ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory – (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
WEEKLY BULLETIN and FLOWER and ALTAR CANDLE SIGN-UP SHEETS

Do you want to remember a loved one who has fallen asleep in the Lord?  Do you want to honor someone on their birthday, anniversary or a great accomplishment in their life?  You can by bringing flowers to church and placing them on the Tetrapod or in front of the Icons of Christ/Theotokos on the Iconostasis.  This is not only a beautiful way to remember or honor our loved ones but also it is a way in which we beautify our church.

Also, If you would like to bring flowers, sponsor the weekly bulletin, donate the Altar Candles (5 of them and burn from Sunday to Sunday), please see the sign-up sheets on table in the back of church. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $15.00.  The donation for the Altar Candles is $15.00. Please see Reader John Kirwan to hand in your donation or send it in to the church. If you have any questions or concerns, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**
In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,
 and on the Center Icon Table are donated by     
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Altar Candles are offered Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia in honor of their daughters, Anna Nadine and Alexandra Elizabeth, as they celebrate their 1st birthday and for their continued good health.  Many Years!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:
Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia in honor of their daughters, Anna Nadine and Alexandra Elizabeth, as they celebrate their 1st birthday and for their continued good health.  Many Years!
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23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. Prophet Nahum (7th c. B.C.). Righteous Philaret the Merciful of Amnia in Asia Minor (792). Martyr Ananias of Persia.
EPISTLE:                                 Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                          GOSPEL:                                                              
Galatians 2:16-20                                                                                Luke 12:16-21

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST           GLORY FOREVER!

___________________________________________________________________
W   E   L   C   O   M   E!


We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us at St. George Orthodox Catholic Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. 
               May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.
_____________________________________________________________________
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THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY DECEMBER 1, 2013 
The Hours – 9:30 AM        Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Church School in the Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy.
Coffee Hour Fellowship in the Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy.

THURSDAY DECEMBER 5, 2013

EVE OF THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER

Adult Education/Bible Study – 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM
Great Vespers with Litiya – 4:00 PM

FRIDAY DECEMBER 6, 2013

THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER

Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7, 2013
Reader’s Vespers – 3:30 PM        
SUNDAY DECEMBER 8, 2013 
The Hours – 9:30 AM        Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Church School in the Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy.
MY BEST in the Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy.

++++++++++
Coffee Hour Fellowship in The Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy every Sunday!
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     (Continued Prayers)

Priest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne         Priest John and Matushka Joanna   
Archpriest Ratsko and Popadia Vicki      
Archpriest Alexey (Karlgut)  and Matushka Anastasia     
MATUSHKI

Mat. Barbara  (Kucynda)                Mat. Genevieve (Glagolev)               Mother Ines

Mat. Eugenia (Nehrebecki)            Mat. Dorothy (Timko)                       Mother Ivonne
Matushka Paraskeva (Vansuch)                                                                    Mother Maria
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Catholic Church 
Catherine          Ivan/Marina          Bonnie (Dan)                  June
Serena               Edwina                    John (Tony)     Kendall (patient of Dn. Mark)
Sarah                 Irene                        Lilian                                 Reader Victor    

Bryan (patient of Dn. Mark)                         
Diocesan Prayer List      

Matushka Laura (Schmidt)     
 Archpriest David (Vernak)           Archpriest Matthew (Searforce)

Archpriest Leonid (Kishkovsky)    Archpriest John (Nehrebecki) 
Matushka Mimi (Kishkovsky)       Matushka Peggy (Kilngel)      James (Lazor) 
Expectant Mothers                     Mothers
Carina   Zanesh   Katherine

Those Serving in The Armed Forces 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin
Those Celebrating their birthdays/anniversaries                                     
FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:
All of the pastors and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch  
Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   
Newly-Departed Servants of God
Reader Gregory (Sulich)      Katherine (Bisaga)        Helen (Detke) 
Terry (relative of Dn. Mark)       Robert (Fr. Herman’s Father)
*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.*

+++++++++++++++++++++++
***Always remember to check out our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) , the Diocesan Website (www.nynjoca.org), The OCA Website (www.oca.org) periodically for updates on “What is Happening in the Life of our Church”! ***
*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar!* 
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HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY
Troparion  for Resurrection – Tone 6
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead// by His glorious Resurrection.

Troparion  for Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos — Tone 4
Today is the prelude of the good will of God, of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. The Virgin appears in the Temple of God, in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. Let us rejoice  and sing to her:// “Rejoice, O Fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation!”   

