The Holy Apostles Erastus, Sosipater (April 28), Olympas (January 4), Rodion (April 8), Quartus and Tertius
NOVEMBER 10
The holy Apostles Erastus, Sosipater (April 28), Olympas (January 4), Rodion (April 8), Quartus and Tertius (October 30) were disciples of Saint Paul. They all lived during the first century. 

The Apostle to the Gentiles speaks of them in the Epistle to the Romans, “And Erastus, the city treasurer, greets you, and Quartus, a brother” (Rom 16: 23).

Saint Sosipater, a native of Achaia, was Bishop of Iconium, where he also died. Saint Paul mentions him in Romans 16:21. 

Saint Olympas was mentioned by the holy Apostle Paul (Rom 16:15). He was also a companion of the Apostle Peter. Saint Rodion (Herodion), was a kinsman of the Apostle Paul (Romans 16:11), and left the bishop’s throne at Patras to go to Rome with the Apostle Peter. Saints Rodion and Olympas were beheaded on the very day and hour when Saint Peter was crucified. 

Saint Quartus endured much suffering for his piety and converted many pagans to Christ, dying peacefully as a bishop in the city of Beirut. 

Saint Tertius is mentioned in the Epistle to the Romans, “I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, salute you in the Lord” (Rom 16:22). Saint Tertius, to whom Saint Paul dictated the Epistle to the Romans, was the second Bishop of Iconium, where also he died. 

The Parable of The Good Samaritan:
Commentary for the 20th  Sunday After Pentecost in the Orthodox Church 

          Luke 10:25-37
The parable of the Good Samaritan is well known to many of us from childhood. It is customary to think that we know it well. But do we? On the face of it, we sort of know it. But really, it is only possible to spiritually know some parable, some teaching of Christ when His words become a rule of life for us.

Christ uttered the parable of the Good Samaritan as an answer to a lawyer's question about what he should do in order to receive eternal life. All Jews knew the answer to this question, which was already given by God in the Old Testament - in the books of Deuteronomy (6:5) and Leviticus (19:18). The answer lies in love toward God and neighbor. Christ makes the lawyer answer his own question aloud. The Saviour confirms the correctness of the answer and adds: This do, and thou shalt live (Luke 10:28).

The lawyer is not satisfied with the answer. He asks: "Who is my neighbor?" At that time, the question arose as to whom one should consider to be a neighbor. The lawyers considered only Jews to be their neighbors; the Pharisees considered as their neighbors only such men who were as righteous as they considered themselves to be, and all others they considered to be sinners (as we saw in the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee), and that is why they did not acknowledge them as neighbors. The Lord Jesus Christ introduced an essential complement to this moral law of the Old Testament. Jesus Christ explains to the scribe just whom one should consider to be one's neighbor by the parable of the Good Samaritan, which the Evangelist Luke has preserved for us:

A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise (Luke 10:30-37).

The Samaritans and Jews were at enmity with one another on the basis of religion. A Samaritan was for a Jew a man unclean and despicable. But the Samaritan knows better that in the performance of works of mercy there is no distinction between men.

According to the Gospel, every man is a "neighbor", irrespective of his race, tribe or convictions. A "neighbor" for is not only our friends; that is, not only a like-minded person, not only a colleague and not only a fellow countryman. A neighbor for us may prove to be also our public, political enemy, our ideological opponent, a man who does not agree with us on religious and other questions, a man who is psychologically and physically alien to us and even offensive.

Every man is a "neighbor" - whether he is one of our own or a stranger. Love for one's "own" must not fill up our whole heart to such an extent that no place remains in it for showing consideration to "strangers". The parable of the Good Samaritan, as also the whole Gospel, erases the boundaries between our notions of who is "near" and who is "far". For God, no one is far. For God, all men are near, all are his precious creations

Few there are who can love everyone equally; but we can engender in our hearts a new consciousness of the absolute value of each human individual. Perhaps it is beyond our strength to love an enemy; but we can look on an enemy through the prism of Divine love. It is entirely within our power to convince ourselves that Christ died on the Cross for him also. Consequently, he, our enemy, is worthy of this! There is something in him worthy of Christ's death. He is not a blank, but God's creature, bearing His image and likeness. God became man so that man might become a god, that is, god-like. God-manhood is the basis of religious life and the basis of the life of the whole world - in as much as man is a microcosm. God Himself is humane; that is why man too must be humane. In men's humaneness, their divine likeness is manifested.

