THE ECCLISIASTICAL NEW YEAR
SEPTEMBER 1
The first day of the Church New Year is also called the beginning of the Indiction. The term Indiction comes from a Latin word meaning, “to impose.” It was originally applied to the imposition of taxes in Egypt. The first worldwide Indiction was in 312 when the Emperor Constantine (May 21) saw a miraculous vision of the Cross in the sky. Before the introduction of the Julian calendar, Rome began the New Year on September 1. 

According to Holy Tradition, Christ entered the synagogue on September 1 to announce His mission to mankind (Luke 4:16-22). Quoting Isaiah 61:1-2), the Savior proclaimed, “The spirit of the Lord is upon me; because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent me to proclaim release to captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord...” This scene is depicted in a Vatican manuscript (Vatican, Biblioteca. Cod. Gr. 1613, p.1).

Tradition says that the Hebrews entered the Promised Land in September. 

SAINT SIMEON THE STYLITE
SEPTEMBER 1
Saint Simeon the Stylite was born in the Cappadocian village of Sisan of Christian parents, Sisotian and Martha. At thirteen years of age he began to tend his father’s flock of sheep. He devoted himself attentively and with love to this, his first obedience.

Once, after he heard the Beatitudes in church, he was struck by their profundity. Not trusting to his own immature judgment, he turned therefore with his questions to an experienced Elder. The Elder readily explained to the boy the meaning of what he had heard. The seed fell on good soil, and it strengthened his resolve to serve God.

When Simeon was eighteen, he received monastic tonsure and devoted himself to feats of the strictest abstinence and unceasing prayer. His zeal, beyond the strength of the other monastic brethren, so alarmed the igumen that he told Simeon that to either moderate his ascetic deeds or leave the monastery.

Saint Simeon then withdrew from the monastery and lived in an empty well in the nearby mountains, where he was able to carry out his austere struggles unhindered. After some time, angels appeared in a dream to the igumen, who commanded him to bring back Simeon to the monastery.

The monk, however, did not long remain at the monastery. After a short while he settled into a stony cave, situated not far from the village of Galanissa, and he dwelt there for three years, all the while perfecting himself in monastic feats. Once, he decided to spent the entire forty days of Great Lent without food or drink. With the help of God, the monk endured this strict fast. From that time he abstained from food completely during the entire period of the Great Lent, even from bread and water. For twenty days he prayed while standing, and for twenty days while sitting, so as not to permit the corporeal powers to relax.

A whole crowd of people began to throng to the place of his efforts, wanting to receive healing from sickness and to hear a word of Christian edification. Shunning worldly glory and striving again to find his lost solitude, the monk chose a previously unknown mode of asceticism. He went up a pillar six to eight feet high, and settled upon it in a little cell, devoting himself to intense prayer and fasting. Reports of Saint Simeon reached the highest church hierarchy and the imperial court. Patriarch Domninos II (441-448) of Antioch visited the monk, celebrated Divine Liturgy on the pillar and communed the ascetic with the Holy Mysteries.

Elders living in the desert heard about Saint Simeon, who had chosen a new and strange form of ascetic striving. Wanting to test the new ascetic and determine whether his extreme ascetic feats were pleasing to God, they sent messengers to him, who in the name of these desert fathers were to bid Saint Simeon to come down from the pillar.

In the case of disobedience they were to forcibly drag him to the ground. But if he was willing to submit, they were to leave him on his pillar. Saint Simeon displayed complete obedience and deep Christian humility. The monks told him to stay where he was, asking God to be his helper. 

Saint Simeon endured many temptations, and he invariably gained the victory over them. He relied not on his own weak powers, but on the Lord Himself, Who always came to help him. The monk gradually increased the height of the pillar on which he stood. His final pillar was 80 feet in height. Around him a double wall was raised, which hindered the unruly crowd of people from coming too close and disturbing his prayerful concentration. Women, in general, were not permitted beyond the wall. The saint did not make an exception even for his own mother, who after long and unsuccessful searches finally succeeded in finding her lost son. He would not see her, saying, “If we are worthy, we shall see one another in the life to come.” Saint Martha submitted to this, remaining at the foot of the pillar in silence and prayer, where she finally died. Saint Simeon asked that her coffin be brought to him. He reverently bid farewell to his dead mother, and a joyful smile appeared on her face. Saint Simeon spent 80 years in arduous monastic feats, 47 years of which he stood upon the pillar. God granted him to accomplish in such unusual conditions an indeed apostolic service. Many pagans accepted Baptism, struck by the moral staunchness and bodily strength which the Lord bestowed upon His servant.

