SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN and THE PHARISEE

{Beginning of the Lenten Triodion}
The Sunday after the Sunday of Zacchaeus is devoted to the Publican and the Pharisee. At Vespers the night before, the TRIODION (the liturgical book used in the services of Great Lent) begins.

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee who scrupulously observed the requirements of religion: he prayed, fasted, and contributed money to the Temple. These are very good things, and should be imitated by anyone who loves God. We who may not fulfill these requirements as well as the Pharisee did should not feel entitled to criticize him for being faithful. His sin was in looking down on the Publican and feeling justified because of his external religious observances.

The second man was a Publican, a tax-collector who was despised by the people. He, however, displayed humility, and this humility justified him before God (Luke 18:14).

The lesson to be learned is that we possess neither the Pharisee’s religious piety, nor the Publican’s repentance, through which we can be saved. We are called to see ourselves as we really are in the light of Christ’s teaching, asking Him to be merciful to us, deliver us from sin, and to lead us on the path of salvation. 

Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee

Luke 18:10-14

From the Explanation of the Gospel of St. Luke

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria
10-14. Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus within himself, God, I thank Thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house counted righteous rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted. 

The Lord ceaselessly purges the passion of pride in many ways. This passion, more than any other, disturbs our thoughts, and for this reason the Lord always and everywhere teaches on this subject. Here He is purging the worst form of pride. For there are many offshoots of self-love. Presumption, arrogance, and vainglory all stem from this root. But the most destructive of all these kinds of self-love is pride, for pride is contempt of God. When a man ascribes his accomplishments to himself, and not to God, this is nothing less than denial of God and opposition to Him. Therefore, like enemy to enemy, the Lord opposes this passion which is opposed to Him, and through this parable He promises to heal it. He directs this parable towards those who trust in themselves and who do not attribute everything to God, and who, as a result, despise others. He shows that when righteousness—which is marvelous in every other respect and sets a man close to God—takes pride as its companion, it casts that man into the lowest depths and makes demonic what was God-like just a short time before.

The words of the Pharisee at first resemble the words of a grateful man. For he says, God, I thank Thee. But the words that follow are full of foolishness. He does not say, “that Thou hast made me to depart from extortion and iniquities,” but Instead, “I thank Thee that I am not an extortioner or worker of iniquity.” He attributes this accomplishment to himself, as something done by his own strength. How can a man who knows that what he has, he has received from God, compare other men to himself unfavorably and judge them? Certainly, if a man believed that he had received as a gift good things that in truth belong to God, he would not despise other men. He would instead consider himself just as naked as his fellow men in regards to virtue, except that by the mercy of God his nakedness has been covered with a donated garment. The Pharisee is proud, ascribing his deeds to his own strength, and that is why he proceeds to condemn others. By saying that the Pharisee stood, the Lord indicates his haughtiness and lack of humility. In the same way that a humble-minded man is likewise humble in his demeanor, this Pharisee by his bearing displays his pride. Although it is also said of the publican that he stood, note what follows: he would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, so that he was stooped in posture. But the eyes of the Pharisee, together with his heart, were lifted up to heaven in boastful exaltation. Nevertheless, the manner in which the Pharisee arranged the words of his prayer can still instruct us. First he says what he is not, and then he declares what he is. After stating, God, I thank Thee, that I am not as other men are, pointing to the failings of others, then he declares his good deeds, that he fasts twice a week and gives tithes of all that he possesses. The order of his prayer shows us that we must first refrain from wickedness, and then set our hand to virtue. One must not only turn away from evil, but also do good (Ps. 33:14). It is the same for a man who wants to draw pure water from a muddy spring: only after he has cleaned out the mud can he draw pure water.
Consider this as well: the Pharisee did not say, “I thank Thee that I am not an extortioner or an adulterer, as other men are.” He could not endure even the association of his name with such vile terms, and so he uses them in the plural, casting these terms at other men, and avoiding the singular, which might associate him with sin. Having said, I thank Thee, that I am not as other men are, by contrast he points to himself, saying, I fast twice in the Sabbath, meaning, twice in the week, for the week was called “the Sabbath,” deriving its name from the last day of the week, the day of rest. The day of rest was called Sabbat, and the week was called Sabbata, being the plural form of Sabbat. Whence it is that mian Sabatton is the first day of the week, which we call “the Lord’s Day” (Sunday). Among the Hebrews mian means the same thing as first.