Troparion  for St. Catherine — Tone 4
By your virtues as by rays of the sun you enlightened the unbelieving philosophers, and like the most bright moon you drove away the darkness of disbelief from those walking in the night; you convinced the queen, and also chastised the tyrant, God-summoned bride, blessed Catherine. You hastened with desire to the heavenly bridal chamber of the fairest Bridegroom of Christ, and you were crowned by Him with a royal crown;// Standing before Him with the Angels, pray for us who keep your most  sacred memory!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion for Resurrection — Tone 6
Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator,

and destroying the sting of death. Thou hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of Man,// and we cry to Thee: “O Lord, save us!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Kontakion for Feast of Entrance of The Theotokos — Tone 5
The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, therefore, the Angels of God praise her: “Truly this woman is the abode of Heaven!”

PROKEMEINON   Tone 4
Thou, O Lord, shall protect us and preserve us from this generation forever.

v. Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly!
ALLELUIA VERSES

I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.   

For Thou hast said: “Mercy will be established forever; My truth will be prepared in the heavens.” 
Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline your ear!
THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

(Instead of “It is truly meet …,” we sing:)

The Angels beheld the Entrance of the Pure One and were amazed. How has the Virgin entered into the Holy of Holies?

Since she is a living Ark of God  let no profane hand touch the Theotokos. But let the lips of believers unceasingly sing to her,
praising her in joy with the Angel’s song:  “Truly, you are more exalted than all, O pure Virgin!”

COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!
{4}     
An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute financial support.  To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link: http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling parishes. How about you?  Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the church.  May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. 

+++++++++++++++++
“Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Grace Bishop MICHAEL

His Grace Bishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point," offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. 

These instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! We will also be playing these videos during Coffee Hour once a month beginning in the New Year. For those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are located on the table in the back of church. 

* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
All of our beloved parishioners and family members who are in
hospitals, nursing homes, or homebound.
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN       Metropolitan JONAH

CLERGY (Ill-afflicted) 
Archpriest Herman {Schick}      Archpriest Thomas (Edwards)   Archpriest Alexander (Atty)           Archpriest Vincent (Severeno)  Archpriest Timmothy (Holowatch)   
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THE SERVICE OFABSOLUTION BEGAN ON SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24


     
     
     

In preparing for our participation in receiving Holy Communion, Fr. Jason began The Service of Absolution on SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24.  This service will be served on the Third Sunday of each month at 9:30 AM. However, beginning in January, this service will be served every Saturday Evening following Great Vespers.  It is a service in which we come together as a parish family and ask for God’s forgiveness as well as for His continued blessings upon us as we prepare ourselves for the celebration of The Divine Liturgy as well as preparing ourselves to receive the Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord.   We must be mindful that this is NOT a substitute for Private Confession.   We must maintain a cycle of coming to Confession on a regular basis especially during the Fasting Periods of the Church (Dormition Fast, Nativity Fast, Great Lent, Ss Peter/Paul Fast).  As part of our spiritual growth, it is very important that we try to participate in the Sacrament of Holy Confession as well as Receiving Holy Communion on a regular basis.  For those who are unable to come to Vespers on Saturday Evenings, you may come to Absolution or Confession on Sunday Morning prior to the beginning of The Divine Liturgy with the Service of Absolution beginning at 9:30 AM. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason. May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you and your families! THE NEXT SERVICE OF ABSOLUTION IS ON SUNDAY DECEMBER 22!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

DONATIONS FOR MY BEST

SUNDAY DECEMBER 8
If anyone would like to make a gift or monetary donation for the Chinese Auction Table, please see or contact Christine Kuntz. My Best will be held on Sunday December 8.  Thank you for your continued generosity and support!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

DONATIONS FOR A NEW UPRIGHT FREEZER….. Over the next several months, The Ladies of St. George will be holding special coffee hour luncheons and Raffles on Sundays to raise funds for the purchase of a new upright freezer for the Parish Fellowship Hall. To purchase raffle tickets, please see Christine Kuntz. We thank you for your continued generosity and support!
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EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
EPHESIANS 2:4-10
BRETHREN:
But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
LUKE 13:10-17
Let us Attend!  

Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ 

And he said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 

And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 

{5}
For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?” But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”

=========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =

Monday        1 Thess.  1:1-5                                             Luke 19: 37-44
Tuesday        1 Thess. 1:6-10                                           Luke 19:45-48
Wednesday   1 Thess. 2:1-8                                             Luke 20:1-8
Thursday      1 Thess. 2:9-14                                           Luke 20:9-18
Friday           1 Thess. 2:14-19                                         Luke 20:19-26
Saturday    2 Cor. 8:1-5                                                   Luke 12:32-40
Sunday         Eph. 2:4-10                                                 Luke 18:18-27

=========================================================
THE OCA 2014 DESK CALENDAR

The Orthodox Church in America’s 2014 Desk Calendar is now available for $15.00, which includes postage and handling.

The calendar includes ample space for daily notations and memos and a mini-directory of OCA ministries, boards, commissions, diocesan chanceries, and seminaries. Key liturgical commemorations and significant dates for the year are noted, as are the dates of Pascha through the year 2018.  Highlighted in this year’s edition are quotes from the saints of North America.

