THE NATIVITY OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET FORERUNNER AND BAPTIST JOHN

JUNE 24
The Nativity of the Holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John: The Gospel (Luke. 1: 5) relates that the righteous parents of Saint John the Baptist, the Priest Zachariah and Elizabeth (September 5), lived in the ancient city of Hebron. They reached old age without having children, since Elizabeth was barren. Once, Saint Zachariah was serving in the Temple at Jerusalem and saw the Archangel Gabriel, standing on the right side of the altar of incense. He predicted that Saint Zachariah would father a son, who would announce the Savior, the Messiah, awaited by the Old Testament Church. Zachariah was troubled, and fear fell upon him. He had doubts that in old age it was possible to have a son, and he asked for a sign. It was given to him, and it was also a chastisement for his unbelief. Zachariah was struck speechless until the time of the fulfillment of the archangel’s words.

Saint Elizabeth came to be with child, and fearing derision at being pregnant so late in life, she kept it secret for five months. Then her relative, the Virgin Mary, came to share with her Her own joy. Elizabeth, “filled with the Holy Spirit,” was the first to greet the Virgin Mary as the Mother of God. Saint John leaped in his mother’s womb at the visit of the Most Holy Virgin Mary and the Son of God incarnate within Her.

Soon Saint Elizabeth gave birth to a son, and all the relatives and acquaintances rejoiced together with her. On the eighth day, in accordance with the Law of Moses, he was circumcised and was called John. Everyone was amazed, since no one in the family had this name. When they asked Saint Zachariah about this, he motioned for a tablet and wrote on it: “His name is John.” Immediately his tongue was loosed, and Saint Zachariah glorified God. He also prophesied about the Coming into the world of the Messiah, and of his own son John, the Forerunner of the Lord (Luke. 1: 68-79).

After the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ and the worship of the shepherds and the Magi, wicked king Herod gave orders to kill all male infants. Hearing about this, Saint Elizabeth fled into the wilderness and hid in a cave. Saint Zachariah was at Jerusalem and was doing his priestly service in the Temple. Herod sent soldiers to him to find out the abode of the infant John and his mother. Zachariah answered that their whereabouts were unknown to him, and he was killed right there in the Temple. Righteous Elizabeth continued to live in the wilderness with her son and she died there. The child John, protected by an angel, dwelt in the wilderness until the time when he came preaching repentance, and was accounted worthy to baptize the Lord. 

THE FEAST OF SS PETER AND PAUL

JUNE 29

Ss. Peter and Paul are commemorated by the Orthodox Church on June 29th. The feast occurs on this day, not because it is when the Apostles were martyred, but instead because it was on this day in 258 AD that Pope Sixtus II moved their relics to the catacomb of St. Sebastian in Rome. The Church has celebrated the Feast on June 29th since the fourth century.

The Feast of Ss. Peter and Paul is directly linked to our celebration of Pentecost, because the evangelistic work of the Apostles in spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ was empowered by the descent of the Holy Spirit. St. Irenaeus of Lyon, a second century Christian, wrote about the spiritual power of the Apostles’ work: The Lord of all gave to His apostles the power of the gospel, and by them we also have learned the truth, that is, the teaching of the Son of God — as the Lord said to them, `He who hears you hears Me, and he who despises you despises Me, and Him Who sent Me' (Luke 10:16). For we learned the plan of our salvation from no other than from those through whom the gospel came to us. The first preached it abroad, and then later by the will of God handed it down to us in Scriptures, to be the foundation and pillar of our faith…They went out to the ends of the earth, preaching the good things that come to us from God, and proclaiming peace from heaven to all men, all and each of them equally being in possession of the gospel of God.

 

Within an icon of Ss. Peter and Paul, one can see the details that tell us a great deal about why Orthodox Christians venerate Ss. Peter and Paul.

 

First, Ss. Peter and Paul are displayed together (in many other icons, their heads are inclined toward each other, or they are even shown giving each other the kiss of peace). They are together to demonstrate the unity of the faith, as well as the unity of the two groups of the early Church: Jews (to whom St. Peter had a special ministry) and Gentiles (to whom St. Paul had a special ministry).

