The Sunday of Zacchaeus

The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is also preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great Lent comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful man, and how his life was changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was” (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through Lent towards Pascha. It is the first movement of salvation.

Our lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his. He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone for them. The real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we correct ourselves and try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions. 

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation is come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology at Sunday Matins (when the Tone of the week is Tone 1, 3, 5, 7) we sing the Dismissal Hymn of the Resurrection “Today salvation has come to the world,” which echoes the Lord’s words to Zacchaeus.

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature, therefore we must climb the ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

St Zacchaeus is also commemorated on April 20. 

++++++++++++++++++++

Zacchaeus Sunday

Luke 19:1-10

From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew
by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

1-10. And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, who was a chief publican, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who He was, and could not for the crowd, because he was of little stature. And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him: for He was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down: for today I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received Him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, He has gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 

For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. The Lord seizes the mightiest of the devil’s vessels and destroys his cities. See how the Lord not only makes publicans His disciples, but He even takes prisoner—in order to save him—the chief of publicans, Zacchaeus. No one doubts that a publican is an abomination: how much more so is the chief publican, who is foremost in wickedness? For the publicans derived their living from no other source than the tears of the poor. But even this chief publican is not despised by the Lord. In return only for showing eagerness to see Jesus he receives salvation. He desired to see Jesus, which is why he climbed up into the sycamore tree, but before he had caught sight of Jesus, the Lord had already seen him. In the same manner, the Lord always anticipates us if only He sees that we are willing and eager. When the Lord sees Zacchaeus, He urges him to come down quickly, for He intends to stay at his house. And Zacchaeus was not slow to obey—when Christ commands anything, we must not hesitate—but he came down and received Him joyfully, even though many people murmured.


Let us see how Zacchaeus reaped the benefit of Christ’s entrance into his house. He says, The half of my goods I give to the poor. Do you see his fervor? He began to disburse without stint, not giving just a little, but all that he had. Even what he held back, he held back so that he could give to those whom he had wronged. From this we learn that there is no benefit at all to a man who gives alms to others of money he has obtained unrighteously and ignores those whom he defrauded in obtaining that money. See what Zacchaeus does with this money: if he defrauded anyone he restores to him fourfold, thus remedying the harm he had done to each man he defrauded. This is true almsgiving. He not only remedies the harm, but he does so with increase. This is in accordance with the law, which commanded that that the thief make fourfold restitution (Ex. 22:1). If we consider well, we see that nothing at all remained of Zacchaeus’ money. Half he gave to the poor, and of the half that remained to him, he gave fourfold to those whom he had wronged. But since the living of the chief publican was derived from fraud and extortion, and since he paid back fourfold all that he had wrongly taken, it follows that he stripped himself of everything he had. From this we see that his thinking goes beyond the prescription of the law, for he had become a disciple of the Gospel, and he loved his neighbor more than himself. And what he promised to do, he did: he did not say, “I shall give half, and I shall restore fourfold,” but instead, Behold, I give and I restore. For he had heard the counsel of Solomon, Say not, Come back another time, tomorrow I will give (Prov. 3:28). 

