**ATTENTION: CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION**
When we are preparing to receive Holy Communion at the Divine Liturgy, we must be mindful that we properly prepare ourselves through prayer and fasting to receive The Precious Body and Blood of Our Lord in Holy Communion. We must also make sure that we come to either Confession or Absolution either following Great Vespers on Saturday Evenings or before the Divine Liturgy on Sunday Mornings.   
General Confession is served on the Last Sunday of every month at 9:30 AM.

If anyone has any questions with regards to fasting or preparations for Holy Communion, please see or contact Fr. Jason and he will guide you. 
May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Confessions are heard before and after every service or by appointment!  If anyone would like to schedule a Memorial Litia (panahyda), Baptism, Christmation, Wedding, or would like to have use of the Church or Parish Fellowship Hall or if there is an emergency or someone is taken to the hospital or nursing home, please see or contact Fr. Jason. If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin or provide flowers for the church please see or contact Fr. Jason at (716) 875-422, (609) 851-3811 or jvansuch@hotmail.com. 
Thank You! May God Bless You!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**

In front of the Icon of Our Lord, In front of the Icon of The Theotokos,

 and on the Center Icon Table are donated by ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Altar Candles are offered by Anthony DelNuevo 

In Loving Memory of Thy Servant of God: Vito. May his memory be eternal.

TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY:

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY INCOME FOR SUNDAY DECEMBER 17:  $
MAY GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AND GUIDE YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT AND PRAYERS!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
THE SERVICE OF GENERAL CONFESSION WILL BE SERVED ON 
SUNDAY JANUARY 28 (Christmas Eve) at 9:30 AM.
*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar!*
**Please refer to our parish website, diocesan website, and OCA website for updates on events as well as recent photos from events within the life of our parish!**
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28th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Sunday of the Forefathers. Holy Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths: Ananias, Azarias and Misael (600 B.C.). Ven. Daniel the Confessor, in schema Stephen, of Spain and Egypt (10th c.).

EPISTLE:                                        Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                       GOSPEL:                                                              
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40       (Sunday before the Nativity)                     Matthew 1:1-25

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!      GLORY FOREVER!

___________________________________________________________________

W   E   L   C   O   M   E!

We welcome all of you to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us at St. George Orthodox Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. In the Orthodox Church, we do not practice open Communion. However we do invite everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer and fasting may receive Holy Communion.  We do invite everyone to come up for a blessing.

               May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Monthly Parish Dinners at Kevin Guest House 

(every 2nd Wednesday of the Month)
KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY
Wednesday January 10, 2018
Meet at Church at 5:00 PM   ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 6:00 to 7:30 PM
If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 
coming and helping out with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.
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THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY DECEMBER 24, 2017 (STRICT FAST DAY)
THE EVE OF THE GREAT FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD and SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH

CHRISTMAS EVE

General Confession – 9:00 AM             

Divine Liturgy followed Great Vespers – 9:30 AM  
Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Fellowship Hall following Divine Liturgy!

Coffee Hour Host: 

The Festive Vigil Service – 5:00 PM   

  THE GREAT FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD 

and SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO THE FLESH 
Monday            December 25 
 9:15 A.M.            The Hours

                                                           9:30 A.M.  Festive Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

                                            Following Divine Liturgy, Parish Nativity Brunch in Parish Fellowship Hall

2nd Day of the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord (Synaxis of The Theotokos)

Tuesday            December 26 
  9:30 A.M.
Festive Divine Liturgy 

3rd Day of the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord (Feast of St. Stephen the Protomartyr)

Wednesday
December 27       9:30 A.M.           Typika Service in honor of the 
                                                                                       Nativity of Our Lord
Friday
               December 29      
 6:00 PM - Meet at Church 

 6:30 PM - Parish Outing to Our Lady of Fatima Shrine: The Festival of Lights
THE GREAT FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD GOD and SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST/ST. BASIL THE GREAT/NEW YEAR’S DAY
Saturday      December 30                4:00 P.M.      Great Vespers

Sunday         December 31 
   9:00 A.M.      Matins
                                                           10:00 A.M.     Divine Liturgy followed by

                                                                                  Coffee Hour in Parish Fellowship Hall

                                                             1:00 P.M.      Great Vespers with Litiya  
Monday       January 1, 2018 
   9:15 A.M.      The Hours

