THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS

The Sunday following Pentecost is dedicated to All Saints, both those who are known to us, and those who are known only to God. There have been saints at all times, and they have come from every corner of the earth. They were Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, Monastics, and Righteous, yet all were perfected by the same Holy Spirit. 

The Descent of the Holy Spirit makes it possible for us to rise above our fallen state and to attain sainthood, thereby fulfilling God's directive to "be holy, for I am holy" (Lev. 11:44, 1 Peter 1:16, etc.). Therefore, it is fitting to commemorate All Saints on the first Sunday after Pentecost. 

This feast may have originated at an early date, perhaps as a celebration of all martyrs, then it was broadened to include all men and women who had borne witness to Christ by their virtuous lives, even if they did not shed their blood for Him. 

St Peter of Damascus, in his "Fourth Stage of Contemplation," mentions five categories of saints: Apostles, Martyrs, Prophets, Hierarchs, and Monastic Saints (PHILOKALIA [in English] Vol. 3, p.131). He is actually quoting from the OCTOECHOS, Tone 2 for Saturday Matins, kathisma after the first stichology. 

St Nicodemus of the Holy Mountain (July 14) adds the Righteous to St Peter's five categories. The list of St Nicodemus is found in his book THE FOURTEEN EPISTLES OF ST PAUL (Venice, 1819, p. 384) in his discussion of I Corinthians 12:28. 

The hymnology for the feast of All Saints also lists six categories: "Rejoice, assembly of the Apostles, Prophets of the Lord, loyal choirs of the Martyrs, divine Hierarchs, Monastic Fathers, and the Righteous…." 

Some of the saints are described as Confessors, a category which does not appear in the above lists. Since they are similar in spirit to the martyrs, they are regarded as belonging to the category of Martyrs. They were not put to death as the Martyrs were, but they boldly confessed Christ and came close to being executed for their faith.     

 St Maximus the Confessor (January 21) is such a saint. 

The order of these six types of saints seems to be based on their importance to the Church. The Apostles are listed first, because they were the first to spread the Gospel throughout the world. 

The Martyrs come next because of their example of courage in professing their faith before the enemies and persecutors of the Church, which encouraged other Christians to remain faithful to Christ even unto death. Although they come first chronologically, the Prophets are listed after the Apostles and Martyrs. This is because the Old Testament Prophets saw only the shadows of things to come, whereas the Apostles and Martyrs experienced them firsthand. The New Testament also takes precedence over the Old Testament. 

The holy Hierarchs comprise the fourth category. They are the leaders of their flocks, teaching them by their word and their example. 



The Monastic Saints are those who withdrew from this world to live in monasteries, or in seclusion. They did not do this out of hatred for the world, but in order to devote themselves to unceasing prayer, and to do battle against the power of the demons. Although some people erroneously believe that monks and nuns are useless and unproductive, St John Climacus had a high regard for them: "Angels are a light for monks, and the monastic life is a light for all men" (LADDER, Step 26:31). 

The last category, the Righteous, are those who attained holiness of life while living "in the world." Examples include Abraham and his wife Sarah, Job, Sts Joachim and Anna, St Joseph the Betrothed, St Juliana of Lazarevo, and others. 

The feast of All Saints achieved great prominence in the ninth century, in the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Leo VI the Wise (886-911). His wife, the Holy Empress Theophano (December 16) lived in the world, but was not attached to worldly things. She was a great benefactor to the poor, and was generous to the monasteries. She was a true mother to her subjects, caring for widows and orphans, and consoling the sorrowful. 

Even before the death of St Theophano in 893 or 894, her husband started to build a church, intending to dedicate it to Theophano, but she forbade him to do so. It was this emperor who decreed that the Sunday after Pentecost be dedicated to All Saints. Believing that his wife was one of the righteous, he knew that she would also be honored whenever the Feast of All Saints was celebrated.
First Sunday after Pentecost


Whosoever Shall Confess Me Before Men

Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

Ch. 10:32-33. Whosoever therefore shall confess in Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father Who is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father Who is in heaven.