There is also a more profound explanation of this parable. Against the passion of adultery, the Pharisee boasted of his fasting, for lustful desires arise from eating and drinking to excess. By restraining his body through fasting on Mondays and Thursdays, as was the practice of the Pharisees, he kept himself far from such passions. He also resisted extortion and injustice by giving tithes of all his possessions. “I am so opposed to extortion and to wronging others,” he says, “that I give alms of everything I have.” Some believe that a simple and single tithe is prescribed by the law; but those who carefully examine the law will find three forms of tithing prescribed. You may learn this from Deuteronomy if you apply yourself diligently (Dt. 12:11,17).
So much for the Pharisee. Now we turn to the publican and observe that he is the Pharisee’s exact opposite. He stood afar off, and kept himself at a great distance, not only in physical location, but in his demeanor, in his words, and by his compunction of heart. He was ashamed to lift up his eyes to heaven, for he considered his eyes unworthy of heavenly vision because they had desired to see and enjoy the good things of earth. And he smote upon his breast, striking his heart, as it were, because of its evil designs, and awakening it because it had been sleeping. The publican said no other words than, God be merciful to me a sinner. By doing this he went down to his house counted righteous, rather than the other. For every proud heart is unclean in the Lord’s eyes, and the Lord resisteth the proud but He giveth grace to the humble (Prov. 3:34, I Pet. 5:5).

But one might wonder why it is that the Pharisee is condemned for speaking a few boastful words, while Job receives a crown for speaking many such words (Job 29). The answer is that the Pharisee stood and spoke these vain words under no compulsion, and he condemned others for no reason. But with Job, his friends pressed him and bore down upon him more fiercely than did his own calamities, telling him that he was suffering these things because of his sins. Job was compelled to enumerate his good deeds, but he did so for the glory of God, and so that men would not be misled from the path of virtue. For if men came to hear that Job was suffering because what he had done was sinful, they would not act as Job had. As a result they would become haters of strangers instead of hospitable to strangers, merciless instead of merciful, and unrighteous instead of righteous; for such were the good deeds of Job. Therefore Job enumerated his virtues so that others would not be misled and harmed, and this was why he spoke as he did. Shall we not say that his words, which may seem boastful, in fact are radiant with humility? Oh that I were as in months past, he said, wherein God preserved me! (Job 29:2) Do you see that he attributes everything to God and does not judge others? Instead he is judged by his friends. But condemnation rightly falls upon the Pharisee, who attributed everything to himself and not to God, and judged others for no reason whatsoever. For every one that exalteth himself shall be humbled and condemned by God; and he that humbleth himself when he is condemned by others shall be exalted and counted righteous by God. The Lord is saying, “You, 0 Christian, be the first to tell your sins, so that you may be counted righteous.”
A COMMENTARY ON THE SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN and THE PHARISEE

{By: Protopresbyter Thomas Hopko (of Blessed Memory)}

The pre-Lenten season in the Orthodox Church begins with the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee. On this particular Sunday the liturgical book called the Lenten Triodion begins, and this liturgical book would be used in the Orthodox Church all the way through to the celebration of the Lord’s resurrection—the holy Pascha—and then from the holy Pascha—from Easter, the resurrection of Christ—to Pentecost another liturgical book is used.

Now the Lenten Triodion begins with the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee; on this Sunday the Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee is read at the Divine Liturgy and on this Sunday also, at the services of vespers and matins, hymns are sung during the services that relate to this Parable of the Publican and the Pharisee. And this hymnology and these Scripture readings are intended to focus the believers’ minds on the approaching Lenten season that will prepare them for the celebration of the resurrection of Christ, so that the whole journey begins after the reading about the Canaanite woman and Zacchaeus that precedes this Sunday; it begins with the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee. Also on this particular Sunday a penitential hymn is introduced at the Sunday matins service after the reading of the resurrection Gospel—because at every Sunday matins service in the Orthodox Church an account of the Lord’s resurrection from the dead is read, because Sunday is always a celebration of the Lord’s resurrection.

But on the Publican and the Pharisee Sunday, for the first time—and this is sung all the way up until Palm Sunday—you have these particular hymns which are sung at the service. They go like this: “Open to me the doors of repentance, O Life-giver, for my spirit rises early to pray toward your holy temple, bearing the temple of my body all defiled, but in your compassion, purify me by the loving-kindness of your mercy; lead me on the paths of salvation, O mother of God, for I have profaned my soul with shameful sins and have wasted my life in laziness, but by your intercessions deliver me from all impurity. When I think of the many evil things I have done, wretch that I am, I tremble at the fearful day of judgment, but trusting in your loving kindness like David, I cry out to you: have mercy on me, O God, according to your great mercy.”

