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PRAYERS

by: Author Unknown, Source Unknown

Life without purpose is barren indeed There can't be a harvest unless you plant seed
There can't be attainment unless there's a goal And man's but a robot unless there's a soul.
If we send no ships out, no ships will come in, And unless there's a contest, nobody can win. For games can't be won unless they are played, And prayers can't be answered unless they are prayed. So whatever is wrong with your life today You'll find a solution if you kneel down and pray. Not just for pleasure, enjoyment and health, Not just for honors and prestige and wealth. But pray for a purpose to make life worth living And pray for the joy of unselfish giving. For great is your gladness and rich your reward, When you make your life's purpose the choice of the Lord. Amen.
Feast of the Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, 
the Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary
SEPTEMBER 8

The birth and early life of the Virgin Mary is not recorded in the Gospels or other books of the New Testament, however this information can be found in a work dating from the second century known as the Book of James or Protevangelion.

According to the story found in this book, Mary's parents, Joachim and Anna, were childless for many years. They remained faithful to God, but their prayers for a child were unanswered. One day, when Joachim came to the temple to make an offering, he was turned away by the High Priest who chastised him for his lack of children. To hide his shame, Joachim retreated to the hill country to live among the shepherds and their flocks.

As Joachim was praying, his wife Anna was praying at the same time at their house in Jerusalem. An angel appeared to both of them and announced that Anna would have a child whose name would be known throughout the world. Anna promised to offer her child as a gift to the Lord. Joachim returned home, and in due time Anna bore a daughter, Mary.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Feast of the UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE 

PRECIOUS AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS

SEPTEMBER 14
In the twentieth year of his reign (326), the Emperor Constantine sent his mother Saint Helen to Jerusalem to venerate the holy places and to find the site of the Holy Sepulchre and of the Cross. Relying upon the oral tradition of the faithful, Saint Helen found the precious Cross together with the crosses of the two thieves crucified with our Lord. However, Helen had no way of determining which was the Cross of Christ.

With the healing of a dying woman who touched one of the crosses, Patriarch Macarius of Jerusalem identified the True Cross of Christ. Saint Helen and her court venerated the Precious and Life-Giving Cross along with many others who came to see this great instrument of Redemption.

The Patriarch mounted the ambo (pulpit) and lifted the Cross with both hands so that all of the people gathered could see it. The crowed responded with "Lord have mercy". This became the occasion of the institution in all of the Churches of the Exaltation of the Precious Cross, not only in memory of the event of the finding of the Cross, but also to celebrate how an instrument of shame was used to overcome death and bring salvation and eternal life.

The Feast is an opportunity outside of the observances of Holy Week to celebrate the full significance of the victory of the Cross over the powers of the world, and the triumph of the wisdom of God through the Cross over the wisdom of this world. This Feast also gives the Church an opportunity to relish the full glory of the Cross as a source of light, hope and victory for Christ's people. It is also a time to celebrate the universality of the work of redemption accomplished through the Cross: the entire universe is seen through the light of the Cross, the new Tree of Life which provides nourishment for those who have been redeemed in Christ.
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As a friendly reminder………





Great Vespers is served every Saturday at 4:00PM.  If you are able to, we encourage everyone to join us as we celebrate this beautiful evening prayer service which helps prepare ourselves for the celebration of The Divine Liturgy on Sunday Morning which begins at 10:00 AM! We should make every effort to come to the services that are offered so that we can enrich our spiritual growth and well as enrich our Life in Christ.  We should also make every effort to be in church at least a few minutes before the service begins so that we are spiritually prepared to celebrate the services.





++++++++++++++++++





Beginning with the October Issue of ‘The Wonderworker”, we will be adding the following sections:





Children’s Corner


Highlights from the Parish Council


News from Ladies of St. George


Updates on projects/ events within our parish








“The way you deal with life each day, depends on what you bring to life each day.”





ACTIVITIES AROUND THE PARISH


THE PARISH COUNCIL


The September monthly meeting of the Parish Council will be held on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 15 at 12:00 PM.  