To order, send a $15.00 check payable to the “Orthodox Church in America” to PO Box 675, Syosset, NY 11791. Payment can also be made by credit card.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The 2014 Liturgical Wall Calendars are available for pick-up 

and are located on the table in the back of the church.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Orthodox Websites of interest:

The Orthodox Church in America      Diocese of New York and New Jersey

www.oca.org                                            www.nynjoca.org
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America

www.assemblyofbishops.org
Saints Alive! (Greek Orthodox Archdiocese) “Glory to God For All Things” Blogspot

 www.games.goarch.org                            www.fatherstephen.wordpress.com
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HOLY CONFESSION DURING THE NATIVITY FAST
To help with our preparations for Holy Confession, Fr. Jason has set up some special times for Confessions:       
           MONDAY-WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY             –          11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

           {Dec.  9-11-13}                                                         5:30 to 7:00 PM

          MONDAY- FRIDAY                                       –          11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

          {Dec.  16-20}                                                               5:30 to 7:00 PM

          SATURDAY                                                     –          8:00 AM to 9:30 AM

          {Dec.  21}                                                                    3:00 to 3:30 PM
Also Confessions are heard before and after every service or by appointment.

If anyone has any questions or concerns with regards to the fasting guidelines for the Nativity Fast and one’s preparations for Confession, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
A FEW GUIDELINES and NOTES ON THE NATIVITY FAST

November 15-December 25
As we are in the midst of the Nativity Fast, we enter into a lengthy season of prayer and fasting in which we abstain or fast from meat and dairy products until after the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord (December 25). With this in mind, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, to the best of our ability, we should make every effort to follow the Fasting guidelines prescribed by the church so that we can properly prepare ourselves for the Great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord.  

Also, we should plan to come to confession during the Nativity Fast. Confessions are heard before and after every service or by appointment.  Also, during the Nativity Fast, special times will be made available so that everyone will have the opportunity to come to confession.  We should also make every effort to come to the extra services that are offered during the week.

Also, when we are hosting Coffee Hour on Sundays, we will be observing the Fasting Guidelines prescribed by the Church and abstain/fast from ALL meat and dairy products both in foods and in beverages.

Please keep this in mind when planning to host a coffee hour.

If anyone has any questions or concerns with regards to the fasting guidelines, confession, and/or one’s preparations for Coffee Hour, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

May God continue to bless and guide all of you, your families, and our beloved parish family and may you have a blessed, peaceful, and prayerful Nativity Fast.
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THE BEGGAR & THE TRUE BREAD……………… 
A beggar came and sat before me. "I want bread," he said. "How wise you are," I assured him. "Bread is what you need. And you have come to the right bakery." So I pulled my cookbook down from my shelf and began to tell him all I knew about bread. I spoke of flour and wheat, of grain and barley. My knowledge impressed even me as I cited the measurements and recipe. When I looked up, I was surprised to see he wasn't smiling. "I just want bread," he said. "How wise you are." I applauded his choice. "Follow me, and I'll show you our bakery." Down the hallowed halls I guided him, pausing to point out the rooms where the dough is prepared and the ovens where the bread is baked. "No one has such facilities. We have bread for every need. But here is the best part," I proclaimed as I pushed open two swinging doors. "This is our room of inspiration." I knew he was moved as we stepped into the auditorium full of stained-glass windows. The beggar didn't speak. I understood his silence. With my arm around his shoulder, I whispered, "It overwhelms me as well." I then leaped to the podium and struck my favorite pose behind the lectern. "People come from miles to hear me speak. Once a week, my workers gather, and I read to them the recipe from the cookbook of life." By now the beggar had taken a seat on the front row. I knew what he wanted. "Would you like to hear me?" "No," he said, "but I would like some bread." "How wise you are," I replied. And I led him to the front door of the bakery. "What I have to say next is very important," I told him as we stood outside. "Up and down this street you will find many bakeries. But take heed; they don’t serve the true bread. I know of one who adds two spoons of salt rather than one. I know of another whose oven is three degrees too hot. They may call it bread," I warned, "but it's not according to the book." The beggar turned and began walking away. "Don't you want bread?" I asked him. He stopped, looked back at me, and shrugged, "I guess I lost my appetite." I shook my head and returned to my office. "What a shame," I said to myself. "The world just isn't hungry for true bread anymore." Similarly no one wants to receive heavenly bread. Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. Then they said to him, "Sir, give us this bread all the time." Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. The one who comes to me will never become hungry, and the one who believes in me will never become thirsty. John 6:32-35
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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IOCC Offers Emergency Relief to Victims of Typhoon in Philippines
Just four days after the most powerful tropical storm ever to make landfall blasted across the Philippines with wind speeds up to 195 miles per hour, the country is faced with the devastating loss of thousands of lives and millions of survivors across 41 provinces in a desperate search for food, water and shelter.  