And these hymns are sung together with Psalm 51, the penitential psalm of David, which is actually read at every single matins service, in every compline service, too, and the third hour service, too, at Orthodox services, Psalm 50 (51), the psalm of David repenting after his sin of murder and adultery when the prophet Nathan rebuked him; that psalm: “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your great mercy, according to the multitude of your tender mercy.” is read daily in the Orthodox Church rule of prayer and it’s read at three of the daily services: third hour, matins, and compline.

Now this Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee we have this parable being read. And I always recall when I was a parish priest how I would discuss this parable with children. Inevitably when you’d ask children about this parable, they would answer something like this: you’d say, “Children, what do you think is the meaning of this parable?” and almost inevitably the child would answer and say, “O Father, the Pharisee thought he was a good guy, but really he was bad, but he didn’t know it, he thought was good, but the tax collector, the Publican, he thought he was bad, but really he was good, he didn’t know he was good, but he thought he was bad.”

And that is a kind of an interpretation that I noticed, that even many adults have when they hear this parable, they think that the Pharisee was really bad and the Publican was really good, and they didn’t know it, but the Publican was humble and therefore God accepted him because he really was a good guy.

But that is not the parable at all; the parable is that this figure symbolizing the Pharisee had done all the external rules of uprightness according to the Law properly: he fasted twice a week, he gave tithes of what he possessed, and that he really kept all the rules. And this was true; he really did keep all the rules: he did it externally correctly. The tax collector, on the other hand, had broken all the rules. In fact, the tax collectors, as we all know, were kind of the paradigmatic sinners at the time of Jesus; they were Jews who betrayed their own people, who worked for the Romans, who extorted money from the people, who collected more money for taxes than they needed to collect, who gave that money to the Roman occupiers and kept the rest for themselves and basically were considered to be very sinful people.

So this tax collector really was a sinner. He did not keep the laws, he did not fast twice a week, he did not give tithes; on the contrary, he stole money. Nevertheless when he came into the temple, he didn’t dare stand up in front, like the Pharisee did; he didn’t dare thank God that he was not like other people, at least that that moment he knew who he was and what he was because he had had a real encounter with God and in that encounter with God he knew his sin and he said, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”

Now Jesus says that when both these men left the temple, it was the Publican who was justified; it was the Publican who was heard and not the Pharisee. And then the interpretation is that if we keep all the rules and boast about it and think that in those rules is our merit, is our religious life, is our standing before God, then we are greatly deluded and we even, if we dare to boast of these things, we are even more deluded.

Now the Pharisee’s problem, so to speak, was he had not really had an encounter with the living God, he had never met the righteous, holy, glorious God, who is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love and mercy. He really thought that by these external regulations and keeping them properly that he was justified before God, but the Lord Jesus said that he was not.

And that Publican, who really was a sinner, it seems clear, had an encounter with the living God. He knew that he was a sinner, and whenever we encounter God we know that we are sinners; whenever we encounter God we know that, however well we keep rules and regulations, that that is not the heart of the matter.

Now the Orthodox Church tradition following the Bible would be very very firm and strong and affirming that the rules have to be kept. Yes, the rules have to be kept: we should fast; we should say prayers three times a day, seven times a day; we should tithe, we should more than tithe; we should give what we can to the poor and the needy; and we should keep vigils and we should watch and we should do the Church services and we should keep doing prostrations and we should be careful of our diet; we should read the Bible—all of these things are essential, they are absolutely essential. They are what prove that we have faith, and they are the ways that we open ourselves to the grace of God and encounter with God. However, as all of the holy Church Fathers and saints teach, these are means to an end; they are not an end in themselves. They are means to an end. Now if we neglect these means, our life really will be sinful, but if we deify these means, idealize these means, think that in these particular actions is lying our whole righteousness, then we are very far from God; we are actually deluded. In fact, some of the Church Fathers would say we are even idolaters because we are worshiping the laws and not the Law giver.

