The Theophany of the Lord Jesus Christ
January 6

During the time that John the Forerunner preached on the banks of the Jordan River and baptized people, Jesus Christ reached thirty years of age. He also went from Nazareth to the Jordan River to John to receive baptism from him.

John did not consider himself worthy to baptize Jesus Christ and began to shrink back from Him saying, "I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me?"

But Jesus answering said to Him, "Suffer it to be so now," — that is, do not hold back from me now, "for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness," — to fulfill everything in the Law of God and to set an example for people. Then, John obeyed and baptized Jesus Christ.

Upon completion of the baptism, when Jesus Christ came out of the water, suddenly the heavens were opened over Him; and John saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting upon Him and heard the voice of God the Father from Heaven saying, "This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased."

Then, John was finally convinced that Jesus was the expected Messiah, Son of God, Saviour of the world.

The Baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ is celebrated in the Holy Orthodox Church as one of the great feasts on January 6th. The celebration of the Baptism of the Lord is also called Theophany or the Manifestation of God because at the time of baptism God revealed Himself to people as the Holy Trinity in this way: God the Father spoke from Heaven, the incarnate Son of God was baptized, and the Holy Spirit descended in as a dove. Also, at the time of baptism for the first time, people could see that in the person of Jesus Christ there appeared not only man but also God.

The day before the feast is an established fast day. The same strict fast is observed and the same types of services are celebrated as on the Eve of Christ’s Nativity (Christmas). Because the Saviour by His own baptism sanctified the water, on this feast there is a blessing of water. On the day before, water is blessed in church and on the feast itself — under the open sky, in rivers, lakes, pools and wells. This Blessing of the Waters is often called "The Procession to the Jordan."

++++++++++++++++++++++

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized by the St John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination and the Feast of Lights, since God is Light and has appeared to illumine "those who sat in darkness," and "in the region of the shadow of death" (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace. 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of St Clement of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast. 

There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and St Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany. 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even today. St John of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but "to bury human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify "the nature of water" and to offer us the form and example of Baptism. 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Indivisible. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by reason, and in human terms. 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for "As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ" (Gal 3:27). 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday.

The Synaxis of The Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist St. John 
January 7

In the Orthodox Church it is customary, on the day following the Great Feasts of the Lord and the Mother of God, to remember those saints who participated directly in the sacred event. So, on the day following the Theophany of the Lord, the Church honors the one who participated directly in the Baptism of Christ, placing his own hand upon the head of the Savior. 

Saint John, the holy Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, whom the Lord called the greatest of the prophets, concludes the history of the Old Testament and opens the era of the New Testament. The holy Prophet John bore witness to the Only-Begotten Son of God, incarnate in the flesh. Saint John was accounted worthy to baptize Him in the waters of the Jordan, and he was a witness of the Theophany of the Most Holy Trinity on the day of the Savior’s Baptism. 

The holy Prophet John was related to the Lord on His mother’s side, the son of the Priest Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth. The holy Forerunner, John, was born six months before Christ. The Archangel Gabriel announced his birth in the Temple at Jerusalem, revealing to Zachariah that a son was to be born to him. 

Through the prayers offered beforehand, the child was filled with the Holy Spirit. Saint John prepared himself in the wilds of the desert for his great service by a strict life, by fasting, prayer and sympathy for the fate of God’s people. 

At the age of thirty, he came forth preaching repentance. He appeared on the banks of the Jordan, to prepare the people by his preaching to accept the Savior of the world. In church hymnology, Saint John is called a “bright morning star,” whose gleaming outshone the brilliance of all the other stars, announcing the coming dawn of the day of grace, illumined with the light of the spiritual Sun, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Having baptized the sinless Lamb of God, Saint John soon died a martyr’s death, beheaded by the sword on orders of King Herod at the request of his daughter Salome. (On Saint John the Baptist, see Mt.3:1-16, 11:1-19, 14:1-12; Mark 1:2-8, 6:14-29; Luke 1:5-25, 39-80, 3:1-20, 7:18-35, 9:7-9; John 1:19-34, 3:22-26). The Transfer of the Right Hand of the holy Forerunner from Antioch to Constantinople (956) and the Miracle of Saint John the Forerunner against the Hagarenes (Moslems) at Chios: 

The body of Saint John the Baptist was buried in the Samaritan city of Sebaste. The holy Evangelist Luke, who went preaching Christ in various cities and towns, came to Sebaste, where they gave him the right hand of the holy Prophet John, the very hand with which he had baptized the Savior. The Evangelist Luke took it with him to his native city of Antioch. 