The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us that any human individual, any man - be he sick, poor, a thief, an enemy - is higher in value than an abstract idea of good, an abstract idea of the common, public welfare, an abstract idea of churchliness, generally accepted traditions, regulations and canons.

The parable of the Good Samaritan teaches us a hierarchy of values: man comes first, and the Sabbath second. Public, social and ecclesiastical institutions exist for man, and not the other way round. We, like the Samaritan, must first of all see the man, his status in society notwithstanding, his splendid clothes or pauper's rags notwithstanding.

The Lord gave us the parable of the Good Samaritan in answer to the lawyer's question about what he should do in order to receive eternal life. When Christ answered with the commandment on love, the lawyer again turns to Him with a question: "And who is my neighbor?" This was the question of the minimalist, who wanted to know the minimum that needs to be fulfilled in order to enter into Life. By the parable of the Good Samaritan, Christ shows both the lawyer and us that the question is not correctly put forth. The parable of the Good Samaritan goes further than a teaching on whom to consider our neighbor. It shows us how to become a neighbor ourselves for each man in need of mercy.

The Patristic interpretation of the parable is highly instructive. According to the thought of the Fathers, the man going down from Jerusalem to Jericho is Adam, who in this case represents all mankind. Our primogenitors, who did not stand firm in good and fell into sin, were banished from Paradise, from the "Heavenly Jerusalem", and had to live in the world, where they were forced to contend with various difficulties. The thieves are a symbol of the demonic powers who envied the purity of the first people and pushed them onto the path of sin, depriving our primogenitors of faithfulness to God's will and of life in Paradise.

The wounds are the consequences of sin, which make us spiritually weak. The priest and the Levite represent the law of the Old Testament, given by Moses, and the priesthood of Aaron, which by themselves could not save man.

The Good Samaritan is Jesus Christ, Who gave us the New Testament and the grace of God (the oil and wine in the parable) for the healing of our infirmities. The inn is the Church of God, where we find everything necessary for our recovery. The innkeeper is an image of the Church's pastors and teachers, whom God charged to care for the flock.

The departure of the Samaritan in the morning symbolizes the appearance of Christ after his Resurrection and also His glorious Ascension. The two denarii, given to the innkeeper, are the Divine Revelation, given in Sacred Scripture and Tradition. Finally, the Samaritan's promise to return to the inn for a final reckoning is a prophesy of the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, when to each man will be given according to his works.

Here then is a small portion of the rich content of the parable of the Good Samaritan, which teaches us who our neighbor is and how to become neighbors ourselves for others. Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God (I John 4:7).
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Sunday November 24, 2019

On Sunday November 24, following a brief coffee hour, we will be holding our Annual Parish Meeting in the Church to review and discuss the life and mission of our beloved parish of St. George.  As is our custom, all reports will be emailed out and mailed out one week prior to our meeting to give everyone the opportunity ore reading them and reviewing them.  We ask everyone to make every effort to read the reports and come to the meeting with our thoughts, ideas, questions.  So that together, as a parish family, with one voice, one heart, and one mind, we may come together for the building up of The Body of Christ here at our beloved parish of St. George. Looking forward to coming together as a parish family on November 24 to review and discuss the life and mission of our beloved parish of St. George. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the parish council. 
**Beginning in September we will have 

the following schedule of services and events on a regular basis:

Tuesday Morning – Daily Matins at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Evening – Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM                      

 Adult Bible Study – 6:30 to 8:00 PM – Beginning in December 
Thursday Morning – Akathist Service at 9:00 AM
Wednesday Mornings – Bible Study Class (2x a month) – Beginning in December 
Saturday – Great Vespers at 4:00 PM      Sunday – Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

