SUNDAY OF THE MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
Today we commemorate the Holy Myrrh-bearing women Sts Mary Magdalene (July 22), Mary the wife of Clopas, Joanna (June 27), Salome, mother of the sons of Zebedee (August 3), Martha and Mary, sisters of Lazarus (June 4). Also St Joseph of Arimathea (July 31), and Nicodemus. 

The holy right-believing Queen Tamara of Georgia is commemorated twice during the year: on May 1, the day of her repose, and also on the Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women. 

On this third Sunday after Pascha, we honor the myrrhbearing women who cared for the body of the Saviour at his death and who were the first witnesses of his Resurrection. The three troparia of Holy Friday are sung once again and from the theme of the day: 
The noble Joseph, when he had taken down Thy most pure body from the Tree, wrapped it in fine linen and anointed it with spices, and placed it in a new tomb. When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead. 

The angel came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb and said: Myrrh is fitting for the dead, but Christ has shown himself a stranger to corruption! So proclaim: The Lord is risen, granting the world great mercy.

++++++++++++++++++

THE SUNDAY OF THE MYRRHBEARING WOMEN

The third Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed by the Orthodox Church as the Sunday of the Holy Myrrhbearers. The day commemorates when the women disciples of our Lord came to the tomb to anoint his body with myrrh-oils but found the tomb empty. As the woman wondered what this meant, angels appeared proclaiming that Christ had risen from the dead.

About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus was going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, many women who had received of His beneficence left their own homeland and from then on followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own possessions, even until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards, neither losing faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the Jewish rulers, they came to His sepulcher, bearing the myrrh-oils they had prepared to anoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils that these God-loving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are called Myrrh-bearers.

Of those whose names are known are the following: first of all, the most holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56 and Mark 15:40 is called “the mother of James and Joses” (these are the sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, and she was therefore their step-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee; Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept silence:

(Matthew 217:55-56; 28:1-10. Mark 15:40-41.

Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts 1:14.)

Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of the Savior, Joseph and Nicodemus. Of these, Nicodemus was probably a Jerusalemite, a prominent leader among the Jews and of the order of the Pharisees, learned in the Law and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. He had believed in Christ when, at the beginning of our Savior’s preaching of salvation, he came to Him by night. Furthermore, he brought some one hundred pounds of myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture of aloes and spices out of reverence for the divine Teacher (John 19:39). 

Joseph, who was from the city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and noble man, and one of the counselors who were in Jerusalem. He went bodly unto Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and together with Nicodemus he gave Him burial. Since time did not permit the preparation of another tomb, he placed the Lord’s body in his own tomb which was hewn out of rock, as the Evangelist says (Matthew 27:60).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
** NEW EDUCATION CORNER IN WEEKLY BULLETIN: The series The Orthodox Faith is intended to provide basic, comprehensive information on the faith and the life of the Orthodox Church for the average reader. The author is Ever-Memorable Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko, Of Blessed Memory, Dean Emeritus of St. Vladimir's Seminary, Crestwood, NY. We will have a different article in each weekly bulletin.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Volume III - Church History

Volume 3, written by Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko and revised and expanded by Dr. David C. Ford, contains an in-depth look at church history through the centuries. Volume III is available for purchase from SVS Press.
Introduction



Volume 3 of The Orthodox Faith, entitled Church History, is a succinct overview of Christian history century by century. It presents the most important historical events, leading personalities, and significant doctrinal, liturgical, spiritual, and ecclesiastical developments in the Eastern Orthodox Church, giving the traditional Orthodox perspectives on the historical data. It also includes major events, personalities, and developments in the Christian West, both Roman Catholic and Reformed. The century by century format allows the reader to see what was happening at the same time in different places. The recent centuries that deal with Orthodoxy in North America, and especially with the pre-history and history of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA), are treated at greater length because of their nearness to us in time and place, their complexity and importance, and the variety of interpretations that exist today about what occurred. As an OCA publication, this volume provides the OCA’s understanding and interpretation of the historical events.
The Fourth Century
The Donatist Schism

Though the Church was free from external persecution in the era of Constantine, inner troubles soon arose to disturb its peace. First, there was the Donatist Schism that erupted in western North Africa. This was a schism between those who supported a certain Majorinus—soon afterwards succeeded by Donatus—to be the bishop of Carthage, and those who supported the regularly elected bishop, Caecilian. The Donatists opposed Bishop Caecilian because he was willing to grant the possibility of repentance to those who had lapsed during the Diocletian Persecution, and because one of the bishops who consecrated him allegedly had surrendered holy books to the authorities.

