“ST. GEORGE CHURCH EDUCATION CORNER”

Lazarus Saturday

The week following the Sunday of Saint Mary of Egypt is called Palm or Branch Week. At the Tuesday services of this week the Church recalls that Jesus’ friend Lazarus has died and that the Lord is going to raise him from the dead (Jn 11). As the days continue toward Saturday, the Church, in its hymns and verses, continues to follow Christ towards Bethany to the tomb of Lazarus. On Friday evening, the eve of the celebration of the Resurrection of Lazarus, the “great and saving forty days” of Great Lent are formally brought to an end:

Having accomplished the forty days for the benefit of our souls, we pray to Thee, O Lover of Man, that we may see the holy week of Thy passion, that in it we may glorify Thy greatness and Thine unspeakable plan of salvation for our sake . . . (Vespers Hymn). 

Lazarus Saturday is a paschal celebration. It is the only time in the entire Church Year that the resurrectional service of Sunday is celebrated on another day. At the liturgy of Lazarus Saturday, the Church glorifies Christ as “the Resurrection and the Life” who, by raising Lazarus, has confirmed the universal resurrection of mankind even before His own suffering and death.

By raising Lazarus from the dead before Thy passion, Thou didst confirm the universal resurrection, O Christ God! Like the children with the branches of victory, we cry out to Thee, O Vanquisher of Death: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord! (Troparion).

Christ —the Joy, the Truth and the Light of All, the Life of the world and its Resurrection—has appeared in his goodness to those on earth. He has become the Image of our Resurrection, granting divine forgiveness to all (Kontakion).

At the Divine Liturgy of Lazarus Saturday the baptismal verse from Galatians: As many as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ (Gal 3.27) replaces the Thrice-holy Hymn thus indicating the resurrectional character of the celebration, and the fact that Lazarus Saturday was once among the few great baptismal days in the Orthodox Church Year.

Because of the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead, Christ was hailed by the masses as the long-expected Messiah-King of Israel. Thus, in fulfillment of the prophecies of the Old Testament, He entered Jerusalem, the City of the King, riding on the colt of an ass (Zech 9.9; Jn 12.12). The crowds greeted Him with branches in their hands and called out to Him with shouts of praise: Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! The Son of David! The King of Israel! Because of this glorification by the people, the priests and scribes were finally driven “to destroy Him, to put Him to death” (Lk 19.47; Jn 11.53, 12.10).

Visible triumphs are few in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ. He preached a kingdom “not of this world.” At His nativity in the flesh there was “no room at the inn.” For nearly thirty years, while He grew “in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2:52), He lived in obscurity as “the son of Mary.” When He appeared from Nazareth to begin His public ministry, one of the first to hear of Him asked: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). In the end He was crucified between two thieves and laid to rest in the tomb of another man.

Two brief days stand out as sharp exceptions to the above—days of clearly observable triumph. These days are known in the Church today as Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday. Together they form a unified liturgical cycle which serves as the passage from the forty days of Great Lent to Holy Week. They are the unique and paradoxical days before the Lord’s Passion. They are days of visible, earthly triumph, of resurrectional and messianic joy in which Christ Himself is a deliberate and active participant. At the same time they are days which point beyond themselves to an ultimate victory and final kingship which Christ will attain not by raising one dead man or entering a particular city, but by His own imminent suffering, death and resurrection.

Lazarus Saturday

In a carefully detailed narrative the Gospel relates how Christ, six days before His own death, and with particular mindfulness of the people “standing by, that they may believe that thou didst send me” (John 11:42), went to His dead friend Lazarus at Bethany outside of Jerusalem. He was aware of the approaching death of Lazarus but deliberately delayed His coming, saying to His disciples at the news of His friend’s death: “For your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe” (John 11:14).

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus was already dead four days. This fact is repeatedly emphasized by the Gospel narrative and the liturgical hymns of the feast. The four-day burial underscores the horrible reality of death. Man, created by God in His own image and likeness, is a spiritual-material being, a unity of soul and body. Death is destruction; it is the separation of soul and body. The soul without the body is a ghost, as one Orthodox theologian puts it, and the body without the soul is a decaying corpse. “I weep and I wail, when I think upon death, and behold our beauty, fashioned after the image of God, lying in the tomb dishonored, disfigured, bereft of form.” This is a hymn of Saint John of Damascus sung at the Church’s burial services. This “mystery” of death is the inevitable fate of man fallen from God and blinded by his own prideful pursuits.

