St. Gregory the Wonderworker – Bishop of Neocaesarea
NOVEMBER 17
Saint Gregory the Wonderworker, Bishop of Neocaesarea, was born in the city of Neocaesarea (northern Asia Minor) into a pagan family. Having received a fine education, from his youth he strived for Truth, but the thinkers of antiquity were not able to quench his thirst for knowledge. Truth was revealed to him only in the Holy Gospel, and the youth became a Christian. 

For the continuation of his studies Saint Gregory went to Alexandria, known then as a center for pagan and Christian learning. The youth, eager for knowledge, went to the Alexandrian Catechetical School, where the presbyter Origen taught. Origen was a famous teacher, possessing a great strength of mind and profound knowledge. Saint Gregory became a student of Origen. Afterwards, the saint wrote about his mentor: “This man received from God a sublime gift, to be an interpreter of the Word of God for people, to apprehend the Word of God, as God Himself did use it, and to explain it to people, insofar as they were able to understand it.” Saint Gregory studied for eight years with Origen, and was baptized by him. 

The ascetic life of Saint Gregory, his continence, purity and lack of covetousness aroused envy among his conceited and sin-loving peers, pagans that they were, and they decided to slander Saint Gregory. Once, when he was conversing with philosophers and teachers in the city square, a notorious harlot came up to him and demanded payment for the sin he had supposedly committed with her. At first Saint Gregory gently remonstrated with her, saying that she perhaps mistook him for someone else. But the profligate woman would not be quieted. He then asked a friend to give her the money. Just as the woman took the unjust payment, she immediately fell to the ground in a demonic fit, and the fraud became evident. Saint Gregory said a prayer over her, and the devil left her. This was the beginning of Saint Gregory’s miracles. 

Having returned to Neocaesarea, the saint fled from the worldly affairs into which influential townsmen persistently sought to push him. He went into the desert, where by fasting and prayer he attained to high spiritual accomplishment and the gifts of clairvoyance and prophecy. Saint Gregory loved life in the wilderness and wanted to remain in solitude until the end of his days, but the Lord willed otherwise. 

The bishop of the Cappadocian city of Amasea, Thedimos, having learned of Saint Gregory’s ascetic life, decided to have him made Bishop of Neocaesarea. But having foreseen in spirit the intent of Bishop Thedimos, the saint hid himself from the messengers of the bishop who were entrusted to find him. Then Bishop Thedimos ordained the absent saint as Bishop of Neocaesarea, beseeching the Lord that He Himself would sanctify the unusual ordination. Saint Gregory perceived the extraordinary event as a manifestation of the will of God and he did not dare to protest. This episode in the life of Saint Gregory was recorded by Saint Gregory of Nyssa (January 10). He relates that Saint Gregory of Neocaesarea received the episcopal dignity only after Bishop Thedimos of Amasea performed all the canonical rites over him. 

During this time, the heresy of Sabellius and Paul of Samosata began to spread. They taught falsely concerning the Holy Trinity. Saint Gregory prayed fervently and diligently imploring God and His most pure Mother to reveal to him the true faith. The All-Holy Virgin Mary appeared to him, radiant like the sun, and with Her was the Apostle John the Theologian dressed in archepiscopal vestments. 

By the command of the Mother of God, the Apostle John taught the saint how to correctly and properly confess the Mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Saint Gregory wrote down everything that Saint John the Theologian revealed to him. The Mystery of the Symbol of the Faith, written down by Saint Gregory of Neocaesarea, is a great divine revelation in the history of the Church. The teaching about the Holy Trinity in Orthodox Theology is based on it. Subsequently it was used by the holy Fathers of the Church: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and Gregory of Nyssa. The Symbol of Saint Gregory of Neocaesarea was later examined and affirmed in the year 325 by the First Ecumenical Council, showing his enduring significance for Orthodoxy. 

Having become a bishop, Saint Gregory set off to Neocaesarea. Along the way from Amasea he expelled devils from a pagan temple, the priest of which he converted to Christ. The convert was witness to still another miracle of the saint, at his word a large stone shifted from its place. 