In an attempt to help the Church resolve this conflict, Constantine summoned the parties to Rome to appear before a commission led by Pope Miltiades. When this commission decided in favor of Bishop Caecilian, the Donatists refused to accept the judgment. They complained to Constantine that the matter had been judged too hastily and by too few other bishops. Yielding to their request to reopen the case, the emperor summoned a much larger council to address the problem. This Council of Arles (in Gaul—modern day France) in 314 also decided against the Donatists.

But still the Donatists refused to be reconciled with Bishop Caecilian, and in 316 Constantine resorted to the use of force to try to bring the schism to an end. Unfortunately, this gave the movement an aura of martyrdom. Fueled by the anti-Roman feelings of the native Berber population of the region, the schism became more deeply entrenched than ever.

Constantine stopped using force against the Donatists in 321, but the schism continued into the next century. The Church in western North Africa never fully recovered from this grievous schism, so that when the Muslims swept across this region in the 7th century, there was little resistance from the Christians, and Christianity was virtually obliterated there.

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

**General Confession will be served on Sunday April 29 at 9:30 AM as well as Sunday May 27 at 9:30 AM.**

1) Mother’s Day Luncheon 
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday May 13, we will be having our Annual Mother’s Day Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Please plan on joining us for the Divine Liturgy during which we will remember all of our beloved mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, aunts, and women of our parish and families as we ask God’s blessings upon all of them for continued good health and happiness as well as rest eternal and blessed repose to our beloved mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, aunts, and women of our parish and families who now lie asleep in the Lord. 
2) The Holy and Great Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 

Wednesday May 16, 2018
Moleben in honor of Our Lord Resurrection – 9:30 AM

Great Vespers with Litiya – 4:00 PM 
Thursday May 17, 2018
Festal Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM


3) Annual Pentecost Ethnic Parish Luncheon/Church School Picnic/Moleben 
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday May 27, The Great Feast of Holy Pentecost, we will be having our Annual Ethnic Parish Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall where we will enjoy the delicious foods from the various ethnic traditions of our parishioners as well as pray the Our Father in languages of our parishioners. Please plan on joining us for the celebration on the Feast of Holy Pentecost.  For more information, please refer to the details below: 
A Very Special CELEBRATION of the
Feast of Holy Pentecost
MAY 27, 2018
The Feast of Holy Pentecost is celebrated each year on the fiftieth day after the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha (Easter) and ten days after the Feast of the Ascension of Christ. The Feast is always celebrated on a Sunday.

The Feast commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, a feast of the Jewish tradition. It also celebrates the establishment of the Church through the preaching of the Apostles and the baptism of the thousands who on that day believed in the Gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ. The Feast is also seen as the culmination of the revelation of the Holy Trinity.

In the Church’s annual liturgical cycle, Pentecost is “the last and great day.” It is the celebration by the Church of the coming of the Holy Spirit as the end—the achievement and fulfillment—of the entire history of salvation. For the same reason, however, it is also the celebration of the beginning: it is the “birthday” of the Church as the presence among us of the Holy Spirit, of the new life in Christ, of grace, knowledge, adoption to God and holiness.

This double meaning and double joy is revealed to us, first of all, in the very name of the feast. Pentecost in Greek means fifty, and in the sacred biblical symbolism of numbers, the number fifty symbolizes both the fulness of time and that which is beyond time: the Kingdom of God itself. It symbolizes the fulness of time by its first component: 49, which is the fulness of seven (7 x 7): the number of time. And, it symbolizes that which is beyond time by its second component: 49 + 1, this one being the new day, the “day without evening” of God’s eternal Kingdom. With the descent of the Holy Spirit upon Christ’s disciples, the time of salvation, the Divine work of redemption has been completed, the fulness revealed, all gifts bestowed: it belongs to us now to “appropriate” these gifts, to be that which we have become in Christ: participants and citizens of His Kingdom.