When the Moslems seized Antioch centuries later, a deacon named Job brought the holy hand of the Forerunner from Antioch to Chalcedon. From there, on the eve of the Theophany of the Lord, it was transferred to Constantinople (956) and kept thereafter. 

In the year 1200, the Russian pilgrim Dobrynya, who later became Saint Anthony, Archbishop of Novgorod (February 10), saw the right hand of the Forerunner in the imperial palace. From the Lives of the Saints we learn that in the year 1263, during the capture of Constantinople by the Crusaders, the emperor Baldwin gave one bone from the wrist of Saint John the Baptist to Ottonus de Cichon, who then gave it to a Cistercian abbey in France. 

The right hand continued to be kept in Constantinople. And at the end of the fourteenth to the beginning of the fifteenth centuries, the holy relic was seen at Constantinople in the Peribleptos monastery by the Russian pilgrims Stephen of Novgorod, the deacon Ignatius, the cantor Alexander and the deacon Zosimus. When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453, sacred objects were gathered up at the the conqueror’s orders and kept under lock in the imperial treasury. 

In the Lives of the Saints is clear testimony that in the year 1484 the right hand of the holy Forerunner was given away by the son of the Moslem sultan Bayazet to the knights of Rhodes to gain their good will, since a dangerous rival for Bayazet, his own brother, had allied himself with them. A contemporary participant, the vice-chancellor of Rhodes, Wilhelm Gaorsan Gallo, also speaks of this event. The knights of Rhodes, having established their base on the island of Malta (in the Mediterranean Sea), then transferred the sacred relic they had received to Malta. 

When the Russian Tsar Paul I (1796-1801) became Grand Master of the Maltese Order in honor of the holy Prophet John, the right hand of the Baptist, part of the Life-Creating Cross and the Philermos Icon (October 12) of the Mother of God (from Mt Philermos on the island of Rhodes) were transferred in 1799 from the island of Malta to Russia [because of the Napoleonic threat], to the chapel at Gatchina (October 12). In the same year these sacred items were transferred into the church dedicated to the Icon of the Savior Not Made by Hands at the Winter Palace. A special service was composed for this Feast. 

Besides the Synaxis of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John, the Russian Orthodox Church celebrates his memory on the following days: September 23, his Conception; June 24, his Nativity; August 29, his Beheading; February 24, the First and Second Finding of his Head; May 25, the Third Finding of his Head; October 12, the Transfer of his Right Hand from Malta to Gatchina (1799). 

PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECTS

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the cans in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

JANUARY COLLECTION: Canned Corn and Canned Tuna

**Collection Goal is: 50 Cans**

We have some cans at the church in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We are asking for a $1.00 donation per can.  Simply place your donation in the basket and take as many cans as we donate and place them in the red container!

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

Mats for Mission

2nd Tuesday of Every Month

6:30 – 8:00 PM

Pizza and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with separating the plastic bags by colors, 

cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”.

Would you like to help the environment and reduce the amount of plastic in landfills? Would you like to help the homeless? Mats for a Mission(a subgroup of the organization Buffalo’s Good Neighbors) has a project that allows you to help the homeless while recycling plastic shopping bags. It works like this:

· Clean plastic bags like those from the local grocery stores are collected and sorted.

· The bags are cut to make loops which are then joined together to make balls of “plarn” or “plastic yarn”.

· The “plarn” is crocheted into mats which provide a more water resistant barrier than blankets alone, for homeless individuals who are exposed to the elements outside, while sleeping or sitting.

As a parish community we can participate in any or all of the above steps. A recycling bin is placed in the Parish Fellowship Hall to collect clean plastic bags. If you know how to crochet, you may make a mat. Alternatively, the “plarn” that we make can be taken to the Mats for a Mission group who have members willing to crochet the mats. It takes approximately 700 bags to make a 3’x6’ mat! Buffalo’s Good Neighbors distributes the mats that have been made at Fireman’s Park near the public library downtown.