The preaching of the saint was direct, lively and fruitful. He taught and worked miracles in the name of Christ: he healed the sick, he helped the needy, he settled quarrels and complaints. Two brothers sharing an inheritance were not able to agree over the property of their dead father. There was a large lake over which they argued, for each of the brothers wanted the lake for himself. They both gathered their friends together, and were ready to come to blows. Saint Gregory persuaded them to delay their fight until the following day, and he himself prayed all night long at the shore of the lake which sparked the quarrel. When dawn broke, everyone saw that the lake had dried up or gone underground. Through the intense prayer of the saint, now there was only a stream, and its course defined the boundary line. Another time, during the construction of a church, he commanded a hill to move and make room at the place of the foundation. 

When a persecution against Christians began under the emperor Decius (249-251), Saint Gregory led his flock to a faraway mountain. A certain pagan, knowing about the hiding place of the Christians, informed the persecutors. Soldiers surrounded the mountain. The saint went out into an open place, raised up his hands to heaven and ordered to his deacon to do the same. The soldiers searched the whole mountain, and they went several times right past those praying, but not seeing them, they gave up and went away. In the city they reported that there was nowhere to hide on the mountain: no one was there, and only two trees stood beside each other. The informer was struck with amazement, he repented of his ways and became a fervent Christian. Saint Gregory returned to Neocaesarea after the end of the persecution. By his blessing church Feasts were established in honor of the martyrs who had suffered for Christ. 

By his saintly life, his effective preaching, working of miracles and graced guiding of his flock, the saint steadily increased the number of converts to Christ. When Saint Gregory first ascended his cathedra, there were only seventeen Christians in Neocaesarea. At his death, only seventeen pagans remained in the city. 
The Parable of The Rich Man (Luke 12:16-21)
Becoming “rich toward God”

“Take heed and beware of all covetousness; for a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions”  ﻿(Luke 12:15).

There is hardly a Christian who would disagree with this teaching of the Lord, as expressed in the words above, when it comes to our relationship with the “abundance of our possessions.”  We know that our life does not “consist” in them.  In other words, these very possessions do not, and simply cannot, impart genuine meaning and significance to our lives.  These possessions are external to our inner being; for they cannot define us as human beings made “in the image and likeness of God”—and we can say that without dismissing these possessions as just so much “mammon.”  There are things we need and there are things we enjoy.  Yet, I also cannot but arrive at the inescapable conclusion that even though we know this teaching to be true, we seem to pay such teaching just so much “lip service” because of the extent to which we are enamored and captivated (enslaved?) by “the abundance of our possessions!”  Who is the person that can claim otherwise?

On one level—certainly not the highest!—our lives seem to be a steady progression of accumulating as much as possible, the only limit to this accumulation being imposed on us by the extent of our available resources.  This means that the abundance—or at least the quality—of our possessions will increase as our access to “purchasing power” increases.  (Thus, at Christmas, the extent and quality of the gifts that end up in the hands of children will depend upon the wealth—or lack of wealth—of their parents.  Those who “have” will simply have more once Christmas comes and goes).  As Christians, then, we find ourselves in the awkward position, indicative of a genuine tension, of accepting our Lord’s teaching about the dangers of accumulating possessions as true, and yet unable to arrest the desire and endeavor of adding to this abundance.  The “consumer within” is a driving force indeed!

The Lord reveals His teaching about possessions through the Parable of the Rich Fool in Luke 12:16-21, found immediately after the words cited above.  This parable is relatively short and to-the-point, so I will include it here in order to refresh our familiarity with it.

