THE SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN
After the Midfeast (John 7:14), the Lord Jesus Christ came to the Temple again and taught the people who came to Him (John 8:2). After leaving the Temple, He opened the eyes of a man "who was blind from his birth (John 9:1). 

The miracle described in today's Gospel (John 9:1-38) is even more remarkable than it might seem at first.St Basil and other Fathers tell us that this was not just a case of giving sight to a blind man born with eyes that did not function, but to someone who had no eyes at all! The second Exapostilarion for this Sunday says, "Along the way, our Savior found a man who lacked both sight and eyes…." 

The Gospel says, "Since the world began, it was not heard that any man opened the eyes of one who was born blind" (John 9:32). There are examples in the Old (Tobit 2:17) and New (Mark 8:22-26) Testaments of blind people receiving sight, but this is something completely unprecedented. 

The Savior placed clay in the man's empty sockets and told him to wash in the pool of Siloam. When he obeyed these instructions, the eyes of clay became living eyes! 
On this sixth Sunday of Holy Pascha, the healing of the Blind Man, we are identified with this man who came to see and to believe in Jesus as the Son of God. The Lord has anointed our eyes with his own divine hands and washed them with the waters of our baptism (John 9:6-ll). 

Jesus used clay of spittle and told the man to wash in the waters of Siloam. He did so because it was the Sabbath day on which spitting, clay-making and washing were strictly forbidden. By breaking these ritual laws of the Jews, Jesus showed that he is indeed the Lord of the Sabbath, and, as such, that he is equal to God the Father Who alone, according to Jewish tradition, works on the Sabbath day in running his world. 

There is scandal over the healing of the blind man on the Sabbath day. He is separated from the synagogue because of his faith in Christ. The entire Church follows this man in his fate, knowing that it is those who do not see Jesus as the Lord who are really blind and still in their sins (Jn 9:41). The others have the light of life and can see and know the Son of God, for "you have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you" (Jn 9:37). 

I come to Thee, O Christ, blind from birth in my spiritual eyes, and call to Thee in repentance: Thou art the most radiant Light of those in darkness! (Kontakion)

In his MENAION, St Demetrius of Rostov calls the blind man St Celidonius (see his account of St Lazarus in the Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles on January 4). 

An Orthodox Commentary on The Sunday of the Blind Man
{Taken from the OCA Department of Christian Education Weekly Bulletin Inserts}

We read the story of this encounter of Jesus Christ with a man born blind in John 9: 1-38. In the verses immediately preceding this story, He has told hostile questioners that He is "before Abraham" and claims the divine name, "I am." There is no longer any possibility of misunderstanding what He is saying; Jesus is declaring Himself to be the Son of God.

Having done this, He turns His full attention to one person—the man blind from birth. He is going to do a miracle, and because He has just said so unequivocally that He is the Divine Son, we might expect that He will draw down lightning bolts or do something equally dazzling.

But instead He shows Himself as Man, caring for the man who stands in front of Him. He doesn't do anything spectacular, but uses the most basic elements of the earth to do the miracle: "...He spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's eyes with the clay..."  He tells the man to do a basic thing, too—to wash off the clay in the pool of Siloam. By this simple, earthly act the man is healed and becomes able to see. 

The other reading for this day is Acts 16: 16-34. These verses describe two instances in which Saint Paul follows Christ's example, being concerned for the person in front of him. The first encounter is with a slave girl who has "a spirit of divination" and makes money for her owners by foretelling events. Paul risks his own safety, and drives the spirit out of her in the name of Jesus Christ.

Sure enough, the owners are furious at having lost their income. They drag Paul and his companion Silas into the market place and accuse them of disturbing the city and advocating Jewish customs that are against Roman law. The magistrates and the crowd beat them with rods, and they are dragged off to prison, where their confinement is assured by their feet being fastened in the stocks.

