ON MONDAY APRIL 23, THE PATRONAL FEAST OF OUR PARISH, WE CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF THE HOLY GREAT MARTYR AND WONDERWORKER GEORGE THE VICTORIOUS
Troparion (Tone 4) 
As Deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, Healer of the infirm, Champion of Kings, Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our soul’s salvation.
Kontakion (Tone 4) 
God raised you as his own gardener, O George, / for you have gathered for yourself the sheaves of virtue. / Having sown in tears, you now reap with joy; / you shed your blood in combat and won Christ as your crown. / Through your intercessions, forgiveness of sins is granted to all.


Holy Great-Martyr George, pray unto God for us!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Sunday April 22, 2018
Sunday of the Myrrhbearing Women/Eve of the Feast of St. George

Matins – 9:00 AM        Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM

Great Vespers – 1:00 PM

Church School and Coffee Hour Fellowship in Parish Hall following Divine Liturgy
Monday April 23, 2018
FEAST OF ST. GEORGE
*Patronal Feast of our Parish*
Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM
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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF PASCHA:

ST. THOMAS SUNDAY

St Thomas Sunday: Antipascha
Some icons depicting this event are inscribed "The Doubting Thomas." This is incorrect. In Greek, the inscription reads, "The Touching of Thomas." The Slavonic inscription is, "The Belief of Thomas." When St Thomas touched the Life-giving side of the Lord, he no longer had any doubts. This day is also known as "Antipascha." This does not mean "opposed to Pascha," but "in place of Pascha." Beginning with this first Sunday after Pascha, the Church dedicates every Sunday of the year to the Lord's Resurrection. Sunday is called "Resurrection" in Russian, and "the Lord's Day" in Greek.

Every day during the week of Easter, called Bright Week by the Church, the paschal services are celebrated in all their splendor. The Easter baptismal procession is repeated daily. The royal gates of the sanctuary remain open. The joy of the Resurrection and the gift of the Kingdom of eternal life continue to abound. Then, at the end of the week, on Saturday evening, the second Sunday after Easter is celebrated in remembrance of the appearance of Christ to the Apostle Thomas "after eight days" (Jn 20:26). 

It is important to note that the number eight has symbolical significance in both Jewish and Christian spiritual tradition. It signifies more than completion and fullness; it signifies the Kingdom of God and the life of the world to come since seven is the number of earthly time. The sabbath, the seventh day, is the blessed day of rest in this world, the final day of the week. The "first day of 
THE PASCHAL GREETINGS OF CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN!

GREETING               RESPONSE

CHRIST IS RISEN!                         INDEED HE IS RISEN!  (English)    

CHRISTOS TENSIOU!                  BAHAKE TENSIOU!      (Eritrean)            

AL MASEEH QAM!                      HAQQAN QAM!            (Arabic)                                             

CHRISTOS ANESTI!                     ALITHOS ANESTI!        (Greek)                         

CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!                VOISTINU VOSKRESE!  (Russian)       

HRISTOS A INVIAT!                     ADEVARAT A INVIAT!     (Romanian)    
CRISTO ESTA RESUCITADO!      EN VERDAD, ESTA RESUCITADO! (Spanish) 

KRISHTI U NGJALL!                     VERTET U NGJALL! (Albanian)    
YESU MASIH ZINDA HO GAYA HAI!        HAANYAQEENAN WOZINDA HO GAYA HAI! (Urdu)
CHRISTOS VOSKRESE!                         VOISTINA VOSKRESE!     (Bulgarian)  

CHRYSTOS UVASKROS!                       SAPRAUDY UVASKROS! (Belarussian)  
KRISTE AGHSDGA!                               CHESMARITAD AGHSDGA!  (Georgian)  
CHRISTOS VOSKRES!                           VOISTINI VOSKRES!     (Ukrainian)

LE CHRIST EST RESURRECTE!                EN VERITE, ILEST RESURRECTE! (French)
HA-MESHIHA QOM!                            BE-EMET QOM!  (Hebrew)
HARISUTOSU FUKKATSU!                   JITSU NI FUKKATSU!  (Japanese) 
CHRISTUS IST AUFERSTANDEN!        WAHRHAFT AUFERSTANDEN! (German)

KRISTO ZMARTWYCKWSTAL!             ZAPRAWDE ZMARTWYCKWSTAL! (Polish)                        

YINQA HRLYSTOS!                                YINQA BEJ!  (Klingon)

KRISTO AMEFUFUKKA!                            KWELI AMEFUFUKKA!  (Swahili)

[image: image3.jpg]}v Destent nfo Hades/»
: L/





My Cup Has Overflowed

I've never made a fortune, 
and it's probably too late now.
But I don't worry about that much, 
I'm happy anyhow.
And as I go along life's way,
I'm reaping better than I sowed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.