“﻿The land of a rich man brought forth plentifully; and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’  And he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns, and build larger ones; that there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample good laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, be merry.’  But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you; and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’  So is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

This parable is not only short and to-the-point, but it is almost brutal in its clarity and inescapable truthfulness—one can plan all one wants, but death will cut short the most well-conceived plans with an unexpected finality that makes a mockery of those very plans.  When death comes, the rich man’s wealth is shown to be a worthless form of security for his “soul.”  (This parable always brings to my mind the words of Tevye the dairyman, who mused that the more man plans, the harder God laughs!)  The parable does not make a moral monster of the rich landowner.  There is no hint of his being a particularly sinful person.  Indeed, he is probably quite indicative of his “type”—outwardly, at least, he is decent and a man of status.  And he may have attended his local synagogue with regularity.  It is his preoccupation with “the abundance of his possessions”—“what shall I do” and “I will do this”—that renders him a “fool” in the judgment of God.  He had a preoccupation that was self-centered in its orientation, culminating in a blindness that resulted in forgetfulness of God, instead of pursuing the meaningful task of striving to be “rich toward God.”  As a Jew guided by the Law, he had that opportunity, but squandered it.

His careful plans to build larger barns to accommodate his ever-increasing store of crops had the immediate impact of making life easier and enjoyable—a time to “eat, drink, and be merry.”  This, in turn, was a self-satisfying expansion and investment of his time and energy.  In the process, he pushed the inevitability of his death into a vague and perhaps far-off future.  (The saints teach us that the “remembrance of death” is a key component of our spiritual lives, precisely to protect us from any such foolish forgetfulness).  It is an attitude/temptation as alive today as it was in the time of Christ.  As real as the barns the landowner envisioned may have been, they were equally symbolic of a choice he made with the direction of his life.  And this choice toward wealth proved to be quite costly.  Is this not our present-day “portfolio-building” equivalent to the rich landowner’s building of barns?  Are we more preoccupied with becoming “rich toward God,” or simply with becoming rich in the accumulation of our possessions?  Will we have to suffer with being called a “fool” when that time comes?

Perhaps we can understand the rich landowner’s pursuit of an abundance of possessions as an unconscious strategy toward finding and establishing a sense of security in life.  We are all aware of the fragile nature of our lives, and the threats posed to our security on a host of fronts:  poverty, illness, death itself.  There is nothing quite so reassuring as the feeling of security that would protect us from such threats, while to feel insecurltiy is a cause of great anxiety.  Civilization and technology are built and developed to provide security for human beings in an insecure world.  Thus, we find ourselves facing the same dilemma as the landowner of the parable in our own search for security.  We often turn to the very means that he did in order to build up that ever-shifting sense of security—the accumulation of an “abundance of possessions.”  How ironic, though, that we tend to “secure our security” with the very means that cannot really provide it, while we neglect trying to get “rich toward God,” the only true security!  As the biblical scholar Timothy Luke Johnson wrote, “It is out of deep fear that the acquisitive instinct grows monstrous.  Life seems so frail and contingent that many possessions are required to secure it, even though the possessions are frailer still than the life” (﻿Gospel of Luke, ﻿p. 201).  And, as another biblical scholar, Brendan Byrne, writes with a certain bluntness, “Attachment to wealth is incompatible with living, sharing and celebrating the hospitality of God” (﻿The Hospitality of God, ﻿p. 115). 

The impact of the Parable of the Rich Fool is discovered precisely in the choice between two very different types of “security” with which the parable confronts us—the abundance of our possessions, or being rich toward God.  It seems like a simple choice—especially for Christians—but somehow it ends up being a good deal more complicated.  We need to search our minds and hearts as to why this is true.  Christ did not deliver parables to entertain us with pleasant stories, nor to edify us with a moral story that remains within our “comfort zone.”  The choice with which that parable does confront us demands a response—though it is possible that if we do not have “ears to hear,” we can walk away from the parable with indifference.  (“Let us attend!” always precedes the reading of the Holy Scriptures in liturgical services so as to focus our minds on the appointed readings).  Let us, however, assume that we do have “ears to hear.”  If, then, the parable shakes out the false sense of security that possessions may give us, we then have to reflect deeply on how to become “rich toward God.”  Of course, we must begin by cultivating the gifts of God so graciously bestowed on us—faith, hope and love.  We can direct our prayer towards this.  We need to unhypocritically practice prayer, almsgiving and fasting.  We further immerse ourselves in the “words of the Word”—the Holy Scriptures.  It is essential that we confess our sins, and then wage a “spiritual warfare” against them.  The possibilities within the grace-filled life of the Church are many indeed.  We are neither predestined nor forced to avail ourselves of these possibilities.  We must choose to do so, supported by the grace of God.  This choice may very well determine whether or not, at the end of our lives, we will hear either “Fool!” or “Well-done, good and faithful servant.”  As Jesus often exclaimed, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Finding Copper Pennies

