. Paraskeva       Mat. Joanna      Popadia Vicki     Mat. Christine     Mat. Patricia (Severeno)                            
Mat. Gloria (Martin)
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Church          Olga,  Damian, Cate, Michael, Judy, David

Catherine          Ivan/Marina/Inna Bonnie/Michael (Dan)                             Karen     Aliscia (Nick Rostko)
Edwina              Irene                       Luba                                              Jim, Darren, Marsha (Relatives of Elaine M.)
Serena               Lillian                     Reader Victor              Andrew/Nicholas (Wityk)   William, Natalie, Natasha  

Sarah                                                 Albert (Fadell)                Carol (Frank’s friend)  Boris (Kuvshinoff)    
Xenia, Justin, Danielle  (Friends of Fr. Jason)                                   Frank       Oscar       Candice, Ronald (Masset)   
Victor (Tita Nephew)                        Catherine (Tony)                      Susan (Kirwan)            June (Pavlov) 

Evelyn (Friend of Julie)                     Billy (William – Mat. Christine’s cousin)                      Allison (school)
Mary (Massey)                                  Holly                     Svetlana (Family friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)
Jeanne (Mat. Christine’s Friend)          Angela, Jason, Michelle (Relatives of Dn. Mark)    Anthony   

Linda     Justin (Slaiman)                       Margaret, Thomas, Victoria (Ewing)        Ashley (Friend from Roswell)  

Melody                                              Lee, Bridget (John Kirwan friend)                     Anne (Barbara K. Mother)
Kelly, Robert, Boris, Zaeb, Tirza, Sabas  Sada Thlisinitsa, Gemmal, Geesa, and Patric (Fr. Peter)    

Jeremy Stewart (nephew of Bill George)        Susan (Zumba)                        Anne (Grandmother of Mariami)
Juliana (Matusiak)                                  Susan (Deeb)       Justin (Cmunt)        Louis (cousin of Barbara)           Yuri/Elena          Carol/Maggie     Jaime (Zumba)    Vera (grandmother of Hannah)     Rosemary    Harry (neighbor of Tom and MaryAnne Slaiman)     Emma/Alexander (relatives of Natalie Huett)

Robert (Bonnie Valieff father)  Aspasia (Dean’s Mother)  Charles   Seraphim   Barbara (Rdr. John’s Sister in Law)
Olga (Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia) Vadym Iryna Yuriy Anastasia         Noah (McEntee)    Elias, John, Joseph
Mary, Hal, Autumn, Ariana, and Amber, Douglas     Judithann (Friend of Barbara)     Steven (Uncle of Dean)     
Diocese of NY&NJ Prayer List                           William (Friend of John and Gretchen)    Natalie (Huett)
Protopresbyter Leonid (Kishkovsky)                 Archpriest Paul                              Archpriest Samuel (Kedela)          
Archpriest George (Hasenecz)                           Archpriest Paul (Shafran)             Alonzo (Mat. Jeanne Father)
Archpriest Jonathan (Ivanoff)                            Archpriest Paul (Kucynda)            Matushka Mary (Shafran)     

Archpriest Sergei and Mat. Gerry (Glagolev) Priest Vasili (Dubee)                   John, Michael , Natasha, Marie
Expectant Mothers                                                                                                      Helen Moses, Aaron, Sara
Those Serving in The Armed Forces                                                                            Catechumens                 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin, Shawn, John, Austin, Daniel  Juanita Martha, Anthony, Mary 

FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:

All of the clergy and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life, who now lie asleep in the Lord.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch       Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   

Ever-Memorable Priest John Bohush                      Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Aswad  

Ever-Memorable Archpriest Rastko                        Matushka Dorothy (Timko)                                                                                                 
Ever-Memorable Dn. Mark                                       Priest Leonid Gregory (Anthony DelNuovo)                                     

 Ever-Memorable Pdn. Gregory                                Akhtar and Barkat (Family of Fr. Peter)  

Newly-Departed Servants of God                            Ever-Memorable Sbdn. Gregory

Pete (Renie Thanos’s brother)   
*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list

for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY
Troparion for The Resurrection - Tone 3

Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad! For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world// great mercy.
Troparion  for The Venerable Sergius — Tone 8

From thy youth thou didst receive Christ into thy soul, O ven’rable one, and above all didst desire to leave behind the turmoil of the world. With courage thou didst settle in the wilderness, where thou didst raise  Children in obedience, the fruits of humility. Thus, as an abode of the Trinity, thou didst enlighten all who approached in faith, granting healing to all.// O our Father Sergius, pray to Christ God that our souls may be saved!

     Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion  for Resurrection – Tone 3

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Merciful One, leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs// they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power.

     Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Steadfast Protectress    Tone 6       (Hymn to the Theotokos)
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator.  Despise not the entreating cry of us sinners, but in Your Goodness come speedily to help us who call on You in faith!  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos!! For You always protect those who honor You!

PROKEMEINON   Tone 3

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 

v. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
THE SECOND PROKEMEINON   Tone 7

Precious in the sight of the Lord / is the death of His saints. 
ALLELUIA VERSES

In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame!

Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! 

Blessed is the man who fears the Lord, who greatly delights in His commandments.   

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify You! 

COMMUNION HYMN

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!

EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
Romans 6:18-23
Brethren:

And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.

But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Galatians 5:22-6:2
Brethren:

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
Matthew 8:5-13 

Let us Attend!  

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”

The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.

Luke 6:17-23
Let us Attend!  

And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed. And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.

Then He lifted up His eyes toward His disciples, and said: “Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.

Blessed are you when men hate you, and when they exclude you, and revile you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of Man’s sake.

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.

