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**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**
In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,
 and on the Center Icon Table are donated by     
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Altar Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuevo 

In Loving Memory of Thy Servant of God: Priest Peter. May his memory be eternal.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH
+++++++++++++++++++++++
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Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. 
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8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. Ven. Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus, Ascetics of the Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople (4th-5th c.). Ven. Anthony the Roman, Abbot, of Novgorod (1147). Martyr Razhden of Persia (Georgian—457).
EPISTLE:                                 Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                      GOSPEL:                                                              
Romans 6:18-23                                                                             Matthew 8:5-13
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!         GLORY FOREVER!

___________________________________________________________________
W   E   L   C   O   M   E!

We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us at St. George Orthodox Catholic Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. 
               May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.
____________________________________________________________________
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THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY AUGUST 3, 2014 
The Hours – 9:40 AM           Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM   
Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy!
Church School Teacher’s Meeting during Coffee Hour!

MONDAY AUGUST 4, 2013
Parish Council Strategic Planning Meeting – 7:00 PM
TUESDAY AUGUST 5, 2013
EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Great Vespers with Litiya followed by Blessing of Fruit and Vegetables – 4:00 PM
WEDNESDAY AUGUST 6, 2013
THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Festal Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of Fruit and Vegetables – 10:00 AM

SATURDAY AUGUST 9, 2014

NO VESPERS AT ST. GEORGE CHURCH TODAY!  

However, Great Vespers will be served at Ss Peter and Paul Church today at 4:00 PM.
SUNDAY AUGUST 10, 2014 
The Hours – 9:40 AM     Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Coffee Hour Fellowship in the Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy

++++++++++
Coffee Hour Fellowship in The Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy every Sunday!
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MATUSHKI

Mat. Dorothy (Timko)                       Matushka Paraskeva (Vansuch)   
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Catholic Church 
Catherine          Bonnie (Dan)                   Karen                                Helen (Fadell)     
Serena               John (Tony)                      Zaeb (Fr. Peter)               June                              

Edwina              Catherine (Tony)             Remnant (Fr. Peter)       Frank      
Irene                  Reader Victor                  Holly (Tita’s relative)     Andrew                        

Lilian                  Carol (Frank’s friend)                                               Mary
Sarah                 Evelyn (Friend of Julie)                  Billy (William – Mat. Christine’s cousin)           Ivan/Marina          
Ramona   Jason (Relatives of Dn. Mark)           Helen (Ebling) in Rehab Center   
Steven (relative of Reader John and Susan)     Robert (Rdr. John’s Brother)       
 Jeremy Stewart (nephew of Bill George)        Jeanne (friend of Mat. Christine)
Diocesan Prayer List      

Archpriest Igor (Burdekoff)    Archpriest John (Udics)         

Archpriest Stephen (Mack)   Christine (Speck)
Expectant Mothers                                              

Xenia     Rebecca (Guerra)    Stephanie (Hoeplinger)  
Katherine and the child of God, Christopher Michael, born of her
Those Serving in The Armed Forces 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin
Those Celebrating their birthdays/anniversaries       
FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:
All of the pastors and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch   Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   
Newly-Departed Servants of God
 Hugh (Friend of Julie)                           Victor (Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)

Metropolitan VLADIMIR                    Archpriest Spero (Page - Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)   

*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.*
+++++++++++++++++++++++

***Always remember to check out our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com), the Diocesan Website (www.nynjoca.org), and The OCA Website (www.oca.org) periodically for updates on “What is Happening in the Life of our Church”! ***
*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar!* 
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HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY
Troparion  for Resurrection – Tone 7
By Thy Cross Thou didst destroy death. To the thief Thou didst open Paradise. For the Myrrhbearers Thou didst change weeping into joy. And Thou didst command Thy disciples, O Christ God, to proclaim that Thou art risen,//

granting the world great mercy.

Troparion  for Holy Martyrs — Tone 4
O God of our Fathers, always act with kindness towards us; take not Your mercy from us, but guide our lives in peace// through the prayers of Venerable Isaac, Dalmatus, and Faustus!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion  for Resurrection – Tone 7
The dominion of death can no longer hold mankind captive, for Christ descended, shattering and destroying its powers. Hell is bound, while the Prophets rejoice and cry:

“The Savior has come to those in faith;// enter, you faithful, into the Resurrection!”

Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Kontakion  for Holy Martyrs – Tone 2
Through asceticism you shone like lights in the world,

and by your faith you overthrew heresies. We praise you with hymns, Isaac, Dalmátus, and Faustus,//as servants of Christ, who are praying for us all.

Prokeimenon - Tone 7
The Lord shall give strength to His people.  The Lord shall bless His people with peace.  

     V. Offer to the Lord, O you sons of God!  Offer young rams to the Lord!
Alleluia Verses    

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises to Thy Name, O Most High. 

To declare Thy mercy in the morning, and Thy truth by night.

The Hymn to the Theotokos

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify You! 
Communion Hymn

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
{4}     
An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute financial support.  To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link: http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling parishes. How about you?  Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the church.  May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. 

+++++++++++++++++
“Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Grace Bishop MICHAEL

His Grace Bishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point," offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. 

These instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! We will also be playing these videos during Coffee Hour once a month beginning in the New Year. For those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are located on the table in the back of church. 

* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN       
CLERGY  
Archpriest Herman, Matushka Cynthia and George {Schick}   
Archpriest Ratsko and Popadia Vicki                

Archpriest Timmothy/Mat. Michelle (Holowatch)              
Archpriest Vincent and Mat. Patricia (Severeno)         

Archpriest Alexey and Matushka Anastasia (Karlgut)                   
Priest John and Matushka Joanna    Priest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne    Priest Peter and Mary 
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UPCOMING EVENTS WITHIN THE LIFE OF THE DIOCESE
August 21, 2014
Diocesan Youth Day
St. Mary Church

Jackson, NJ

September 3-4, 2014
Clergy Conference
Clifton NJ
 

November 11-12, 2014
DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY
Saints Peter & Paul Church
Endicott NY

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
FR. JASON and FAMILY TO BE AWAY ON VACATION

Fr. Jason, Mat. Katia, Anna, and Alexandra will be away on vacation from August 8-16.  With that in mind, if there is an emergency or if anyone needs the assistance of a priest, please contact Fr. Vladimir who is covering for Fr. Jason while he is away. Also, if anyone needs anything while Fr. Jason is away, please contact Julie. You may also contact Fr. Jason on his cell phone as well as call the rectory and leave a message and he will return your call as soon as he can. As a reminder, there will be Vespers served on Saturday August 9 as well as there will be Divine Liturgy served on Sunday August 10 as Fr. Peter Irfan will be substituting for Fr. Jason while he is away.  
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EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
1 CORINTHIANS 1:10-18
BRETHREN:

Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name.

Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
MATTHEW 14:14-22
Let us Attend!  

And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.” But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
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And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 

Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained. Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He sent the multitudes away.
========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =

Monday        1 Cor. 11:31-12:6                         Matt. 18:1-11
Tuesday        1 Cor. 12:12-26                Matt. 18:18-22; 19:1-2; 13-15
Wednesday   1 Cor. 13:4-14:5                          Matt. 20:1-16
Thursday      1 Cor. 14:6-19                             Matt. 20:17-28
Friday          1 Cor. 14:26-40                            Matt. 21:12-14, 17-20
Saturday    Romans 14:6-9                            Matt. 15:32-39
Sunday       1 Cor. 3:9-17                                Matt. 14:22-34
+++++++++++++++++++++

SS PETER AND PAUL ORTHODOX CHURCH
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
SEPTEMBER 27-28, 2014

If anyone would like to attend the Anniversary Banquet, please see Bill Stefanco for your ticket reservation.  The tickets are $25.00/adult and $12.00/children. The deadline for reservations is Sunday September 14.
+++++++++++++++++++++

WELCOME TO FR. STEPHEN EVANINA and FAMILY
It is with great joy that we welcome into our midst, Archpriest Stephen, Matushka Jessica, Jacob, and Julia Evanina from Holy Assumption Orthodox Church in Clifton, NJ. Fr. Stephen and his family are visiting Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia and their goddaughters – Ann and Alexandra - this weekend. We pray that God will continue to watch over them and protect them for many more blessed years of good health and happiness and fruitful ministry in the Vineyard of Our Lord. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory – (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN and FLOWER and ALTAR CANDLE SIGN-UP SHEETS

