THE HOLY MARTYRS FLORUS and LAURUS
AUGUST 18
The Martyrs Florus and Laurus were brothers by birth not only in flesh but in spirit. They lived in the second century at Byzantium, and afterwards they settled in Illyria [now Yugoslavia]. By occupation they were stone-masons (their teachers in this craft were the Christians Proclus and Maximus, from whom also the brothers learned about life pleasing to God). 

The prefect of Illyria, Likaion, sent the brothers to a nearby district for work on the construction of a pagan temple. The saints toiled at the structure, distributing to the poor the money they earned, while they kept strict fast and prayed without ceasing. 

Once, the son of the local pagan-priest Mamertin carelessly approached the structure, and a chip of stone hit him in the eye, severely injuring him. Saints Florus and Laurus assured the upset father, that his son would be healed. 

They brought the youth to consciousness and told him to have faith in Christ. After this, as the youth confessed Jesus Christ as the true God, the brothers prayed for him, and the eye was healed. In view of such a miracle, even the father of the youth believed in Christ. 

When the construction of the temple was completed, the brothers gathered the Christians together, and going through the temple, they smashed the idols. In the eastern part of the temple they set up the holy Cross. They spent all night in prayer, illumined with heavenly light. Having learned of this, the head of the district condemned to burning the former pagan priest Mamertin and his son and 300 Christians. 

The martyrs Florus and Laurus, having been sent back to the prefect Likaion, were thrown down an empty well and covered over with earth. After many years, the relics of the holy martyrs were uncovered incorrupt, and transferred to Constantinople. In the year 1200 the Novgorod pilgrim Anthony saw them. Stephen of Novgorod saw the heads of the martyrs in the Pantokrator monastery around the year 1350. 

THE FEAST OF THE DORMITION OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS
AUGUST 15
The feast of the Dormition or Falling-asleep of the Theotokos is celebrated on the fifteenth of August, preceded by a two-week fast. This feast, which is also sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death, resurrection and glorification of Christ’s mother. It proclaims that Mary has been “assumed” by God into the heavenly kingdom of Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily existence.

As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her entrance to the temple, there are no biblical or historical sources for this feast. The Tradition of the Church is that Mary died as all people die, not “voluntarily” as her Son, but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indivisibly bound up with the corruption of this world.

The Orthodox Church teaches that Mary is without personal sins. In the Gospel of the feast, however, in the liturgical services and in the Dormition icon, the Church proclaims as well that Mary truly needed to be saved by Christ as all human persons are saved from the trials, sufferings and death of this world; and that having truly died, she was raised up by her Son as the Mother of Life and participates already in the eternal life of paradise which is prepared and promised to all who “hear the word of God and keep it.” (Luke 11:27-28)

In giving birth, you preserved your virginity. In failing asleep you did not forsake the world, O Theotokos. You were translated to life, O Mother of Life, and by your prayers, you deliver our souls from death. (Troparion)

Neither the tomb, nor death, could hold the Theotokos, who is constant in prayer and our firm hope in her intercessions. For being the Mother of Life, she was translated to life, by the One who dwelt in her virginal womb. (Kontakion)

The services of the feast repeat the main theme, that the Mother of Life has “passed over into the heavenly joy, into the divine gladness and unending delight” of the Kingdom of her Son. (Vesper verse) The Old Testament readings, as well as the gospel readings for the Vigil and the Divine Liturgy, are exactly the same as those for the feast of the Virgin’s nativity and her entrance into the Temple. Thus, at the Vigil we again hear Mary say: “My soul magnifies the Lord and my Spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.” (Luke 1:47) At the Divine Liturgy we hear the letter to the Philippians where St. Paul speaks of the self-emptying of Christ who condescends to human servitude and ignoble death in order to be “highly exalted” by God his Father. (Philippians 2:5-11) And once again we hear in the Gospel that Mary’s blessedness belongs to all who “hear the word of God and keep it.” (Luke 11:27-28) Thus, the feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos is the celebration of the fact that all men are “highly exalted” in the blessedness of the victorious Christ, and that this high exaltation has already been accomplished in Mary the Theotokos. The feast of the Dormition is the sign, the guarantee, and the celebration that Mary’s fate is, the destiny of all those of “low estate” whose souls magnify the Lord, whose spirits rejoice in God the Saviour, whose lives are totally dedicated to hearing and keeping the Word of God which is given to men in Mary’s child, the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.

Finally it must be stressed that, in all of the feasts of the Virgin Mother of God in the Church, the Orthodox Christians celebrate facts of their own lives in Christ and the Holy Spirit. What happens to Mary happens to all who imitate her holy life of humility, obedience, and love. With her all people will be “blessed” to be “more honorable than the cherubim and beyond compare more glorious than the seraphim” if they follow her example. All will have Christ born in them by the Holy Spirit. All will become temples of the living God. All will share in the eternal life of His Kingdom who live the life that Mary lived. In this sense everything that is praised and glorified in Mary is a sign of what is offered to all persons in the life of the Church. It is for this reason that Mary, with the divine child Jesus within her, is call in the Orthodox Tradition the Image of the Church. For the assembly of the saved is those in whom Christ dwells.