Hours at 9:40 AM –  Sunday November 3 and 17, 2019     

Matins at 9:00 AM --- Sunday November 10, 2019

General Confession at 9:30 AM – Sunday November 24, 2019

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events and upcoming services and events 

in the life of our parish, please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com  

or visit our website: stgeorgebuffalo.com

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISH THEME FOR 2019: Orthodox Christian Stewardship

Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. A primary goal of Stewardship is to promote spiritual growth and strengthen faith. Becoming a Steward begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. As Stewards, we affirm that every aspect of our lives comes as a gift from Him. Stewardship calls on the faithful to cheerfully offer back to God a portion of the gifts with which they have been blessed. Orthodox Christian Stewardship is a way of life, which acknowledges accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God by teaching and giving examples of a virtuous life to all (St. John Chrysostom). A primary goal of Stewardship is to strengthen our understanding of the teachings and dogmas of The Orthodox Faith through supporting the work of The Church. This can be found in The Divine Services as reiterated by St. John of San Francisco:” The Divine Services in their composition contain all the fullness of the dogmatic teaching of the Church and set forth the path of salvation.” Fulfilling our responsibility of continual learning begins when we believe in God, to whom we give our love, loyalty and trust and act on those beliefs. Through being Stewards of the Gospel and of The Orthodox Church, Education calls on the faithful to cheerfully receive instruction given to the Church by Our Lord, Holy Scripture, The Divine Services, and The Holy Fathers of the Church.  Through Orthodox Christian Stewardship, The Church promotes spiritual growth and strengthened faith and calls on all of us to bring the faith and love of Our Lord to every aspect of our lives as gifts from Him through our time, talents, and treasures. During this year, let us come together as a parish family and recommit ourselves to both spiritual growth of our Life in Christ as well as through Orthodox Christian Stewardship by attending the Divine Services, attending the many opportunities of Education for both Adults and Children through Retreats, gatherings, and fellowship and by supporting our Parish in her many endeavors throiugh which, by the Grace of God, we will bring the light and love of Our Lord to all! 
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes.  Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during the Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  
Please refer to the of our Parish Shut-Ins below.
If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2019)

Mrs. Diane Salvamoser                                    Reader Victor Shanchuk            Mrs. Luba Japadjief                                        
147 West Hazeltine Avenue                              495 Lafayette Avenue                     189 Tremaine Ave.                                        
Kenmore, NY 14217                                                    Buffalo, NY 14222                       Kenmore, NY 14217                                      
716.875.9503                                                               716.881.3096                                     716.876.6823                                                 
Mrs. Catherine Tony                                      Mrs. Mary Massey                                       

274 Wadsworth Ave.                                     3192 Amsdell Road                                    

Tonawanda, NY 14150                                  Hamburg, NY 14075                                  

716.695.3068                                     
Mr. Miro Gergoff                                          Mr. Albert Fadell                               

508 Massachusetts Avenue                            317.376.2562        

Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029   

JOURNEY INTO THE ORTHODOX FAITH: 

Introduction to Orthodox Christianity
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What is Orthodox Christianity all about? How does it differ from other Christian confessions? This Orthodoxy 101 Class will attempt to answer these questions and many more.

Who should attend the Orthodoxy 101 class?

· Interfaith couples. This will help the non-Orthodox person understand more what is going on in our church when they attend.

· Anyone who is considering joining our church. Going forward, this class will be a requirement for those who wish to join our Orthodox faith.

· New converts to Orthodoxy. For those who recently joined our church and who want to know a little bit more about it.

· Anyone who wants to know more about the basics of our faith, or who wants a refresher course in the basics of Orthodoxy is encouraged to attend.

The classes will be part lecture, part discussion, with lots of time for questions and answers. The 8sessions will be done as follows:

Class 7: The Meaning of Holy Icons: Windows into Heaven/The Creed: Symbol of Faith (Wednesday November 20, 2019)

Classes will be held on 8 Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. beginning with Little Compline/Parasklesis at 6:00 PM and will be held at St. George Orthodox Church (2 Nottingham Terrace Buffalo, NY) in the Church or Parish Fellowship Hall. If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Fr. Jason at jvansuch@hotmail.com or 716.875.4222.