                                                             9:30 A.M.      Festive Divine Liturgy 
                                                                                   of St. Basil the Great followed by                     

                                                   Moleben for the New Year and Blessing of St. Basil Bread
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An Invitation to Support the Stewards of the OCA!
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) set the direction for expanding our apostolic work in North America at the 18th All-American Council. The foundation for this work is Jesus Christ, Whom we encounter in our spiritual lives, stewardship, evangelism and outreach, and relations with others as we engage the world. Being a steward of the OCA goes beyond the financial gifts which support the work of our church. Being a steward is about caring for and knowing the history of the mission of the Orthodox Church here in North America and finding your place in that history. Having received this great gift of our Orthodox Faith, we bear the responsibility to continue the legacy of Saint Herman and Saint Tikhon; Saint Innocent and Saint Alexis and all the other saints known and unknown who have worked to build up and expand Christ's Church here in North America. Please consider being a part of that mission today by giving to the Stewards of the OCA. For more information, please visit The OCA Website: https://oca.org/become-a-steward 
An Invitation to Support the Ministry of the DDB!
In order to fund necessary ministries and fulfill the work of the Church in the Diocese of New York and New Jersey, Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors generously contribute financial support.  To learn more about the DDB, please go to the following link: http://vimeo.com/71021182 and watch a 60 second video inviting you to join the ever-growing list of Distinguished Diocesan Benefactors of The Diocese of New York and New Jersey who joyfully support the on-going work of our diocese. Their support allows us to provide assistance to new mission parishes, scholarships to seminarians, support the departments of The Diocese, and much-needed encouragement to older struggling parishes. How about you?  Our parish is a member of the DDB. If anyone would like to join, please see Fr. Jason as well as take a pamphlet from the table in the back of the church.  May God continue to bless and guide you for your continued support. 

+++++++++++++++++

“Lessons in Our Faith” Video presented by His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL
His Eminence Archbishop Michael presents a series of talks on matters of faith, belief, and the teachings of the Church. These instructional videos are concise and "to the point," offering Orthodox Christians much-needed information, helpful advice for their spiritual journey, and assistance in answering questions that may come from non-Orthodox friends or acquaintances. The goal is that we might better know and better live our faith. These instructional videos can be found at the Diocesan Website: http://www.nynjoca.org! We will also be emailing these videos out to the parish once a month beginning in September. For those who do not have internet, please see the handouts from each lesson which are located on the table in the back of the church.  There are 14 videos! Be sure to check them out!    
+++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOKSTORE

As you are in the Parish Fellowship Hall for coffee hour, don't forget to check out our newly-formed Bookstore.  We have some new items that just arrived.  These items include: Icon Christmas ornaments, jewelry, Icons, prayer books, prayers ropes, and much more. If you need a Christmas Gift, come check out the Bookstore…you may find something you like!!   We are now also offering Gift Certificates for our Bookstore!! We thank David and Andrea Chmiel who are managing of our Bookstore for us.  If you have any questions or if you would like to order something that you do not see, please see or contact David or Andrea Chmiel and they will be able to assist you. You may also email them at:bookstore@stgeorgebuffalo.com.  May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you.
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HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY

Troparion  for Resurrection – Tone 4
When the women disciples of the Lord

learned from the angel the joyous message of thy Resurrection, they cast away the ancestral curse

and elatedly told the apostles: “Death is overthrown!
Christ God is risen,// granting the world great mercy!”
Troparion  for Holy Forefathers  — Tone 2
Great are the accomplishments of faith, for the three Holy Youths rejoice in the fountain of flames as though in the waters of rest; and the Prophet Daniel appeared

a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep.//

So by their prayers, O Christ God, save our souls!

Troparion  for Holy Forefeast  — Tone 4
Mary was of David’s seed, so she went with Joseph to register in Bethlehem. She bore in her womb the Fruit not sown by man. The time for the birth was at hand.

Since there was no room at the inn, the cave became a beautiful palace for the Queen.// Christ is born, raising up the image that fell of old.

         Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
Kontakion  for Holy Forefathers – Tone 1
Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare thyself, O Ephratha!

The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she carries in her womb. The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him, and with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him.
         Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

{3}      
Kontakion  for Holy Forefeast – Tone 3
Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth to the Eternal Word. Hear the glad tidings and rejoice, O universe!