It is the custom in some churches to bless flowers on the feast of the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos. 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Jesus Walking on the Water
Matthew 14:22-34

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

22. And straightway Jesus constrained His disciples to get into a boat, and to go before Him unto the other side, while He sent the multitudes away. 
By saying constrained, Matthew suggests how inseparable the disciples were from Jesus, for they wanted to be with Him at all times. He sends the multitudes away, not wishing to draw them after Him lest He appear to vaunt in His powers.

23-24. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up onto a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come, He was there alone. But the boat was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind was contrary. 
He went up on the mountain to show that we should pray in an undistracted manner; everything He did was for our sake as He Himself had no need of prayer. He prayed on into the evening, teaching us not to cease praying after a short time, and also to pray especially at night, for it is very quiet then. He permits the disciples to be caught in a storm, so that they might learn to endure trials bravely and know His power. The boat was out in the very middle of the sea so that their fear would be greater.

25-27. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Take courage; it is I; be not afraid.
 He did not appear immediately to them to calm the storm, but at the fourth watch, [that is, as the night was coming to its end], teaching us not to ask for a swift solution to our misfortunes but to endure them bravely. The night was divided into four parts by soldiers who stood guard in shifts, each "watch" lasting three hours. So then, sometime after the ninth hour of the night, the Lord appeared to them as God, walking on the water. But they thought it was a phantom, so extraordinary and strange was the sight. For they did not recognize Him by figure, because it was night and because of fear. He first strengthens their resolve by saying: "It is I Who can do all things; take courage."

28. And Peter answered Him and said, Lord, if it be Thou, bid me come unto Thee on the water. As Peter had the most fervent love for Christ, he desires immediately, before the others, to be near Him. For he believes not only that Jesus Himself walks on the water, but that He will grant this to him as well. Peter did not say, "Bid me to walk," but rather to come unto Thee. The former would have been ostentation; the latter is love for Christ.

29-30. And He said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the boat, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the mighty wind, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. 
The Lord laid the sea down beneath Peter's feet, revealing His power. See how Peter prevailed over that which was greater, the sea, but was afraid of the lesser peril, the wind; such is the weakness of human nature. And it was as soon as he became afraid that he began to sink. When his faith weakened, then he went down. The Lord did this so that Peter would not become puffed up, and to console the other disciples who perhaps envied him. Whereupon Christ also showed how much greater He was than Peter.

31-33. And immediately Jesus stretched forth His hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, of what didst thou doubt? And when they were come into the boat, the wind ceased. Then they that were in the boat came and worshipped Him, saying, Of a truth Thou art the Son of God. 
Showing that the cause of his sinking was not the wind but faintheartedness, Christ does not rebuke the wind, but the fainthearted Peter. This is why He raised him up and set him on the water, but allowed the wind to blow. Peter did not doubt in everything, but in part. Inasmuch as he was afraid, he showed lack of faith; but by crying out, Lord, save me, he was healed of his unbelief. This is why he hears the words, O thou of little faith, and not "O thou of no faith." Those in the boat were also delivered from fear, for the wind ceased. And then indeed, recognizing Jesus by these things, they confessed His divinity. For it is not an attribute of man to walk on the sea, but of God, as David says, In the sea are Thy byways, and Thy paths in many waters [Ps. 76:19]. The spiritual meaning of the miracle is this: the boat is the earth; the waves, man's life troubled by evil spirits; the night, ignorance. In the fourth watch, that is, at the end of the ages, Christ appeared. The first watch was the covenant with Abraham; the second, the law of Moses; the third, the prophets; and the fourth, the coming of Christ. For He saved those who were drowning when He came and was with us so that we might know and worship Him as God. See also how Peter's later denial, return, and repentance were prefigured by what happened to him here on the sea. Just as there he says boldly, "I will not deny Thee", so here he says, Bid me come unto Thee on the water. And just as then he was permitted to deny, so now he was permitted to sink. Here the Lord gives His hand to him and does not let Him drown, and there, by Peter's repentance, Christ drew him out of the abyss of denial. 