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. 

MONTHLY DINNER AT KEVIN GUEST HOUSE

2nd Wednesday of Every Month

5:30 – 7:30 PM

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM  or Meet at Kevin Guest House at 5:30 PM ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, kindle, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

Our next book will be: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting Sunday November 18, 2018 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. Please follow the guidelines for hosting coffee hour which are located in the kitchen in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason,  Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

**NEW COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2019 IS NOW AVAILABLE**

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 

Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this New Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                                    
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY
SUNDAY JANUARY 13, 2019 and SUNDAY JANUARY 27, 2019

· On Sunday January 13 and Sunday January 27, Justin Huett will be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  Please make every effort to be present on one of these two Sundays to have our photos taken.  If we are unable to be here and would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY 2019

THE GREAT FEAST OF THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD

Saturday January 5

EVE OF THE GREAT FEAST OF THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD

Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom followed by Great Vespers followed by Lesser Blessing of Waters – 9:00 AM
Festal Vigil Service – 4:00 PM
Sunday January 6

THE GREAT FEAST OF THE HOLY THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD

Youth Sunday

Festal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great followed by Great Blessing of Waters – 9:30 AM
Blessing of Waters at Hoyt Lake – 1:30 PM
   8 –  Mats for Mission Parish Outreach Ministry Project– 6:30 PM

   9 –  Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)

   13 – Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour

   20 – Installation of New Parish Council Members/Officers

            Parish Council Meeting (12:30 pm)

   29 – Eve of the Feast of the Three Hierarchs

           Great Vespers with Litiya at 6:00 PM

   30 – The Feast of the Three Hierarchs

                 Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
UPCOMING COCCNF EVENTS
· January 19: Feast of Theophany on the Old Calendar 
· Divine Liturgy at Ss Theodore Church (9:30 AM)
· Procession to Glenn Falls for Blessing of Water
· Lunch back at the Church
ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH 2019 HOME BLESSING SCHEDULE  

NOTES ON THE SCHEDULE FOR THIS YEAR

For anyone who would like to have their home blessed, we kindly ask that you write your name and date/time that would be best for Fr. Jason to come and visit you and your family and bless your home.  If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason 

As we begin our journey through the Nativity Fast, May God continue to bless and guide all of you, your families, and our entire parish family. 

1) As Fr. Jason makes his pastoral visitations to the homes of the parishioners, he will use the sign-up sheet as a guideline for him to follow. 

2) I ask your patience when anticipating my visit. I will do my best to reach every home on the scheduled date. I thank you for your understanding.

3) If anyone has any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let me know.

May GOD continue to bless and guide all of you and your families!  

Have a blessed and glorious Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and a Blessed, Happy, and Healthy New Year!

With Love in Christ, 

Fr. Jason

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

THE GREAT BLESSING OF HOLY WATER WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY JANUARY 6 IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE DIVINE LITURGY!!

PARENTS and CHILDREN: PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR HOLY WATER BOTTLES WITH YOU ON SUNDAY JANUARY 6.  

IF ANYONE NEEDS A HOLY WATER BOTTLE, PLEASE SEE OR CONTACT FR. JASON!!

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE NEW 2019 COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
 LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!
BE SURE TO SEE THE 2019 HOME BLESSING SIGN UP SHEET LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!
BE SURE TO LOOK IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR THE 2019 LITURGICAL WALL CALENDARS!!
ALSO OUR GOAL IS TO HAVE THE NEW UPDATED PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY BY FEBRUARY!!
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THE GREAT BLESSING OF WATERS

HOYT LAKE – DELAWARE PARK
SUNDAY JANUARY 6, 2019

1:30 PM

Let us come together during this Holy Theophany Season, and join the clergy and the faithful from our sister parishes as we bless the waters of Hoyt Lake in Delaware Park.  

DRIVING DIRECTIONS TO HOYT LAKE

START: 2 Nottingham Terrace, Buffalo, NY 14216

Head south on Nottingham Terrace toward Meadow Rd

Turn left onto Elmwood Ave

Turn left onto Iroquois Dr

Turn right onto Lincoln Pkwy

END: Destination will be on the left: 199 Lincoln Parkway, Buffalo, NY 14222