 

Second, Ss. Peter and Paul are holding a church, showing that they cooperated in spreading the Gospel and building the Church. It is this cooperation that provides the apostolic foundation of the Church (Ephesians 2:20).

 

Third, if you look closely at their faces and clothes, you will see that they appear to glow. This light is not simply a reflection of the sun: it comes from within the saints, demonstrating their holiness (you will see this in all icons of Christ and the saints).

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The Healing of the Centurion's Servant

Matthew 8:5-13
From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

5-6. And when Jesus entered into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion, beseeching him, and saying. This man, too, did not approach Jesus while He was on the mountain, so as not to interrupt the teaching. This is the same man mentioned by Luke [Lk. 7:1-10]. Although Luke says that the centurion sent to Jesus others who were elders, this does not contradict Matthew who says that the centurion himself came to Jesus. It is altogether likely that first he sent others, and then, when death was imminent, he himself came and said:

6-7. Lord, my servant lieth at home a paralytic, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion did not bring his servant lying on his bed to Jesus, as he believed that Jesus could heal him even from a distance. Therefore:

8-10. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. The centurion says, "If I who am the servant of the emperor command the soldiers who are under me, how much more so art Thou able to command death and the illnesses, so that they depart from one and beset another?" For illnesses of the body are God’s soldiers and officers of punishment. Christ marvels, therefore, saying, "I have not found such great faith among the Israelites as I have in this Gentile." 

11-12. And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit at table with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Jesus did not say outright, "Many Gentiles shall sit at table with Abraham...." But He said it in a roundabout manner, so as not to scandalize the Jews, Many shall come from the east and west. He mentioned Abraham to show that He does not stand in opposition to the Old Testament. By saying outer darkness, He shows that there is also an inner darkness which is less severe. For in hell there are varying degrees of punishment. He calls the Jews the sons of the kingdom, for the promises of the Old Testament were made to them. He is saying, Israel is my firstborn son [Ex. 4:22].

13. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. And when the centurion returned to his house, at the same hour, he found his servant well. Healing the servant by His word alone, Jesus showed that He also spoke the truth when He said that the Jews would be cast out from the kingdom.

Volume III - Church History – 5th Century

Volume 3, written by Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko and revised and expanded by Dr. David C. Ford, contains an in-depth look at church history through the centuries. Volume III is available for purchase from SVS Press.

Introduction



Volume 3 of The Orthodox Faith, entitled Church History, is a succinct overview of Christian history century by century. It presents the most important historical events, leading personalities, and significant doctrinal, liturgical, spiritual, and ecclesiastical developments in the Eastern Orthodox Church, giving the traditional Orthodox perspectives on the historical data. It also includes major events, personalities, and developments in the Christian West, both Roman Catholic and Reformed. The century by century format allows the reader to see what was happening at the same time in different places. The recent centuries that deal with Orthodoxy in North America, and especially with the pre-history and history of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), are treated at greater length because of their nearness to us in time and place, their complexity and importance, and the variety of interpretations that exist today about what occurred. As an OCA publication, this volume provides the OCA’s understanding and interpretation of the historical events.

