The Translation of the Holy Relics of St. John Chrysostom 

the Archbishop of Constantinople 

January 27


Saint John Chrysostom This great ecumenical teacher and hierarch died in the city of Comana in the year 407 on his way to a place of exile. He had been condemned by the intrigues of the empress Eudoxia because of his daring denunciation of the vices ruling over Constantinople. The transfer of his venerable relics was made in the year 438, thirty years after the death of the saint during the reign of Eudoxia’s son emperor Theodosius II (408-450). 

Saint John Chrysostom had the warm love and deep respect of the people, and grief over his untimely death lived on in the hearts of Christians. Saint John’s disciple, Saint Proclus, Patriarch of Constantinople (434-447), during services in the Church of Hagia Sophia, preached a sermon praising Saint John. He said, “O John, your life was filled with sorrow, but your death was glorious. Your grave is blessed and reward is great, by the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ O graced one, having conquered the bounds of time and place! Love has conquered space, unforgetting memory has annihilated the limits, and place does not hinder the miracles of the saint.” 

Those who were present in church, deeply touched by the words of Saint Proclus, did not allow him even to finish his sermon. With one accord they began to entreat the Patriarch to intercede with the emperor, so that the relics of Saint John might be brought back to Constantinople. 

The emperor, overwhelmed by Saint Proclus, gave his consent and gave the order to transfer the relics of Saint John. But those he sent were unable to lift the holy relics until the emperor realized that he had sent men to take the saint’s relics from Comana with an edict, instead of with a prayer. He wrote a letter to Saint John, humbly asking him to forgive his audacity, and to return to Constantinople. After the message was read at the grave of Saint John, they easily took up the relics, carried them onto a ship and arrived at Constantinople. 

The coffin with the relics was placed in the Church of Holy Peace (Hagia Eirene). When Patriarch Proclus opened the coffin, the body of Saint John was found to be incorrupt. The emperor approached the coffin with tears, asking forgiveness for his mother, who had banished Saint John. All day and night people did not leave the coffin. 

In the morning the coffin was brought to the Church of the Holy Apostles. The people cried out, “Father, take up your throne.” Then Patriarch Proclus and the clergy standing by the relics saw Saint John open his mouth and say, “Peace be to all.” Many of the sick were healed at his tomb. 

The celebration of the transfer of the relics of Saint John Chrysostom was established in the ninth century. 
Thirty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost

The Parable of the Talents

Matthew 25: 14-30
From The Explanation of the Gospel of St. Matthew

by Blessed Theophylact, Archbishop of Ochrid and Bulgaria

14-19. It is as a man travelling into a far country, who called his own servants, and handed over to them his goods. And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to each one according to his own strength; and straightway took his journey. Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them another five talents. And likewise he that had received two, he also gained another two. But he that had received one went and dug in the earth, and hid his lord's money. After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them. 
Having said above, "You do not know the day when the Lord will come," He adds this parable as well, showing that He will come suddenly. For like a man about to travel into a far country, so too the Lord has called His own servants and distributed His property among them, some to one, some to another. Christ, Who became man for our sake, is the man travelling into a far country, in reference either to His ascent into the heavens or to the length of time that He is long-suffering and does not summarily demand works from us, but waits. His servants are those who have been entrusted with the ministry of the Word, such as bishops, priests, and deacons, and who have received spiritual gifts, some greater, some lesser, each one according to his own strength, that is, according to the measure of his faith and purity. For into the vessel which I will offer to God, He places His gift to me. If it is a small vessel, a small gift; if it is a large vessel, a large gift. Immediately he who had received the five talents went and traded with them. See the speed with which he acts, not in the least bit negligent, but immediately trading and doubling what he had received. Whether a man be gifted with speech, wealth, the authority of kingship, or any other power or skill, if he desires to benefit not only himself but others as well, he doubles what has been given to him. But he who buries the talent is he who cares only for his own benefit and not for that of others, and he is condemned. But if you should see an intelligent and skilled man misusing his intelligence in various pursuits, in deceitfulness, and in earthly affairs, you may say that such a man has buried his talent in the earth, that is, in earthly matters. But after a long time he who bestowed the silver talent returns. The silver talent may be in the form of a silver tongue, the gift of eloquence, for the eloquence of God is as silver that is tried by fire. Or, the silver talent may be any gift that makes one brilliant and glorious. He comes and demands a reckoning from those who received.