With epic simplicity the Gospel records that, on coming to the scene of the horrible end of His friend, “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). At this moment Lazarus, the friend of Christ, stands for all men, and Bethany is the mystical center of the world. Jesus wept as He saw the “very good” creation and its king, man, “made through Him” (John 1:3) to be filled with joy, life and light, now a burial ground in which man is sealed up in a tomb outside the city, removed from the fullness of life for which he was created, and decomposing in darkness, despair and death. Again as the Gospel says, the people were hesitant to open the tomb, for “by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days” (John 11:39).

When the stone was removed from the tomb, Jesus prayed to His Father and then cried with a loud voice: “Lazarus, come out.” The icon of the feast shows the particular moment when Lazarus appears at the entrance to the tomb. He is still wrapped in his grave clothes and his friends, who are holding their noses because of the stench of his decaying body, must unwrap him. In everything stress is laid on the audible, the visible and the tangible. Christ presents the world with this observable fact: on the eve of His own suffering and death He raises a man dead four days! The people were astonished. Many immediately believed on Jesus and a great crowd began to assemble around Him as the news of the raising of Lazarus spread. The regal entry into Jerusalem followed. Lazarus Saturday is a unique day: on a Saturday a Matins and Divine Liturgy bearing the basic marks of festal, resurrectional services, normally proper to Sundays, are celebrated. Even the baptismal hymn is sung at the Liturgy instead of Holy God: “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.”
THE FEAST OF THE ENTRANCE OF OUR LORD INTO JERUSALEM
On the last Sunday of the Great Lent, the Church remembers the triumphant entrance of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. The day before, on Saturday, is the remembrance of the great miracle which had recently been wrought in Bethany - the resurrection of Lazarus, who had been dead and buried four days in his tomb. Many of the people, having witnessed this miracle, believed in Christ and were awaiting His coming into Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. But the teachers of the Law and the Pharisees wanted to have Jesus killed because they envied Him, and so they gave an order to be told when Jesus would come into Jerusalem. The time of Christ's suffering was nearing. Just six days before Passover, when Mary, the sister of the resurrected Lazarus, poured expensive myrrh on Jesus' feet, some of His disciples were displeased at such waste, thinking that the money from the sale of this myrrh could have been used to help the poor. Knowing what lay in store for Him in Jerusalem, Christ told His disciples that with this anointing His body was being prepared for burial. He spoke at great length about the suffering that was drawing near for Him. Finally Jesus gathered His disciples to go to Jerusalem for the feast of Passover. "When they drew nigh unto Jerusalem and had come to Bethpage unto the Mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto them, 'Go into the village opposite you, and straightway ye shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them unto Me. And if any man say aught unto you, ye shall say, "The Lord hath need of them," and straightway he will send them.' . . . And the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. And they brought the ass and the colt and saddled them with their clothes, and they set Him thereon" (Matt. 21:1-3; 6-7). Coming near Jerusalem, Jesus wept over the city that was doomed to be destroyed for not recognizing the time that God came to save it. Many in Jerusalem found out that Jesus, the one who had resurrected Lazarus-who had been dead four days - was nearing. "And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way, and others cut down branches from the trees and strewed them in the way. And the multitudes that went before, and followed, cried out, saying, 'Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!' And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, 'Who is this?' And the multitude said, 'This is Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.' And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all those who sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers and seats of those who sold doves, and said unto them, 'It is written, "My house shall be called the house of prayer," but ye have made it into a den for thieves' And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple, and He healed them. And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, 'Hosanna to the Son of David,' they were sore displeased, and said unto Him, 'Hearest thou what these say?' and Jesus said unto them 'Yea, have ye never read, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou has perfected praise"?'" (Matt. 21:8-16). In the next days Jesus Christ taught in the temple. He spent the nights outside the city. The chief priests, the teachers of the Law, and the elders of the people looked for an opportunity to kill Him, but they could not because all the people were around Him listening to His teachings.

                      The Entrance of Our Lord into Jerusalem: Palm Sunday 

Palm Sunday is the celebration of the triumphant entrance of Christ into the royal city of Jerusalem. He rode on a colt for which He Himself had sent, and He permitted the people to hail Him publicly as a king. A large crowd met Him in a manner befitting royalty, waving palm branches and placing their garments in His path. They greeted Him with these words: "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel! (John 12:13).  This day together with the raising of Lazarus are signs pointing beyond themselves to the mighty !eeds and events which consummate Christ's earthly ministry. The time of fulfillment was at hand. Christ's raising of Lazarus points to the destruction of death and the joy of resurrection which will be accessible to all through His own death and resurrection. His entrance into Jerusalem is a fulfillment of the messianic prophecies about the king who will enter his holy city to establish a final kingdom. "Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, and on a colt, the foal of an ass" (Zech 9:9).  Finally, the events of these triumphant two days are but the passage to Holy Week: the "hour" of suffering and death for which Christ came. Thus the triumph in a earthly sense is extremely short-lived. Jesus enters openly into the midst of His enemies, publicly saying and doing those things which most. enrage them. The people themselves will soon reject' Him. They misread His brief earthly triumph as a sign of something else: His emergence as a political. messiah who will lead them to the glories of an earthly kingdom. 