The first one to learn of the death of the saint was his close disciple Anthony. Concerned that his teacher had not appeared to the people for three days, he went up on the pillar and found the dead body stooped over at prayer. Patriarch Martyrius of Antioch performed the funeral before a huge throng of clergy and people. They buried him near his pillar. At the place of his ascetic deeds, Anthony established a monastery, upon which rested the special blessing of Saint Simeon.

We pray to Saint Simeon for the return to the Church of those who have forsaken Her, or have been separated from Her. 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
The Man Who Owed Ten Thousand Talents

Matthew 18: 23-35
From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

23. Therefore is the kingdom of the heavens likened unto a man who was a king, who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 
The gist of the parable teaches us to forgive our fellow servants who have sinned against us, especially if they fall down before us begging forgiveness. To interpret the parable in its particulars should be done only by one who has the mind of Christ. Nevertheless, we shall attempt it. The kingdom is the Word of God, but it is not a kingdom of small extent, but of the heavens. The Word is likened to a man who was a king, that is, He Who became incarnate for our sake and appeared in the likeness of men, and He settles accounts with His servants as a Good Judge. He does not punish without first judging: that would be cruel.

24-25. And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, who owed him ten thousand talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to made. 
It is we ourselves who owe ten thousand talents, receiving benefaction every day yet giving back nothing good to God in return. He who owes ten thousand talents is also that ruler who has received from God the protection and allegiance of many men, each man being like a talent, and then does not employ his sovereignty well. Selling the debtor along with his wife and children indicates alienation from God, for the one who is sold goes to another master. And is the wife not the flesh, being the mate of the soul, and the children, the evil deeds done by the soul and the body? He commands the flesh to be given to Satan for ravaging, that is, to be given over to illnesses or to the torment of the demons, but the children, that is to say, the doing of evil deeds, are given over to torture on the rack, as, for example, when God withers the hand that has stolen, or constricts it by means of a demon. See how the woman, which is the flesh, and the children, which is the doing of evil, have been given over to affliction so that the spirit might be saved, as in the case of that man who can no longer steal because his hand is crippled.

26-27. The servant therefore fell down prostrate before him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
Behold the power of repentance and the Lord’s love for mankind. For repentance caused the servant to fall down prostrate before the king and cease from wickedness, since he who stands firmly in wickedness cannot be forgiven. In His love for man God forgave the debt entirely although the servant was not asking for complete forgiveness of the debt, but for an extension of time in which to repay it. Learn, therefore, that God gives more than we ask . His love for man is such that even what seems to be severe, the command that the servant be sold, God did not speak out of severity, but to terrify the servant in order to induce him to fix all his hope on entreaty and supplication.

28-30. But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, who owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. And his fellowservant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt. 
He who had been forgiven went out, departed, and as a consequence, took his fellow servant by the throat: the one who lacks compassion is not he who remains in God, but rather he who departs from God and is a stranger to Him. So great was the servant’s inhumanity that, although he had been forgiven the greater amount (ten thousand talents), he could not at all forgive the smallest amount (a hundred pence), nor even grant a postponement. And this despite the fact that the fellow servant spoke the very same words to him, reminding him of the words by which he himself had been saved: Have patience with me and I will pay thee all.

31. So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very sorrowful, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 
The fellowservants are the angels, who are shown here to be haters of evil and lovers of good. They do not tell these things to the Lord as if He were unaware of them, but in order for you, O reader, to learn that the angels watch over us and are angered by manâ€™s inhumanity.

32-34. Then his lord, after he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: shouldest not thou also have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all his debt. 
The master in his love for mankind takes issue with the servant, to show that it is not the master, but the savagery and the ingratitude of the servant that has revoked the gift. To what tormentors does he deliver him? To the punitive powers for eternal punishment. For the meaning of till he should pay all his debt is this: "let him be punished till he should pay all that was due." But he will never be able to pay his debt, and therefore his punishment will never end.