For the second time, Paul extends concern. He does so to a person who is neither his companion nor a fellow prisoner, but who has been put in front of him. When an earthquake shakes the prison, all the prisoners' shackles are unfastened. The jailer is panicked, terrified and fully aware that he will be held responsible when all the prisoners escape. As he is about to kill himself, Paul calls out to him, "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." 

This unexpected concern makes the jailer realize what kind of person Paul is, and he comes to believe in the God to whom Paul is so dedicated. He and his household are baptized that same night. They offer the former prisoners hospitality in their home, and everyone rejoices. They are truly in front of each other, and together in front of God.
The Feast of The Holy Ascension of Our Lord
This holy day is celebrated on the fortieth day after the Resurrection of Christ, on the Thursday of the sixth week of Pascha. The ascension of Christ into heaven is mentioned in the prophecies of the Scriptures. Christ Himself, upon His resurrection, said to Mary Magdalene: "I ascend unto My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God" (John 20:17).

This great event, with which Jesus' life on earth concludes, is briefly mentioned in the Gospels of Mark and Luke. But in the Acts of the apostles there is a fuller account. Gathering His disciples, Jesus commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to await what had been promised by the Father, that is the descent of the Holy Spirit. "John truly baptized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days hence . . . Ye shall receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon you; and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:5, 8)..

. Saying this, He went with His disciples to Bethany and stopped on the Mount of Olives. "While they beheld, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel, who also said, 'Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into Heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven'" (Acts 1:9-11).

Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem to where the Theotokos and the myrrh-bearing women were in prayer. In the Gospel of Mark it is written that upon ascending to heaven, the Lord sat upon the right side of God the Father, that is, the human soul and body of Jesus Christ took on the same glory as His Divinity.

Ascending to heaven, Jesus Christ promised to always be invisibly on earth among those who believe in Him.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Fr. Jason, Matushka Katia

Anna and Alexandra Vansuch

Cordially Invite You to a

Parish Open House/ Church School Picnic
******

Sunday, June 23, 2019
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm

2 Nottingham Terrace

Buffalo, NY

******
Luncheon Refreshments will be served
Please RSVP to Matushka Katia by Wednesday, June 19
Katia.vansuch@gmail.com
609-851-3034
PARISH THEME FOR 2018: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

**General Confession will be served on Sunday June 30 at 9:30 AM.**

1) The Holy and Great Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 

Wednesday June 5, 2019

Moleben in honor of Our Lord Resurrection – 9:30 AM

Great Vespers with Litiya – 6:00 PM 
Thursday June 6, 2019

Festal Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM


2) Annual Parish Open House/Church School Picnic/Moleben  - SUNDAY JUNE 30
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday June 30, we will be holding Our Annual Parish Open House at the Rectory/Church School Picnic. We will also be holding the End-of-the year Moleben Prayer Service of Thanksgiving for the Church School. An email and mailing will be going out with More details and information.

Please plan on joining us for the celebration as we have a day planned filled with activities for everyone, good food, and lots of Fellowship.  

A Very Special CELEBRATION of the
Feast of Holy Pentecost
JUNE 16, 2019

The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on the fiftieth day after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter) and ten days after the Feast of the Ascension of Christ. The Feast is always celebrated on a Sunday.

The Feast commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, a feast of the Jewish tradition. It also celebrates the establishment of the Church through the preaching of the Apostles and the baptism of the thousands who on that day believed in the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ. The Feast is also seen as the culmination of the revelation of the Holy Trinity.

In the Church’s annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost is “the last and great day.” It is the celebration by the Church of the coming of the Holy Spirit as the end—the achievement and fulfillment—of the entire history of salvation. For the same reason, however, it is also the celebration of the beginning: it is the “birthday” of the Church as the presence among us of the Holy Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of grace, knowledge, adoption to God and holiness.