 

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14
 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. Matt. 22:37
 
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. Matt. 22:39
 
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. Matt. 5:44

 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD, LOVE IS NOT SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4

 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE ALWAYS HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS. LOVE NEVER FAILS!   1Cor. 13:7,8

=========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =
Monday         Romans 12:4-5, 15-21                            Matt. 12:9-13
Tuesday         Romans 14:9-18                                Matt. 12:14-16, 22-30
Wednesday    Romans 15:7-16                                Matt. 12:38-45
Thursday       Romans 15:17-29                              Matt. 12:46-13:3
Friday            Romans 16:1-16                                Matt. 13:4-9
Saturday       Romans 8:14-21                                 Matt. 9:9-13
Sunday          Romans 10:1-10                                 Matt. 8:28-9:1
=========================================================
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Do we have questions about our life, its meaning, purpose, destiny?
Are we desiring to know Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God?
Are we seeking forgiveness, healing, and wholeness?
Do we wonder where to go to find answers?
 We can find the answers to these questions and so many other questions 

in The Holy Orthodox Church through Her Sacred Tradition, 

Holy Scriptures, Her Teachings and Dogmas.

The Orthodox Church is the original Christian Church, the Church founded by the Lord Jesus Christ and described in the pages of the New Testament. Her history can be traced in unbroken continuity all the way back to Christ and His Twelve Apostles, empowered and sent forth on the day of Holy Pentecost.  Incredible as it seems, for over twenty centuries she has continued in her undiminished and unaltered faith and practice. Today her apostolic doctrine, worship, and structure remain intact.  The Orthodox Church maintains that the Church is the living Body of Jesus Christ.  Many of us are surprised to learn that for the first 1000 years of Christian history there was just one Church.
Where is "The Church" to be found and experienced today? Come Taste and See How Good The Lord is every Sunday by joining us for The Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM.
What is Orthodox Christianity all about? How does it differ from other Christian confessions? This section will attempt to answer these questions and many more.

For a visual introduction to the Orthodox Church, please view the video link below:

http://www.youtube.com/v/Gj4pUphDitA&color1=0xb1b1b1&color2=0xcfcfcf&feature=player_embedded&fs=1”

For a brief introduction and in depth study to The Orthodox Faith and to find answers to: ‘What we Believe?” , “Who we Are?”, and “How we Live?’, please view the PDF link below:

http://orthodoxdelmarva.org/files/studies/InquirersClassV1final.pdf
or you may visit the OCA website by clicking the link below:

http://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith
or you can begin a Journey Through Orthodoxy by clicking the link below:

http://journeytoorthodoxy.com
To learn more ways that we can teach our children about the Orthodox Faith, The OCA has provided a wonderful website for us to use that provides great resources such as (handouts, texts, articles, stories, and much more)! To see this great website, please view the PDF link below:

http://dce.oca.org/page/resources/
If you have any questions or would like to know more about The Orthodox Faith, please contact our parish priest: V Rev. Jason Vansuch (jvansuch@hotmail.com) or 716.875.4222 and he will be able guide you.

IMPORTANT DATES WITHIN THE LIFE OF OUR PARISH

Parish Announcements:
· During Great Lent, we will continue with our on-going collections for The Buffalo City Mission, Hearts for Homeless, Mats for Mission, HomeSpace as well as the OCMC Coin Boxes and Health Kits for The Buffalo City Mission. 

· WE WILL CONTINUE TO CONTACT ALL OF OUR PARISHIONERS ON A REGULAR BASIS TO ENSURE THAT EVERYONE IS OKAY, SAFE AND HEALTHY. 

· July 11: “NON-CONTACT FOOD DRIVE” (10:00 am to 1:00 pm)

· June 28-August 2: Annual School Supply/Backpack Drive for Salvation Army

· Saturday August 8: The Annual Ride for Roswell

 **Please be on the lookout for emails this week with the following items:

1) Reader Vespers for Saturday Evening (July 11)

2) Reader Typika Service for Sunday Morning (July 12)

3) Instructions for Zoom (Bible Study)

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY INCOME FOR SUNDAY JUNE 28, 2020: $5, 152.00

MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS YOU AND GUIDE YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PRAYERS!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar!

DAILY FAMILY PRAYER RULE WE CAN PRAY TOGETHER AT HOME WITH OUR FAMILIES 

A Prayer Rule must be done in front of the icons and the Gospel in our Icon Corners with a lit candle.. It is important to remember that we must make time for God, for the “Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force”(Matt. 11:12).The best time to pray is in the morning or in the evening when we as a family can come together in prayer. Also, when using a Rule of Prayer, we must be flexible and do what we can and do it attentively and consistently. Our goal is to maintain the connection with God and cultivate a real relationship with Him.

With that in mind, please fine below The Rule of Prayer offered by our Diocese for us to use at home especially during this most difficult time when we are not able to be in church together as a parish family. 
https://www.nynjoca.org/files/2020/praying-at-home/A-FAMILY-PRAYER-RULE.pdf

May God bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

ST. ANDREW'S CAMP

** Saint Andrew's Camp has released a new promotional video for prospective campers! 


The video can be found here on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsorthodoxcamp/videos/357928144820497/
**Be sure to check it out...you may recognize the priest:)

For more than sixty years, St. Andrew’s Camp has offered the young people of our parishes an incredible summer camping experience. Children and teens have been instructed in prayer and the divine services, the reading of Scripture and the teachings of our Orthodox Church. They have been nourished with the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion. They have had fun swimming, horseback riding, playing sports, singing and learning musical instruments, creating in the visual arts, learning to safeguard the planet, and exploring the stars. And they have established friendships that last a lifetime, met their future spouses, and nurtured their vocations to serve the Lord in ministry.

As a token of gratitude for the labors of love extended by the administration and staff, both clergy and laypersons, of St. Andrew’s over the past six decades, it is now time for us to help the Camp in an especially needed way.