THE CHOIR


The choir, under the direction of Reader John, has a great group of dedicated members who come together every week to sing the beautiful responses for the Divine Services.  We are always looking for new members to come and sing.  If you are interested in joining the choir and would like to know more about what it entails, please see or contact Reader John.  We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Reader John and to all of the choir members for their tireless efforts with adding the peacefulness, prayerfulness, and joy to all of the Divine Services as well as for making our celebrations of the Feast Days filled with much peace, prayer, and joy. We also express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Mat. Katia who serves as the Back-Up Choir Director. The Choir will begin their regular scheduled rehearsals in SEPTEMBER for their First Choir Rehearsal!! The Date/Time will be determined following Liturgy on Sunday September 8…see Reader John for more details! ALL MEMBERS are asked to make every effort to come to the weekly scheduled Choir Rehearsals as we are learning new music. If you are unable to attend, please contact Reader John.  


May GOD continue to bless and guide Reader John and the entire choir with many more blessed years of good health and happiness. Thank You for your continued efforts and dedication.  





THE CHURCH SCHOOL


The Church School is always going string throughout the entire year under the wonderful guidance of Mr. Stephen Guerra (Interim Church School Coordinator).  We have 11 children enrolled in our Church School Program.   The Church , having taken the summer off, will begin their new school year for 2013-2014 on SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8 with the opening Moleben Service of Thanksgiving following the Divine Liturgy.  All parents, teachers, and children are asked to make every effort to be present for this service as we begin yet another year of education, learning, fun, and fellowship!!! 


For more information, please see or contact Doug and Kristi King. 


Meeting of Church School Coordinators with Fr. Jason – occurs on a monthly basis


Opening of Church School – September 8(Moleben) 


Church School Picnic – September 8


First Day of Class – September 15





++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


 “One must always remember that success in any aspect of the spiritual life is the fruit of the grace of God. Spiritual Life comes entirely from His Most Holy Spirit.  We have our own spirit but it is void of power. It begins to gain strength only when the Grace of God flows into it.”


BISHOP THEOPHAN THE RECLUSE











THE GREAT FEASTS OF 


THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS AND 


ELEVATION OF THE CROSS/CHURCH NEW YEAR





Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,    


          





GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!              GLORY FOREVER! 








“THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAS MADE!


LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT!”





I greet all of you with these words of praise as we begin another year within the Liturgical and Spiritual Life of Our Church.  


Every year on September 1, Orthodox Christians around the world celebrate this Great Feast to mark the beginning of their spiritual journey through the cycle of Feasts.  Whereas many of the Feasts of the Church revolve around Great & Holy Pascha, it is September 1st that is the start of the Church Calendar. As such, this would be a great time for us, as Christians, to choose a goal that is appropriate for our own spirituality. Perhaps we need to attend the weekly services that are offered on a more regular basis, pray a little more each day, read the Bible all the way through, fast more often or more strictly, extend our time, talents, and efforts a little more.  Whatever we need to do to grow spiritually, we need to start today! 


The commemoration of The Church New Year, itself, reminds us of the constant need to re-evaluate and recapture that which is central to our lives as Orthodox Christians, to restore balance in all we do, and in repentance to make an earnest attempt to set aside a portion—the “first portion”—of our time to acquire the peace of the Holy Spirit. 


By entering the ecclesiastical year we discover -- perhaps for the first time -- the mercy and love of God revealed in the celebrations, which open to us the great acts of salvation. In these celebrations, culminating in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the body of Christians is made into the body of Christ. In these celebrations, the Kingdom of God is being proclaimed and revealed. With the proclamation of the Gospel we are given the opportunity to receive the living Word of God which renews and illumines those seeking "to run the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). By embracing this Word we are invited to draw near and receive from the table of the Kingdom the bread of life and the fountain of immortality. 


My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, a great and awesome gift has been entrusted to us. By entering the ecclesiastical year we are given the opportunity to proclaim, in word and deed, the Gospel of new and eternal life. Let us draw near together, as a parish family, and enter with great joy into the mystery of the liturgical life of our Church. And let us proclaim to the world the saving acts of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by fulfilling and proclaiming His Beloved Gospel. 