Now no one would justify the behavior of the tax collector; the tax collector has to repent, and it’s very interesting that in this parable we don’t know whether he repents or not. We know that Zacchaeus the tax collector did repent when Jesus came to his house, but we don’t know about this publican. Jesus doesn’t say. He simply said he prayed, “Be merciful to me,” [and] left the temple. Maybe he kept on sinning; how do we know? But in any case at that moment before God, bowing down to the earth in the back of the building, his prayer was heard because his prayer was true. But the Pharisee’s prayer was not even a prayer; it was just a rehearsal of his own righteousness before his own mind.

So as the hymns of the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee say—they say we do not even have the righteousness of the Pharisee and yet we tend still to boast how great we are. And we do sin like the publican, like the tax collector. And especially if we’re Christians we are told, not only not to steal, we are told to share our goods, and if we don’t share our good then we are crooks, we are stealers ourselves according to the sermon on the mountain, so there is a sense in which we have sinned more than the publican, or more gravely at least, being Christians, but do not have that same compunction, that same sense of contrition before God.

And here we know that we cannot pray prayers of contrition; we cannot sing hymns like: “Open to me the doors of repentance. I bear the temple of my body all defiled. I’ve wasted my life in laziness.” We can’t know these kind of things unless we have had an encounter with the living God, though if we have had an encounter with the living God then we will always repent of our sins. We’ll know that we’re creatures; we’ll know that even if we have kept all the rules we are still unworthy servants, and we will know that the rules do not save us. Only God can save us by his grace by faith; yet if we are believers then we will keep the rules, but we will not deify the rules; we will not idealize the rules; we won’t worship the rules or the laws in the place of the one who gives us these rules and these laws.

There is a popular book in Russian Orthodoxy. It was published in 1867 in Russia. It was by a saint named Ignatius Brianchaninov; he was a bishop, and he wrote this book for his fellow monks and nuns because he was terribly worried that the monastic people of his time were deifying and idealizing all the rules, but were not keeping the commandments of the Gospel and were not really living a deep authentic spiritual life, they were just going according to external practices. He said that they were idealizing dried bread and beans and formal readings of prayers and liturgical rituals and so on, and he said the following.

He said, “If we think about the parable of the sower we will understand everything.” He said, “In the parable of the sower, God is giving us his words as seeds, and only he can give them; we have no right, no demand, no deserving that we would have these words; God gives them by sheer grace, just as a gift.” And then he also said, “God gives the growth to these seeds in us. He makes them grow up bearing “the fruit worthy of repentance,” to use John the Baptist’s expression, “the fruit of the holy spirit” as St. Paul said: “love and peace and joy and patience and kindness and goodness and gentleness and self-control.”

So God gives the seeds, and God makes the seeds grow and this St. Ignatius, this bishop, even said, “And the Holy Spirit is like the water that waters these seeds and makes them grow. The Holy Spirit is the power of this growth, and the Holy Spirit is also a gift; it’s also a grace. We can’t force it; we can’t demand the Holy Spirit. God gives it, so God gives his word and his spirit to us.” But then St. Ignatius said, “We have to receive it; we have to accept it.” 

And then he said, “In the parable of the sower we are the earth.” In fact, it’s interesting that the name for man is “earth-man,” Adamach. Adam in the Bible means “earth-creature,” “clay-creature.” St. Paul even said we have our treasure as clay pots, earthen vessels, dirt, mud, clay. You know that’s what we are, but we have to prepare that earth. And so in the parable of the sower, St. Ignatius says, “Where the earth is hard and rocky you’ve got to get rid of the rocks; where there’s weeds and thorns, you’ve got to get rid of them; where the soil is shallow you’ve got to deepen it, you’ve got to cultivate it, you’ve got to put in fertilizer, you’ve got to make it ready to receive the words of God,” and he said, “That is what ascetic practices are, that is what the rules of the law are: fasting, saying prayers, going to church, keeping vigils, doing prostrations, tithing with our money. That is nothing but cultivating the soil.”

And then he went on to say: if a farmer would try to plant a field and just take the seeds and just throw them all over the place without preparing the soil, nothing would grow. Some would be on rocks, some would be in weeds, some would be in thorns, some would be in shallow earth, but nothing would grow. On the other hand, if a farmer just kept cultivating the soil: digging it deepening it, getting rid of the rocks, getting rid of the weeds, getting rid of the thorns, manuring it, making it really fertile, but never put any seeds in it, that man would be insane, too, because nothing would grow.”