This double meaning and double joy is revealed to us, first of all, in the very name of the feast. Pentecost in Greek means fifty, and in the sacred biblical symbolism of numbers, the number fifty symbolizes both the fulness of time and that which is beyond time: the Kingdom of God itself. It symbolizes the fulness of time by its first component: 49, which is the fulness of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it symbolizes that which is beyond time by its second component: 49 + 1, this one being the new day, the “day without evening” of God’s eternal Kingdom. With the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of redemption has been completed, the fulness revealed, all gifts bestowed: it belongs to us now to “appropriate” these gifts, to be that which we have become in Christ: participants and citizens of His Kingdom.

To read the rest: http://www.goarch.org/special/listen_learn_share/pentecost 

LINKS TO LEARN ABOUT PENTECOST:

http://www.goarch.org/special/listen_learn_share/pentecost 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=961&PCode=7PS&D=S&date=6/8/2014 

http://lent.goarch.org/family/pentecost.asp 

Join the celebration!!

MANY LANGUAGES
When we come together for the Pot-Luck Luncheon on the Feast of Holy Pentecost (SUNDAY JUNE 16), we will be singing ‘The Our Father’ in the various languages of our parish that represent the different ancestoral backgrounds altogether simultaneously to represent The Holy Spirit coming down upon the faithful on that First Day of Pentecost and divided the tongues.  If you know ‘The Our Father’ in your native language or another language, please let Fr. Jason know so that he can compile a list. So far we have the following languages:

English                Greek

Russian                Eritrean   

Albanian              Spanish

Bulgarian             Ukrainian 

Georgian             Romanian

Arabic

ETHNIC FOODS
We invite you to bring in an ethnic food to share during coffee hour.  We hope to see foods from all different ethnicities that reflect the fact that our   parish represents people from all different ancestoral backgrounds. 

If you will be bringing in a pot-luck dish, please let Barbara or Mat. Katia know by either speaking with them or emailing them: Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com or katia.vansuch@gmail.com. 

 A list of the foods will be sent out separately in preparation for our Annual Festive Ethnic Luncheon. 

WEAR GREEN TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY JUNE 16
Many times you will hear Pentecost being called "Green Sunday." So we hope you will wear green to help enhance the special celebration. (Do you think that green is only for the Irish to wear green for a holiday?)          

BRING GREEN CUTTINGS
If you can, please cut some greens from your property and bring them in with   you on SATURDAY JUNE 15… that we can use to help decorate the church; any length would good( 

We hope to see everyone on Sunday June 16, wearing green, bringing in a favorite ethnic food, and joining in this special Holy Day of Holy Pentecost.

3) Father’s Day Luncheon  - SUNDAY JUNE 16
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday June 16, we will be having our Annual Father’s Day Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall in connection with our Annual Festive Ethnic Luncheon.  Please plan on joining us for the Divine Liturgy during which we will remember all of our beloved fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, and men of our parish and families as we ask God’s blessings upon all of them for continued good health and happiness as well as rest eternal and blessed repose to our beloved fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, and men of our parish and families who now lie asleep in the Lord. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Monthly Parish Dinners at Kevin Guest House 

(every 2nd Wednesday of the Month)

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Wednesday June 12, 2019

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM   ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping out with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

JUNE 2019
     2 –  Youth Sunday

    5-  Eve of the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord

         Akathist in honor of Our Lord’s Resurrection – 9:30 AM

         Great Vespers with Litiya – 6:00 PM

   6 – The Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord

         Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM

  9 – Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour

11 –   Mats for Mission Outreach Ministry Project (6:30 to 8:00 PM)

12 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
15 –  The Eve of the Great Feast of Holy Pentecost 
     Full Panahyda Memorial Prayer Service at 9:30 AM

     Great Vespers with Litiya at 4:00 PM

16 –  The Great Feast of Holy Pentecost/Father’s Day 
     Divine Liturgy followed by Vespers of Pentecost with Kneeling Prayers at 9:30 AM

     Special Parish Ethnic Father’s Day Luncheon with “Our Father” in various languages

