Holy Great Martyr Procopius
JULY 8
The Holy Great Martyr Procopius, in the world Neanius, a native of Jerusalem, lived and suffered during the reign of the emperor Diocletian (284-305). His father, an eminent Roman by the name of Christopher, was a Christian, but the mother of the saint, Theodosia, remained a pagan. He was early deprived of his father, and the young child was raised by his mother. Having received an excellent secular education, he was introduced to Diocletian in the very first year of the emperor’s accession to the throne, and he quickly advanced in government service. Towards the year 303, when open persecution against Christians began, Neanius was sent as a proconsul to Alexandria with orders to mercilessly persecute the Church of God.

On the way to Egypt, near the Syrian city of Apamea, Neanius had a vision of the Lord Jesus, similar to the vision of Saul on the road to Damascus. A divine voice exclaimed, “Neanius, why do you persecute Me?”

Neanius asked, “Who are you, Lord?”

“I am the crucified Jesus, the Son of God.”

At that moment a radiant Cross appeared in the air. Neanius felt an inexpressible joy and spiritual happiness in his heart and he was transformed from being a persecutor into a zealous follower of Christ. From this point in time Neanius became favorably disposed towards Christians and fought victoriously against the barbarians.

The words of the Savior came true for the saint, “A man’s foes shall be those of his own household” (Mt. 10:36). His mother, a pagan herself, went to the emperor to complain that her son did not worship the ancestral gods. Neanius was summoned to the procurator Judaeus Justus, where he was solemnly handed the decree of Diocletian. Having read through the blasphemous directive, Neanius quietly tore it up before the eyes of everyone. This was a crime, which the Romans regarded as an “insult to authority.” Neanius was held under guard and in chains sent to Caesarea of Palestine, where the Apostle Paul once languished. After terrible torments, they threw the saint into a dark prison. That night, a light shone in the prison, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself baptized the suffering confessor, and gave him the name Procopius.

Repeatedly they led Saint Procopius to the courtroom, demanding that he renounce Christ, and they subjected him to more tortures. The stolidity of the martyr and his fiery faith brought down God’s abundant grace on those who witnessed the execution.

Inspired by the example of Procopius, many of the holy martyr’s former guards and Roman soldiers went beneath the executioner’s sword together with their tribunes Nikostrates and Antiochus. Twelve Christian women received martyr’s crowns, after they came to the gates of the Caesarea Praetorium.

Struck by the great faith and courage of the Christians, and seeing the firmness of her son in bearing terrible sufferings, Theodosia became repentant and stood in the line of confessors and was executed. Finally the new procurator, Flavian, convinced of the futility of the tortures, sentenced the holy Great Martyr Procopius to beheading by the sword. By night Christians took up his much-tortured body, and with tears and prayers, they committed it to the earth. This was the first martyrdom at Caesarea (303). 
The Sitka Icon of the Mother of God
JULY 8
Located at the Cathedral of Saint Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska is one of the most revered Icons in North America: the Sitka Mother of God.

This Icon has been attributed to a famous Iconographer, Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky (1758-1826), a protégé of the Empress Catherine II who was instructed at the Academy of Arts in Saint Petersburg, Russia. In addition to being a great portrait painter, Borovikovsky also painted many of the Icons for the Cathedral of the Kazan Icon in Saint Petersburg.

Painted in the style of the Kazan Mother of God Icon, on canvas, the Sitka Mother of God Icon is 36 x 17-1/2 inches in size. An exceptionally beautiful and detailed riza of silver covers the Icon of the Theotokos and Christ child, and the Image of God the Father blessing from above.

The Cathedral received the Icon as a gift from the laborers of the Russian American Company in 1850, two years after the Cathedral was completed. Even with their meager wages, these men generously made their contribution to the Church.

Miracles have been attributed to the Sitka Mother of God Icon over the years. It is believed that the gaze of the eyes of the Theotokos have led to the restored health of those who prayed before the Icon.