So he says, “We must cultivate the earth, and that’s what ascetical practices are, that’s what the rules are. But we must also receive the seeds, we must receive the word of God and the Holy Spirit by grace, otherwise there is nothing.” And so St. Ignatius said, “If a person puts all their righteousness in these external actions—like it seems that the Pharisee did—and thinks that they’re really the spiritual life, well, they are just in the hands of devil.” He said, “On the other hand if people never practice the rules, don’t keep the rules, don’t keep the commandments, don’t read the Bible, don’t say their prayers, don’t go to the Church, don’t share their goods, then they are just given over to the crudest sins and passions: gluttony, pornea, sexual unchastity, greed, anger.” 

So he said, “The narrow path, the royal path, is, yes, to be like that Pharisee and to keep those rules, but to keep those rules with an encounter with the living God, so that those rules open us to the grace of God in humility and gratitude and not thanking God [we] were not like other people, but thanking God that he has been gracious to us. And then, when we keep those rules, then the strange thing is, no matter how righteous we are, externally, we will still pray the Publican’s prayer. We will stay pray, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” 

So the pre-Lenten season begins when we meditate [on] this parable of the Publican and the Pharisee. So as the hymns of the Church say, “Let us flee from the boastfulness and the pridefulness of the Pharisee who just kept the rules externally, and let’s learn from the Publican’s tears.” And even the Holy Fathers say, “Without tears, no one can be saved.” But what’s so interesting is that the more righteous, the more holy, the more full of grace, the more the fruit of the Holy Spirit is in a person, the more they repent, the more they weep, and the more they pray the Publican’s prayer: “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.”

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECTS

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need. In continuing with our parish outreach ministry, we will be having an on-going collection throughout the year for the Buffalo City Mission of the following items that they are in most need of:

Diapers  (sizes 1-5)                  Socks (sizes 2-10)          Hair Ties                     Toothbrushes 

Wipes                                        Shampoo                         Body Soap                 Deodorant

Underwear – all sizes             Hairbrushes                     Lotions                       Nail Clippers

Undershirts – all sizes            Hair Combs                      Toothpaste               Feminine Hygiene Products

Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall..  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to the Buffalo City Mission.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the items in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Barbarba will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

FEBRUARY COLLECTION: Gloves, Hats, Scarves, Socks 
**Collection Goal is:___________**

This month we are collecting warm hats, gloves, scarves and socks INSTEAD of canned goods since Hearts has a great need for them in this cold season. They can be new or gently used. Feel free to hang your donation on the "Giving Tree" in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, baby wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to HomeSpace.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Mats for Mission

2nd Tuesday of Every Month

6:30 – 8:00 PM

Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Snacks for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

EVERYONE is welcome! No experience necessary! We will need assistance with sorting the plastic bags by colors and flattening them, cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn” (plastic yarn).

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. 

MONTHLY DINNER AT KEVIN GUEST HOUSE

2nd Wednesday of Every Month

5:30 – 7:30 PM

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM  or Meet at Kevin Guest House at 5:30 PM ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, kindle, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

Our next book will be: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10 and 24 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. Please follow the guidelines for hosting coffee hour which are located in the kitchen in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason,  Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

· We will have a make-up date for Justin Huett to be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  Please make every effort to be present on one of this Sunday to have our photos taken.  If we are unable to be here and would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS

FEBRUARY 2019
   

   24 –    Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)

   25 –   Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

MARCH 2019{Great Lent Begins on MONDAY MARCH 11}

     10 – Daylight Savings Time Begins!

              Youth Sunday

              Cheesefare Sunday/Forgiveness Sunday          
              Forgiveness Sunday Vespers immediately following Divine Liturgy

         Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay 

              Parish Pot-Luck Cheesefare Luncheon/Meet n Greet

   11 –   GREAT LENT BEGINS!!

   13 –   Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM) – Drop Off Only!

   15       Moleben to St. Theodore 6:30 pm 

   16 –    St. Theodore Saturday (Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM followed by blessing of Koliva 

              and Parish Lenten Retreat
   17 –    Annual Sunday of Orthodoxy Church Procession of Icons

              Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour  

  18 –  Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM      

  22 – Parish Outing to Fatima Shrine Stations of the Cross 

  24 – Eve of the Great Feast of The Annunciation of the Theotokos

           Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom with Great Vespers 

             Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)

 25 – The Great Feast of The Annunciation of the Theotokos

             Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great at 9:30 AM

     
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH MEET n GREET
 
SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2019

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
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IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS
Please join us on Sunday March 10 for a Special Lenten Coffee Hour during which we will get to know our parish family a little better as we begin The Great Lenten Season!