20-30. And so he that had received five talents came and brought another five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents: behold, I have gained besides them five talents more. His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. He also that had received two talents came and said, Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them. His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord. Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, I knew that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strewn; and I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strewn: thou oughtest therefore to have put my money with the bankers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with increase. Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have in abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Both of those who had worked and traded with the talents given to them are praised equally by the master, each one hearing, Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Good we understand here to mean "loving all mankind" and "without spite," he who imparts his own goodness to his neighbors. Those who have shown themselves to be faithful over a few things are made rulers over many things. But even if we are deemed worthy of gifts in this life, that is nothing in comparison to the good things that are to come. The joy of the Lord is the unending gladness which God has, rejoicing in His works, as David says (Ps. 103:31). With such a joy do the saints also rejoice in their works, just as the sinners grieve over their own deeds and regret them. The saints have the Lord as their wealth and they rejoice in Him. See that he who received the five talents and he who received two were deemed worthy of the same good things. Though a man may have received but a few things, if he is a good steward even of his small gift, he will enjoy the same honor as he who was deemed worthy of, and accomplished, great things. For each one, according to what he has received, is seen to be perfect to the degree that he accomplishes what he has been given to do. Such are the good servants; but the wicked and slothful servant justifies himself differently, in a manner befitting to him. For he calls his master hard, as many today call their teachers "hard" or "exacting." It is indeed exacting to look for obedience from men, for God did not create obedience within man, nor did He sow in him an obedient disposition, [but instead God gave man free will]. This is what the unprofitable servant means when he says, "You reap where you have not sown," that is, You require an obedient disposition from all men, although You have implanted in no man an obedient disposition. When the servant says that the master is hard, he condemns himself. For the servant ought all the more to have been diligent knowing that his master was hard and severe. For if the master required this of others, so too would the master require this of him. And you, O unprofitable servant, ought also to have multiplied what you had received and made disciples from whom I, the Master, could demand what is due. Christ calls disciples bankers, for both exactly account for what has been delivered to them. What is the increase which He requires of the disciples? The showing of works transacted. For the disciple who receives the word from the teacher, must keep the word and give it back in its entirety; but the disciple also adds to it the interest, which is the doing of good. So God takes the gift away from that wicked and slothful servant. He who has received a gift by which to benefit others, and does not so use it, forfeits the gift itself. Do you see that he who applies the greater diligence draws to himself the greater gift? To him who has the greater diligence, more grace will be given and in abundance. But from him who is not diligent, even the gift which he thinks he has will be taken away. For he who is not diligent and does not work and trade with what he has received, does not have the gift, but only appears to have it. He has blotted it out by his neglect.
PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECTS

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the cans in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

JANUARY COLLECTION: Spaghetti and Spaghetti Sauce-

**Collection Goal is: 50 Cans**

We have some cans at the church in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We are asking for a $1.00 donation per can.  Simply place your donation in the basket and take as many cans as we donate and place them in the red container!
HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

Mats for Mission

2nd Tuesday of Every Month

6:30 – 8:00 PM

Pizza and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with separating the plastic bags by colors, 

cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”.

Would you like to help the environment and reduce the amount of plastic in landfills? Would you like to help the homeless? Mats for a Mission(a subgroup of the organization Buffalo’s Good Neighbors) has a project that allows you to help the homeless while recycling plastic shopping bags. It works like this:

· Clean plastic bags like those from the local grocery stores are collected and sorted.

· The bags are cut to make loops which are then joined together to make balls of “plarn” or “plastic yarn”.