To read the rest: http://www.goarch.org/special/listen_learn_share/pentecost 

LINKS TO LEARN ABOUT PENTECOST:

http://www.goarch.org/special/listen_learn_share/pentecost 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=961&PCode=7PS&D=S&date=6/8/2014 

http://lent.goarch.org/family/pentecost.asp 

Join the celebration!!
MANY LANGUAGES
When we come together for the Pot-Luck Luncheon on the Feast of Holy Pentecost (SUNDAY MAY 27), we will be singing ‘The Our Father’ in the various languages of our parish that represent the different ancestoral backgrounds altogether simultaneously to represent The Holy Spirit coming down upon the faithful on that First Day of Pentecost and divided the tongues.  If you know ‘The Our Father’ in your native language or another language, please let Fr. Jason know so that he can compile a list. So far we have the following languages:

English

Greek

Russian

Urdu 

Eritrean   

Albanian

Spanish

Bulgarian

Ukrainian 

Georgian

Romanian

Arabic

ETHNIC FOODS
We invite you to bring in an ethnic food to share during coffee hour.  We hope to see foods from all different ethnicities that reflect the fact that our   parish represents people from all different ancestoral backgrounds. 

If you will be bringing in a pot-luck dish, please let Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia know by either calling them or emailing them:  jvansuch@hotmail.com katia.vansuch@gmail.com or 875-4222! 

 A list will be sent out separately of the foods. 

WEAR GREEN TO CHURCH ON SUNDAY MAY 27
Many times you will hear Pentecost being called "Green Sunday." So we hope you will wear green to help enhance the special celebration. (Do you think that green is only for the Irish to wear green for a holiday?)      

BRING GREEN CUTTINGS
If you can, please cut some greens from your property and bring them in with   you on SATURDAY MAY 26... that we can use to help decorate the church; any length would good( 

We hope to see everyone on Sunday May 27, wearing green, bringing in a favorite ethnic food, and joining in this special Holy Day of Holy Pentecost.

2) Annual End-of-Year Church School Picnic/Moleben/Parish Open House
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday June 4, The Feast of All Saints, we will be having our Annual End-Of-The Year Church School Picnic and Parish Open House at the Rectory and on the Rectory Property. We will also be holding the End-of-the year Moleben Prayer Service of Thanksgiving for the Church School. An email and mailing will be going out with More details and information.

3) Father’s Day Luncheon 
*Following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday June 17, we will be having our Annual Father’s Day Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Please plan on joining us for the Divine Liturgy during which we will remember all of our beloved fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, and men of our parish and families as we ask God’s blessings upon all of them for continued good health and happiness as well as rest eternal and blessed repose to our beloved fathers, grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, and men of our parish and families who now lie asleep in the Lord. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Council of Orthodox Christian Churches of Niagara Frontier

Pan-Orthodox Mid-Feast of Pentecost Divine Liturgy - May 2, 2018

Please join us for a Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy followed by a Fellowship Meal on Wednesday, May 2nd.  Following the Meal, there will be a brief COCCNF Meeting to discuss upcoming events.

Divine Liturgy -  10:00 AM  Location: TBD

Orthodox Youth Day - TBD

We are excited to announce the 2nd Annual Pan-Orthodox Youth Day at Fantasy Island. This is a great opportunity for us and our kids to meet other Orthodox Christians in our city and to expand our bonds with our fellow Orthodox brothers and sisters. More details will be forthcoming in the near future.   Location:  Fantasy Island

Walk for Missions – TBD

Please join us for our annual Walk for Missions fundraiser which will take place in September. All proceeds raised will be donated to the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) for the support of Orthodox mission activity around the globe! The starting location of the Missions Walk will take place at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church and  will take place at the St. George Orthodox Church which will include games and fun activities for the children.

Starting Location: Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 146 West Utica St., Buffalo, NY 14222

Check-in: 12:30 PM

Lunch: 1:00 PM

Walk begins: 1:30 PM

Ending Location: St. George Orthodox Church, 2 Nottingham Terrace, Buffalo, NY 14216

Pan-Orthodox Picnic@ St. George Orthodox Church following Walk: Food, Games, fun activities

 for Children, Fellowship

COCCNF Nativity Fast Retreat - TBD

Please join us for a Pan-Orthodox Nativity Retreat. More information will be made available within the near future. 

Time – TBA

Location: Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, 146 W Utica St., Buffalo, NY 14222

Annual Pan-Orthodox Choir Nativity Concert– TBD
The Pan-Orthodox Choir of COCCNF will perform their annual Nativity Concert at Saint George Orthodox Church at 5:00PM. The concert will feature the Masterpieces of Orthodox Choral Music. Following the concert everyone is invited to join the choir members for a Christmas Carols “sing-along” and the time of fellowship.