Please join us in raising funds for the new multi purpose building which will include new kitchen, dining hall and activities center. The cost of this new building is 

$300,000. To become a reality, the completion and furnishing of this much-needed center will require great generosity of individuals, organizations and parishes. 

You can click on the link below which will take you to the gofundme.com page. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/st-andrew039s-camp-fundraiser-by-ss-peter-and-paul
As we continue to fulfill the work of Our Lord by living and fulfilling His Gospel Message, let us open our hearts and minds by providing support and assistance to our Diocese, to our children,  by taking a moment to reflect upon what God has given us, and to discern how we might be able to return to God a portion of the blessings we have received.

We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of you and your families for your continued prayers, support and generosity.  

ST. ANDREW'S CAMP
We are excited to announce our 2020 plans. 
 Saint Andrew’s Camp is pleased to offer its first-ever FAMILY CAMP for the 2020 season WHEN Option 1: July 27 – 31 (Monday-Friday) Option 2: Aug 3 – 7 (Monday-Friday) Because of high interest and demand, a third option may be made available during the second week of August WHAT 4-night multiple family get-together, which includes indoor dorm-style accommodations (or a place to pitch tent if you like), meals, chapel services, religious education for both children and parents, kayaking, games, sports, and campfires. $500 per family Contact us to reserve your spot, for more details, and to register (315) 675-9771, saintandrewscamp@aol.com www.saintandrewscamp.org Family Camp: A time for families to connect and grow together in Christ! With the Covid-19 health crisis impacting our world, and the New York region in particular, we are saddened that we cannot hold our traditional camping program. But every cloud has a silver lining, and we are excited to offer a different way to be together this summer – a family camp program! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**Also, make sure we check out the promotional video for prospective campers! 

The video can be found here on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsorthodoxcamp/videos/357928144820497/
**Be sure to check it out...you may recognize the priest:)
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2020)
Mrs. Diane Salvamoser            Reader Victor Shanchuk        Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue       495 Lafayette Avenue                    Elderwood Nursing Home (Memory Care Unit)                                       
Kenmore, NY 14217                       Buffalo, NY 14222                     245 Bassett Road                                 
716.875.9503                                   716.881.3096                                   Williamsville, NY (Room 30)                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       
274 Wadsworth Ave.                                      c/o Terrace View Long Term Care (Delaware Park)
Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  462 Grider Street
716.695.3068                                                 Buffalo, NY 14215
 
 
Mr. Albert Fadell                                         Andrew Wityk   
317.376.2562                                               Ellicott Center
                                                                     200 Seventh Street
                                                                     Buffalo, NY 14201
WEEKLY VIDEO SERMONS GIVEN BY HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL 

These sermons offered to us by The Diocese via video can be found on the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! There are videos for each week beginning with The Feast of Feasts – Holy Pascha!  Be sure to check them out!

+++++++++++++++++

An Invitation to Support the Stewards of the OCA!
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) set the direction for expanding our apostolic work in North America at the 18th All-American Council. The foundation for this work is Jesus Christ, Whom we encounter in our spiritual lives, stewardship, evangelism and outreach, and relations with others as we engage the world. Being a steward of the OCA goes beyond the financial gifts which support the work of our church. Being a steward is about caring for and knowing the history of the mission of the Orthodox Church here in North America and finding your place in that history. Having received this great gift of our Orthodox Faith, we bear the responsibility to continue the legacy of Saint Herman and Saint Tikhon; Saint Innocent and Saint Alexis and all the other saints known and unknown who have worked to build up and expand Christ's Church here in North America. Please consider being a part of that mission today by giving to the Stewards of the OCA. For more information, please visit The OCA Website: https://oca.org/become-a-steward 

+++++++++++++++++

An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute financial support.  To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link: http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling parishes. How about you?  Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the church.  May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. The Diocese of New York and New Jersey has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau."  The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

+++++++++++++++++

“Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL
His Eminence Archbishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point," offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. These instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! For those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are located on the table in the back of the church.  There are 14 videos! Be sure to check them out!    

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOKSTORE

As you are in the Parish Fellowship Hall for coffee hour, don't forget to check out our newly-formed Bookstore.  We have some new items that just arrived.  These items include: Icon ornaments, jewelry, Icons, prayer books, prayers ropes, and much more. If you need a Gift, come check out the Bookstore…you may find something you like!!   We are now also offering Gift Certificates for our Bookstore.  Please speak with Dave or Andrea for more details/information!! We thank David and Andrea Chmiel who are managing of our Bookstore for us.  If you have any questions or if you would like to order something that you do not see, please see or contact David or Andrea Chmiel and they will be able to assist you. You may also email them at: bookstore@stgeorgebuffalo.com.  May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you.

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH EDUICATION CORNER

Venerable Athanasius, founder of the Great Lavra and Coenobitic Monasticism on Mount Athos, and his six disciples

Saint Athanasius of Athos, in holy Baptism named Abraham, was born in the city of Trebezond. He was orphaned at an early age, and being raised by a certain good and pious nun, he imitated his adoptive mother in the habits of monastic life, in fasting and in prayer. Doing his lessons came easily and he soon outpaced his peers in study. 

After the death of his adoptive mother, Abraham was taken to Constantinople, to the court of the Byzantine emperor Romanus the Elder, and was enrolled as a student under the renowned rhetorician Athanasius. In a short while the student attained the mastery of skill of his teacher and he himself became an instructor of youths. Reckoning as the true life that of fasting and vigilance, Abraham led a strict and abstinent life, he slept little and then only sitting upon a stool, and barley bread and water were his nourishment. When his teacher Athanasius through human weakness became jealous of his student, blessed Abraham gave up his teaching position and went away. 