Great Food  ~~~~ Great Fellowship ~~~~ Great Fun for All 

Let us come together as a parish family, as brothers and sisters in Christ and enjoy Christian Fellowship as begin The Great Lenten Season!

Please see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil Slaiman, or Mat. Katia if you would like to help out or bring a Lenten (dairy but no meat) covered dish to share with everyone!!  
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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2019 - THE COCCNF SCHEDULE OF GREAT LENTEN VESPERS - 2019

Fulfilling the Gospel through Outreach Ministry

Sunday of Orthodoxy                                          Sunday March 17, 2019

St. George Orthodox Church                                  5:00 PM

2 Nottingham Terrace, Buffalo, NY 


Lou Zagami - IOCC Representative 
St. Gregory Palamas                                             Sunday March 24, 2019

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church                 5:00 PM

146 W Utica St, Buffalo, NY

          TBD
Veneration of the Cross                                       Sunday March 31, 2019

St. Theodore Orthodox Church                              5:00 PM

96 Los Robles Street, Williamsville, NY


Gail Potter – Mats for Mission with Fr. Jason Vansuch

St. John Climacus                                                  Sunday April 7, 2019

Ss. Peter and Paul Orthodox Church                    5:00 PM

45 Ideal Street, Buffalo, NY 

         Cheryl Calire  - St Gianna Pregnancy Outreach Center  with Fr. Christos Christakis
St. Mary of Egypt                                                  Sunday April 14, 2019

St. George Orthodox Church                                 5:00 PM

1073 Saunders Settlement Rd, Niagara Falls, NY


Representative from Immaculata Home(Lockport) with Fr. Vladislav Golic 

Of What Life Do We Speak?  Four Pillars for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work of the Church