Do you want to remember a loved one who has fallen asleep in the Lord?  Do you want to honor someone on their birthday, anniversary or a great accomplishment in their life?  You can by bringing flowers to church and placing them on the Tetrapod or in front of the Icons of Christ/Theotokos on the Iconostasis.  This is not only a beautiful way to remember or honor our loved ones but also it is a way in which we beautify our church.
Also, If you would like to bring flowers, sponsor the weekly bulletin, donate the Altar Candles (5 of them and burn from Sunday to Sunday), please see the sign-up sheets on table in the back of church. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $15.00.  The donation for the Altar Candles is $15.00. Please see Reader John Kirwan to hand in your donation or send it in to the church. If you have any questions or concerns, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A NOTE ON HOSTING COFFEE HOURS DURING THE DORMITION FAST

As we began the Dormition Fast on Friday August 1, we begin a two-week season of prayer and fasting in which we abstain or fast from meat and dairy products until after the Divine Liturgy on The Feast of the Dormition (Friday August 15).

With this in mind, when we are hosting Coffee Hour on Sundays, we will be observing the Fasting Guidelines prescribed by the Church and abstain/fast from ALL meat and dairy products both in foods and in beverages.

 Please keep this in mind when planning to host a coffee hour.

If anyone has any questions or concerns with regards to the fasting guidelines and/or one’s preparations for Coffee Hour, please see or contact Fr. Jason. 

Have a blessed Dormition Fast!       May God Bless All of You!
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APPEAL FOR SS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH

‘Truly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one 
of the least of these My brethren, you did it unto Me.’

{Matthew 25:40)


Some of the families in the neighborhood of our sister parish Sts. Peter and Paul are in great need of toiletries and cleaning supplies along with warm clothes for the people in their area, such as hats, gloves, scarves, socks, sweaters which they are unable to purchase with their food stamps.  These items do not have to be new but in good condition. On behalf of his beloved neighbors, Father Vladimir has asked us to help out in any way that we can. 

         With that in mind, please find below a list of these items that our brothers and sisters need.  Also, we will be taking a collection once a month for Ss Peter and Paul Soup Kitchen.  This collection will take place on the first Sunday of every month.  However, we will be keeping a jar in the Church Office for those who wish to bring in any loose change.  This collection will help offset the cost of the supplies that are needed to run the Soup Kitchen. We are calling upon our beloved parishioners to help out in any way that you can. If everyone is able to contribute even one item, it would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you for your generosity and continued support of providing Christian Love to those in need. 

         May God continue to bless and guide you and your families.
LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED

Laundry detergent    Dish soap   Hand soap     Shampoo

Dish sponges           Bathroom sponges     

Lysol /Pine Sol       Toilet paper      

Tooth paste       Fixodent       Dog /Cat food

Please bring your donated items with you to church and place them in the container in the Parish Fellowship Hall marked: Ss Peter and Paul Church Donations!  We will be collecting items on a monthly basis and Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia will deliver the donated items along with the monetary donations for the Soup Kitchen to Fr. Vladimir. 
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Become a Steward of The OCA
In Exodus 36:4-7, we read: 

“Then all the wise men who were doing all the work of the holy place came, each according to the work he was doing, and they spoke to Moses, saying, “The people bring much more than enough for the work the Lord commanded us to do.” So Moses gave a commandment and proclaimed it through the camp, saying, “Let neither man nor woman do any more work for the offering of the holy place.” Thus the people were restrained from bringing more, for the material was sufficient for all the work to be done — indeed, too much.”
This account certainly should humble all of us. Imagine! Moses had to order the people to stop bringing gifts because they brought too much! How many of us have had that problem in our Church and our parishes?
The Stewards of the Orthodox Church in America has been established to provide a way for all faithful Orthodox Christians to give voluntarily—from the heart—to build up our Church, today’s Tabernacle of the Lord.

Here are some of the ministries of our Church that your gift will benefit.