Glorify with the angels and the shepherds

the Eternal God, Who is willing to appear as a little child!

PROKEMEINON   Tone 4
Blessed art Thou, O Lord God of our fathers, and praised and glorified is Thy name forever!
       v. For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us!
ALLELUIA VERSES
We have heard with our ears, O God, for our fathers have told us.

For Thou hast saved us from them that oppose us, and hast put to shame them that hate us.  
 THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify You! 

COMMUNION HYMN

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!    Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise befits the just. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!
{4}      
* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN       

CLERGY 

Archpriest Herman, Matushka Cynthia and George        Archpriest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanne                                                     

Archpriest Vincent and Mat. Patricia (Severeno)             Priest Peter and Mat. Mary (Irfan)                                                       
Archpriest Alexey (Karlgut)  and Matushka Anastasia    Archpriest Timmothy/Mat. Michelle 

Archpriest Ken and Matushka Natalie (Starevsky)           Dn. Sean and Mat. Heather McNulty

MATUSHKI                                                                    Archpriest James and Mat. Patricia (Mason)
Mat. Katia (Vansuch)  Mat. Paraskeva (Vansuch)  Mat. Joanna (Bohush)   

Popadia Vicki   Mat. Christine                  
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Catholic Church 

Catherine          Ivan/Marina, Inna  Bonnie       Karen     Aliscia (Nick Rostko)     Boris (Kuvshiniff)
Edwina              Irene                       Luba          Jim, Darren, Marsha (Relatives of Elaine M.)
Serena               Lillian                      Reader Victor        Nicholas/Genevieve (Wityk)       June

Sarah                 Svetlana           Albert/Helen/Edward (Fadell)         Carol (Frank’s friend)                                                                   

Victor (Tita Nephew)                       Catherine (Tony)                          Frank                       Oscar           
Evelyn (Friend of Julie)                   Billy (William – Mat. Christine’s cousin)                     Cory
Mary (Massey)                                 Holly                                                         Susan (Zumba)
Jeanne (Mat. Christine’s Friend)    Jeremy Stewart (nephew of Bill George) Susan (Deeb)     
Ramona, Angela, Jason, Mona, Ken Michelle (Relatives of Mat. Christine)                Susan (Kirwan) 
Linda (Mucyn)                                  Margaret, Thomas (Ewing)                     Bridget   Parker 
Melody                                             Lee (John Kirwan friend)                 Tom (brother of Tanya Cmunt) 

Louis (cousin of Barbara Kuvshinoff – throat cancer)                       Varvara (Mother of Mary Jo)
Xenia, Justin, Danielle, Elizabeth (Friends of Fr. Jason)         James (Sweeney)     Jaime (Zumba)
Kelly, Robert, Boris, Rehmat, Zaeb, Thilsinitsa, Patric, Boris,Tirza, Sabas  Sada (Fr. Peter)                            
Diocese of NY&NJ Prayer List                                         Justin (Cmunt)   Thomas, Justin (Slaiman)
Protopresbyter Leonid (Kishkovsky)      Archpriest Paul                Archpriest George (Hasenecz) 
Mitred Archpriest John (Neherbecki)   Archpriest Paul (Shafran)           
Archpriest Jonathan (Ivanoff)               Mat. Myra (Kovalak)        Mat. Shirley (Lickwar)                       

Mitred Archpriest Sergei and Mat. Gerry (Glagolev)

Expectant Mothers                             Those who celebrated birthdays/anniversaries

Stephanie (Heoplinger) and the child to be born of her Melissa (relative of Mike and Tanya Cmunt) and the child to be born of her

Those Serving in The Armed Forces                                                       Those Who are Tavelling                 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew, Justin, Sean, John, Chris
FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:

All of the clergy and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life, who now lie asleep in the Lord.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch       Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   

Ever-Memorable Priest John Bohush                      Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Aswad  

Ever-Memorable Archpriest Rastko                        Matushka Dorothy (Timko)                                                                                                 
Ever-Memorable Dn. Mark                                       Vito(Anthony DelNuovo)                                      Ever-Memorable Pdn. Gregory                                Akhtar and Barkat (Family of Fr. Peter)

Newly-Departed Servants of God                           

Rose (Grandmother of Seraphim Coverdill)      William (Uncle of Mira Shami)

Silvia (Haendiges)         Maria (cousin of Charles Joseph)
*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list for 

remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.
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The Nativity Eve Holy Supper
Following 40 days of Nativity Lent, the birth of Jesus Christ is commemorated with a final Lenten feast on December 25.
There are several symbolic features to the dinner table, including the placing of hay under the tablecloth in memory of the manger in which the Holy Child was placed by His Mother at His birth. Some grain is also place in the straw to represent the abundance of Christ’s Coming. The linen tablecloth represents the birth clothes Christ was wrapped.
The Supper usually consists of 12 courses, symbolic of the 12 Apostles. The twelve fasting foods usually served are: barley, honey, stewed prunes, pierogi, sauerkraut, potatoes, lima beans, garlic, Lenten bread, mushroom soup and salt. Reminders that life is both bitter and sweet and that the work of each day throughout the current year was required to truly celebrate Christ's Coming.
The meal begins with the singing of the Christmas troparion and the lighting of a candle placed in the center of the table. The candle symbolizes the star of Bethlehem. 
The Holy Supper usually takes place in the home with the father leading the family in the prayer ritual. It begins with the youngest child reading the Nativity account from the Gospel of St. Matthew 2:1-12. The father then starts with an opening prayer asking God to bless the bread, wine, and food. He then breaks the bread and passes it out to all present. This symbolizes Christ at the Last Supper. 
The supper begins with a spoonful of the traditional Kutya, a cooked wheat or barley kasha, sweetened with honey, poppy seeds and chopped nuts – symbolic of joy and happiness.
An extra place is always set at the table for Jesus, either in Spirit, or in the form of a traveller or stranger, for none are turned away on this day without a warm invitation to partake of this Holy Supper.
MAY ALL OF YOU HAVE A BLESSED, HOLY, AND JOYOUS 

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD and SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST!

CHRIST IS BORN!                  GLORIFY HIM!
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EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
HEWBREWS 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40  
BRETHREN:
By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he waited for the city, which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, "In Isaac your seed shall be called," concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king's command. 

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented- of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God having provided something better for us that they should not be made perfect apart from us.

GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
MATTHEW 1:1-25
Let us Attend!  
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. 
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And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 
Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins. 

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated, "God with us. Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS.
==========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =

Monday        Gal. 4:4-7                                              Matt. 2:1-12
Tuesday       Heb. 2:11-18                                         Matt. 2:13-23
Wednesday  Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60                      Matt. 21:33-42
Thursday     Heb. 10:35-11:7                                    Mark 11:27-33
Friday          Heb. 11:8, 11-16                                   Mark 12:1-12
Saturday      1 Tim. 6:11-16                                      Matt. 12:15-21
Sunday         Gal. 1:11-19                                          Matthew 2:13-23
=========================================================
ST. GEORGE BOOK CLUB
Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sunday January 7 from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss “Acquiring The Mind of Christ” by Archimandrite Sergius (Abbot of St. Tikhon Monastery, South Canaan, PA). So bring your tablet, smart phone, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

If you would like to order the book, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as she will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!
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Remember our Loved Ones during The Nativity Fast
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 
least of these  My brethren, you did it to Me.’
{Matt. 25:40}

As we are in the midst of the celebration of The Great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 

As we say our daily prayers, please remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this Fall Season, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2017)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                                     
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                            Mr. James Sweeney
189 Tremaine Ave.                             Buffalo Center
Kenmore, NY 14217                           1014 Delaware Ave (room 233)
716.876.6823                                       Buffalo, NY 14209
Mrs. Catherine Tony                         Mrs. Mary Massey                                           

274 Wadsworth Ave.                        3192 Amsdell Road                                         
Tonawanda, NY 14150                     Hamburg, NY 14075                                        

716.695.3068                                     716.649.4029                                                  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

BLESSING OF HOLY WATER FOR CHILDREN WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY JANUARY 7 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY!!

PARENTS and CHILDREN: PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR HOLY WATER BOTTLES WITH YOU ON SUNDAY JANUARY 7.  