Date – TBD

Time – 5: 00 PM

Location: St. George Orthodox Church, 2 Nottingham Terrace, Buffalo, NY 14216

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Monthly Parish Dinners at Kevin Guest House 

(every 2nd Wednesday of the Month)

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Wednesday May 9, 2018

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM   ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping out with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

MAY 2018 
   6 – Youth Sunday Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Feast Days of the Church)

         Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour
 8 – Mats for Mission (6:30-8:00 PM)
 9 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
13 –  Mother’s Day

           Special Mother’s Day Luncheon      

14 –  Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

20 – Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)

27 – Feast of Holy Pentecost

          Festal Divine Liturgy followed by Vespers of Pentecost/Kneeling Prayers – 9:30 AM

          Ethnic Parish Luncheon/ ‘Our Father’ in various Languages
JUNE 2018
     3 –  Youth Sunday Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Year in Review)          

             End-of-Year Moleben for Church School

             Parish Open House/Church School Picnic with special treat!

   4 – SS PETER AND PAUL FAST BEGINS (June 4-29)

10 – Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour

11 –Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

13 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
17 –Father’s Day 
       Special Father’s Day Luncheon (LENTEN)

23– Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

           Great Vespers with Litiya at 4:00 PM

24– The Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist

                 Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

        Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)   
28/29  – Feast of Ss Peter and Paul   (SERVICES AT SS PETER AND PAUL CHURCH)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future.

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection


Hearts for the Homeless is a local organization that runs a mobile soup kitchen serving the homeless population in Buffalo 6 days a week. In the spirit of outreach and almsgiving, the Sisterhood of St. George will be co-ordinating a monthly food drive to support Hearts for the Homeless. Each month we will request a specific non-perishable food item or items that will be taken to the Hearts location at the end of the month. Items will be placed in a designated bin in the community center. How can you participate? It’s easy! When you do you grocery shopping just pick up the monthly Hearts item and bring it to church and place it in the bin. We’ll make sure it gets to the soup kitchen for Hearts to use.

April Donation Item – Canned Chicken
May Donation Item – Canned Tuna
St. George Orthodox Church Outreach Ministry: Mats for a Mission

Tuesday May 8, 2018

6:30 PM

Pizza and Salad and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”!!

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. Also for video demonstrations or more information google the Facebook page Mats for a Mission.

[image: image2.jpg]


                                [image: image3.jpg]



Looking forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday May 8!!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
St. George is Ready to Ride….for Roswell!

This year St. George is fielding a team of riders in the Ride for Roswell, one of the premier fundraisers for Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.  You can participate by going online to www.rideforroswell.org ,click on “find a team” in the upper right corner next to Login, and type “St. George” in the search bar. Our team – St. Georges Cancer Slayers will come up under search results. On the team page you can elect to join the team as a rider or you can donate to any team member by clicking on their name. If you prefer to write a check, forms are on the bulletin board in the community hall, checks are made out to Roswell Park Alliance Foundation. You can give to Mat. Katia or Boris Kuvshinoff. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What is The Ride For Roswell?

The Ride For Roswell is one of the nation's largest cycling events - a life-changing experience for riders, volunteers and cancer patients who benefit from the funds raised. It's a charity bike ride that brings people together to celebrate survivors, pay tribute to those we've lost and share in the passion that connects us all: finding a cure for cancer.  

The purpose, the passion and the commitment to end cancer once and for all fuels The Ride For Roswell.  For more information about the Ride for Roswell, please go to www.rideforroswell.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SATURDAY JUNE 23, 2018   [image: image4.jpg]7 (\ZTﬁe’ eror,
ésﬁfell



  SATURDAY JUNE 23, 2018

Life Is a Gift 

 

Today before you say an unkind word - Think of someone who can't speak. 

 

Before you complain about the taste of your food - Think of someone who 

has nothing to eat. 

 

Before you complain about your husband or wife - Think of someone who's 

crying out to GOD for a companion. 

 

Today before you complain about life - Think of someone who went too early 

to heaven. 

 

Before you complain about your children - Think of someone who desires 

children but they're barren. 

 

Before you argue about your dirty house someone didn't clean or sweep - 

Think of the people who are living in the streets. 

 

Before whining about the distance you drive - Think of someone who walks 

the same distance with their feet. 

 

And when you are tired and complain about your job - Think of the unemployed, 

the disabled, and those who wish they had your job. 

 

But, before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another - Remember that not one of us is without sin and we all answer to one MAKER. 

 

And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down - Put a smile on your face 

and thank GOD you're alive and still around. 