 He exhorts them to bear witness even unto martyrdom. For belief only within one’s soul does not suffice; He desires also the belief confessed with the tongue. He did not say, "Whosoever shall confess Me," but in me, that is, in My strength. For he who confesses does so aided by the grace which is from above. But as for him who denies, Christ did not say "in Me," but whosoever shall deny Me, showing that he denies because he does not have the aid from above. Therefore everyone who confesses that Christ is God will find Christ giving confession of him to the Father, that he is a true servant. But those who deny will hear the words, "I do not know you."

37. He that loveth father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

Do you see when it is that we must hate our parents and children? When they want us to love them more than Christ. And why should I speak of father, mother, and children? Hear what is even greater than this:

38. And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after Me, is not worthy of Me. 

Whoever, He says, does not renounce this present life and give himself over to shameful death, for this is what the cross signified to the ancients, is not worthy of Me. But since there are many who are crucified, such as robbers and thieves, He added, and followeth after Me, that is, live according to My laws.

Ch. 19:27. Then answered Peter and said unto Him, Behold, we have forsaken all and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?

 Even though it seems that Peter had not forsaken very much, as he was poor, understand that in actuality he, too, forsook much. For the fewer possessions we have, the greater the attachment. But Peter also rejected every worldly pleasure, even natural affection for his parents. For these passions war against the poor as well as the rich (1) What then does the Lord answer?

28. And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Surely they will not be seated? Of course not, but He indicated by means of a throne the great honor they will enjoy. Will Judas also be seated? No; for Christ said, which have followed Me, that is, "followed Me to the end," but Judas did not follow to the end. By a different interpretation, God often promises good things to those who are worthy. But if they should change and become unworthy, as Judas did, those good things are denied. Similarly with more menacing things, He often threatens but does not carry out the threat, because we have repented. By regeneration understand the resurrection of the dead at the Last Judgement.

29. And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 

So that no one would think that what was said applied only to the disciples, Christ broadened the promise to include everyone who does likewise. They will have, instead of family of the flesh, intimacy and brotherhood with God; 

instead of lands, Paradise; instead of houses of stone, the heavenly Jerusalem; instead of a mother, the venerable mothers in the Church; instead of a father, the priests; instead of a wife, all the faithful women, not in marriage—far from it!—but in affection and spiritual relation and compassionate care for them. The Lord does not bid us simply to separate from our families, but only when they impede our piety. In the same manner, He bids us to despise even our own life and body, but not with the result that we slay ourselves. See how good God is: He not only gives us these good things, but adds to them eternal life. You, then, O reader, hasten to sell your possessions and give to the poor. Possessions are, to the wrathful man, his anger; to the fornicator, his disposition for debauchery; to the resentful, his remembrance of wrongs. Sell these things and give them to the poor demons who are in want of every good thing. Return the passions to the creators of the passions, and then you will have treasure, which is Christ, in your heaven, that is, in your mind which has been exalted above this world. For he who becomes like the heavenly One has heaven within himself.

30. But many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first. 

Christ is suggesting here the Jews and the Gentiles. For the Jews, who were first, became last, while the Gentiles, who were last, were put first.

______________________________________________________________________________


THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
We are like stained-glass windows.
We sparkle and shine when the sun is out,
but when the darkness sets in,
our true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.

I May Never See Tomorrow
 

I may never see tomorrow,
there's no written guarantee
And things that happened yesterday
belong to history.
I cannot predict the future,
I cannot change the past,
I have just the present moments,
I must treat it as my last.
I must use this moment wisely
for it soon will pass away,
and be lost forever,
as part of yesterday
I must exercise compassion,
help the fallen to their feet,
Be a friend unto the friendless,
make an empty life complete.
The unkind things I do today
may never be undone,
And friendships that I fail to win
may nevermore be won.
I may not have another chance
on bended knees to pray,
and I thank God with a humble heart
for giving me this Day. 
 