35. So likewise shall My heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 
He did not say "your Father," but My Father. For such as these are unworthy to have God as their Father. He wants us to forgive from our hearts and not only from our lips. Understand, then, what a great evil is remembrance of wrongs, since it revokes the gift of Godâ€”though God does not repent of His gifts, nevertheless they are revoked.
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

2 Nottingham Terrace – Buffalo, NY
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CALENDAR OF SERVICES/EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2019

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday September 1, 2019

The Great Feast of the Liturgical Ecclesiastical New Year

Matins at 9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy followed by Moleben for The New Year at 10:00 AM

Blessing of Waters at Hoyt Lake – 1:30 PM

Saturday September 7, 2019

Eve of The Great Feast of the Nativity of The Most-Holy Theotokos 

Great Vespers with Litiya at 4:00 PM

Sunday September 8, 2019

The Great Feast of the Nativity of The Most-Holy Theotokos 

Matins at 9:00 AM   Festal Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

~ Opening of Church School/Church School Picnic ~

Moleben Prayer Service               Blessing of Children’s Backpacks

  Meet n Greet                                 Picnic on Church/Rectory Property
Tuesday September 10, 2019

Mats for Mission Monthly Outreach Ministry Project -  6:30 to 8:00 PM

Wednesday September 11, 2019

Prayer Service for America at 9:30 AM

Monthly Parish Dinner at Kevin Guest House -  5:30 to 7:30 PM

Friday September 13, 2019

Eve of the Great Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross of Our Lord

Great Vespers with Litiya and Procession of Cross at 6:00 PM

Saturday September 14, 2019

The Great Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross of Our Lord (Strict Fast)

Festal Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM

Great Vespers at 4:00 PM

Sunday September 15, 2019

Baptism of Dominic Mule at 9:00 AM 

~ Community Memorial Prayer Service for the 18th Anniversary of 9/11 ~ at 2:30 PM
Wednesday September 18, 2019

Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service at 6:30 PM

Sunday September 22, 2019

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration of Rdr. John and Susan Kirwan

The Hours – 9:40 AM    Divine Liturgy followed by 

Service of Thanksgiving for Marriage Anniversary – 10:00 AM

12:30 PM – Parish Council Meeting

Sunday September 29, 2019

~ Annual COCCNF Walk for Missions/Pan-Orthodox Picnic

General Confession – 9:30 AM   Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM

1:00 PM (Meet at Annunciation Church)

2:30 PM – Picnic at St. George Orthodox Church (Buffalo)

Saturday October 26, 2019

~ 2nd Annual St. George Parish Craft Fair/Bake Sale ~

Sunday October 27, 2019

~ Annual Community Parish Open House/Bring a Friend to Church Sunday ~

**Beginning in September we will have 

the following schedule of services and events on a regular basis:

Tuesday Morning – Daily Matins at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening – Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM                      
 Introduction to Orthodoxy Class ( 8 week course) – 6:30 to 8:00 PM
Thursday Morning – Akathist Service at 9:00 AM
Sundays following Coffee Hour – Bible Study Class (2x a month)

Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM

Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

          Hours at 9:40 AM – Sunday September 1 

          Matins at 9:00 AM – Sunday September 8

          Baptism of Dominic George Mule at 9:00 AM – Sunday September 15

          Matins at 9:40 AM –  Sunday September 22
                    General Confession at 9:30 AM –  Sunday September 29
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events and upcoming services and events 

in the life of our parish, please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com  

or visit our website: stgeorgebuffalo.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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PARISH OUTING TO FOREST LAWN CEMETERY

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2019

Pot-Luck Luncheon at The Church – 11:30 AM

Depart for Forest Lawn Cemetery – 1:00 PM

$30/person

Please see or contact Barbara Kuvshinoff for reservations or for more information
(716-553-5722)         Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com
PARISH THEME FOR 2018: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2019)

Mr. Frank Salvamoser                                    Reader Victor Shanchuk            Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue                              495 Lafayette Avenue                     189 Tremaine Ave.                                        
Kenmore, NY 14217                                                    Buffalo, NY 14222                       Kenmore, NY 14217                                      
716.875.9503                                                               716.881.3096                                     716.876.6823                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       

274 Wadsworth Ave.                                     3192 Amsdell Road                                    

Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  Hamburg, NY 14075                                  

716.695.3068                                     
Mr. Miro Gergoff                                          Mr. Albert Fadell                               

508 Massachusetts Avenue                            317.376.2562        

Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                
St. George On-going Monthly Collections/Outreach Ministry

As part of our continued parish outreach ministry program, we have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program, HomeSpace, and Buffalo City Mission, Mats for Mission.

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall.

For more information about Mats for Mission feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. Also for video demonstrations or more information google the Facebook page Mats for a Mission.
Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bins located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, we will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless, HomeSpace, and Buffalo City Mission.

Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

