** ASINCERE AND HEARTFELT THANK YOU **
We would like to express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to EVERYONE who assisted with the Lenten Meal on Good Friday, The Paschal Meal following the Paschal Divine Liturgy, as well as to everyone who donated The Red Eggs and dyed the Red Eggs as well as donated the Eggs for Dying for Pascha.  We also express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to EVERYONE who assisted, in one way or another, with preparing our church for the Feast of Holy Pascha through cleaning and adorning and preparing the Tomb of Our Lord. Indeed the flowers and beautification of the church add such a beautiful touch to the glorious Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord.  We also thank everyone who assisted with setting up and cleaning up the Parish Fellowship Hall. We especially thank Reader John and Sue and our entire parish choir for your efforts throughout the Great Lenten Season, Holy Week, and Pascha. Indeed all of the services were beautiful and prayerful….THANK YOU for your dedication in singing/chanting. To everyone who assisted in one way or another – Thank You! All of your efforts are greatly appreciated.  May The Joy of the Resurrection of Our Lord fill your hearts.  May GOD continue to bless and guide you.
=========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for Holy Week = = =

Monday        Acts 1:12-17,21-26                       John 1:18-28
Tuesday        Acts 2:14-21                                 Luke 24:12-35

Wednesday   Acts 2:22-36                                 John 1:35-51

Thursday      Acts 2:38-43                                 John 3:1-15

Friday          Acts 3:1-8                                     John 2:12-22

Saturday    Acts 3:11-16                                 John 3:22-33

Sunday       Acts 5:12-20    {St. Thomas Sunday} John 20:19-31

=========================================================
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**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**
In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,
 and on the Center Icon Table are donated by     
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Altar Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuovo in Loving Memory or Thy Servant of God, Priest Leonard Gregory. May his memory be eternal.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:
Fr. Jason, Mat. Katia, Mat. Paraskeva, Anna and Alexandra 

In Loving Memory of Archpriest Eugene Vansuch
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HOLY PASCHA — THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST. [Beginning of the Pentecostarion]. Apostles Jason and Sosipater of the Seventy, the Virgin Kerkyra, and those with them (1st c.). Martyrs Dada, Maximus, and Quinctilian, at Dorostolum (286). St. Cyril, Bishop of Túrov (1183).
EPISTLE:                         Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                            GOSPEL:                                                              
Acts 1:1-8                                                                                                             John 1:1-17
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHRIST IS RISEN!     INDEED HE IS RISEN!
___________________________________________________________________
W   E   L   C   O   M   E!

We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us here at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer and fasting may receive Holy Communion. 
               May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.

_____________________________________________________________________
THE PASCHAL GREETINGS OF CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

GREETING                                    RESPONSE

CHRIST IS RISEN!                                    INDEED HE IS RISEN!  (English)    

CHRISTOS TENSIOU!                              BAHAKE TENSIOU!      (Eritrean)            

AL MASEEH QAM!                                 HAQQAN QAM!            (Arabic)                                             

CHRISTOS ANESTI!                                ALITHOS ANESTI!        (Greek)                         

CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!                          VOISTINU VOSKRESE!  (Russian)       

HRISTOS A INVIAT!                               ADEVARAT A INVIAT!     (Romanian)    
CRISTO ESTA RESUCITADO!               EN VERDAD, ESTA RESUCITADO! (Spanish) 
KRISHTI U NGJALL!                               VERTET U NGJALL! (Albanian)    
YESU MASIH ZINDA HO GAYA HAI!   HAANYAQEENAN WOZINDA HO GAYA HAI! (Urdu) 
CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!                          VOISTINA VOSKRESE!     (Bulgarian)  

CHRYSTOS UVASKROS!                       SAPRAUDY UVASKROS! (Belarussian)  
KRISTE AGHSDGA!                               CHESMARITAD AGHSDGA!  (Georgian)  
CHRISTOS VOSKRES!                           VOISTINI VOSKRES!     (Ukrainian)

LE CHRIST EST RESURRECTE!            EN VERITE, ILEST RESURRECTE! (French)
HA-MESHIHA QOM!                          BE-EMET QOM!  (Hebrew)
HARISUTOSU FUKKATSU!                JITSU NI FUKKATSU!  (Japanese) 
CHRISTUS IST AUFERSTANDEN!     WAHRHAFT AUFERSTANDEN! (German)

KRISTO ZMARTWYCKWSTAL!         ZAPRAWDE ZMARTWYCKWSTAL! (Polish)                        

YINQA HRLYSTOS!                            YINQA BEJ!  (Klingon)

KRISTO AMEFUFUKKA!                    KWELI AMEFUFUKKA!  (Swahili)

KRISTO GESSO!                                 BUHAR HA SHO NAY! (Korean)
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ST. THOMAS SUNDAY – SUNDAY MAY 5, 2019 – ST. THOMAS SUNDAY

Immediately following the Festive Parish Luncheon  

on the Church and Rectory Property!