During these days there had arrived at Constantinople Saint Michael Maleinos (July 12), igumen of the Kyminas monastery. Abraham told the igumen about his life, and revealed to him his secret desire to become a monk. The holy Elder, discerning in Abraham a chosen vessel of the Holy Spirit, became fond of him and taught him much in questions of salvation. One time during their spiritual talks Saint Michael was visited by his nephew, Nicephorus Phocas, a military officer and future emperor. Abraham’s lofty spirit and profound mind impressed Nicephorus, and all his life he regarded the saint with reverent respect and with love. Abraham was consumed by his zeal for the monastic life. Having forsaken everything, he went to the Kyminas monastery and, falling down at the feet of the holy igumen, he begged to be received into the monastic life. The igumen fulfilled his request with joy and tonsured him with the name Athanasius. 

With long fasts, vigils, bending of the knees, with works night and day Athanasius soon attained such perfection, that the holy igumen blessed him for the exploit of silence in a solitary place not far from the monastery. Later on, having left Kyminas, he made the rounds of many desolate and solitary places, and guided by God, he came to a place called Melanos, at the very extremity of Athos, settling far off from the other monastic dwellings. Here the monk made himself a cell and began to live an ascetical life in works and in prayer, proceeding from exploit to exploit towards higher monastic attainment. 

The enemy of mankind tried to arouse in Saint Athanasius hatred for the place chosen by him, and assaulted him with constant suggestions in thought. The ascetic decided to suffer it out for a year, and then wherever the Lord should direct him, he would go. On the last day of this year’s length of time, when Saint Athanasius set about to prayer, a heavenly light suddenly shone upon him, filling him with an indescribable joy, all the thoughts dissipated, and from his eyes welled up graced tears. From that moment Saint Athanasius received the gift of tenderness , and he became as strongly fond of the place of his solitude as he had formerly loathed it. 

During this time Nicephorus Phocas, having had enough of military exploits, remembered his vow to become a monk and from his means he besought Saint Athanasius to build a monastery, i.e., to build cells for him and the brethren, and a church where the brethren could commune of the Divine Mysteries of Christ on Sundays. 

Tending to shun cares and worries, Saint Athanasius at first would not agree to accept the hateful gold, but seeing the fervent desire and good intent of Nicephorus, and discerning in this the will of God, he set about the building of the monastery. He built a large church in honor of the holy Prophet and Forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist, and another church at the foot of a hill, in the name of the Most Holy Theotokos. Around the church were the cells, and a wondrous monastery arose on the Holy Mountain. In it were a trapeza (dining area), a hospice for the sick and for taking in wanderers, and other necessary structures. 

Brethren flocked to the monastery from everywhere, not only from Greece, but also from other lands, simple people and illustrious dignitaries, desert-dwellers having labored in asceticism for long years in the wilderness, igumens from many monasteries and hierarchs wanting to become simple monks in the Athos Lavra of Saint Athanasius. 

The saint established at the monastery a cenobitic monastic Rule on the model of the old Palestinian monasteries. Divine services were served with all strictness, and no one was so bold as to talk during the services, nor to come late or leave the church without necessity. 

The Heavenly Patroness of Athos, the All-Pure Mother of God Herself, was graciously disposed towards the saint. Many times he was privileged to see Her with his own eyes. By God’s dispensation, there once occurred such a hunger, that the monks one after the other quit the Lavra. The saint remained all alone and, in a moment of weakness, he also considered leaving. Suddenly he beheld a Woman beneath an ethereal veil, coming to meet him. “Who are you and where are you going?” She asked quietly. Saint Athanasius from an innate deference halted. “I am a monk from here,” Saint Athanasius replied, and spoke about himself and his worries. 

“Would you forsake the monastery which was intended for glory from generation unto generation, just for a morsel of dry bread? Where is your faith? Turn around, and I shall help you.” “Who are you?” asked Athanasius. “I am the Mother of the Lord,” She answered, and bid Athanasius to strike his staff upon a stone. From the fissure there gushed forth a spring of water, which exists even now, in remembrance of this miraculous visitation. 

The brethren grew in number, and the construction work at the Lavra continued. Saint Athanasius, foreseeing the time of his departure to the Lord, prophesied about his impending end and besought the brethren not to be troubled over what he foresaw. “For Wisdom disposes otherwise than as people judge.” The brethren were perplexed and pondered the words of the saint. After giving the brethren his final guidance and comforting all, Saint Athanasius entered his cell, put on his mantiya and holy kukolion (head covering), which he wore only on great feasts, and emerged after prolonged prayer. Alert and joyful, the holy igumen went up with six of the brethren to the top of the church to inspect the construction. Suddenly, through the imperceptible will of God, the top of the church collapsed. Five of the brethren immediately gave up their souls to God. Saint Athanasius and the architect Daniel, thrown upon the stones, remained alive. All heard the saint call out to the Lord, “Glory to Thee, O God! Lord, Jesus Christ, help me!” The brethren with great weeping began to dig out their father from the rubble, but they found him already dead. 

The Uncovering of The Relics of Venerable Sergius of Radonezh

The Uncovering of the Venerable Relics of Saint Sergius of Radonezh: The relics of the Saint Sergius (September 25) were uncovered on July 5, 1422 when Saint Nikon (November 17) was igumen. In the year 1408, when Moscow and its environs was invaded by the Tatar horde of Edigei, the Trinity monastery was devastated and burned, and the monks led by Saint Nikon hid themselves in the forests. They saved the icons, sacred vessels, books and other holy things connected with the memory of Saint Sergius. 