There was a small boy who when walking down the street one day found a bright copper penny. He was so excited that he found money and it didn’t cost him anything. This experience led him to spend the rest of his days walking with his head down, eyes wide open, looking for wealth.

During his lifetime he found 1,296,000,000 pennies, 480 nickels, 1900 dimes, 16.000 quarters, 200 half dollars and thousands of crinkled dollar bills. He accumulated quite a bank account in his lifetime. He prided himself in the fact that he spent his life getting his fortune from nothing.

Yes, the boy now old man, spent his life collecting money for nothing. Except that in his lifetime he missed the breathless beauty of 31,369 sunsets, the colorful splendor of 157 rainbows, the fiery beauty of hundreds of maples nipped by autumn’s frost. He never saw the thousands of white clouds drifting across blue skies, shifting into various wondrous formations. Birds flying, sun shining, and the smiles of a hundreds of thousands people that passed through his life. All of this is not a part of his memory. Nor did this man-boy have any time to build a successful family or circle of true friends. No one cried for him when he passed on, in fact, many were glad to see him leave this world.
_______________________________
THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
We are like stained-glass windows.
We sparkle and shine when the sun is out,
but when the darkness sets in,
our true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Sunday November 24, 2019

On Sunday November 24, following a brief coffee hour, we will be holding our Annual Parish Meeting in the Church to review and discuss the life and mission of our beloved parish of St. George.  As is our custom, all reports will be emailed out and mailed out one week prior to our meeting to give everyone the opportunity ore reading them and reviewing them.  We ask everyone to make every effort to read the reports and come to the meeting with our thoughts, ideas, questions.  So that together, as a parish family, with one voice, one heart, and one mind, we may come together for the building up of The Body of Christ here at our beloved parish of St. George. Looking forward to coming together as a parish family on November 24 to review and discuss the life and mission of our beloved parish of St. George. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the parish council. 
**Beginning in September we have 

the following schedule of services and events on a regular basis:

Tuesday Morning – Daily Matins at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening – Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM                      

 Adult Bible Study – 6:30 to 8:00 PM – Beginning in December 
Thursday Morning – Akathist Service at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Mornings – Bible Study Class (2x a month) – Beginning in December 
Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM      Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

Hours at 9:40 AM –  Sunday November 3 and 17, 2019     

Matins at 9:00 AM --- Sunday November 10, 2019

General Confession at 9:30 AM – Sunday November 24, 2019

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events and upcoming services and events 

in the life of our parish, please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com  

or visit our website: stgeorgebuffalo.com

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
PARISH THEME FOR 2019: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  
Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.
If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2019)

Mrs. Diane Salvamoser                                    Reader Victor Shanchuk            Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue                              495 Lafayette Avenue                     189 Tremaine Ave.                                        
Kenmore, NY 14217                                                    Buffalo, NY 14222                       Kenmore, NY 14217                                      
716.875.9503                                                               716.881.3096                                     716.876.6823                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       

274 Wadsworth Ave.                                     3192 Amsdell Road                                    

Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  Hamburg, NY 14075                                  

716.695.3068                                     
Mr. Miro Gergoff                                          Mr. Albert Fadell                               

508 Massachusetts Avenue                            317.376.2562        

Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD
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A new parish tradition will begin this year with the sending of a Parish Christmas Card. The cost is only $10 per family. The idea of sending a parish Christmas Card is to extend the greetings and prayerful best wishes of The Nativity of Our Lord to our families, friends, and neighbors. 
If we would like to have our name in the Christmas Card, please fill out the form with how we would like our name to appear in the card and hand it in to Amil no later December 8 along with your payment of $10.00. Besides our names, we will also have a Nativity Message and Greeting from our parish family. 
Thank you for your continued generosity and support. 