IF ANYONE NEEDS A HOLY WATER BOTTLE, PLEASE SEE OR CONTACT FR. JASON!!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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JANUARY 2018

1 – Feast of Circumcision of Our Lord/St. Basil the Great/New Year’s Day

      Moleben following Divine Liturgy for the New Year and 
      Blessing of St. Basil Bread
   5/6 – THE GREAT FEAST OF THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD
     7  – Youth Sunday    

       Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Feasts of Our Lord)

       Blessing of Water for Church School Children
     8 –  Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM
   10 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
   14 – Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour
   21 – Parish Council Meeting (12:00 pm)

     Annual Blessing of Water at Hoyt Lake (1:30 PM)
   29 – Eve of the Feast of the Three Hierarchs

           Great Vespers with Litiya at 4:00 PM

   30 – The Feast of the Three Hierarchs

                 Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
+++++++++++++
“We can be so busy listing our troubles, 

that we forget how to count our blessings!”

+++++++++++++

“Our life is life to the extent that it is life in Christ. And how much is it life in Christ? This is revealed by its holiness. 
The holier the life is, the more immortal and eternal it is.”
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HOME BLESSING SCHEDULES FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

Within the next month, Fr. Jason will be working on the 2018 Home Blessing Schedule for our parish. Once completed with the schedule, Fr. Jason will place the schedule on the table in the Parish Fellowship Hall

As you look at the schedule, we kindly ask that you write your name and date/time that would be best for Fr. Jason to come and visit you and your family and bless your home.  If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason 

As we begin our journey through the Nativity Fast, May God continue to bless and guide all of you, your families, and our entire parish family. 

+++++++++++++ 
PARISH FAMILY NATIVITY BRUNCH
Immediately Following the Festal Divine Liturgy on Christmas Morning

As is our tradition here at St. George's, we have a Parish Family Nativity Brunch following the Divine Liturgy on Christmas Morning.


        With that in mind, if anyone would like to bring something for the Parish Family Nativity Brunch, which will be held on MONDAY DECEMBER 25 in the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy, please bring it with you to church either when you come for The Vigil Prayer Service on Christmas Eve December 24 at 5:00 PM or when you come to church on Christmas Morning (December 25) for The Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM.

               So far, we have the following items for our brunch:

               French Toast Casserole,      Sausage/Egg Casserole       
                                                        
         If anyone has any questions or concerns or would like to bring something for the Parish Family Nativity Brunch,  please see or contact Mat. Katia who is organizing the Brunch for us. May God continue to bless and guide all of you, your families, and our entire parish family during this Holy Nativity Season. 

+++++++++++++

THE NATIVITY FAST: Nov. 15-De. 24
The Nativity Fast began on Wednesday November 15 and ends on Sunday December 24. We complete the Fast with the Celebration of the Divine Liturgy on The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord (Dec. 25). During the course of the Nativity Fast, we should make every effort to come the services that are offered along with coming to confession.  More details will be in next week’s bulletin! May God continue to bless you and may you have a blessed Nativity Fast.
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FAST-FREE PERIOD DURING THE NATIVITY SEASON

During the Nativity Season (December 25 to January 4), 

there is a general dispensation from all fasting. Meat and animal products may be eaten on Wednesday and Friday. If anyone has any questions or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason. 
May God Bless All of you and your families.  

Have a Blessed Nativity Season and a Blessed and Healthy New Year.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future.

Please refer to the list of items located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the clear plastic bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Council of Orthodox Christian Churches of The Niagara Frontier
BLESSING OF WATERS AT HOYT LAKE

SUNDAY JANUARY 21, 2018

On Sunday, January 21, 2018 we will be gathering at Hoyt Lake in Delaware Park for The Annual Blessing of Waters.  We will be joining the clergy and faithful from our sister parishes as celebrate The Great Feast of Holy Theophany.  Please refer to the flyer in today’s bulletin!!

Time – 1:30 PM

Location: Hoyt Lake – Delaware Park
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ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++
WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the Altar Candles (5 for $15) or the Candles in front of the Miraculous Icon of The Mother of God (5 for $15), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.
++++++++++++++++
++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++
If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall near the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the recent meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason, Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH 

UPCOMING EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS
DECEMBER 2017{Nativity Fast: Nov. 15-Dec. 24}  

24/25 – THE GREAT FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD

29 – Church School Outing to Our Lady of Fatima Shrine for Festival of Lights

31 – Eve of Feast of Circumcision of Our Lord/St. Basil the Great/New Year’s Day
            Great Vespers with Litiya – 1:00 PM
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