Christ proclaims to him the good tidings of his salvation. By this house He means Zacchaeus, for the Lord would not call a building without a soul a son of Abraham. It is clear that that the Lord named this living master of the house a son of Abraham, because Zacchaeus was like the patriarch in two respects: he believed and was counted righteous by faith, and with money he was magnanimous and generous to the poor. See that the Lord sys that Zacchaeus is now a son of Abraham, and that in his present behavior the Lord sees the likeness to Abraham. The Lord did not say that Zacchaeus had always been a son of Abraham, but that he is now a son of Abraham. Before, when he was a chief publican and and tax collector, he bore no resemblance to that righteous man, and was not his son. To silence those who were complaining that the Lord went to be the guest of a sinful man, He says, The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. This is the explanation of the literal words; but it is easy to understand these things in another sense as well, for moral benefit. Anyone who is chief among many in wickedness is little in spiritual stature, for flesh and spirit are opposites to one another, and for this reason he cannot see Jesus for the crowd. Crowded in by a multitude of passions and worldly affairs, he is not able to see Jesus acting, moving and walking about. Such a man as this cannot recognize Christian acts for what they are—Christ acting and moving in us. But such a man, who never sees Jesus passing by and cannot perceive Christ in Christian acts, will sometimes change from negligence and come to his senses. Then he will climb up to the top of the sycamore-fig, passing by every pleasure and sweetness, as signified by the figs, and counting them as foolish and dead. Becoming higher than he was and making ascents in his heart (Ps. 83:6), he is seen by Jesus and can see Jesus, and the Lord says to him, Make haste, and come down, which means, “Through repentance you have ascended to a higher life; come down now through humility lest pride and high mindedness make you fall. Make haste, and humble yourself. If you humble yourself, I must abide at your house, for it is necessary that I abide in the house of a humble man. Upon whom shall I look, if not upon him who is humble and meek, who trembles at My words? (Is. 66:2) Such a man gives half of his goods to the destitute demons. For our substance is twofold: flesh and spirit. The righteous man imparts all his fleshly substance to the truly poor, the demons who are destitute of everything good. But he does not let go of his spiritual substance, for as the Lord likewise said to the devil concerning Job, Behold, I give into thine hand all that he has, but touch not his soul (Job 1:12). And if he has taken any thing from any man by false accusation, he restores it to him fourfold. This suggests that if a man repents and follows a path that is opposite to his former way of wickedness, he heals his former sins through the four virtues (courage, prudence, righteousness, and self-control), and thus receives salvation and is called  a son of Abraham. Like Abraham, he also goes out of his land and out of his kinship with his former wickedness and out of the house of his father (Gen. 12:1), meaning, he comes out from his old self and rejects his former condition. He himself was the house of his father, the devil. Therefore, when he went out of the house of his father, that is, when he went out of himself and changed, he found salvation, as did Abraham. 
PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECTS

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need. In continuing with our parish outreach ministry, we will be having an on-going collection throughout the year for the Buffalo City Mission of the following items that they are in most need of:

Diapers  (sizes 1-5)                  Socks (sizes 2-10)          Hair Ties                     Toothbrushes 

Wipes                                        Shampoo                         Body Soap                 Deodorant

Underwear – all sizes             Hairbrushes                     Lotions                       Nail Clippers

Undershirts – all sizes            Hair Combs                      Toothpaste               Feminine Hygiene Products
Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall..  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to the Buffalo City Mission.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.

For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the items in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Barbarba will take these items down to the Hearts for Homeless.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.
FEBRUARY COLLECTION: Gloves, Hats, Scarves, Socks 
**Collection Goal is:___________**

This month we are collecting warm hats, gloves, scarves and socks INSTEAD of canned goods since Hearts has a great need for them in this cold season. They can be new or gently used. Feel free to hang your donation on the "Giving Tree" in the Parish Fellowship Hall.
++++++++++++++++++++++++
HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, baby wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Please bring these items to church and place them in the collection bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  Once a month, Fr. Jason will take these items down to HomeSpace.  Thank you for your continued love, generosity and prayerful support. May God continue to richly bless and guide you.
++++++++++++++++++++++++
Mats for Mission

2nd Tuesday of Every Month

6:30 – 8:00 PM

Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Snacks for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

EVERYONE is welcome! No experience necessary! We will need assistance with sorting the plastic bags by colors and flattening them, cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn” (plastic yarn).

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. 

MONTHLY DINNER AT KEVIN GUEST HOUSE

2nd Wednesday of Every Month

5:30 – 7:30 PM

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM  or Meet at Kevin Guest House at 5:30 PM ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, kindle, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

Our next book will be: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting SUNDAY FEBRUARY 10 and 24 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN
If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. Please follow the guidelines for hosting coffee hour which are located in the kitchen in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason,  Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

· We will have a make-up date for Justin Huett to be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  Please make every effort to be present on one of this Sunday to have our photos taken.  If we are unable to be here and would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS

FEBRUARY 2019
   10 –   Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour
             Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Confession)

   12 –   Mats for Mission Outreach Ministry Project (6:30 to 8:00 PM)

   13 –   Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)

   20 –   Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

   24 –    Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)

     

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH MEET n GREET
 
SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2019

FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
 
  [image: image1.jpg]


  

IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS
Please join us on Sunday March 10 for a Special Lenten Coffee Hour during which we will get to know our parish family a little better as we begin The Great Lenten Season!