· The “plarn” is crocheted into mats which provide a more water resistant barrier than blankets alone, for homeless individuals who are exposed to the elements outside, while sleeping or sitting.

As a parish community we can participate in any or all of the above steps. A recycling bin is placed in the Parish Fellowship Hall to collect clean plastic bags. If you know how to crochet, you may make a mat. Alternatively, the “plarn” that we make can be taken to the Mats for a Mission group who have members willing to crochet the mats. It takes approximately 700 bags to make a 3’x6’ mat! Buffalo’s Good Neighbors distributes the mats that have been made at Fireman’s Park near the public library downtown.

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. 

MONTHLY DINNER AT KEVIN GUEST HOUSE

2nd Wednesday of Every Month

5:30 – 7:30 PM

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM  or Meet at Kevin Guest House at 5:30 PM ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, kindle, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

Our next book will be: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting SUNDAY JANUARY 20 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.
++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. Please follow the guidelines for hosting coffee hour which are located in the kitchen in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason,  Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

**NEW COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2019 IS NOW AVAILABLE**

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 

Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this New Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                                    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY

SUNDAY JANUARY 13, 2019 and SUNDAY JANUARY 27, 2019

· On Sunday January 13 and Sunday January 20, Justin Huett will be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  Please make every effort to be present on one of these two Sundays to have our photos taken.  If we are unable to be here and would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS

JANUARY 2019
   28 – Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

   29 – Eve of the Feast of the Three Hierarchs
Great Vespers with Litiya at 6:00 PM

   30 – The Feast of the Three Hierarchs
                 Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM

FEBRUARY 2019
      1 – Eve of the Great Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
           Great Vespers with Litiya at 6:00 PM
      2 – The Great Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
                 Divine Liturgy with Blessing of Candles at 9:00 AM
                 Great Vespers at 4:00 PM

      3   – Youth Sunday    
        “Super Bowl Luncheon”
        “Souper” bowl of Caring Sunday (IOCC/Buffalo City Mission)

     8 – Parish Family Night

     9 – Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser 

   10 –   Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour
             Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Confession)

   12 –   Mats for Mission Outreach Ministry Project (6:30 to 8:00 PM)
   13 –   Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
   17 –    Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)

   20 –   Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING SUNDAY:  SUNDAY FEBRUARY 3
  

SUNDAY FEBRUARY 3, 2019
 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING LUNCHEON
 
On Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 3, 2019, Orthodox Christian churches across the country will join a nationwide, ecumenical effort: “Souper Bowl of Caring” to help organizations such as International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC). The children of our church school will be going around the Parish Fellowship Hall holding large soup pots to receive the financial donations.  Please take a moment to reflect upon what God has given us, and to discern how we might be able to return to God a portion of the blessings we have received. The donations that are collected will then be sent into International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC).
Also, we are asking for donations of canned goods which will be collected and then donated to The Buffalo City Mission. Come and enjoy a delicious lunch where we will be offering a variety of homemade soups!!
If anyone would like to bring a soup, chili, salad, bread, dessert, please see or contact Andrea or Gretchen who are organizing the Luncheon for us!!


   Let us come together as a parish family and support the church school children and IOCC project of feeding the hungry by ministering to those in need!

      "Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it unto Me." (Matthew 25:40)
 
The “Souper Bowl of Caring” began at a Presbyterian church in Columbia, S.C., in 1990 and has grown into a grassroots movement linked with the national pastime of Super Bowl Sunday. Over the past several years, over 15, 000 parishes and congregations, including many Orthodox parishes, participated and generated millions in donations for various charities.
THE INTERNATIONAL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHARITIES (IOCC) is an agency of The Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA) which represents Orthodox Christians in North America and understands it work to include developing in Orthodox Christians a commitment to philanthropy and global cooperative involvement within the Orthodox Church. IOCC was established in March 1992 as the Official Humanitarian Organization of SCOBA.
 