COME GROW WITH US!               COME PRAY WITH US!

2019 - THE PASTORAL LETTER FOR THE NATIVITY FAST - 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,    

GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST!              GLORY FOREVER! 

“The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, therefore, the angels of God praise her: Truly this woman is the abode of heaven."

{Kontakion of the Feast of The Entrance of The Theotokos into The Temple}

These beautiful words, the Kontakion of the Feast, are heard at the Divine Liturgy on the Feast of the Entrance of The Theotokos. How prominent it is that we call upon The Mother of God as ‘the most pure Temple of the Savior, the precious Chamber, and sacred Treasure of the Glory of God’.

One may ask, “Why do we even celebrate this Feast?”

The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God's blessing for the human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ.  And this, my dear brothers and sisters, is what we are preparing for as we journey through The Nativity Fast. 

It is with festal celebrations, such as this, that the great acts of salvation are opened to us. In these celebrations, culminating in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the body of Christians is made into the body of Christ. In these celebrations, the Kingdom of God is being proclaimed and revealed. With the proclamation of the Gospel we are given the opportunity to receive the living Word of God which renews and illumines those seeking "to run the race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). 

By embracing this Word we are invited to draw near and receive from the table of the Kingdom the bread of life and the fountain of immortality. 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, let us look to The Mother of God as She enters into the Temple as an Icon of her entering into our Life. Let us look at this Feast as one that provides us with strength, protection, and firm conviction that, YES, “Truly this woman is the abode of heaven."

 As we begin our journey through the Nativity Fast, let us look to The Mother of God for Her protection upon our parish, upon one another, and upon our families and friends and forever beneath her compassion, we may not only continue to proclaim to the world the saving acts of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by fulfilling and proclaiming His Beloved Gospel, but more so, we will LIVE it and GROW with it! 

Let us call upon The Theotokos with the words that we sing in Her honor of This Feast of the Entrance into The Temple:

“The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, therefore, the angels of God praise her: Truly this woman is the abode of heaven."

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, as we begin the Nativity Fast, I humbly ask for your forgiveness if I, as your Spiritual Father, Pastor, and Shepherd, have failed you in any or have sinned against you or caused you to sin. I also ask that we look and seek from one another that forgiveness and love. I encourage all of us to continue our love and support for one another.  I encourage all of us to continue praying for one another. Let us participate in the Spiritual and Liturgical Life of the Church throughout the Nativity Fast by prayer, fasting, attending the services, participating in The Sacraments of Holy Confession and Holy Communion, through the many acts of Charity, as well as the many other ways we can grow in our faith and in our love. For through these efforts on everyone’s part, not only will our beloved parish family continue to grow in faith and in love, but more so we will become what God has intended us to be:  A Thriving and Living Body of Christ proclaiming and living the Gospel of His Beloved Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ!

Let us embrace each other with love.  Let us embrace each other with joy.  Let us come together to proclaim and live this Joyous Message to all. 

May GOD continue to bless and guide you, your families and our entire parish family with the gift of The Holy Spirit!  May He bless all of us with a Blessed, Peaceful, and Holy Nativity Fast.

With Love in Christ,

Fr. Jason

The Nativity Fast – Why We Fast

November 15, marks the beginning of the Nativity Fast (40 days before Christmas). The following article offers some thoughts on the purpose of fasting.

Fasting is not very alive and well in the Christian world. Much of that world has long lost any living connection with the historical memory of Christian fasting. Without the guidance of Tradition, many modern Christians either do not fast, or constantly seek to re-invent the practice, sometimes with unintended consequences.

There are other segments of Christendom who have tiny remnants of the traditional Christian fast, but in the face of a modern world have reduced the tradition to relatively trivial acts of self-denial.