                                             Our Pledge

The liturgy of the Church is more than meditation or praise concerning past events. It communicates to us the eternal presence and power of the events being celebrated and makes us participants in those events. Thus the services of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday bring us to our own moment of life and death and entrance into the Kingdom of God: a Kingdom not of this world, a Kingdom accessible in the Church through repentance and baptism. On Palm Sunday palm and willow branches are blessed in the Church. We take them in order to raise them up and greet the King and Ruler of our life: Jesus Christ. We take them in order to reaffirm our baptismal pledges. As the One who raised Lazarus and entered Jerusalem to go to His voluntary Passion stands in our midst, we are faced with the same question addressed to us at baptism: "Do you accept Christ?" We give our answer by daring to take the branch and raise it up: "I accept Him as King and God!"  Thus, on the eve of Christ's Passion, in the /celebration of the joyful cycle of the triumphant days of Lazarus Saturday and Palm Sunday, we reunite ourselves to Christ, affirm His Lordship lover the totality of our life and express our :readiness to follow Him to His Kingdom: ... that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if possible 1 may attain the resurrection from the dead (Philippians 3:10-11).
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

1) The Schedule of Services for Holy Week, Pascha and Bright Week has been emailed out to all parishioners this past week.  Copies are available in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

2) Good Friday Light Lenten Meal (following Vespers at 4:00 PM) FRIDAY APRIL 27
*Following the Vespers Service on Good Friday, there will be a Light Strict Lenten Pot-Luck Dinner in the Parish Fellowship Hall.    If you would like to bring something for the Light Lenten Pot-Luck Dinner on Good Friday, please see the sign-up sheet on the table in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  For more information on how you can help - please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia who are organizing the dinner for us.  


 3) Good Friday-Holy Saturday-Holy Pascha Sign-Up Sheets 
*We will need assistance with the Processions on Good Friday (Vespers and Matins, Holy Saturday Night (Pascha Midnight Service) as well as we will need people to assist with reading the 15 Old Testament Readings at the Vespers and Liturgy on Holy Saturday Morning.  Also, we will need parishioners to assist with Grave Watch on Good Friday and Holy Saturday. If you would like to assist with any of the processions, Grave Watch, or breaking down of the Tomb of Our Lord, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Amil Slaiman or please see the sign-up sheet in the Parish Fellowship Hall.   if anyone would like to read one of the 15 Old Testament Readings on Holy Saturday Morning, please see or contact Reader John. 

4) Parish Paschal Meal Reception (Feast of Holy Pascha April 28)
*Following the Paschal Divine Liturgy and the Blessing of the Paschal Baskets on The Feast of Holy Pascha, we will once again be holding our Annual Parish Paschal Reception in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  As this has become a great tradition in our parish, we look forward to this year’s reception as we come together and celebrate The Resurrection of Our Lord. Let's come together again on the Feast of Feasts and share the Paschal Joy with one another by enjoying Christian Fellowship and delicious foods. If anyone would like to bring something for the Paschal Meal Reception, please see the sign-up sheet on the table in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  For more information on how you can help - please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia who are organizing the dinner for us.  

5) ARCHPASTORAL VISIT OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP MICHAEL
Over the weekend of May 4-5, 2019, His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL will be visiting us by making an Archpastoral Visit to our parish.  He will be here on Bright Saturday May 4 and will be with us for the entire weekend leading us in prayer and fellowship.  Below is a tentative schedule of services/events:
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BRIGHT SATURDAY MAY 4, 2019

COCCNF BRIGHT SATURDAY CELEBRATION 

ST. STEPHEN SERBIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH (177 Weber Road – Lackawanna)

       The Paschal Hours – 9:20 AM

        Paschal Divine Liturgy with Procession around the Church – 9:30 AM

   Festive Paschal Brunch in the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy

Great Vespers– 5:00 PM

· Parish Council Dinner with Archbishop MICHAEL at the Rectory

Hosted by Fr. Jason and Mat. Katia

ST. THOMAS SATURDAY MAY 5, 2019

Church School Children/Teachers meet with His Eminence Archbishop Michael– 9:00 AM     

Entrance, Greeting, Vesting of His Eminence Archbishop MICHAEL 

followed by Divine Liturgy with Procession around the Church – 9:30 AM

**During Vesting of His Eminence, The Third and Sixth Hours will be read**

        Festive Luncheon in the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy

        Annual Church School Easter Egg Hunt on Church/Rectory Property
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ST. THOMAS SUNDAY – SUNDAY MAY 5, 2019 – ST. THOMAS SUNDAY

Immediately following the Festive Parish Luncheon on the Church and Rectory Property!