For all children of our parish and their families!

Let us come together and celebrate the Glorious 

Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord and

St Thomas Sunday by participating in the Divine Services where we will have Archbishop MICHAEL with us and leading us followed by some Christian Fellowship.

* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN      Archbishop NIKON

CLERGY 

Archpriest Herman, Matushka Cynthia and George {Schick}      Archpriest James and Mat. Patricia (Mason)  
Archpriest Alexey and Matushka Anastasia  (Karlgut)                 Archpriest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne                                            

Archpriest Timmothy/Mat. Michelle                                               Archpriest Michael and Mat. Valerie (Hatrak)

Archpriest Ken and Matushka Natalie (Starevsky)                      Dn. Sean and Mat. Heather (McNulty)
Archpriest Gregory and Mat. Diane (Winsky)                                 Priest Peter and Mat. Mary (Irfan)                                                     
MATUSHKI                                                                                             Presbyter John and Presbytera Nancy

Mat. Katia      Mat. Paraskeva       Mat. Joanna      Popadia Vicki     Mat. Christine     Mat. Patricia (Severeno)                            
Mat. Gloria (Martin)
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Church 

Catherine          Ivan/Marina/Inna Bonnie (Dan)                             Karen     Aliscia (Nick Rostko)
Edwina              Irene                       Luba                                              Jim, Darren, Marsha (Relatives of Elaine M.)
Serena               Lillian                     Reader Victor                              Nicholas (Wityk)   William, Natalie, Natasha  

Sarah                                                 Albert/Helen (Fadell)                Carol (Frank’s friend)  Boris (Kuvshinoff)    
Xenia, Justin, Danielle  (Friends of Fr. Jason)                                   Frank       Oscar       Candice, Ronald (Masset)   
Victor (Tita Nephew)                        Catherine (Tony)                      Susan (Kirwan)            June (Pavlov) 

Evelyn (Friend of Julie)                     Billy (William – Mat. Christine’s cousin)                      Allison (school)
Mary (Massey)                                  Holly                     Svetlana (Family friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)
Jeanne (Mat. Christine’s Friend)          Angela, Jason, Michelle (Relatives of Dn. Mark)    Anthony

Linda     Justin (Slaiman)                       Margaret, Thomas, Victoria (Ewing)        Ashley (Friend from Roswell)  

Melody                                              Lee, Bridget (John Kirwan friend)                     Anne (Barbara K. Mother)
Kelly, Robert, Boris, Rehmat, Zaeb, Tirza, Sabas  Sada Thlisinitsa, Gemmal, Geesa, and Patric (Fr. Peter)    

Varvara (Mary Jo Mother)                     Jeremy Stewart (nephew of Bill George)        Susan (Zumba)   

Juliana (Matusiak)                                  Susan (Deeb)       Justin (Cmunt)        Louis (cousin of Barbara)           Yuri/Elena          Thomas (Slaiman)      Carol/Maggie     Jaime (Zumba)    Vera (grandmother of Hannah)     Rosemary    Harry (neighbor of Tom and MaryAnne Slaiman)     Emma/Alexander (relatives of Natalie Huett)

Robert (Bonnie Valieff father)  Aspasia (Dean’s Mother)  Charles   Seraphim   Barbara (Rdr. John’s Sister in Law)
Olga (Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia) Vadym Iryna Yuriy Anastasia         Noah (McEntee)    Elias, John, Joseph
Mary, Hal, Autumn, Ariana, and Amber        Judithann (Friend of Barbara)     Steven (Uncle of Dean)     
Diocese of NY&NJ Prayer List                           William (Friend of John and Gretchen)    Natalie (Huett)
Protopresbyter Leonid (Kishkovsky)                 Archpriest Paul                              Archpriest Samuel (Kedela)          
Archpriest George (Hasenecz)                           Archpriest Paul (Shafran)             Alonzo (Mat. Jeanne Father)
Archpriest Jonathan (Ivanoff)                            Archpriest Paul (Kucynda)            Matushka Mary (Shafran)     

Archpriest Sergei and Mat. Gerry (Glagolev) Priest Vasili (Dubee)                      John, Michael 
Expectant Mothers                                                          
Those Serving in The Armed Forces                                                                            Catechumens                 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin, Shawn, John, Daniel                   Brian, Hannah, Ellie, Finn 

FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:

All of the clergy and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life, who now lie asleep in the Lord.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch       Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   

Ever-Memorable Priest John Bohush                      Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Aswad  

Ever-Memorable Archpriest Rastko                        Matushka Dorothy (Timko)                                                                                                 
Ever-Memorable Dn. Mark                                       Priest Leonid Gregory (Anthony DelNuovo)                                     

 Ever-Memorable Pdn. Gregory                                Akhtar and Barkat (Family of Fr. Peter)  Archpriest Kirill
Newly-Departed Servants of God                      Ever-Memorable Sbdn. Gregory    
*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list

 for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
ACTS 1:1-8
In Those Days :
The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, until the day in which He was taken up, after He through the Holy Spirit had given commandments to the apostles whom He had chosen, to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many

infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
JOHN 1:1-17 (Feast of Holy Pascha)
Let us Attend!  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.

He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, "This was He of whom I said, 'He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.' "

And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
ARCHPASTORAL VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL
Over the weekend of May 4-5 (Bright Saturday and St. Thomas Sunday and Celebrating The Feast of St. George), His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL will be visiting us by making an Archpastoral Visit to our parish.  He will be here on Bright Saturday May 4 for Great Vespers and will be with us for the entire weekend leading us in prayer and fellowship.  Below is a schedule of services/events:

BRIGHT SATURDAY MAY 4, 2019
COCCNF BRIGHT SATURDAY CELEBRATION 

ST. STEPHEN SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
(177 Weber Road – Lackawanna)

       The Paschal Hours – 9:20 AM

        Paschal Divine Liturgy with Procession around the Church – 9:30 AM

   Festive Paschal Brunch in the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy

Great Vespers– 5:00 PM

· Parish Council Dinner with Archbishop MICHAEL at the Rectory

Hosted by Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia

ST. THOMAS SATURDAY MAY 5, 2019

Church School Children/Teachers meet with His Eminence Archbishop Michael– 9:00 AM     

Entrance, Greeting, Vesting of His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL 

followed by Divine Liturgy with Procession around the Church – 9:30 AM

**During Vesting of His Eminence, The Third and Sixth Hours will be read**

        Festive Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy

        Annual Church School Easter Egg Hunt on Church/Rectory Property
FAST-FREE WEEK

During the coming week, known as BRIGHT WEEK, there is a general dispensation from all fasting. Meat and animal products may be eaten on Wednesday and Friday.

The Royal Doors and the Deacon’s Doors, remain open the entire Bright Week until Bright Saturday.
THE MEANING OF PASCHA
Jesus died in order to give us new life! Through His death on the Cross, Jesus defeated the power of death. Having died as a man, Jesus descended to Hades, the place of death, to destroy death and bring life to those in the tombs. Jesus ’ Life was more powerful than death. At the moment of His death, the earth shook, the tombs were opened and many bodies of the saints were raised. By His Resurrection from the dead, Jesus, who is the Christ-God, gives new life to all who believe in Him and do His will. Although we will die, we know that “death can no longer hold men captive,” for when Christ comes again, all those in the tombs will be raised from the dead.  Christ the Lord of all will come to judge the living and the dead, and grant life eternal in the world to come, to all who believe in Him as King and as God.  “ Christ is Risen! ” 
A Slavic Easter… The Tradition Continues 
‘Twas the day before Easter and all through the house,
The Hrutka was hanging, even tempting the mouse. The beets were boiling and I was grating with care Because the horseradish aroma was filling the air. The Pascha was sticky, it was a big lump of dough
I kneaded to plump it so it would grow. Raisins were added, then into the pan where inside the oven it began to brown and expand.


With baba in the kitchen and dzedo taking a nap I began cracking walnuts, leaving the shells in my lap. Opened jars of lekvar were soon everywhere, Filling rolls of kolachi were all I could bear.


Two dozen boiled eggs were waiting to cool for coloring in pastel yellow, pink, green and blue. Softening for the mold was a pound of sweet butter how I prayed that my counter would be free from this clutter.


The salt shaker was cleaned and filled to the top leaving only the meat before I could stop. Smoked kielbasa and bacon and brown-sugared ham why couldn’t they just bless cans of ready-to-eat Spam? 


Finally on Sunday with filled baskets in hand and while singing "Christos Voskrese" the congregation did stand. With candles and incense and blessings for us all we bidden each a Happy Pascha and left the church hall.


At home the family gathered to begin the holy meal but shortly thereafter I wondered if it was all real. Within an hour of eating everything that they were able my family was too full to clear the dishes from the table.