Haven't got a lot of riches,
and sometimes the going's tough.
But I've got loving ones all around me,
and that makes me rich enough.
I thank God for his blessings,
and the mercies He's bestowed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.

I remember times when things went wrong,
My faith wore somewhat thin.
But all at once the dark clouds broke,
and the sun peeped through again.
So Lord, help me not to gripe,
about the tough rows I have hoed.
I'm drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.

If God gives me strength and courage,
When the way grows steep and rough.
I'll not ask for other blessings,
I'm already blessed enough.
And may I never be too busy,
to help others bear their loads.
Then I'll keep drinking from my saucer,
'Cause my cup has overflowed.

-- Author Unknown
the week," the day "after Sabbath"; stressed in all of the gospels as the day of Christ's Resurrection (Mk 16:1, Mt 28:1, Lk 24:1, Jn 20:1, 19), is therefore also the eighth day," the day beyond the confines of this world, the day which stands for the life of the world to come, the day of the eternal rest of the Kingdom of God (see Hebrews 4). 

The Sunday after Easter, called the Second Sunday, is thus the eighth day of the paschal celebration, the last day of Bright Week. It is therefore called the Antipascha, and it was only on this day in the early church that the newly-baptized Christians removed their robes and entered once again into the life of this world. 

In the Church services the stress is on the Apostle Thomas' vision of Christ and the significance of the day comes to us in the words of the gospel: 
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side; do not be faithless, but believing." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe" (John 20:27-29).
We have not seen Christ with our physical eyes nor touched his risen body with our physical hands, yet in the Holy Spirit we have seen and touched and tasted the Word of Life (1 Jn 1:1-4), and so we believe. At each of the daily services until Ascension Day we sing the Easter Troparion. At each of the Sunday services beginning with Antipascha, we sing the Easter canon and hymns, and repeat the celebration of the "first day of the week" on which Christ rose from the dead. At all of the liturgies the epistle readings are taken from the Book of Acts telling us of the first Christians who lived in communion with the Risen Lord. All of the gospel readings are taken from the Gospel of St John, considered by many to be a gospel written particularly for those who are newly-baptized into the new life of the Kingdom of God through death and new birth in Christ, in the name of the Holy Trinity. The reason for this opinion is that all of the "signs" -- as the miracles in St John's Gospel are called -- deal with sacramental themes involving water: wine and bread. Thus, each of the Sundays after Thomas Sunday with the exception of the third, is dedicated to the memory of one of these "signs."
THE DAY OF REJOICING: RADONITSA

On Tuesday of St Thomas week we remember those Orthodox Christians from all ages who have died in faith, and in the hope of resurrection. 

There are indications of this commemoration in the sermons of the Fathers of the Church. St John Chrysostom, for example, mentions it in his homily "On the Cemetery and the Cross." 

In pre-Revolutionary Russia bars remained closed and alcoholic beverages were not sold until this Day of Rejoicing so that the joy people felt would be because of the Resurrection, and not an artificial joy brought on by alcohol. 
Today the Church remembers its faithful members at Liturgy, and kollyva is offered in remembrance of those who have fallen asleep. Priests visit cemeteries to bless the graves of Orthodox Christians, and to share the paschal joy with the departed. It is also customary to give alms to the poor on this day.
          +++++++++++++++++++++
OUR SINCERE AND HEARTFELT THANK YOU
We would like to express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Reader John Kirwan and the entire choir for their tireless efforts with coming to rehearsals, singing the responses during Great Lent, Holy Week and Pascha and for bringing joy, peace and beauty to the Divine Services. Also, we express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone who helped out with the flowers and for those who helped out with breaking down the Tomb of Our Lord and setting the church back up.  We also express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to our wonderful Altar Servers for their attentiveness and great assistance during the Divine Services.  We also express our thanks and appreciation to everyone who assisted with preparing the grounds, the church, and Parish Hall for the Paschal Celebration. We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone who assisted with the Good Friday Lenten Meal as well as with the Paschal Meal. We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to our Sisterhood of St. George for providing a delicious brunch for us and our brothers and sisters in Christ on Bright Saturday as well as for providing delicious desserts for our festive luncheon on St. Thomas Sunday.  We thank everyone who assisted in one way or another with preparing our church and Parish Hall for Bright Saturday and St. Thomas Sunday. And we thank all of you for your efforts and for all that you did to make our Paschal Celebration one that was filled with great joy, great love, and great beauty!! 
May God Bless All of You!! 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!