For all children of our parish and their families!

Let us come together and celebrate the Glorious Feast of the Resurrection of Our Lord and 

St Thomas Sunday by participating in the Divine Services where we will have Archbishop MICHAEL with us and leading us followed by some Christian Fellowship.
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RED PASCHA EGGS

In just one week, we will enter into Holy Week and prepare for the Joyous Celebration of Holy Pascha during which we will be looking for everyone’s help in order to get everything ready and prepared to celebrate The Glorious Feast of Our Lord’s Resurrection.  With that in mind, we will be looking forward to those beautiful Red Eggs from our beloved parishioners. 

As is our custom here at St. George’s we are asking the parishioners to donate the Red Eggs for Holy Pascha.  Please bring your Red Eggs to church on Good Friday or Holy Saturday and place them in the Refrigerator Cooler in the Parish Hall Kitchen so that we can store them until services on Pascha Night, we would very much appreciate it.  

The Red Eggs will be blessed following The Paschal Divine Liturgy and they will be distributed following the Paschal Divine Liturgy and again on Sunday Morning following the Paschal Agape Vespers.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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GRAVE WATCH and PROCESSIONS

As is a pious custom in some Orthodox Parishes, we watch the Grave of Our Lord when the services are not being celebrated; we pray at the Tomb and watch like the soldiers did. With this in mind, if you or your families would like to watch the Grave of Our Lord on either Good Friday or Holy Saturday, please see the Sign-Up Sheet on the Table in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  

We will be having one-hour increments for reading the Psalms on Good Friday and reading the Acts of the Apostles on Holy Saturday. Also, we will need assistance for the Processions on Good Friday and Pascha Night. Please see Fr. Jason if you would like to assist with the Processions. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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THE BLESSING OF PASCHAL BASKETS

As is our custom as Orthodox Christians, we will be blessing Paschal Baskets this year on the Feast of Holy Pascha.

With this in mind, the Blessing of Baskets will take place following the Paschal Divine Liturgy at midnight on April 28.

When we come to church for the Resurrection Services on Holy Saturday Night, 

please bring our baskets with us and place them on the designated tables in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  

Following the Paschal Divine Liturgy, we will process into the Parish Fellowship Hall to have the Service for the Blessing of Baskets. 

If we are unable to be at the Paschal Divine Liturgy and would like to have our Basket blessed, Fr. Jason will also bless baskets following the Paschal Agape Vespers Service on Pascha Morning at 11:00 AM.

++++++++++
** Be sure to check out the Table in the Parish Fellowship Hall for sign-up sheets for Grave Watch on Good Friday and Holy Saturday, Good Friday Pot-Luck Lenten Meal following Vespers on Good Friday, The Paschal Meal following the Paschal Divine Liturgy, along with other announcements for donations towards the Paschal Flowers, Red Eggs, and Pussywillows as well as events within the life of our parish, Diocese, and local church.**

++++++++++
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

· Due to scheduling difficulty, we will are not able to find a make-up date for Justin Huett to be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  With that in mind, if would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 

· GOAL is to have the Directory completed by April!! 

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Collection

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the items in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Barbarba will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

APRIL COLLECTION: 
**Collection Goal is: 35 cans**

This month we are collecting Canned Chicken and Mayonnaise . They can be a variety of flavors. Feel free to bring your donation and place them in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We will also have Canned Chicken and Mayonnaise available for a donation of $1.00/can. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, baby wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to HomeSpace.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections
We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future.

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
  St. George Orthodox Church 

 2019 SCHEDULE OF SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK, PASCHA and BRIGHT WEEK 2019

HOLY WEEK (April 22-28)
Holy Monday
April 22          9:00 A.M.          Pre-sanctified Liturgy

                                                 6:00 P.M.          Bridegroom Matins

Holy Tuesday
April 23          9:00 A.M.          Pre-sanctified Liturgy

                                                 6:00 P.M.          Bridegroom Matins

Holy Wednesday April 24      9:00 A.M.          Pre-sanctified Liturgy



                        6:00 P.M.          Service of Holy Unction 

Holy Thursday
April 25
         9:00 A.M.
          Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
 