Because of the peaceful gaze of the Theotokos, the Icon has been described as a “pearl of Russian ecclesiastical art of ineffable gentleness, purity and harmony....” And “...the most beautiful face of the Mother of God with the Divine Child in her arms is so delicately and artistically done that the more one looks at it the more difficult it is to tear one’s gaze away.”

Originally part of the main Iconostasis at the Cathedral of Saint Michael the Archangel in Sitka, Alaska, the Icon is now permanently located on the far left side of the Iconostasis in a special place of honor. 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Thy Sins Be Forgiven Thee

Matthew 9:1-8

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria
1-2. And He entered into a boat, and passed over, and came into His own city. And, behold, they brought to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed. 

His own city means Capernaum, for it was there that He was living. He was born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, and lived for an extended length of time in Capernaum. This paralytic is not the same as the one mentioned in John [5:2-9], for that one was beside the Sheep’s Pool in Jerusalem, while this one was in Capernaum. And that one had no one to help him, while this one was carried by four men, as Mark says [Mk. 2:3-12], who lowered him through the roof, a fact which fact Matthew omits.

And Jesus seeing their faith. 
Either the faith of the men who brought the paralytic, for Jesus often worked a miracle on account of the faith of those who brought the one sick; or, of the paralytic himself. 
Said to the paralytic, Take courage, child; thy sins be forgiven thee.
 Jesus calls him child, either as one of God’s creatures, or because he believed. To show that the man’s paralysis is a result of his sins, Jesus first forgives him his sins.

3-5. And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? For which is easier to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk?
 By knowing their thoughts, Jesus shows that He is God. He rebukes them by saying, "You think that I am blaspheming by promising to forgive sins, which is a great thing, and that I resort to this because it is something which can not be verified. But by healing the body, I shall guarantee that the soul has been healed as well. By doing the lesser deed, though it appears to be more difficult, I shall also confirm the remission of sins, which is indeed something great even though it appears easier to you since it is not visible to the eye."

6-8. But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins.” then saith He to the paralytic ”Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. And he arose, and departed to his house. But when the multitudes saw it, they marveled, and glorified God Who had given such power unto men. Jesus commanded him to carry his bed so that the event would not appear to have been imaginary, and also, so that the multitudes would see the miracle. For they thought that Jesus “Who is greater than all” was only a man.

Volume III - Church History – 5th Century

Volume 3, written by Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko and revised and expanded by Dr. David C. Ford, contains an in-depth look at church history through the centuries. Volume III is available for purchase from SVS Press.

Introduction



Volume 3 of The Orthodox Faith, entitled Church History, is a succinct overview of Christian history century by century. It presents the most important historical events, leading personalities, and significant doctrinal, liturgical, spiritual, and ecclesiastical developments in the Eastern Orthodox Church, giving the traditional Orthodox perspectives on the historical data. It also includes major events, personalities, and developments in the Christian West, both Roman Catholic and Reformed. The century by century format allows the reader to see what was happening at the same time in different places. The recent centuries that deal with Orthodoxy in North America, and especially with the pre-history and history of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), are treated at greater length because of their nearness to us in time and place, their complexity and importance, and the variety of interpretations that exist today about what occurred. As an OCA publication, this volume provides the OCA’s understanding and interpretation of the historical events.

The Monophysites
The Definition of the Council of Chalcedon was not accepted by the extreme disciples of Saint Cyril of Alexandria, nor by those who later came to be associated with them. These Christians were called by the Chalcedonians Monophysites, because of their insistence on Saint Cyril’s phrase “one nature of the Word of God Incarnate” (“one nature” in Greek is “mia physis”). Hence they rejected the Chalcedonian Definition, which speaks of Christ being “in two natures.”