34-36. And when they had crossed over, they came to the land of Gennesaret. And when the men of that place had knowledge of Him, they sent out into all that country round about, and brought unto Him all that were diseased; and besought Him that they might only touch the hem of His garment: and as many as touched were made perfectly whole.
 Jesus stayed for some time in Gennesaret, and the people recognized Him not only by sight but by the signs which He worked, and they showed fervent faith. So much so that they even desired to touch the hem of His garment, and indeed, when they did so, they were healed. You also, O reader, touch the edge of Christ's garment, which is the end of His sojourning in the flesh. For if you believe that He ascended, you will be saved. The garment means His flesh, and its hem, the end of His life on earth.
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

2 Nottingham Terrace – Buffalo, NY

www.stgeorgebuffalo.com     jvansuch@hotmail.com / 716.875.4222
CALENDAR OF SERVICES/EVENTS FOR JULY 2019

AUGUST 2019{Dormition Fast – August 1-15)

16-26 – Fr. Jason, Mat. Katia and Family away on vacation

28 – Eve of the Feast of The Beheading of St. John the Baptist

           Great Vespers at 6:00 PM

29 – The Feast of The Beheading of St. John the Baptist (Strict Fast Day)                 

                 Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM

**Beginning in September we will have 

the following schedule of services and events on a regular basis:

Tuesday Morning – Daily Matins at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening – Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM
Thursday Morning – Akathist Service at 9:00 AM
                       Introduction to Orthodoxy Class ( 8 week course) – 6:30 to 8:00 PM

Sundays following Coffee Hour – Bible Study Class (2x a month)

Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM

Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

          Matins at 9:00 AM – Sunday September 1 

          Hours at 9:40 AM – Sunday September 8

          Baptism of Dominic George Mule at 9:00 AM – Sunday September 15

          Hours at 9:40 AM –  Sunday September 22
                    General Confession at 9:30 AM –  Sunday September 29
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PARISH OUTING TO FOREST LAWN CEMETERY

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7, 2019

Pot-Luck Luncheon at The Church – 11:30 AM

Depart for Forest Lawn Cemetery – 1:00 PM

$30/person

Please see or contact Barbara Kuvshinoff for reservations or for more information
(716-553-5722)         Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com
PARISH THEME FOR 2019: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

Please refer to the of  our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2019)

Mr. Frank Salvamoser                                    Reader Victor Shanchuk
147 West Hazeltine Avenue                              495 Lafayette Avenue

Kenmore, NY 14217                                                    Buffalo, NY 14222

716.875.9503                                                               716.881.3096
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                                        274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                                      Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                                 716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                                       Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                                    508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                                  Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

Mr. Albert Fadell                               
317.376.2562                                              
St. George On-going Monthly Collections/Outreach Ministry

As part of our continued parish outreach ministry program, we have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program, HomeSpace, and Buffalo City Mission, Mats for Mission.

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall. 

For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org or refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in The Parish Fellowship Hall.

For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. Also for video demonstrations or more information google the Facebook page Mats for a Mission.
Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bins located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, we will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless, HomeSpace, and Buffalo City Mission.

Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday September 1, 2019

The Great Feast of the Liturgical Ecclesiastical New Year

Matins at 9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy followed by Moleben for The New Year at 10:00 AM

Blessing of Waters at Hoyt Lake – 1:30 PM

Saturday September 7, 2019

Eve of The Great Feast of the Nativity of The Most-Holy Theotokos 

Great Vespers with Litiya and Procession of Cross at 4:00 PM

Sunday September 8, 2019

The Great Feast of the Nativity of The Most-Holy Theotokos 

The Hours at 9:40 AM   Festal Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

~ Opening of Church School/Church School Picnic ~

Moleben Prayer Service               Blessing of Children’s Backpacks

  Meet n Greet                                 Picnic on Church/Rectory Property

Wednesday September 11, 2019

Prayer Service for America at 9:30 AM

Monthly Parish Dinner at Kevin Guest House -  5:30 to 7:30 PM

Friday September 13, 2019

Eve of the Great Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross of Our Lord

Great Vespers with Litiya and Procession of Cross at 6:00 PM

Saturday September 14, 2019

The Great Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross of Our Lord (Strict Fast)

Festal Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM

Great Vespers at 4:00 PM
Sunday September 15, 2019

Baptism of Dominic Mule at 9:00 AM 

~ Community Memorial Prayer Service for the 18th Anniversary of 9/11 ~ at 2:30 PM
Wednesday September 18, 2019

Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service at 6:30 PM

Sunday September 22, 2019

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration of Rdr. John and Susan Kirwan

The Hours – 9:40 AM    Divine Liturgy followed by 

Service of Thanksgiving for Marriage Anniversary – 10:00 AM

12:30 PM – Parish Council Meeting

Sunday September 29, 2019

~ Annual COCCNF Walk for Missions/Pan-Orthodox Picnic

1:00 PM (Meet at Annunciation Church)

2:30 PM – Picnic at St. George Orthodox Church (Buffalo)

Saturday October 26, 2019

~ 2nd Annual St. George Parish Craft Fair/Bake Sale ~

Sunday October 27, 2019

~ Annual Community Parish Open House/Bring a Friend to Church Sunday ~
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information about the above services and events and upcoming services and events 

in the life of our parish, please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com  

or visit our website: stgeorgebuffalo.com