Inner Struggles
In the first decades of the fifth century, when Alexandria and Constantinople were continuing their feud over their respective positions in the Church and in the Empire, Nestorius, the bishop of Constantinople (r. 428–431), made known his refusal to honor Mary, Christ’s mother, with the traditional title of Theotokos. He claimed that the one born from Mary is not the Logos Himself, but merely the “man” in whom the eternal Logos of God came to dwell. Thus, Mary could not properly be called “Theotokos,” which means “the one who gave birth to God,” but only either “Christotokos,” meaning “the one who gave birth to Christ,” or “anthropotokos,” meaning ‘the one who gave birth to a man’—i.e., the man Jesus, to whom the Logos was joined.
Saint Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria (r. 412–444), with the active support of Pope Celestine of Rome, forcefully rejected the teaching of Nestorius, claiming that it is indeed proper to call Mary Theotokos since the one born from her “according to the flesh” is none other than the divine Logos of God. The only-begotten Son of God was “begotten of the Father before all ages”; and He it was “Who for us men and for our salvation came down from Heaven, and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man” (The Nicene Creed). Thus, the Son of God and the Son of Mary is one and the same Son.
Third Ecumenical Council
Nestorius and his followers refused to yield to Saint Cyril’s appeals for repentance. Thus, in 431, in the city of Ephesus, a Church council was summoned by Emperor Theodosius II (r. 408–450) to resolve the issue. On the first day, Nestorius, supported by only ten bishops, still refused to change his mind, so he was condemned by Saint Cyril and his group of 57 bishops, and by Bishop Memnon of Ephesus and his group of 52 bishops. This decision, however, was not accepted by Bishop John of Antioch and his group of 30 bishops, who arrived at the council four days after it started—having been delayed in their travels. They maintained their support for Nestorius, who had previously been an outstanding preacher in Antioch.
The controversy was not resolved until two years later, when Bishop John and Saint Cyril signed the Formulary of Peace of 433, in which the condemnation of Nestorius was reaffirmed, but with language that more clearly honored the typically Antiochian emphasis on the full reality of Christ’s humanity. The Council of 431 (along with the Formulary of Peace of 433) subsequently became known as the Third Ecumenical Council.
Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection


Hearts for the Homeless is a local organization that runs a mobile soup kitchen serving the homeless population in Buffalo 6 days a week. In the spirit of outreach and almsgiving, the Sisterhood of St. George will be co-ordinating a monthly food drive to support Hearts for the Homeless. Each month we will request a specific non-perishable food item or items that will be taken to the Hearts location at the end of the month. Items will be placed in a designated bin in the community center. How can you participate? It’s easy! When you do you grocery shopping just pick up the monthly Hearts item and bring it to church and place it in the bin. We’ll make sure it gets to the soup kitchen for Hearts to use.

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.
June Collection: Sandwich Cookies and Sandwich Plastic Bags
HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.
++++++++++++++++++++++++

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++
If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason, 

Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. We are reading: ‘Everywhere Present” by Fr. Stephen Freeman

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com)*

 for dates of when the Book Club meets: Next Meeting Sunday June 24, 2018 T 5:00 pm
++++++++++++++++++++++++

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 
If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!
++++++++++++++++++++++++
DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 
Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this New Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  
For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.
If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)
Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crofut                  Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          3280 West Blood Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue
Hamburg, NY 14075                        East Aurora, NY 14052                          Buffalo, NY 14213
716.649.4029                                    716.655.0405   

 HYPERLINK "mailto:ncrofut@aol.com" ncrofut@aol.com 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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The Bible Bowl is a quiz competition for teams of young people and adults. This year, all questions will come from the Gospel of Saint Mark as found in the Orthodox Study Bible. Teams are already forming in Yonkers NY, Syracuse NY, Princeton NJ, East Meadow NY, Clifton NJ, Endicott NY, Manville NJ, Saddlebrook NJ, and Ballston Spa NY. The competition will be held in Yonkers NY on SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2018. If anyone is interested is attending and forming a team from our parish, please see or contact Fr. Jason.
 
LET ALL THAT YOU DO BE DONE IN LOVE. 1 Cor.16:14
 
YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND. Matt. 22:37
 
YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF. Matt. 22:39
 
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO PERSECUTE YOU. Matt. 5:44

 LOVE IS PATIENT, LOVE IS KIND, LOVE DOES NOT ENVY, LOVE DOES NOT BOAST, LOVE IS NOT PROUD, LOVE IS NOT SELFISH, LOVE IS NOT PROVOKED. 1Cor. 13:4

 LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS, LOVE ALWAYS HAS FAITH, LOVE ALWAYS HAS HOPE, LOVE ENDURES ALL THINGS. LOVE NEVER FAILS!   1Cor. 13:7,8