In a vision on the eve of the Tatar incursion Saint Sergius informed his disciple and successor about the coming tribulations. He also said that the vexation would not be prolonged but that the monastery, arising from the ashes, would flourish and grow even more. Metropolitan Philaret wrote about this in his Life of Saint Sergius: “Just as it suited Christ to suffer, and through the Cross and death to enter into the glory of the Resurrection, so it also becomes everyone who would be blessed by Christ with length of days in glory, to be tested by one’s own cross and death.” Going through its own fiery cleansing, the monastery of the Life-Creating Trinity was resurrected unto length of days, and Saint Sergius himself rose up, so that his holy relics should dwell within it forevermore. 

Before the beginning of construction of the new temple of the Life-Creating Trinity on the site of the former wooden one (which was consecrated on September 25, 1412), Saint Sergius appeared to a certain pious layman and bid him inform the igumen and the brethren: “Why do you leave me so long in the grave, covered by earth and in the water, constraining my body?” During the construction of the cathedral, when they dug the ditches for the foundations, the incorrupt relics of Saint Sergius were uncovered and brought up. All were astonished that not only his body, but also his clothing was undamaged, although there was water around the grave. Amidst a large throng of the devout and the clergy, in the presence of the son of Demetrius of the Don , the prince of Zvenigorod Yurii Dimitrievich (+ 1425), the holy relics were removed from the ground and placed temporarily in the wooden Trinity church (at this spot now stands the church of the Descent of the Holy Spirit). With the consecration of the stone Trinity cathedral in 1426, the relics were transferred into it, where they remain. 

All the threads of the spiritual life of the Russian Church converge towards the great saint and wonderworker of Radonezh, and through all of Orthodox Rus the grace-filled, life-creating currents radiate outwards from the Trinity monastery he founded. 

Naming a church for the Holy Trinity within the Russian land began with holy Equal of the Apostles Olga (July 11), who built the first Trinity temple at Pskov. Afterwards, similar churches were built in Great Novgorod and other cities. 

The spiritual contribution of Saint Sergius in teaching the theology of the Holy Trinity is quite significant. The monk had profound insight into the secret mysteries of theology with the “spiritual eyes” of the ascetic, in prayerful ascent to the Tri-Hypostatic (i.e. in Three-Persons) God, and in the spiritual experience of communion with God and God-likeness. 

“Coheirs of the perfect light and contemplation of the Most Holy and All-Sovereign Trinity,” explained Saint Gregory the Theologian, “are those which become perfectly co-united in the perfection of the Spirit.” Saint Sergius knew from personal experience the mystery of the Life-Creating Trinity, since in his life he became co-united with God, he became a communicant of the very life of the Divine Trinity, i.e. he attained as much as is possible on earth to the measure of “theosis” [“divinization”], becoming a “partaker of the Divine nature” (2 Pet 1:4). “If a man loves Me,” says the Lord, “he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and We will come unto him and make our abode with him” (John 14:23). 

Abba Sergius, in everything observing the commands of Christ, belongs to the rank of holy saints in the souls of whom the Holy Trinity “has made abode.” He fashioned himself into “an abode of the Holy Trinity,” and everyone with whom Saint Sergius associated, he elevated and brought into communion with the Holy Trinity. 

The Radonezh ascetic, with his disciples and conversants, enriched the Russian and the universal Church with a new knowledge and vision of the Life-Creating Trinity, the Beginning and Source of life, manifesting Itself unto the world and to mankind in the “Sobornost’” [“Communality”] of the Church, with brotherly unity and the sacrificial redemptive love of its pastors and children. 

In the spiritually symbolic gathering together of Rus in unity and love, the historical effort of the nation became a temple of the Life-Creating Trinity, built by Saint Sergius, “so that by constant attention to It would be conquered the fright of the hateful discord of this world.” 

The worship of the Holy Trinity, in forms created and bequeathed by the holy Igumen Sergius of Radonezh, became one of the most profound and original of features of Russian ecclesiality. With Saint Sergius, in the Life-Creating Trinity there was posited not only the holy perfection of life eternal, but also a model for human life, a spiritual ideal toward which mankind ought to strive, since that in the Trinity as “Indivisible” (Greek “Adiairetos”) discord is condemned and “Sobornost’” [“Communality”] is blessed, and in the Trinity as “Inseparable” [“Akhoristos” -- per the Fourth Ecumenical Council at Chalcedon in year 451] coercion is condemned and freedom blessed. In the teaching of Saint Sergius about the Most Holy Trinity the Russian nation sensed profoundly its own catholic and ecumenical vocation, and comprehending the universal significance of the Feast, the people embellished it with all the variety and richness of the ancient national custom and people’s verse. All the spiritual experience and spiritual striving of the Russian Church was embodied in the liturgical creativity of the Feast of the Holy Trinity, of trinitarian church rituals, icons of the Holy Trinity, and churches and monasteries of this name. 

The theological insight of Saint Sergius in transformation was rendered as the wonderworking icon of the Life-Creating Trinity painted by the Saint Andrew of Radonezh, surnamed Rublev (July 4), a monastic iconographer, lived in the Trinity-Sergiev monastery, and painted with the blessing of Saint Nikon in praised memory to holy Abba Sergius. (At the Stoglav Council of 1551 this icon was affirmed as proper model for all successive church iconographic depiction of the Most Holy Trinity). 

“The hateful discord,” quarrels and commotions of worldly life were surmounted by the monastic cenobitic life, planted by Saint Sergius throughout all Rus. People would not have divisions, quarrels and war, if human nature, created by the Trinity in the image of the Divine Tri-Unity, were not distorted and impaired by ancestral sin. Overcoming by his own co-crucifixion with the Savior the sin of particularity and separation, repudiating the “my own” and the “myself,” and in accord with the teachings of Saint Basil the Great, the cenobitic monks restore the First-created unity and sanctity of human nature. The monastery of Saint Sergius became for the Russian Church the model for renewal and rebirth. In it were formed holy monks, bearing forth thereof features of the true path of Christ to remote regions. In all their works and actions Saint Sergius and his disciples gave a churchly character to life, giving the people a living example of its possibility. Not for renouncing the earth, but rather for transfiguring it, they proclaimed ascent and they themselves ascended unto the Heavenly. 