(anonymous)

______________________________________________________________________________

PARISH THEME FOR 2018: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

**General Confession will be served on Sunday June 30 at 9:30 AM.**

*PARISH QUARTERLY REPORT ON SUNDAY JUNE 30*

- Report on the Life of Our Parish

-Update on Parish Projects/Maintenance

- Quarterly Financial Report 

JUNE 2019
23-  Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

         End-of-Year Moleben for Church School
         Parish Quarterly Report

         Parish Open House/Church School Picnic with special treat

24 – The Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

         Divine Liturgy at Ss Peter and Paul Church

24 – SS PETER AND PAUL FAST BEGINS (June 24-29)

28/29  – Feast of Ss Peter and Paul   (SERVICES AT SS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH)  

                 125th Anniversary of Ss Peter and Paul Orthodox Church  

30 – Parish Quarterly Report during Coffee Hour
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                               Mr. Frank Salvamoser 
Elderwood Assisted Living               147 West Hazeltine Avenue 
5271 Main Street                                Kenmore, NY 14217

Williamsville, NY 14221                   716.875.9503
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Collection

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the items in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Barbarba will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

JUNE COLLECTION: 
**Collection Goal is: 35 **

This month we are collecting Sandwich Cookies and Sandwich Baggies. They can be a variety of cookies. Feel free to bring your donation and place them in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We will also have Sandwich Cookies and Sandwich Baggies available for a donation of $1.00/can. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, baby wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to HomeSpace.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections
We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future.

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
St. George Orthodox Church Outreach Ministry: Mats for a Mission

Tuesday July 9, 2019

6:30 PM

Pizza and Salad and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”!!

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. Also for video demonstrations or more information google the Facebook page Mats for a Mission.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Monthly Parish Dinners at Kevin Guest House 

(every 2nd Wednesday of the Month)

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Wednesday July 10, 2019

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM   ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping out with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISH QUARTERLY REPOIRT

SUNDAY JUNE 30, 2019

During Coffee Hour on Sunday June 30, we will have our Parish Quarterly Report during which we will be discussing and reviewing the following areas of our parish:

Pastor’s Report
a. Update on Parishioners

b. Update on Parish Life (Liturgical, Spiritual, Administrative)

Financial Report
a. Quarterly Financial Report

b. Fundraisers

c. Stewardship

Parish Council Report 
a. Projects

b. Updates 

Please plan on staying as we come together as a parish family to discuss the life and mission of our beloved parish.  If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let myself or Amil or any member of the parish council know.  Thank you for your continued prayerful support. May God continue to bless and 
guide you, your families and our entire parish family. 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

2 Nottingham Terrace – Buffalo, NY

www.stgeorgebuffalo.com     jvansuch@hotmail.com / 716.875.4222
CALENDAR OF SERVICES/EVENTS FOR JULY 2019
(Church School Outreach Ministry Project: School Backpacks for Salvation Army: July and August)
   7-13 – Fr. Jason away at St. Andrew Camp
        9 –   Mats for Mission Outreach Ministry Project (6:30 to 8:00 PM)
      10 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)  
      14 – Sisterhood Meeting during Coffee Hour
     15 –Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM 
21 – Annual Service for The Blessing of Vehicles

        Brief Parish Council Meeting during Coffee Hour
26 – Feast of St. Jacob of Alaska/St. Paraskeva of Rome
        Akathist Service at 9:00 AM

27 – Feast of St. Panteleimon
         Moleben Service in honor of St. Panteleimon – 3:30 PM

          Great Vespers – 4:00 PM

Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM
Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

          Matins at 9:00 AM – Sunday July 7 

          Hours at 9:40 AM – Sunday July 14

          Matins at 9:00 AM – Sunday July 21

          General Confession at 9:30 AM – July 28

Daily Matins (9:00 AM)                         Little Compline (6:00 PM)
Tuesday July 2-16-23-30                        Wednesday July 17-24-31  

Akathist Service (9:00 AM)                         
Thursday July 11-18-25                      