                      6:00 P.M.
          Matins with Reading of 12 Passion Gospels
                                                                         *Following Matins, we will set-up the Tomb of Our Lord                                                
Good Friday
April 26        9:00 A.M.           Royal Hours
                                                               *Following Royal Hours, we will decorate the Tomb of Our Lord
                                               4:00 P.M.
         Vespers with Burial Service
                                           *Strict Lenten Pot-Luck Meal following Vespers in Parish Fellowship Hall*




          6:30 P.M.
        Matins with Lamentations and Procession
Holy Saturday
April 27        9:00 A.M.
        Vespers with Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (15 Old Testament Readings) 



                    11:30 P.M.
        Nocturne Service
HOLY PASCHA – THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD – HOLY PASCHA

Sunday          April 28          12:00 A.M.         Procession, Resurrection Matins, Paschal Divine Liturgy
Following The Paschal Divine Liturgy, the Blessing of Paschal Baskets and Foods 

and Paschal Reception will be held in Parish Fellowship Hall.

                                              11:00 A.M.         Paschal Agape Vespers Service, Reading of Gospel in 

                                                                         Various Languages and Procession
*Following The Paschal Agape Vespers Service, 

we will have a Paschal Reception in the Parish Fellowship Hall*
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ILLUMINATE PASCHA 2019
Luminaries for Sale
This year we will once again be selling luminaries that will illumine the path                        around the church for our procession on Holy Saturday Night.                                             You can buy a luminary "For the Health Of" or "In Memory Of" your loved ones                     to remember your family and friends on this joyous night!

Luminaries are $3.00 each, 4 for $10.00, or 10 for $20.00

(All proceeds will benefit the children and programs of our church school)

In addition to being part of this year’s Paschal procession, your loved ones’ names              will also be remembered during the Paschal Divine Liturgy.
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To purchase your luminaries please see Fr. Jason, Mat. Katia, Andrea, or Gretchen
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             In order to fulfill the responsibility of giving back to God a portion of what He has given us, the Parish Council, in response to the decision at the Parish Meeting back in February, is holding a “LIGHT THE CROSS” FUNDRAISER to replace the funds that we borrowed/used from our Capital Improvement Fund.  Beginning on Sunday – March 17 – The First Sunday of Great Lent (The Sunday of Orthodoxy), we will have a “Light The Cross” Fundraising Chart in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Our goal is to replenish the $6, 000.00 that we borrowed/used from our Capital Improvement Fund.   To date, we have $2200.00 donated/collected!  Glory to God!
The cross stands in the midst of our lives not merely to remind men of Christ's redemption and to keep before us the goal of our efforts, but also to be venerated as that reality by which man must live to be saved. "He who does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me" (Mt.10:38). For in the Cross of Christ Crucified lies both "the power of God and the wisdom of God" for those being saved (1 Cor.1:24).

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
HYMN TO THE RESURRECTION: 

Having beheld the Resurrection of Christ, let us worship, the holy Lord Jesus, the only Sinless One! We venerate Thy Cross, O Christ, and Thy Holy Resurrection we praise and glorify; for Thou art our God, and we know no other than Thee; we call on Thy name. Come, all you faithful, let us venerate Christ’s Holy Resurrection! For, behold, through the Cross joy has come into all the world. Let us ever bless the Lord, praising His Resurrection. By enduring the Cross for us, He destroyed death by death!

St. George is Ready to Ride….for Roswell!

This year St. George is fielding a team of riders in the Ride for Roswell, one of the premier fundraisers for Roswell Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.  You can participate by going online to www.rideforroswell.org ,click on “find a team” in the upper right corner next to Login, and type “St. George” in the search bar. Our team – St. Georges Cancer Slayers will come up under search results. On the team page you can elect to join the team as a rider or you can donate to any team member by clicking on their name. If you prefer to write a check, forms are on the bulletin board in the community hall, checks are made out to Roswell Park Alliance Foundation. You can give to Mat. Katia or Boris Kuvshinoff. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What is The Ride For Roswell?

The Ride For Roswell is one of the nation's largest cycling events - a life-changing experience for riders, volunteers and cancer patients who benefit from the funds raised. It's a charity bike ride that brings people together to celebrate survivors, pay tribute to those we've lost and share in the passion that connects us all: finding a cure for cancer. 

The purpose, the passion and the commitment to end cancer once and for all fuels The Ride For Roswell.  For more information about the Ride for Roswell, please go to www.rideforroswell.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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SATURDAY JUNE 22, 2019
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
**PAINT NIGHT FUNDRAISER FOR THE RIDE FOR ROSWELL – SUNDAY JUNE 9** 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH
