The Sunday of Zacchaeus
February 2
The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how his life was changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the first movement of salvation.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions. 

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation is come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is Tone 1, 3, 5, 7) we sing the Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection “Today salvation has come to the world,” which echoes the Lord’s words to Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

St Zacchaeus is also commemorated on April 20. 

The Great Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
February 2
Today the Church commemorates an important event in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the God-Infant was taken to the Jerusalem Temple, the center of the nation’s religious life. According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the Temple of God for forty days. At the end of this time the mother came to the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb or pigeon to the Lord as a purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, the Mother of God, had no need of purification, since she had given birth to the Source of purity and sanctity without defilement. However, she humbly fulfilled the requirements of the Law. 

At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had been revealed to him that he would not die until he should behold the promised Messiah. By inspiration from above, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought the Infant Jesus to fulfill the Law. 

The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine Child in his arms, and giving thanks to God, he spoke the words repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow Anna the Prophetess, daughter of Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting and prayers night and day. She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the divine Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were looking for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:37-38). In the icon of the Feast she holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.” 

Before Christ was born, righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised Messiah, and awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess Anna, the last righteous people of the Old Testament, were deemed worthy to meet the Savior in the Temple. The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the Christian Church. We have sermons on the Feast by the holy bishops Methodius of Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389), Amphilocius of Iconium (+ 394), Gregory of Nyssa (+ 400), and John Chrysostom (+ 407). Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly until the sixth century. 

In 528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthquake killed many people in Antioch. Other misfortunes followed this one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in Constantinople, carrying off several thousand people each day. During this time of widespread suffering, a solemn prayer service (Litia) for deliverence from evils was celebrated on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, and the plague ceased. In thanksgiving to God, the Church established a more solemn celebration of this Feast. 

Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the seventh century; Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch of Constantinople in the eighth century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessalonica in the ninth century. On this day we also commemorate the icon of the Most Holy Theotokos known as “the Softening of Evil Hearts” or “Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is depicted without Her Child, with seven swords piercing her breast: three from the left side, three from the right, and one from below. A similar icon, “Of the Seven Swords” (August 13) shows three swords on the left side and four from the right. The icon “Simeon’s Prophecy” symbolizes the fulfillment of the prophecy of the righteous Elder Simeon: “a sword shall pierce through your own soul” (Luke 2:35). 

Zacchaeus Sunday

Luke 19:1-10

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

1-10. And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, who was a chief publican, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who He was, and could not for the crowd, because he was of little stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him: for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down: for today I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, He has gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. The Lord seizes the mightiest of the devil’s vessels and destroys his cities. See how the Lord not only makes publicans His disciples, but He even takes prisoner—in order to save him—the chief of publicans, Zacchaeus. No one doubts that a publican is an abomination: how much more so is the chief publican, who is foremost in wickedness? For the publicans derived their living from no other source than the tears of the poor. But even this chief publican is not despised by the Lord. In return only for showing eagerness to see Jesus he receives salvation. He desired to see Jesus, which is why he climbed up into the sycamore tree, but before he had caught sight of Jesus, the Lord had already seen him. In the same manner, the Lord always anticipates us if only He sees that we are willing and eager. When the Lord sees Zacchaeus, He urges him to come down quickly, for He intends to stay at his house. And Zacchaeus was not slow to obey—when Christ commands anything, we must not hesitate—but he came down and received Him joyfully, even though many people murmured.


Let us see how Zacchaeus reaped the benefit of Christ’s entrance into his house. He says, The half of my goods I give to the poor. Do you see his fervor? He began to disburse without stint, not giving just a little, but all that he had. Even what he held back, he held back so that he could give to those whom he had wronged. From this we learn that there is no benefit at all to a man who gives alms to others of money he has obtained unrighteously and ignores those whom he defrauded in obtaining that money. See what Zacchaeus does with this money: if he defrauded anyone he restores to him fourfold, thus remedying the harm he had done to each man he defrauded. This is true almsgiving. He not only remedies the harm, but he does so with increase. This is in accordance with the law, which commanded that that the thief make fourfold restitution (Ex. 22:1). If we consider well, we see that nothing at all remained of Zacchaeus’ money. Half he gave to the poor, and of the half that remained to him, he gave fourfold to those whom he had wronged. But since the living of the chief publican was derived from fraud and extortion, and since he paid back fourfold all that he had wrongly taken, it follows that he stripped himself of everything he had. From this we see that his thinking goes beyond the prescription of the law, for he had become a disciple of the Gospel, and he loved his neighbor more than himself. And what he promised to do, he did: he did not say, “I shall give half, and I shall restore fourfold,” but instead, Behold, I give and I restore. For he had heard the counsel of Solomon, Say not, Come back another time, tomorrow I will give (Prov. 3:28). 

Christ proclaims to him the good tidings of his salvation. By this house He means Zacchaeus, for the Lord would not call a building without a soul a son of Abraham. It is clear that that the Lord named this living master of the house a son of Abraham, because Zacchaeus was like the patriarch in two respects: he believed and was counted righteous by faith, and with money he was magnanimous and generous to the poor. See that the Lord sys that Zacchaeus is now a son of Abraham, and that in his present behavior the Lord sees the likeness to Abraham. The Lord did not say that Zacchaeus had always been a son of Abraham, but that he is now a son of Abraham. Before, when he was a chief publican and and tax collector, he bore no resemblance to that righteous man, and was not his son. To silence those who were complaining that the Lord went to be the guest of a sinful man, He says, The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. This is the explanation of the literal words; but it is easy to understand these things in another sense as well, for moral benefit. Anyone who is chief among many in wickedness is little in spiritual stature, for flesh and spirit are opposites to one another, and for this reason he cannot see Jesus for the crowd. Crowded in by a multitude of passions and worldly affairs, he is not able to see Jesus acting, moving and walking about. Such a man as this cannot recognize Christian acts for what they are—Christ acting and moving in us. But such a man, who never sees Jesus passing by and cannot perceive Christ in Christian acts, will sometimes change from negligence and come to his senses. Then he will climb up to the top of the sycamore-fig, passing by every pleasure and sweetness, as signified by the figs, and counting them as foolish and dead. Becoming higher than he was and making ascents in his heart (Ps. 83:6), he is seen by Jesus and can see Jesus, and the Lord says to him, Make haste, and come down, which means, “Through repentance you have ascended to a higher life; come down now through humility lest pride and high mindedness make you fall. Make haste, and humble yourself. If you humble yourself, I must abide at your house, for it is necessary that I abide in the house of a humble man. Upon whom shall I look, if not upon him who is humble and meek, who trembles at My words? (Is. 66:2) Such a man gives half of his goods to the destitute demons. For our substance is twofold: flesh and spirit. The righteous man imparts all his fleshly substance to the truly poor, the demons who are destitute of everything good. But he does not let go of his spiritual substance, for as the Lord likewise said to the devil concerning Job, Behold, I give into thine hand all that he has, but touch not his soul (Job 1:12). And if he has taken any thing from any man by false accusation, he restores it to him fourfold. This suggests that if a man repents and follows a path that is opposite to his former way of wickedness, he heals his former sins through the four virtues (courage, prudence, righteousness, and self-control), and thus receives salvation and is called  a son of Abraham. Like Abraham, he also goes out of his land and out of his kinship with his former wickedness and out of the house of his father (Gen. 12:1), meaning, he comes out from his old self and rejects his former condition. He himself was the house of his father, the devil. Therefore, when he went out of the house of his father, that is, when he went out of himself and changed, he found salvation, as did Abraham. 

FEBRUARY 9, 2020 – ORTHODOX SCOUT SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 9, 2020
Each year we come to this Sunday in February to celebrate Scouting in our communities. Throughout our country we will join in recognizing the contributions they have all made to our churches and various institutions through their hard work, dedication to duty and love of country and Faith. They have a comradery not found in any other organization. This idea of fellowship in Faith, love and respect for others is the guiding principle that makes their work so beneficial and important.
Today I address not only our Scouting Youth and Leaders who are before you, but I also address the Families, parents and children in attendance who do not yet know the values that Scouting offers.
We live in an age where it is becoming increasingly difficult to find a harmonious existence with others. Some are quick to judge those not like themselves and others simply want to avoid contact as much as they can. Neither of these options are suitable for a population to coexist. There must be an effort made to not only coexist, but to communicate with and learn from each other so that as a society we can all improve our way of life and social existence.

As our children grow, parents all ponder many questions about their future. Every effort is made to protect them from harmful situations. We all hope they will have a life more fulfilling than our own. In our pursuit for our children we enroll them in various things to aid their maturity and growth. It may be a sports team, or social club, or a hobby group of like-minded people. There is no shortage of organizations vying for their attention. These organizations have no respect for your preferences in Faith, in fact, many times practices or even games are scheduled for Sunday mornings; this leaves the parent with a very difficult choice. Sad to say more often than not, it is the church that seems to be left out. Add to this that other families involved in such organizations may have no pious life at all and it is reflected in the way their own children behave at times.
Scouting gives us all of the good behaviors we aspire our children to have, while minimizing the bad ones. In Scouting, all youth are taught the Scout Oath, which ends with this phrase, “To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight.” Each and every Scout lives by this code in every aspect of their life. We can even say, the more involved they are in Scouting, the more likely they are to practice these virtues. Is this not a desire we would want for all young men and women? We can offer it to them with Scouting, BSA.

So today I offer my most heartfelt thanks to the Scouts who work so hard to deliver the good work of Scouting to your community. I extend an invitation to parents of all ages, and grandparents as well, to get involved in Scouting. To help improve the life of those you care so much about; whose futures you long to improve, to help them become the fine outstanding citizens we know they are capable of becoming. And to the youth, your future can be even brighter than you know through your participation in Scouting, BSA.
For more information on the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting and the work of scouting got to their website at https://www.eocs.org
God bless our Scouts and Leaders.
Your servant of Servants,

His Eminence Archbishop David
Archbishop of Sitka and Alaska
Episcopal Liaison to the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting

Of What Life Do We Speak?  Four Pillars for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work of the Church

A Guiding Framework for the Orthodox Church in America

His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON

Will Ye Also Go Away?

We live in a death-denying culture. Secularism is an “explanation” of death in terms of life. 

The only world we know is this world, the only life given to us is this life — so thinks a secularist 

— and it is up to us men to make it as meaningful, as rich, as happy as possible. Life ends with death.

All human beings share the common biological state of coming into existence at concept tion and departing this world at death. The time in between these two dramatic moments is what we refer to as “our life,” and it is this brief time which has been given to us to do with as we choose, making use of our 

God-given freedom and our humble obedience to the life-giving commandments. For many human beings, the choice is often understood as a straightforward one:  life, which is to be clung to as desperately as possible, or death, which is to be avoided as long as possible. The whole drama of human existence often unfolds between these two realities of life and death. Christianity offers a more challenging, and yet more hopeful, option: life through death, in which both the beginning and ending reality come together in an incomprehensible, yet ultimately life-giving, manner. “By struggling to find the right relation to suffering , to our own death, we shall simultaneously find God, and not simply find Him, but acquire Him and indeed conquer Him completely.” 

· Archimandrite Aemilianos

It is in reference to this mysterious space between birth and death that Father Alexander presents the following question in will ye also go away? the opening pages of his book, a question which sets the stage  for his discussion and for ours:  Of what life do we speak, what life do we preach, proclaim  and announce when as Christians we confess that Christ  died for the life of the world? What life is both motivation, and the beginning and the goal of Christian mission? Father Alexander’s question still resonates with us today,  perhaps because it contains an echo of all the questions which  Christ Himself posed to His disciples: What would you that I do  for you? Who do men say that I am? Can you drink the cup which I drink? Could you not watch for one hour? Often these questions were asked in moments of tension or confusion at the hard sayings of Christ. When our Lord said that we can have no life in ourselves unless we eat the flesh and drink the blood of  the Son of man, some of the disciples, hearing this, went back, and walked no more with Him. When this happened, the Lord turned to the Twelve and presented yet another question: will ye also go away?

This is not merely a theoretical or rhetorical question but a challenge to those who would follow Christ. The Lord is asking if the Apostles are willing, not only to leave their nets, but to 

follow Him into the new life that He is offering them; whether they are willing to lose their earthly life so that they might gain the life of paradise; whether they will remain in their biological existence which ends in death or follow Him into the resurrection. He is asking whether they are able to confront their own mortality by voluntarily following Him to the Cross and to death. It is Peter who offers an answer in the form of his own question: “ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”

The Apostle is clear: He believes of what life do we speak? in Christ, the Son of the living God, and there is none other to whom he can go to receive the words of eternal life. And yet 

that same Apostle would shortly deny that he even knew this man with a Galilean accent. “Of the rational beings created by Him and honored with the dignity of free-will, some are His friends, others are His true servants, some are worthless, some are completely estranged from God, and others, though feeble creatures, are His opponents.” 

— St. John of the Ladder,

Is this not where we often stand in our own life? Sometimes we are with Peter in his moment of certainty and other times with him in his moment of doubt; sometimes we turn to God with deep prayer and other times we hide away in fear; sometimes we are strong in the practice of the virtues and other times we become enslaved to our own passions. The turmoil taking place in the depths of our heart is also reflected in the world around us, a world that is desperately seeking immortality but 

only ever attaining a false shadow of eternal life, mistaking the pleasures, luxuries, and comforts of this world for eternal joy, consolation, and love. What is our own response to, our own commitment to, our own obedience to, the words of life offered by the Lord? When we are confronted by the deep questions of life — Who am I? — What is the purpose of my existence? — Who is my neighbor? 

— How should I live my life? — Do we run to the One who has the words of eternal life or do we fall back on our own human understanding? Do we have the courage to take up our Cross and follow Christ? Or are we sometimes tempted to also “go away?” To all such questions, Father Alexander suggests, “there exist no answers in the form of practical ‘recipes.’ ‘It all depends’ on thousands of factors and to be sure all faculties of our human intelligence and wisdom, organization and planning, are to be constantly used.” But beyond these faculties, the primary factor that should define us as Christians is “our being will ye also go away? real witnesses to the joy and peace of the Holy Spirit, to that new life of which we are made partakers in the Church.” Our present task is to ask ourselves whether we have become such witnesses in the depth of our hearts, in our families, and in  our communities. Do we see the Church, in the words of Father Alexander, as “the sacrament of the Kingdom not because she possesses divinely instituted acts called ‘sacraments’ but because first of all she is the possibility given to man to see in  and through this world the ‘world to come,’ to see and to ‘live’ it in Christ”?

In the eyes of the world, the worth of a human life is often established by what one has accomplished to further civilization, by what fame one has brought to one’s name, or by what fortune one has amassed. Those of us who have not achieved  such worldly glory may be disappointed when we reflect upon our own life, wondering if we have accomplished anything substantive or worthwhile. This is a false criterion by which to judge ourselves because it takes into account only the outward and visible expressions of a person’s achievements. In his biography of Saint Silouan, Archimandrite Sophrony introduces 

the entire work with the following line: “Outwardly, Blessed Staretz Silouan’s life presents little of interest.” He then quotes the one-paragraph notice from the Monastery Register relating to the life of the Elder and notes: “From ‘born’ to ‘died’ how meagre the picture!” And yet, Father Sophrony went on to compose a 500-page book on the life, teachings, and prayers of this outwardly simple monk who yet contained in himself the grace of the Holy Spirit. In this, Saint Silouan stands as a true image of his Lord, of Whom it was written both that “He had no form or comeliness,  no beauty that we should desire Him”and that “there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be of what life do we speak? written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not  contain the books that should be written.” It can be the same with our life in Christ and our life in the Church. Our earthly  time may slip by quickly hours, days, weeks, and years but we nevertheless can experience the fullness and timelessness of Christ’s love, life, and light within all of those chronological intervals, even as we draw closer to our own death. A typical work week may bring little reward, but in Holy Week, we experience 

something truly eternal, triumphant, and life-giving as we walk with the Lord through His Passion, Crucifixion, and Death, and Burial. And then on Pascha and throughout Bright Week, time is further transfigured as we experience the glory of the single  Eternal Day of Resurrection for eight earthly days. These experiences are available to us at every moment in the Church if we choose, not merely to “not go away,” but to  actively pursue the Lord, to seek out the healing that He offers us, regardless of the difficulties (which are unavoidable) and no matter what the temptations (which are ever present) of a world which seeks to mask the ugliness of death through a false  and superficial façade. To do this, we must lay aside our proud reliance on our own self-determination and strength and place all our trust in God’s divine grace and in the community of the Church. We must, in a word, understand that we are already  dead, having been buried with Christ in baptism. And yet, like Lazarus, we are alive once again, having been raised by Christ. Archimandrite Sophrony once said that there is no occupation or work that debases a man only sin debases a man. He also  said that all human beings are equal because the same life-giving  commandments are given to each of them to fulfill. With these two insights, Father Sophrony points us to a higher criterion for valuing the worth of a human being: a heart which finds rest in, and communion with, Christ in the Holy Spirit. 