A Guiding Framework for the Orthodox Church in America

His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON

The Four Pillars of Our Healing
She spreads her branches in generous growth over all the earth, she extends her abundant streams even further; yet one is the head-spring, one the source, one the Mother who is prolific in her offspring, generation after generation; of her womb are we born, of her milk are we fed, from her Spirit our souls draw their life-breath. The spouse of Christ cannot be defiled, she is inviolate and chaste; she knows one home alone, in all modestly she keeps faithfully to one chamber. It is she who seals for the kingdom the sons she has borne. Whoever breaks with the Church and enters on an adulterous union, cuts himself off from the promises made to the Church... You cannot have God for your Father if you no longer have the Church for your mother. —St. Cyprian of Carthage (On the Church,5–6)
The church is often portrayed iconographically and liturgically as a ship. Christ holds the rudder and the breath of the Holy Spirit fills the sails as the ship sets a course for the Father’s Heavenly Kingdom. But we are not merely passengers “along for the ride.” Our life on the ship is not simply a passive one, but rather an active participation that extends beyond the few hours a week that we spend in the Church temple or in our icon corner. We are called to a new life in the Church and this requires a radical transformation and a willingness to devote our every breath to sailing on that ship through both calm and choppy waters. This transformation is a living participation in which we are called to unity, to sanctity, to conciliarity, and to apostolic ministry in the Name of Christ. These are the means by which we truly be-come members, not of an organization, but of a body: the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church, whose head is Christ.
O Thou Who, in that nature taken upon Thyself, didst accept Thy life-creating and saving Passion, the Cross, the nails, the spear, and death: do Thou mortify all the soul-corrupting passions of my body. If the Christian Church is the Body of Christ, then she is, indeed, one and “breathes with one breath.”1 In the same way, all of the members of the body ought to live, move, and have their being within that same breath. But to breathe in this way requires that we ourselves enter into union with the Archetype, Jesus Christ. As we enter into union with Him, we are drawn into communion with one another, just as Christ, through the Cross draws together the four corners of the world: “And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto myself.”2 Our life has no meaning outside of Christ, and we remain outside of Christ if we do not take up the Cross to make Him the beginning, the middle, and the end of our existence.
Thou Who by Thy life-creating Resurrection on the third day didst raise our fallen first parent: raise me up who have slipped down into sin, and set before me the ways of repentance. The Church is also holy and her members can partake of that holiness through the sanctification offered by Christ through the Resurrection. However, our partaking of this gift requires that we exercise good stewardship of the great blessings bestowed on us by the Church through the holy mysteries: baptism and chrismation, confession and holy unction, marriage and monasticism, among others. The path to sanctification requires work, not only to receive those mysteries, but to allow them to transform who we are as human beings, and to allow that transformation in turn to assist in the transfiguration of creation and the world within which we dwell. Thou Who by Thy glorious Ascension didst deify the flesh that Thou hadst taken upon Thyself and didst honor it by Thy session at the 1 Clement of Alexandria, Stromata 7.6.2 John 12:32. right hand of the Father: by my partaking of Thy holy Mysteries make me worthy of the portion of the saved at Thy right hand. The Church is catholic in that she reflects the unity of the Holy Trinity, three persons in an unconfused and undivided unity. We manifest this catholicity in a personal way by making ourselves worthy of the name of “Christian” through our life of prayer, repentance, and the acquisition of the virtues. We also manifest this catholicity in our efforts to live a genuine life in communion with our neighbors in a spirit of truth and of love. Thou Who by the coming of the Comforter, Thy Spirit, didst make Thy sacred Disciples precious vessels: show me forth also as a receptacle of His coming.
In fulfillment of His promise, the Lord sent the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles, and we participate in this apostolic calling by sharing in their ministry, that is, by sharing the Gospel with the world. But we cannot participate in this sacred work if we do not enter into the labors of purifying our hearts and preparing our entire being to receive the gifts of grace. Our evangelical work has less to do with programs and structures than with our efforts to become images of Christ and vessels of the Holy Spirit. These are the eternal and unchanging marks of the Church, but precisely because they are eternal and unchanging, it may not be evident to us how to incarnate them in our own context. To this end, I am proposing the following Four Pillars — not as replacements for the eternal features of the Church — but as concrete areas in which we, as clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, might apply ourselves so that, in some small way, we might give expression on this continent — even if imperfectly — to the fullness of the Orthodox Christian Faith, incarnated and revealed by Jesus Christ, handed down by the Apostles, and preserved by the witness of the Martyrs and Saints throughout the ages.
This faith and witness are pre-eminently a path towards the healing of broken human beings. If the Church is to be truly prophetic, then she needs to bring those broken human beings (first of all ourselves) to Christ. The Old Testament Prophets and Righteous Ones were sent as Physicians to offer healing to Israel, but they failed in this task because the disease was too great. Christ alone, by becoming man while remaining God, could serve as an effective Physician for humanity. This is the heart of the Divine Liturgy: Christ is offered and received as the “Physician of souls and bodies,” and our participation in the fullness of the sacramental life of the Church is the means by which we participate in this healing. Just as there are four writings from the Holy Evangelists but only one Gospel, so the following Four Pillars have meaning only within the broader context of our common life and healing in Christ and in the Church. They are not precisely defined categories, but rather variations on a single theme: how to live our lives on earth in a manner which helps us to know God, to find healing for ourselves and to uncover the mystery of eternal life with those around us. Neither are the Four Pillars outlined below intended to be exhaustive, but rather to provide some concrete expressions of, and reflections on, our mission as the Orthodox Church in America. They are presented as a frame-work for our Apostolic work and it is my hope that the bishops, clergy and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America will actively participate and collaborate in the filling in of this frame-work through our common efforts and united prayers to build the house of the Lord. •“Yea, O Master, Lord our God, the hope of all the ends of the earth, hear us sinners who make our supplications unto Thee, and send down Thy all-holy and adorable and almighty Spirit, and sanctify this temple and this altar; fill it with light everlasting ; elect it for Thy dwelling place; make it the abode of Thy Glory. Adorn it with Thy divine and celestial gifts. Appoint it for a haven of the tempest-tossed, for a healing of passions, for a refuge of the weak, for an expelling of evil spirits. Let Thy eyes be open upon it day and night, and let Thy ears be heedful of the prayer of those who shall enter it in Thy fear and in devoutness, and shall call upon Thy all-honorable and adorable name; that whatsoever they shall ask of Thee, Thou will hear it in heaven above, and will show mercy and be gracious unto them.” —prayer at the consecration of a church
*Each week, we will be offering a section from this book as not only a way for us to grow spiritually as individual brothers and sisters Christ but also as a way that we, as a parish, can grow together in fulfilling The Mission of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ by living, proclaiming, sharing, and being The Gospel!