Great Food  ~~~~ Great Fellowship ~~~~ Great Fun for All 

Let us come together as a parish family, as brothers and sisters in Christ and enjoy Christian Fellowship as begin The Great Lenten Season!

Please see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil Slaiman, or Mat. Katia if you would like to help out or bring a Lenten (dairy but no meat) covered dish to share with everyone!!  
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4) Schedule of The 2019 COCCNF Great Lenten Sunday Vespers Service
    The 2019 Schedule of COCCNF Great Lenten Sunday Vespers Services which will be served on the 5 Sundays of Great Lent beginning at 5:00 PM along with the 2019 Schedule of Services for our parish will be emailed and mailed out to everyone within the next few weeks. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE NEW 2019 COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 

 LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!

BE SURE TO LOOK IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR THE 2019 LITURGICAL WALL CALENDARS!!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Of What Life Do We Speak?  Four Pillars for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work of the Church

A Guiding Framework for the Orthodox Church in America

His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON

Will Ye Also Go Away?

We live in a death-denying culture. Secularism is an “explanation” of death in terms of life. 

The only world we know is this world, the only life given to us is this life — so thinks a secularist 

— and it is up to us men to make it as meaningful, as rich, as happy as possible. Life ends with death.

All human beings share the common biological state of coming into existence at concept tion and departing this world at death. The time in between these two dramatic moments is what we refer to as “our life,” and it is this brief time which has been given to us to do with as we choose, making use of our 

God-given freedom and our humble obedience to the life-giving commandments. For many human beings, the choice is often understood as a straightforward one:  life, which is to be clung to as desperately as possible, or death, which is to be avoided as long as possible. The whole drama of human existence often unfolds between these two realities of life and death. Christianity offers a more challenging, and yet more hopeful, option: life through death, in which both the beginning and ending reality come together in an incomprehensible, yet ultimately life-giving, manner. “By struggling to find the right relation to suffering , to our own death, we shall simultaneously find God, and not simply find Him, but acquire Him and indeed conquer Him completely.” 

· Archimandrite Aemilianos

It is in reference to this mysterious space between birth and death that Father Alexander presents the following question in will ye also go away? the opening pages of his book, a question which sets the stage  for his discussion and for ours:  Of what life do we speak, what life do we preach, proclaim  and announce when as Christians we confess that Christ  died for the life of the world? What life is both motivation, and the beginning and the goal of Christian mission?

Father Alexander’s question still resonates with us today,  perhaps because it contains an echo of all the questions which  Christ Himself posed to His disciples: What would you that I do  for you? Who do men say that I am? Can you drink the cup which I drink? Could you not watch for one hour? Often these questions were asked in moments of tension or confusion at the hard sayings of Christ. When our Lord said that we can have no life in ourselves unless we eat the flesh and drink the blood of 

the Son of man, some of the disciples, hearing this, went back, and walked no more with Him. When this happened, the Lord turned to the Twelve and presented yet another question: will ye also go away?

This is not merely a theoretical or rhetorical question but a challenge to those who would follow Christ. The Lord is asking if the Apostles are willing, not only to leave their nets, but to 

follow Him into the new life that He is offering them; whether they are willing to lose their earthly life so that they might gain the life of paradise; whether they will remain in their biological existence which ends in death or follow Him into the resurrection. He is asking whether they are able to confront their own mortality by voluntarily following Him to the Cross and to death. It is Peter who offers an answer in the form of his own question: “ Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.”

The Apostle is clear: He believes of what life do we speak? in Christ, the Son of the living God, and there is none other to whom he can go to receive the words of eternal life. And yet 

that same Apostle would shortly deny that he even knew this man with a Galilean accent. “Of the rational beings created by Him and honored with the dignity of free-will, some are His friends, others are His true servants, some are worthless, some are completely estranged from God, and others, though feeble creatures, are His opponents.” 