*Each week, we will be offering a section from this book as not only a way for us to grow spiritually as individual brothers and sisters Christ but also as a way that we, as a parish, can grow together in fulfilling The Mission of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ by living, proclaiming, sharing, and being The Gospel!
ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH

2 Nottingham Terrace – Buffalo, NY

www.stgeorgebuffalo.com     jvansuch@hotmail.com / 716.875.4222
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

** The following schedule of services and events will be celebrated on a regular basis unless noted in the weekly bulletin and on the parish website:

Tuesday Morning – Daily Matins at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Mornings – Bible Study Class (2x a month) 

Wednesday Evening – Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM                      

                                          Adult Bible Study – 6:30 to 8:00 PM 

Thursday Morning – Akathist Service at 9:00 AM

Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM      Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

Hours at 9:40 AM – Sunday February 2, 2020  

Matins at 9:00 AM --- Sunday February 9, 2020

Hours at 9:40 AM --- Sunday February 16, 2020

General Confession at 9:30 AM – Sunday February 23, 2020
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events and upcoming services and events 

in the life of our parish, please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com  

or visit our website: stgeorgebuffalo.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2019)

PARISH SHUT-INS

Mrs. Diane Salvamoser                                   Reader Victor Shanchuk            Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue                              495 Lafayette Avenue                       189 Tremaine Ave.                                        
Kenmore, NY 14217                                                    Buffalo, NY 14222                        Kenmore, NY 14217                                      
716.875.9503                                                               716.881.3096                                       716.876.6823                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       

274 Wadsworth Ave.                                     3192 Amsdell Road                                    

Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  Hamburg, NY 14075                                  

716.695.3068                                     
Mr. Miro Gergoff                                          Mr. Albert Fadell                               

508 Massachusetts Avenue                            317.376.2562        

Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2020 – PARISH FAMILY NIGHT – FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2020
As a friendly reminder, we will be holding our Parish Family Night THIS FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7 beginning at 6:00 PM with the celebration of Little Compline.  Following Compline, we will gather in the Parish Fellowship Hall for a Movie and Crafts
    

         With that in mind, if anyone is able to bring  fruit, veggies, hummus and pita bread, chips, pretzels or a dessert please let myself or Matushka know as soon as possible. We already have the beverages.  We express our sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone who have donated towards our Parish Family Night.  

       Let us come together as a parish family and enjoy food, fun, learning, and Christian fellowship with one another during this Pre-Lenten Season.  Looking forward to seeing everyone on Friday night:)

 

       Come and enjoy an evening of fun and fellowship with your parish family!!

ST. ANDREW'S CAMP

** Saint Andrew's Camp has released a new promotional video for prospective campers! 
The video can be found here on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/saintandrewsorthodoxcamp/videos/357928144820497/
**Be sure to check it out...you may recognize the priest:)

For more than sixty years, St. Andrew’s Camp has offered the young people of our parishes an incredible summer camping experience. Children and teens have been instructed in prayer and the divine services, the reading of Scripture and the teachings of our Orthodox Church. They have been nourished with the Sacraments of Confession and Holy Communion. They have had fun swimming, horseback riding, playing sports, singing and learning musical instruments, creating in the visual arts, learning to safeguard the planet, and exploring the stars. And they have established friendships that last a lifetime, met their future spouses, and nurtured their vocations to serve the Lord in ministry.

As a token of gratitude for the labors of love extended by the administration and staff, both clergy and laypersons, of St. Andrew’s over the past six decades, it is now time for us to help the Camp in an especially needed way.

Please join us in raising funds for the new multi purpose building which will include new kitchen, dining hall and activities center. The cost of this new building is 

$300,000. To become a reality, the completion and furnishing of this much-needed center will require great generosity of individuals, organizations and parishes. 

You can click on the link below which will take you to the gofundme.com page. 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/st-andrew039s-camp-fundraiser-by-ss-peter-and-paul
As we continue to fulfill the work of Our Lord by living and fulfilling His Gospel Message, let us open our hearts and minds by providing support and assistance to our Diocese, to our children,  by taking a moment to reflect upon what God has given us, and to discern how we might be able to return to God a portion of the blessings we have received.
We extend our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of you and your families for your continued prayers, support and generosity.  
PARISH THEME FOR 2020: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
NEW PARISH DIRECTORY:  If we have not picked up our new Parish Directory and would like one, please see Fr. Jason or Barbara Kuvshinoff.  To ensure that everyone receives a copy of the Parish Directory, we will be mailing them to our parishioners who have not picked one up in church.

2020 PARISH STEWARDSHIP FORM:  If we have not returned our 2020 Parish Stewardship Form, please do so by Sunday December 29, 2019.  If we need  Stewardship Form, please see Fr. Jason or Barbara Kuvshinoff. As we continue to fulfill the work of Our Lord by living and proclaiming the Gospel Message here at St. George's, let us open our hearts and minds and take a moment to reflect upon what God has given us and to discern how we might be able to return to God a portion of the blessings we have received. On behalf of the parish council, we express our most sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to everyone for your continued love, support, and prayers and for all that you do for our parish and for one another and our community in living, proclaiming and being The Gospel of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PARISH LENTEN RETREAT

SATURDAY MARCH 21, 2020
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Full Memorial Panahyda Prayer Service – 9:30 AM

Brunch – 10:30 AM

Session I – 11:00 AM to 12:00 PM

“Our Life in Christ”
Break – 12:00 to 12:30 PM
Session II – 12:30 to 1:30PM

“The Meaning of Prayer”
Great Vespers with 

Procession of Life-Giving Cross of Our Lord – 3:00 PM
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church Lenten Retreat
Saturday, April 4, 2020 from 10:30 AM-2:30 PM. 

The Retreat will take place at the Annunciation Greek Orthodox Family Life Center 
(5992 Genesee Street, Lancaster, NY 14086).

The Retreat, presented by John Fotopoulos and is entitled: THE LAST WEEK OF CHRIST'S LIFE: WHAT HAPPENED, WHY IT HAPPENED, WHAT DOES IT ALL MEAN FOR US? 
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“By reading the Bible you are adding yeast to the dough of your soul and body, which gradually expands and fills the soul until it has thoroughly permeated it and makes it rise with the truth and righteousness of the Gospel.”

+ St. Justin Popovich

Come engage with the Holy Fathers and their commentaries 

as we learn and come to understand The Holy Gospels!

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 PM

(following Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM)

We will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month to read, discuss, and review The Holy Gospels.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on February 12 & 26!

Come Pray with us!     Come Grow with us!

For more information about the life of our parish, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or contact the church office: 716.875.4222

ST. GEORGE BOOK CLUB

“The liturgy of the Eucharist is best understood as a journey or procession. It is the journey of the Church into the dimension of the Kingdom. We use the word 'dimension' because it seems the best way to indicate the manner of our sacramental entrance into the risen life of Christ. Color transparencies 'come alive' when viewed in three dimensions instead of two. The presence of the added dimension allows us to see much better the actual reality of what has been photographed. In very much the same way, though of course any analogy is condemned to fail, our entrance into the presence of Christ is an entrance into a fourth dimension which allows us to see the ultimate reality of life. It is not an escape from the world, rather it is the arrival at a vantage point from which we can see more deeply into the reality of the world.”


An approach to the world and to life that stems from the liturgical experience of the Orthodox Church. Deals with the issues of "secularism" and Christian culture, viewing them from the perspective of the Church as revealed and communicated in its worship and liturgy.
Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sunday February 9 & 23 from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss “For the Life of the World” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann. So bring your tablet, smart phone, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 
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If you would like to order the book, please see or contact Dave and Andrea Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they can order these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God Bless you and keep you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH MEET n GREET
 
SUNDAY MARCH 1, 2020
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
The Hours – 9:10 AM        Divine Liturgy followed by Forgiveness Sunday Vespers – 9:30 AM
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CHEESEFARE SUNDAY POT-LUCK LUNCHEON IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS
Please join us on Sunday March 1 for a Special Lenten Coffee Hour during which we will get to know our parish family a little better as we begin The Great Lenten Season!

Great Food  ~~~~ Great Fellowship ~~~~ Great Fun for All 

Let us come together as a parish family, as brothers and sisters in Christ and enjoy Christian Fellowship as begin The Great Lenten Season!

Please see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil Slaiman, or Mat. Katia if you would like to help out or bring a Lenten (dairy but no meat) covered dish to share with everyone!!  
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