The school of Saint Sergius, through the monasteries founded by him, his disciples and the disciples of his disciples, embraces all the vastness of the Russian land and threads its way through all the remotest history of the Russian Church. One fourth a portion of all Russian monasteries, the strongholds of faith, piety and enlightenment, was founded by Abba Sergius or his disciples. The “igumen of the Russian land” was what people called the founder of the Domicile of the Life-Originating Trinity. The Monks Nikon and Mikhei of Radonezh, Sylvester of Obnora, Stephen of Makhrisch and Abraham of Chukhlom, Athanasius of Serpukhov and Nikita of Borov, Theodore of Simonov and Therapon of Monzha (May 27), Andronicus of Moscow and Savva of Storozhevsk, Demetrius of Priluki and Cyril of White Lake -- they were all disciples and conversers of “the wondrous Elder”, Sergius. The holy hierarchs Alexis and Cyprian -- Metropolitans of Moscow, Dionysius Archbishop of Suzdal, and Stephen Bishop of Perm, were associated with him in spiritual closeness. The Patriarchs of Constantinople Callistus and Philotheus wrote letters to him and sent their blessings. Through Saints Nikita and Paphnutius of Borov threads a spiritual legacy to Saint Joseph of Volokolamsk and others of his disciples, and through Cyril of White Lake to Nil Sorsky, to Herman, Sabbatius and Zosima of Solovki. 

The Church venerates also disciples and co-ascetics of Saint Sergius, whose memories are not specifically noted within the “Mesyatseslov” lists of saints under their separate day. We remember that the first to arrive for Saint Sergius at Makovets was the Elder Basil the Gaunt (“Sukhoi”), called such because of his incomparable fasting. Second was the monk Yakuta, i.e. Yakov (James), of simple peasant stock, who without a murmur spent long years at the monastery on errands of drudgery and difficult obedience. 

Among the other disciples of Saint Sergius were his fellow countrymen from Radonezh the Deacon Onesimus and his son Elisha. When twelve monks had gathered and the constructed cells were fenced in by an high enclosure, the abba appointed Deacon Onesimus as gate-keeper, since his cell was farthest from the entrance to the monastery. Under the protective shadow of the Holy Trinity monastery the igumen Metrophanes spent his final years. It was he who had tonsured Saint Sergius into the angelic schema and guided him in monastic efforts. The grave of the blessed Elder Metrophanes became the first in the monastery cemetery. 

In the year 1357 Archimandrite Simon arrived at the monastery from Smolensk. He had resigned his venerable position as head of one of the Smolensk monasteries, to become a simple obedient of the God-bearing Radonezh igumen. In recompense for his great humility, the Lord granted him to share in the miraculous vision of Saint Sergius about the future increase of his monastic flock. With the blessing of the abba, the Blessed Elder Isaac the Silent took upon himself the deed of prayerful silence; his silence was more instructive than any words for the monks and those outside. Only one time after a year of silence did the monk Isaac open his mouth -- to testify, how he had seen an angel of God serve together at the altar with Saint Sergius, during the Divine Liturgy. 

An eyewitness of the grace of the Holy Spirit, co-effectualised for Saint Sergius, was also the ecclesiarch Simon, who once saw, how a heavenly fire came down upon the Holy Mysteries and that the saint of God “did commune the fire without being burned.” The Elder Epiphanius (+ 1420) was somewhat later, during the time of igumen Nikon, a priest of the Sergiev flock. The Church calls him Epiphanius the Wise for his deep learning and great spiritual talents. He is known as the compiler of the Life of Saint Sergius and of his conversant Saint Stephen of Perm in eulogy to them; he wrote also the “Account of the Life and Repose of Great Prince Demetrius of the Don.” The Life of Saint Sergius, compiled by Epiphanius 26 years after the death of the monk, i.e. in 1418, was later reworked by the hagiographer Pachomius the Serb, called the Logothete, who had come from Athos. 

To Saint Sergius, as to an inexhaustible font of spiritual prayer and grace of the Lord, at all times came in veneration thousands of the people -- for edification and for prayers, for help and for healing. And each of those having recourse with faith to his wonderworking relics he heals and renews, fills with power and with faith, transforms and guides upwards with his light-bearing spirituality. 

But it was not only spiritual gifts and grace-filled healings bestown to all, approaching with faith the relics of Saint Sergius; God also gave him the grace to defend the Russian land from its enemies. The monk by his prayers was with the army of Demetrius of the Don at the Battle of Kulikovo Pole (“Field”), -- he even blessed his own monks, Alexander Peresvet and Andrew Oslyab to serve in the army. He told Ivan the Terrible where to build the fortress of Sviyazhsk and helped in the victory over Kazan. During the Polish incursion Saint Sergius appeared in a dream to the Nizhni Novgorod citizen Cosmas Minin, ordering him to gather funds and equip an army for the liberation of Moscow and the Russian realm. And when in 1612 after a Molieben to the Holy Trinity the militia of Minin and Pozharsky moved towards Moscow, a propitious breeze fluttered the Orthodox standards, “as though from the grave of the Wonderworker Sergius himself.” 