The supporters of Chalcedon claimed and still claim that the Chalcedonian Definition is fully in accord with the thought of Saint Cyril, who did not insist on the Monophysites’ hallmark phrase “one nature of the Word of God Incarnate” in his letters to Nestorius, or at the Council of Ephesus, or in the Formulary of Peace. And from other things he wrote, it is clear that when he used this problematic phrase, his actual meaning was “one hypostasis of the Word of God Incarnate,” which is just what Chalcedon proclaimed and defended.
Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++
Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection


Hearts for the Homeless is a local organization that runs a mobile soup kitchen serving the homeless population in Buffalo 6 days a week. In the spirit of outreach and almsgiving, the Sisterhood of St. George will be co-ordinating a monthly food drive to support Hearts for the Homeless. Each month we will request a specific non-perishable food item or items that will be taken to the Hearts location at the end of the month. Items will be placed in a designated bin in the community center. How can you participate? It’s easy! When you do you grocery shopping just pick up the monthly Hearts item and bring it to church and place it in the bin. We’ll make sure it gets to the soup kitchen for Hearts to use.

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.
July Collection: Bottled Water or Juice Boxes

++++++++++++++++++++++++

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org 

THE BLESSING OF VEHICLES: 

                                          Feast of the Prophet Elias (Elijah)
After his ministry on earth, the Prophet Elias (Elijah) was taken up to heaven in a fiery chariot. He is therefore known as the patron saint of vehicles, reminding us that we must struggle to manifest holiness in our lives, especially when we travel. 

To honor and celebrate this great Feast and Holy Prophet, on SUNDAY JULY 15 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY, we will serve the customary service for the blessing of vehicles. The actual Feast of the Holy Prophet Elijah is celebrated on July 20.

Just as we have our homes blessed each year, everyone is encouraged to bring their vehicles (cars, vans, trucks, motorcycles, etc along with children’s bikes, strollers, wagons, etc.) for this special service and have them blessed with Holy Water.

May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you with many more blessed years of good health and happiness.

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECT: MATS FOR MISSION

Tuesday July 10, 2018
6:30 PM

Family Night:

Pizza and Presentation on how to make Mats for Mission
Plenty of Food for Everyone!   Fun for all ages!  Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will provide a simple demonstration on how to cut the bags into loops and join the loops into “plarn” along with a presentation on how the mats are used and distributed.
CHURCH SCHOOL OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECT: ‘FILL A BACKPACK’

The Church School will be having a collection over the next month (July 1 through July 29) for The Salvation Army of the items listed on the attached flyer that they are in most need of. Let us come together as a parish family and assist the church school children by donating these items to make our goal of 25 backpacks so that the children we help and assist will be ready and prepared when they begin the new school year.  When we come to church, please refer to the Apple Tree located on the bulletin board in the Parish Fellowship Hall which contains apples that have the items listed on them. We encourage everyone to take an apple (or two) and use it as a reminder of the item(s) that we are going to purchase/donate for the School Backpacks.

              Please bring these items to church and place them in the Salvation Army Collection Bins near the Church School Classroom no later than Sunday July 29 as we have designated Sunday July 29 as "Fill the Backpack Sunday" by having the children fill 25 backpacks which has been set as our goal for this year.  On Monday August 6, the Feast of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, following Liturgy, we will be holding a Parish Family Day where the church school children will assemble the backpacks and fill them. We will also provide lunch along with fun activities, education, and fellowship! That week, Fr. Jason along with the church school children and families will either take the backpacks down to The Salvation Army or make arrangements to have them picked up.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

                  As this is our second year, we look to this great idea and wonderful opportunity a chance for us to get more involved within the community by giving back and helping these children as they prepare for the upcoming school year. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason, 

Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. We are reading: ‘Everywhere Present” by Fr. Stephen Freeman
*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting Sunday July 15, 2018 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 

Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this New Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crofut                  Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          3280 West Blood Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        East Aurora, NY 14052                          Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                                    716.655.0405   

 HYPERLINK "mailto:ncrofut@aol.com" ncrofut@aol.com 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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The Bible Bowl is a quiz competition for teams of young people and adults. This year, all questions will come from the Gospel of Saint Mark as found in the Orthodox Study Bible. Teams are already forming in Yonkers NY, Syracuse NY, Princeton NJ, East Meadow NY, Clifton NJ, Endicott NY, Manville NJ, Saddlebrook NJ, and Ballston Spa NY. The competition will be held in Yonkers NY on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018. If anyone is interested is attending and forming a team from our parish, please see or contact Fr. Jason.