I read recently (though I cannot remember where) that the rejection of Hesychasm was the source of all heresy. In less technical terms we can say that knowing God in truth, participating in His life, union with Him through humility, prayer, love of enemy and repentance before all and for everything, is the purpose of the Christian life. Hesychasm (Greek Hesychia=Silence) is the name applied to the Orthodox tradition of ceaseless prayer and inner stillness.

But these are incorrectly understood if they are separated from knowledge of God and participation in His life, union with Him through humility, prayer, love of enemy and repentance before all and for everything.

And it is the same path of inner knowledge of God (with all its components) that is the proper context of fasting. If we fast but do not forgive our enemies – our fasting is of no use. If we fast and do not find it drawing us into humility – our fasting is of no use. If our fasting does not make us yet more keenly aware of the fact that we are sinful before all and responsible to all then it is of no benefit. If our fasting does not unite us with the life of God – which is meek and lowly – then it is again of no benefit.

Fasting is not dieting. Fasting is not about keeping a Christian version of kosher. Fasting is about hunger and humility (which is increased as we allow ourselves to become weak). Fasting is about allowing our heart to break.

I have seen greater good accomplished in souls through their failure in the fasting season than in the souls of those who “fasted well.” Publicans enter the kingdom of God before Pharisees pretty much every time.

Why do we fast? Perhaps the more germane question is “why do we eat?” Christ quoted Scripture to the evil one and said, “Man does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” We eat as though our life depended on it and it does not. We fast because our life depends on the word of God.

I worked for a couple of years as a hospice chaplain. During that time, daily sitting at the side of the beds of dying patients – I learned a little about how we die. It is a medical fact that many people become “anorexic” before death – that is – they cease to want food. Many times family and even doctors become concerned and force food on a patient who will not survive. Interestingly, it was found that patients who became anorexic had less pain than those who, having become anorexic, were forced to take food. (None of this is about the psychological anorexia that afflicts many of our youth. That is a tragedy)

It is as though at death our bodies have a wisdom we have lacked for most of our lives. It knows that what it needs is not food – but something deeper. The soul seeks and hungers for the living God. The body and its pain become a distraction. And thus in God’s mercy the distraction is reduced.

Christianity as a religion – as a theoretical system of explanations regarding heaven and hell, reward and punishment, is simply Christianity that has been distorted from its true form. Either we know the living God or we have nothing. Either we eat His flesh and drink His blood or we have no life in us. The rejection of Hesychasm is the source of all heresy.

Why do we fast? We fast so that we may live like a dying man – and in dying we can be born to eternal life.
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STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2019
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Please join us on Sunday November 10 as we gather together as a parish family for the Divine Liturgy beginning at 10:00 AM followed by a Parish Luncheon and Presentation on Stewardship as the key to fulfilling The Gospel of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ!

Come and See how we are all called to be Stewards of The Church!

· Stewardship is our active commitment to use all our time, talent and treasure for the benefit of humankind in grateful acknowledgment of Christ's redeeming love. 
· Stewardship is caring for the needs of others. 
· Stewardship is offering one's self to God as He offered Himself to us. 
· Stewardship is what a person does after saying "I Believe . . . ", as proof of that belief. 
· Stewardship is learning how to be a responsible and concerned caretaker of Christ's Church; it is learning how to enjoy Church life and be happy in Church work, for in Her dwells the fullness of the Spirit of God. 
May God continue to bless and guide all of you for your continued love, prayerful support, and generosity!

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Sunday November 10!
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“By reading the Bible you are adding yeast to the dough of your soul and body, which gradually expands and fills the soul until it has thoroughly permeated it and makes it rise with the truth and righteousness of the Gospel.”

+ St. Justin Popovich

Come engage with the Holy Fathers and their commentaries 

as we learn and come to understand The Holy Gospels!

WEDNESDAY MORNINGS AT 10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS AT 6:30 PM

(following Paraklesis Service to the Theotokos at 6:00 PM)

Beginning on Wednesday December 4, we will meet every other Wednesday to read, discuss, and review The Holy Gospels.

Looking forward to seeing everyone on December 4!

Come Pray with us!     Come Grow with us!

For more information about the life of our parish, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or contact the church office: 716.875.4222