To the period of the Time of Troubles and the Polish incursion belongs the heroic “Trinity sitting-tight,” when many monks with the blessing of the igumen Saint Dionysius repeated the military holy deed of the Sergiev disciples Peresvyet and Oslyab. For one and a half years, from September 23, 1608 to January 12, 1610, the Polish laid siege to the monastery of the Life-Creating Trinity, hoping to plunder and destroy this sacred bulwark of Orthodoxy. But by the intercession of the Most Holy Theotokos, and through the prayers of Saint Sergius, “with much disgrace” they fled finally from the walls of the monastery, pursued by divine wrath, and soon even their leader Lisovsky perished in a cruel manner on the very day of Saint Sergius’s commemoration, September 25, 1617. In 1618 the son of the Polish king, Vladislav, came right up to the walls of the Holy Trinity monastery. But being powerless against the grace of the Lord guarding the monastery, he was compelled to conclude a peace treaty with Russia at the monastery village of Deulino. After this a church was built in the name of Saint Sergius. 

In the year 1619, Patriarch Theophanes of Jerusalem visited the Lavra during his journey to Russia. He especially wanted to see those monks who in time of military danger made bold to put the chain-mail coat on over their monastic garb and with weapon in hand to go up onto the walls of the holy monastery, warding off the enemy. Saint Dionysius the igumen (May 12), in speaking about the defense, presented to the patriarch more than twenty monks. 

The first of them was Athanasius (Oscherin), very up in years and with the yellowed greyness of an elder. The patriarch asked him: “Did you go to war and lead soldiers?” The Elder answered, “Yes, holy Master, it was made necessary by bloody tears.”

“What is most proper for a monk, prayerful solitude or military exploits before the people?” 

Bowing low, Saint Athanasius replied: “Every thing and every deed has its own time. Here on my head is a Latin signature, from a weapon. There are six more memorials of lead in my body. Sitting in the cell at prayer, could I have found such inducements for moaning and groaning? I did all this not at my own pleasure, but for the blessing of the service of God sent us.” Touched by the wise answer of the humble monk, the Patriarch blessed and embraced him. He blessed also the other soldier-monks and expressed his admiration to all the brethren of the Lavra of Saint Sergius. 

The deed of the monastery, during this grievous Time of Troubles for all the nation, was recorded by the steward Abraham (Palitsyn) in “An Account of the Events of the Time of Troubles,” and also by the steward Simon Azar’in in two hagiographic collections: “The Book of the Miracles of Saint Sergius,” and the Life of Saint Dionysius of Radonezh. In the year 1650 Simeon Shakhovsky wrote an Akathist to Saint Sergius, as “valiant voevod (military-leader)” of the Russian land, in memory of the deliverance of the Trinity monastery from the enemy siege. There is another Akathist to Saint Sergius composed in the eighteenth century, and its author is believed to be Metropolitan Platon (Levshin) of Moscow, who reposed in 1812.

In later times, the monastery continued to be an inextinguishable torch of spiritual life and church enlightenment. From its brethren many famed hierarchs of the Russian Church were chosen for service, one after another. 

In the year 1744, for its service to the country and the Faith, the monastery was designated as a Lavra. In 1742 a religious seminary was established within its enclosure, and in the year 1814 the Moscow Spiritual Academy was transferred there. 

And at present the Domicile of the Life-Creating Trinity serves as one of the primary centers of grace of the Russian Orthodox Church. Here at the promptings of the Holy Spirit the Local Councils of the Russian Church take place. At the monastery is a place of residence of His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus, which carries upon it the special blessing of Saint Sergius, in the established form, “Archimandrite of the Holy Trinity-Saint Sergius Lavra.” 

The fifth of July, the day of the Uncovering of the relics of holy Abba Sergius, igumen of the Russian Land, is a crowded and solemn church feastday at the monastery. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The Healing of the Centurion's Servant

Matthew 8:5-13

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

5-6. And when Jesus entered into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion, beseeching him, and saying. 

This man, too, did not approach Jesus while He was on the mountain, so as not to interrupt the teaching. This is the same man mentioned by Luke [Lk. 7:1-10]. Although Luke says that the centurion sent to Jesus others who were elders, this does not contradict Matthew who says that the centurion himself came to Jesus. It is altogether likely that first he sent others, and then, when death was imminent, he himself came and said:

6-7. Lord, my servant lieth at home a paralytic, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. 

The centurion did not bring his servant lying on his bed to Jesus, as he believed that Jesus could heal him even from a distance. Therefore:

8-10. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, He marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. 

The centurion says, "If I who am the servant of the emperor command the soldiers who are under me, how much more so art Thou able to command death and the illnesses, so that they depart from one and beset another?" For illnesses of the body are Godâ€™s soldiers and officers of punishment. Christ marvels, therefore, saying, "I have not found such great faith among the Israelites as I have in this Gentile." (1)

11-12. And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit at table with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

Jesus did not say outright, "Many Gentiles shall sit at table with Abraham...." But He said it in a roundabout manner, so as not to scandalize the Jews, Many shall come from the east and west. He mentioned Abraham to show that He does not stand in opposition to the Old Testament. By saying outer darkness, He shows that there is also an inner darkness which is less severe. For in hell there are varying degrees of punishment. He calls the Jews the sons of the kingdom, for the promises of the Old Testament were made to them. He is saying, Israel is my firstborn son [Ex. 4:22].

13. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. And when the centurion returned to his house, at the same hour, he found his servant well. 

Healing the servant by His word alone, Jesus showed that He also spoke the truth when He said that the Jews would be cast out from the kingdom.