10 –Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

17 – Parish Council Meeting (6:00 PM)   
23-  Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

24 – The Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

         Divine Liturgy at Ss Peter and Paul Church

24 – SS PETER AND PAUL FAST BEGINS (June 24-29)

28/29  – Feast of Ss Peter and Paul   (SERVICES AT SS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH)  

                 125th Anniversary of Ss Peter and Paul Orthodox Church  

30-   End-of-Year Moleben for Church School
            Parish Quarterly Report

           Parish Open House/Church School Picnic with special treat
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                               Mr. Frank Salvamoser 
Elderwood Assisted Living               147 West Hazeltine Avenue 
5271 Main Street                                Kenmore, NY 14217

Williamsville, NY 14221                   716.875.9503
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Collection

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the items in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Barbarba will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

MAY/JUNE COLLECTION: 
**Collection Goal is: 35 **

This month we are collecting Sandwich Cookies and Sandwich Baggies. They can be a variety of cookies. Feel free to bring your donation and place them in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We will also have Sandwich Cookies and Sandwich Baggies available for a donation of $1.00/can. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, baby wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to HomeSpace.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections
We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future.

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

St. George Orthodox Church Outreach Ministry: Mats for a Mission

Tuesday June 11, 2019

6:30 PM

Pizza and Salad and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”!!

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. Also for video demonstrations or more information google the Facebook page Mats for a Mission.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

**PAINT NIGHT FUNDRAISER FOR THE RIDE FOR ROSWELL SUNDAY JUNE 9** 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

2 Nottingham Terrace ~ Buffalo, NY 14216

5:30 to 7:30 PM

[image: image1.jpg]



Please join us in this fun filled creative fundraising event, and help support Roswell Park!!! All supplies, instruction and refreshments will be provided, no experience necessary!! Tickets $40/ each with half of all proceeds going directly to St. George Ride For Roswell!!

Our Parish will be hosting a "Paint Party" fundraiser for our St. George Cancer Slayers Team for The Ride for Roswell. The paint party gives people the opportunity to paint a scene entitled: "Purple Sunset Beach" on individual canvases, under the direction of a Gabriella Damiano (President of Sisterhood at Sts Theodore Church and local Artist/Paint Night Instructor). Even if you aren't artistic - it's fun and for a good cause, so let's try and get people to come! This is for anyone who is interested in the community so invite our parishioners, families, friends and neighbors. 

This is a wonderful event for all of us to come together as brothers and sisters, families and friends in Prayer and in Fellowship as we raise funds to help fight cancer and support the good work being done by everyone at Roswell Park.

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Fr. Jason at 716.875-4222/jvansuch@hotmail.com

Looking forward to seeing everyone on June 9!!

St. George is Ready to Ride….for Roswell!

This year St. George is fielding a team of riders in the Ride for Roswell, one of the premier fundraisers for Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.  You can participate by going online to www.rideforroswell.org ,click on “find a team” in the upper right corner next to Login, and type “St. George” in the search bar. Our team – St. Georges Cancer Slayers will come up under search results. On the team page you can elect to join the team as a rider or you can donate to any team member by clicking on their name. If you prefer to write a check, forms are on the bulletin board in the community hall, checks are made out to Roswell Park Alliance Foundation. You can give to Mat. Katia or Boris Kuvshinoff. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What is The Ride For Roswell?

The Ride For Roswell is one of the nation's largest cycling events - a life-changing experience for riders, volunteers and cancer patients who benefit from the funds raised. It's a charity bike ride that brings people together to celebrate survivors, pay tribute to those we've lost and share in the passion that connects us all: finding a cure for cancer. 

The purpose, the passion and the commitment to end cancer once and for all fuels The Ride For Roswell.  For more information about the Ride for Roswell, please go to www.rideforroswell.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

[image: image2.jpg]7 (\ZTﬁe’ eror,
ésﬁfell




SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