· Archives                          Christian Education   Clergy Training 

· Continuing Education   Evangelism                 Institutional & Military Chaplains 

· Pastoral Life & Ministry     Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministry 

· Charities                               Christian Service & Humanitarian Aid 

· Communications                Diaconal Vocations 

· External Affairs                   Liturgical Music & Translations 

· Seminaries & Theological Education 
Every single one of these ministries, along with other work of the Church, is underfunded. The assessments that our parishes send in provide funds for the administration of our Church, and a small amount of operating capital for our ministries. Won’t you consider helping our Church grow with a monetary gift? For more information or to make a donation, please contact 

THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA  P.O. BOX 675 SYOSSET 11791
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
SOME NOTES ABOUT ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH

COFFEE HOUR NOTES
If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour, please see THE 2014 SIGN-UP SHEET located on the wall near the kitchen in Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please do not hesitate to ask Tita, Mary, or Christine and they will be able to help you.  
Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!
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If anyone would like to schedule a panahyda (Memorial Service), Baptism, Christmation, Wedding, or would like to have use of the Church or if there is an emergency or someone is taken to the hospital or nursing home, please see or contact Fr. Jason at (716) 875-4222 (rectory/office), (609) 851-3811 (cell) or jvansuch@hotmail.com. 
For more information about upcoming services and events within the life of St. George Orthodox Church, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or you may wish to contact our Parish Priest, Rev. Jason Vansuch at (716) 875-4222!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information about renting our Beautiful Church Hall which is available for weddings, birthday parties, meetings, etc, please visit our hall website: http://www.saintgeorgehall.com  or you may contact us at (716) 873-9106. 

May GOD continue to bless and guide you and your family!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**SOME NOTES ABOUT CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION**

When we are preparing to receive Holy Communion at the Divine Liturgy, we must be mindful that we properly prepare ourselves through prayer and fasting to receive The Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord in Holy Communion. We must also make every effort to come to Great Vespers on Saturday Evenings. We should also make sure that we come to Confession on a regular basis.. Also, Confessions will be heard before and after every service or by appointment! If anyone has any questions with regards to fasting or preparations for Holy Communion, please see or contact Fr. Jason and he will guide you.  May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A NOTE ON ORTHODOX WORSHIP

The Orthodox Church invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Services. The Orthodox Church does not practice open communion but invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence, only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, and absolution/confession can come to receive Holy Communion.
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**ST. GEORGE EDUCATION CORNER**
As we continue with our spiritual journey, it is very important that we feed and nourish our souls with the food that God provides for us through the Divine Services of the Church, through The Holy Icons, through Holy Scripture, through the Lives of Saints, through prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and through living and proclaiming Christ to all.

With this in mind, each month, we will have an article on the table in the back of church about a specific topic that has been asked about or brought up by our parishioners.  These articles will be under the section:

“ST. GEORGE EDUCATION CORNER”!

If you would like to learn about or have information about any aspect of The Orthodox Faith, please let Father know and he will research and provide the information for you and for everyone.  Also, you may put your thoughts or questions in the Box in the Church Hall marked: ‘QUESTIONS FOR FATHER JASON’!!

This is indeed a way that we can and will grow together in faith and in love as we all strive to grow spiritually by continually feeding our souls. The First Section: DOCTRINE IN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH!
+++++++++++++++++++++
ADULT EDUCATION AND BIBLE STUDY CLASSES
WE WILL RESUME OUR CLASSES IN SEPTEMBER!

May all of you have a blessed and enjoyable Summer!
We look forward to seeing all of you at the Adult Education and Bible Study Classes as we come together as a parish family to grow in our faith and in our love striving to grow spiritually by continually feeding our souls. Bring your Bibles! Bring yourselves! Bring a Friend! Bring your questions! Bring your enthusiasm!  The classes are held on the 2nd Sunday of each month in the Meeting Room of the Parish Fellowship Hall.
If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

+++++++++++++++++++++
ANNUAL BYZANTINE MARKETPLACE 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 21, 2014

12:00 TO 3:00 PM

Dinners to Dine-in or Take-out!

Baked Goods ~ Deli ~ Church Tours ~ Music

Adults - $12.00       Children (under 10) - $5.00
If anyone would like to make a donation for the Raffle or would like to help out in any way or if you have any questions, please see or contact Tita Abraham or Pat Fiden. Also, please refer to the flyers on the table in the back of back of the church.
May GOD continue to bless you and guide you!!
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