— St. John of the Ladder,

Is this not where we often stand in our own life? Sometimes we are with Peter in his moment of certainty and other times with him in his moment of doubt; sometimes we turn to God with deep prayer and other times we hide away in fear; sometimes we are strong in the practice of the virtues and other times we become enslaved to our own passions. The turmoil taking place in the depths of our heart is also reflected in the world around us, a world that is desperately seeking immortality but 

only ever attaining a false shadow of eternal life, mistaking the pleasures, luxuries, and comforts of this world for eternal joy, consolation, and love. What is our own response to, our own commitment to, our own obedience to, the words of life offered by the Lord? When we are confronted by the deep questions of life — Who am I? — What is the purpose of my existence? — Who is my neighbor? 

— How should I live my life? — Do we run to the One who has the words of eternal life or do we fall back on our own human understanding? Do we have the courage to take up our Cross and follow Christ? Or are we sometimes tempted to also “go away?” To all such questions, Father Alexander suggests, “there exist no answers in the form of practical ‘recipes.’ ‘It all depends’ on thousands of factors and to be sure all faculties of our human intelligence and wisdom, organization and planning, are to be constantly used.” But beyond these faculties, the primary factor that should define us as Christians is “our being will ye also go away? real witnesses to the joy and peace of the Holy Spirit, to that new life of which we are made partakers in the Church.” Our present task is to ask ourselves whether we have become such witnesses in the depth of our hearts, in our families, and in  our communities. Do we see the Church, in the words of Father Alexander, as “the sacrament of the Kingdom not because she possesses divinely instituted acts called ‘sacraments’ but because first of all she is the possibility given to man to see in  and through this world the ‘world to come,’ to see and to ‘live’ it in Christ”?

In the eyes of the world, the worth of a human life is often established by what one has accomplished to further civilization, by what fame one has brought to one’s name, or by what fortune one has amassed. Those of us who have not achieved  such worldly glory may be disappointed when we reflect upon our own life, wondering if we have accomplished anything substantive or worthwhile. This is a false criterion by which to judge ourselves because it takes into account only the outward and visible expressions of a person’s achievements. In his biography of Saint Silouan, Archimandrite Sophrony introduces 

the entire work with the following line: “Outwardly, Blessed Staretz Silouan’s life presents little of interest.” He then quotes the one-paragraph notice from the Monastery Register relating to the life of the Elder and notes: “From ‘born’ to ‘died’ how meagre the picture!” And yet, Father Sophrony went on to compose a 500-page book on the life, teachings, and prayers of this outwardly simple monk who yet contained in himself the grace of the Holy Spirit. In this, Saint Silouan stands as a true image of his Lord, of Whom it was written both that “He had no form or comeliness,  no beauty that we should desire Him”and that “there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be of what life do we speak? written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not  contain the books that should be written.”

It can be the same with our life in Christ and our life in the Church. Our earthly  time may slip by quickly hours, days, weeks, and years but we nevertheless can experience the fullness and timelessness of Christ’s love, life, and light within all of those chronological intervals, even as we draw closer to our own death. A typical work week may bring little reward, but in Holy Week, we experience 

something truly eternal, triumphant, and life-giving as we walk with the Lord through His Passion, Crucifixion, and Death, and Burial. And then on Pascha and throughout Bright Week, time is further transfigured as we experience the glory of the single  Eternal Day of Resurrection for eight earthly days. These experiences are available to us at every moment in the Church if we choose, not merely to “not go away,” but to  actively pursue the Lord, to seek out the healing that He offers us, regardless of the difficulties (which are unavoidable) and no matter what the temptations (which are ever present) of a world which seeks to mask the ugliness of death through a false  and superficial façade. To do this, we must lay aside our proud reliance on our own self-determination and strength and place all our trust in God’s divine grace and in the community of the Church. We must, in a word, understand that we are already  dead, having been buried with Christ in baptism. And yet, like Lazarus, we are alive once again, having been raised by Christ. Archimandrite Sophrony once said that there is no occupation or work that debases a man only sin debases a man. He also  said that all human beings are equal because the same life-giving  commandments are given to each of them to fulfill. With these two insights, Father Sophrony points us to a higher criterion for valuing the worth of a human being: a heart which finds rest in, and communion with, Christ in the Holy Spirit. 

*Each week, we will be offering a section from this book as not only a way for us to grow spiritually as individual brothers and sisters Christ but also as a way that we, as a parish, can grow together in fulfilling The Mission of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ by living, proclaiming, sharing, and being The Gospel!
Scout Sunday: Recognizing our Orthodox Christian Scouts

Sunday, February 10, 2019

Every year since the mid-1940s, religious communities around the US have celebrated “Scout Sunday,” which in 2019 falls on Sunday, February 10.

The Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting [EOCS], which ministers under the aegis of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America, supports Orthodox scouts and units chartered by local parishes in their important work.

“We encourage each of our parishes to actively support the celebration of ‘Scout Sunday’ on February 10,” explained Archpriest Eric G. Tosi, OCA Secretary and Eagle Scout.  “We call on the reverend pastors and faithful of our parishes to support and recognize their youth engaged in parish and neighborhood units.  Integrating a young person’s scouting experience in the fullness of Church life and the Church’s youth ministry programs is a powerful witness to our conviction that ‘Christ is all and in all’ [Colossians 3:11].”

In anticipation of Scout Sunday, His Grace, Bishop David of Sitka and Alaska, the Assembly of Bishop’s Episcopal Liaison to the EOCS, issued the following message.

Scout Sunday Message of His Grace, Bishop David
Episcopal Liaison to the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting
To the Faithful Orthodox Christians and Scouts:

We now observe another Scout Sunday where we pause from our busy routine to remember the many contributions that the Scouting Community has made to make our world a better place to live.  It is fitting that our churches especially remember the Scouts as many of our parishes are home to Scout Troops. Answering the call to have “Duty to God,” our churches are an integral part of what makes Scouting such a valuable institution. Always remembering that “A Scout is Reverent,” these young men and their leaders offer a path to holiness that is grounded in the good works and learned skills that can only be found in Scouting.

I remember my youth and being a part of Troop 19 in Mahaffey, Pennsylvania and how much I gained personally by being a part of that troop. I remember the summers spent at Camp Mountain Run, outside DuBois, Pennsylvania where we honed our skills of living in the woods. Living here in Alaska now, those skills come in very handy some times. There is not a time that goes by when I find the need to tie a knot, or rig a line, or other outdoor activity that I do not harken back to what I learned so long ago. In short, I am a more confident person today thanks to Scouting.

In 1960, the Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas [SCOBA] endorsed Scouting as a viable part of their youth ministry and created the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting. This was the first agency created by SCOBA and presently an agency under the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of America.

The EOCS Executive Board encourages all Orthodox Churches to recognize and celebrate this Scout Sunday on February 10, 2019 even if their church does not sponsor a scout unit. I am sure there are scouts in nearly every parish in the United States. Living in a world that constantly seems to want to attack the family and the ideals of Scouting, either directly or indirectly, I find our Scouting troops to be a good place to support the ideas of reverence and duty to God. Anyone interested in their good work can go to the EOCS website to learn more about Scouting and the Orthodox Church. This year will be the World Scout Jamboree at the Summit Bechtel Reserve in West Virginia from July 23. Once again the EOCS will be sponsoring an Orthodox booth, holding services and meetings with Orthodox scouts from around the country and around the world. I would encourage all Orthodox scouts to attend and be involved at the Jamboree.

Some Scout Sunday Ideas:

· If your parish sponsors a Scout unit have them arrive in full uniform.

· If the church does not have a Scout program, have the Scouts come in uniform. Many priests are aware of Scout Sunday and will discuss Scouting at some point of the service. You can have the uniformed scouts serve at the candle table in the narthex, serve as ushers, pass the collection tray, or serve during the coffee hour.

· Present Eastern Orthodox Religious Scout Awards and/or any other Scout Awards earned.

· Have a Scout display and recruitment.

· Think of sponsoring or establishing a scout unit in your parish.

· Approach a local scout unit and give them ideas for service projects which can benefit your parish and community.

· Look at the many Orthodox scout awards and encourage your scouts to earn them. Scouting has proven to develop stronger Church membership and it is a natural fit. Good scouts make better Church members and good Church members make better scouts.

· Volunteer to assist the local scout troop/pack/crew.

· Take a collection and contribute funds to the EOCS so they can continue their good work. Think about establishing a local EOCS committee so all Orthodox Scouts in the region can gather and support one another.
May the Lord God send His Blessings upon our scouts, our leaders and the many volunteers across the United States of America.
+ David
Bishop of Sitka and Alaska
Episcopal Liaison to the Eastern Orthodox Committee on Scouting