 

LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14
 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. Matt. 22:37
 
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. Matt. 22:39
 
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. Matt. 5:44

 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD, LOVE IS NOT SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4

 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE ALWAYS HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS. LOVE NEVER FAILS!   1Cor. 13:7,8

COVID-19 Activities and Ideas we can do at home:
ORTHODOX LINKS
Orthodox Church in America: https://www.oca.org/resources-coronavirus   Scroll down to Liturgical and Spiritual Resources to see reading sources as well as a list of churches streaming services.   Activities for families and children: Scroll down to Resources for Families and Individuals.  This section contains links to virtual field trips and educational resources for children.
Ancient Faith Website      ancientfaith.com
Ancient Faith Podcasts: https://www.ancientfaith.com/podcasts#paging:number=10|sort:path~type~order=.entry_date~datetime~desc|views:view=list-view|status-filter:path=default|mediatype-filter:path=default|language-filter:path=default|paging:currentPage=0   

If you have young children or teens, check out the podcast “Under the Grapevine”.  It consists of orthodox books read to younger children (picture book) and to older children/teens (chapter books)
LiveStreamingPrograms:    https://www.ancientfaith.com/radio/live
LightaCandle:VirtualChapel    https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lightacandle
LESSONS IN OUR FAITH” VIDEO PRESENTED BY HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL These instructional videos can be found on the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! There are 14 videos! Be sure to check them out!

NON-ORTHODOX LINKS
Audible books for Free: https://stories.audible.com/start-listen  Children, young adult/teen books.  Scroll down to the end for adult books.
Khan Academy: https://www.khanacademy.org/  Academic classes for 4-year olds to Grade 12.  There is a plan and schedule for children who are at home due to school closings.  And if you are an adult, take a  high school course!
University Classes: Never had a chance to attend an ivy league university?  Now you have the opportunity to take over 450 classes for free.  
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/here-are-380-ivy-league-courses-you-can-take-online-right-now-for-free-9b3ffcbd7b8c/
Duolingo: Here’s your opportunity to learn over 35 languages (including Klingon).
https://www.duolingo.com/
Buffalo and Erie County Library: The physical buildings may be closed; however if you have a library card, you can download books and audiobooks.  You will need the overdrive or libby app.  https://buffalo.overdrive.com/
Free things to do that were not free before the coronavirus: https://www.npr.org/2020/03/20/818670715/getting-bored-heres-a-list-of-free-things-that-werent-free-before-coronavirus
Website with activities to do at home with our children: 

https://www.teeturtle.com/alone-together
On Youtube:  Every Friday Andrew Lloyd Weber is permitting the broadcast of one of his plays for 48 hours only.  Search for “the show must go on”

1) The “Ride for Roswell” will take place on Sunday August 9, 2020 at a time and location to be determined.  An email will go out this week with more information and a link to our team homepage: St Georges Cancer Slayers.  For more information, please contact Dr. Boris. 

2)  School Supply/Backpack Collection for the Children at Salvation Army. An email went out this past week with more information and a list of items needed.  We will not be assembling the backpacks this year but rather just collecting the school supply items from June 28th to August 2!   For more any questions or for more information, please contact myself or Andrea. 

3)  We will be holding a “Non-Contact Food Drive” for The Buffalo City Mission on Saturday July 11, 2020 from 10:00 am to 1:00 PM.  An email will go out this week with more information and a list of items needed along with information for what help and assistance will be needed on that day.   For more any questions or for more information or to help out, please contact myself.

**PLEASE SHARE THESE EVENTS WITH EVERYONE!!**

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

JOIN ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL, TO PRAY AND FAST
FOR RECONCILIATION AND AN END TO CIVIL STRIFE
The clergy and faithful of the Diocese continue to mourn the tragic losses of life, the needless acts of violence, the divisions among races, and the civil strife which plague many of our cities and countrysides.

Our Lord’s own words instruct us as to what our response to injustice, inequality, violence and hopelessness must be:  “Whatever you do to the least of My brethren, you do it to Me” (Matthew 25:40), and “by this will all men know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:15). The Saints remind us that we are blind unless we see every human being – regardless of their differences – as made in the image, and after the likeness, of God (Genesis 1:26-27). And the Sermon on the Mount challenges us to become “peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.”

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King put it this way, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  Hate multiplies hate; violence multiplies violence in a descending spiral of destruction.”

The work of establishing justice and equality, and peace and love among all peoples in our country, cannot be achieved by one-time efforts; it must be an ongoing process of change, of repentance.  And some kinds of evil, according to our Savior, are only driven out “by prayer and fasting” (Matthew 17:21).

So, I invite all of our diocesan family to join with me in a Year Dedicated to Reconciliation and An End to Civil Strife by praying and fasting on the first day of every month, beginning Wednesday, July 1:  by praying the Akathist to the African Saints, and the Prayer for Racial Reconciliation (which is attached to this e-mail) – at 12:00 noon, and abstaining from eating lunch that day.

If  you cannot pray and fast at noon on that day, then choose another meal from which to fast, and another time to pray the Akathist … or at least offer the Prayer for Racial Reconciliation, which is at the conclusion of the service, if that is all that you have time to do.

We ask the Lord to help us become instruments of peace and reconciliation … for those who truly pray and fast for this cause, cannot be at the same time instruments of hatred and violence.

May Our Lord bring an end to the strife that divides the people of this country from one another … may He make us instruments of that process … and, may He grant mercy and blessed repose to all those who have been taken from us in acts of hatred and fear.  May their memory be eternal  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WE WILL GATHER TOGETHER AS A PARISH FAMILY IN PRAYER ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS AT 12:00 NOON 

Wednesday July 1                 Saturday August 1

Tuesday September 1            Thursday October 1 (After Divine Liturgy)

Sunday November 1 (After Divine Liturgy)
Tuesday December 1            Friday January 1, 2021 (After Divine Liturgy)
Monday February 1               Monday March 1

Thursday April 1                    Saturday May 1

Tuesday June 1

**PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD AND INVITE OUR FAMILIES, FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS TO JOIN US IN PRAYER AS WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR THE PEACE, SALVATION, FORGIVENESS, AND HEALING OF OUR NATION!!**