As we begin this New Ecclesiastical Year, I encourage all of you to participate more in the Liturgical and Spiritual Life of our parish.  We will be offering more services to allow everyone the opportunity to grow in their spiritual life as well as to become apart of the Liturgical Life of our parish. We will also be offering more Educational Sessions for both the children and the adults of our parish to allow the opportunity for all of us to grow in our faith. We also have many projects and activities planned for this coming year which will require everyone’s efforts.  Through these activities, we will allow ourselves the opportunity of coming together as a parish family to enjoy fun and fellowship with one another as brothers and sisters in Christ.


As we begin this New Ecclesiastical Year, I encourage all of you to continue your love and support for one another.  I encourage all of you to continue praying for one another.  For through these efforts on everyone’s part, not only will our beloved parish family continue to grow in faith and in love, but more so we will become what God has intended us to be:  A Thriving and Living Body of Christ proclaiming and living the Gospel of His Beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ!





My dear brothers and sisters, let us embrace each other with love.  Let us embrace each other with joy.  Let us come together to proclaim and live this Joyous Message to all. 





May GOD continue to bless and guide you, your families and our entire parish family with the gift of The Holy Spirit!





God Bless You!





With Love in Christ,





Fr. Jason





+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


Calendar of Events for 


SEPTEMBER 2013


++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


September 7-8


feast of nativity of the theotokos





Saturday September 7 


great vespers with litiya  -4:00 pm





Sunday September 8 


the hours – 9:30 am        divine liturgy – 10:00 am


coffee hour fellowship in parish hall following liturgy!


moleben for the opening of church school following Liturgy!


Picnic on Rectory Property following the moleben service!





Wednesday September 11


12th Anniversary of the 9/11 attacks


memorial litiya and prayer service for America – 6:00 pm





September 13 – 14


feast of the elevation of the cross





Friday September 13 


Great Vespers with litiya with procession of life-giving cross


 4:00 PM





Saturday September 14  (day of strict fast)


 the festal divine liturgy – 10:00 AM





Sunday September 15


parish council meeting – 12:00 PM





Sunday September 29


annual byzantine dinner – 12:00 to 3:00 PM





++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++





Beginning in September, 


in addition to our regular weekly and weekend services, we will serve the following services on a monthly basis:





2nd Monday of Every Month 


Healing Prayer Service at 6:00PM





2nd Wednesday of Every Month 


Prayer Service for America at 6:00PM
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ANNUAL BYZANTINE MARKETPLACE 


SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 2013


12:00 TO 3:00 PM


Dinners to Dine-in or Take-out!


Adults - $10.00


Children (under 10) - $4.00


Menu


Mediterranean Chicken     Stuffed Cabbage


Pierogie                             Rice Pilaf


Green Beans                     Dessert


Tabbouleh or Garden Salad


Ethnic Breads





Coffee, Tea, Soda





If anyone would like to make a donation for the Raffle, please see or contact Tita. Also, please refer to the flyers on the table in the back of back of the church.





If anyone has any questions, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Tita Abraham.   May GOD continue to bless you and guide you!!





+++++++++++++++++++++++





Ss Peter and Paul Orthodox Church 


45 Ideal Street     Buffalo, NY





Pig Roast and Game





Sunday October 20, 2013


12:00 to 5:00 PM





Let us come together with our brothers and sisters in Christ at Ss Peter and Paul and enjoy some great food, great Christian Fellowship, and great football!!





Adults Tickets:


$15.00 (before Oct. 13)


$20.00 (after Oct. 13 and at Door)





Children Tickets


$10.00 (12 and under)





Under 21 must be accompanied by an adult!





To make your reservation and purchase tickets, please call: 716-893-0044. Also, please refer to the flyer on the table in the back of church. 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES


SATURDAYS and FEAST DAYS 


GREAT VESPERS FOLLOWED BY CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION – 4:00 PM





SUNDAYS and FEAST DAYS


HOURS – 9:30 AM    DIVINE LITURGY – 10:00 AM  


Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy


Church School is held every Sunday following Divine Liturgy from September to May





SEPTEMBER 2013 – THE WONDERWORKER – SEPTEMBER 2013
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