Looking forward to seeing our Parish Christmas Card bring the joy, love, and peace of The Nativity of Our Lord to everyone! 

May God continue to bless and guide all of you and your family 
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“By reading the Bible you are adding yeast to the dough of your soul and body, which gradually expands and fills the soul until it has thoroughly permeated it and makes it rise with the truth and righteousness of the Gospel.”

+ St. Justin Popovich
Come engage with the Holy Fathers and their commentaries 

as we learn and come to understand The Holy Gospels!
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 AM
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 PM

(following Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM)
Beginning on Wednesday December 4, we will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month to read, discuss, and review The Holy Gospels.
Looking forward to seeing everyone on December 4!
Come Pray with us!     Come Grow with us!
For more information about the life of our parish, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or contact the church office: 716.875.4222
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:                  Greetings to everyone as we begin this Nativity Fast!

Once again, this year, as part of our parish outreach ministry during The Nativity Fast and Christmas Season, we are teaming up with Baker Victory Services to provide Christmas gifts to the Foster Children in their residential homes. This year we are hoping to help 40 kids, spending $50 on each child. There will be opportunities to buy gifts of different amounts so that we can accommodate what people are able to spend. Please look for the Christmas Tree Angels located on the Christmas Tree in the Parish Fellowship Hall. Gifts will be due back by Sunday, December 15th. Please attach the angels to the gifts that you purchase. Thank you. If you have any questions feel free to talk with Andrea at church or email her at ajchmiel@gmail.com. 

We will also be collecting New Pajamas for the patients at Roswell (adult men and women s-m-l/ children boys and girls s-m-l) as part of our care and compassion for the patients as they continue to receive treatment especially during this Christmas Season.  Please bring the pajamas to Church no later than Sunday December 15th and place them in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. If anyone has any questions regarding the pajamas or cookies, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
To top off our parish outreach ministry during this Holy Season, we will be collecting homemade Christmas Cookies to be delivered to Hearts for Homeless for their Annual Christmas Dinner. Please bring the cookies to Church no later than Sunday December 15th and place them in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.
We express our most sincere and heartfelt thanks and appreciation to our entire parish family for your continued love, prayers, support, kindness,  generosity, help, and assistance with and for all that you do for our parish and to assist us in our parish ministry with building up The Body of Christ here at St. George and for making it a spiritual Home where everyone who enters comes to know Christ, love Christ, and live Christ!  Without everyone coming together, we cannot do the work of Our Lord that has been entrusted to us.  For this we are truly grateful and thankful to God for ALL OF YOU!  Our love and faithful dedicated service goes far beyond the walls of our Church....it extends to the greater Buffalo and WNY Community and beyond. On behalf of myself, the parish council, and our entire parish family, I express my gratitude, and heartfelt thanks and appreciation for your continued support and generosity in helping out with the many parish outreach ministry projects that we undertake throughout the year.  Reaching out to these Foster Children, the patients, to those in our community who are in need is just one small way that we can bring the Love, Joy, and Peace of Our Lord's Birth to them through prayer and these Gifts of Love!  Here at St. George Orthodox Church, we truly are : A loving parish family committed to serving Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ through our love and prayers for one another, for the community and for our brothers and sisters throughout the world, and above all for and with our love for The God Who loves us more than we love ourselves!
As always, be assured of my continued love and prayers for all of you, your families, and our beloved parish family.
May God continue to bless and guide all of you and your families and our entire parish family.
Have a good day!  Have a blessed Nativity Fast! May the Joy of The Lord be with all of you!


With Love in Christ,
Fr. Jason 