International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) emergency response personnel are assessing the urgent humanitarian needs for victims of Super Typhoon Haiyan, which has left a trail of destruction affecting an estimated 9.8 million people in the Philippines. IOCC, an ACT Alliance member, is in communication with the Orthodox Christian Churches and ecumenical partners of the ACT Alliance member agencies on the ground to identify the most effective and appropriate responses to the catastrophe. 
HOW YOU CAN HELP  

You can help the victims of Super Typhoon Haiyan by making a financial gift to the Philippines Typhoon Disaster Fund, which will provide immediate relief as well as long-term support through the provision of emergency aid, recovery assistance and other support to help those in need. To make a gift, please visit www.iocc.org, call toll free at 1-877-803-IOCC (4622), or mail a check or money order payable to IOCC, P.O. Box 17398, Baltimore, Md. 21297-0429.

ABOUT INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES 

IOCC is the official humanitarian aid agency of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of North and Central America. Since its inception in 1992, IOCC has delivered $438 million in relief and development programs to families and communities in more than 50 countries. IOCC is a member of the ACT Alliance, a global coalition of more than 140 churches and agencies engaged in development, humanitarian assistance and advocacy, and a member of InterAction, the largest alliance of U.S.–based secular and faith-based organizations working to improve the lives of the world's most poor and vulnerable populations. To learn more about IOCC, visit www.iocc.org.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SOME NOTES ABOUT ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH

COFFEE HOUR NOTES
If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall near the kitchen in Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please do not hesitate to ask Tita, Mary, or Christine and they will be able to help you.  
Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!
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If anyone would like to schedule a panahyda (Memorial Service), Baptism, Christmation, Wedding, or would like to have use of the Church or if there is an emergency or someone is taken to the hospital or nursing home, please see or contact Fr. Jason at (716) 875-4222 (rectory/office), (609) 851-3811 (cell) or jvansuch@hotmail.com. 
For more information about upcoming services and events within the life of 

St. George Orthodox Church, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or you may wish to contact our Parish Priest, Rev. Jason Vansuch at (716) 875-4222!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information about renting our Beautiful Church Hall which is available for weddings, birthday parties, meetings, etc, please visit our hall website: http://www.saintgeorgehall.com  or you may contact us at (716) 873-9106. 

May GOD continue to bless and guide you and your family!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**SOME NOTES ABOUT CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION**

When we are preparing to receive Holy Communion at the Divine Liturgy, we must be mindful that we properly prepare ourselves through prayer and fasting to receive The Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord in Holy Communion. We must also make every effort to come to Great Vespers on Saturday Evenings. We should also make sure that we come to Confession on a regular basis.. Also, Confessions will be heard before and after every service or by appointment! If anyone has any questions with regards to fasting or preparations for Holy Communion, please see or contact Fr. Jason and he will guide you.  May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A NOTE ON ORTHODOX WORSHIP

The Orthodox Church invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Services. The Orthodox Church does not practice open communion but invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence, only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, and absolution/confession can come to receive Holy Communion.
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**ST. GEORGE EDUCATION CORNER**
As we continue with our spiritual journey, it is very important that we feed and nourish our souls with the food that God provides for us through the Divine Services of the Church, through The Holy Icons, through Holy Scripture, through the Lives of Saints, through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and through living and proclaiming Christ to all.
With this in mind, each week, we will have an article on the table in the back of church about a specific topic that has been asked about or brought up by our parishioners.  These articles will be under the section:

“ST. GEORGE EDUCATION CORNER”!
If you would like to learn about or have information about any aspect of The Orthodox Faith, please let Father know and he will research and provide the information for you and for everyone.  Also, you may put your thoughts or questions in the Box in the Church Hall marked: ‘QUESTIONS FOR FATHER JASON’!!
This is indeed a way that we can and will grow together in faith and in love as we all strive to grow spiritually by continually feeding our souls. The First Section: DOCTRINE IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH!
+++++++++++++++++++++

ADULT EDUCATION AND BIBLE STUDY CLASSES
Thursday December 5, 2013

Bible Study and Adult Education
(10:00 to 11:30 AM and 6:00 to 7:30 PM)

GENESIS
THE MEANING OF THE NATIVITY FAST and THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY and THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD

*On Dec. 5 we will be serving Great Vespers at 4:00 PM*

We look forward to seeing all of you at the Adult Education and Bible Study Classes as we come together as a parish family to grow in our faith and in our love striving to grow spiritually by continually feeding our souls. Bring your Bibles! Bring yourselves! Bring a Friend! Bring your questions! Bring your enthusiasm!
If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.
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