Consonant with the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:19-20 and Matthew 25:35-46), the vision of IOCC  is to provide programs and services such as: providing emergency relief and establishing developmental programs as well as ministering to those who are in need worldwide.
 
For more information about IOCC please visit their website at: http://www.iocc.org.
2)  Parish Spaghetti Dinner  - Saturday February 9 (5-8 pm) -  For more details and information, please refer to the flier in today’s bulletin!

3) Meet n Greet Lenten Pot-Luck Luncheon on Forgiveness Sunday:

   Sunday March 10
     

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH MEET n GREET
 
SUNDAY MARCH 10, 2019
 
FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
 
IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING FORGIVENESS SUNDAY VESPERS
 
Please join us on Sunday March 10 for a Special Lenten Luncheon during which we will get to know our parish family 
a little better as we begin The Great Lenten Season!
 
Great Food  ~~~~ Great Fellowship ~~~~ Great Fun for All 
 
Let us come together as a parish family, as brothers and sisters in Christ and enjoy Christian Fellowship as begin The Great Lenten Season!
 
Please see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or Mat. Katia if you would like to help out or bring a Lenten (dairy but no meat) covered dish to share with everyone!!  

4) Schedule of The 2019 COCCNF Great Lenten Sunday Vespers Service
    The 2019 Schedule of COCCNF Great Lenten Sunday Vespers Services which will be served on the 5 Sundays of Great Lent beginning at 5:00 PM along with the 2019 Schedule of Services for our parish will be emailed and mailed out to everyone within the next few weeks. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE NEW 2019 COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 

 LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!

BE SURE TO LOOK IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR THE 2019 LITURGICAL WALL CALENDARS!!
Of What Life Do We Speak?  Four Pillars for the Fulfillment of the Apostolic Work of the Church
A Guiding Framework for the Orthodox Church in America

His Beatitude Metropolitan TIKHON

Preface

Behold, there went out a sower to sow…
—Mark 4:3

In the year 2020, the Orthodox Church in America will mark the 50th anniversary of the glorification of Saint Herman of Alaska, the first saint of North America, and the one who, together with his seven missionary companions, planted the Apostolic and monastic seeds in North America. His glorification was one of the first acts of the Orthodox Church in America as the local autoceph-alous Church and both the granting of autocephaly and the lift-ing up of the humble hermit of Spruce Island as a saint were the fruit of over 150 years of the watering and nurturing of those seeds by great figures such as Saint Innocent, Saint Jacob, Saint Tikhon, and Metropolitan Leonty of blessed memory. By their prayers and through their labors — as well as those of countless other bishops, clergy, and faithful — a local North American Church sprouted, first as a tender shoot, then as a frail sapling, and finally as the young tree that it is today. 

This young tree is still tender and in need of nurturing and strengthening. It is not yet the mustard tree which is greater than all the other herbs and shoots out great branches so that the birds of the air may lodge under its shadow.1 And yet, even as a grain of mustard seed, the Word that was sown fell on good ground, as witnessed by the accounts of the first missionaries on this continent:

I have been living on the island of Kadiak since 24 Sep-tember 1794. I have, praise God, baptized more than 2,000 Americans, and celebrated more than 2,000 wed-dings. We have built a church and, if time allows, we shall build another, and two portable ones, but a fifth is need-ed. We live comfortably, they love us and we them, they are a kind people, but poor. They take baptism so much to heart that they smash and burn all the magic charms given them by the shamans.2
How has Holy Orthodoxy in North America fared since those days full of apostolic zeal and missionary activity? The Church has certainly expanded geographically, from Alaska to the Midwest, and numerically, with waves of immigration to the East Coast; missions have been planted, seminaries established, and converts welcomed; liturgical services have been celebrated and the holy mysteries offered for the salvation and healing of souls; a wealth of books, musical compositions, lectures, and podcasts have been shared and have impacted not only this continent but the entire world. There is much that has been accomplished and much for which we should give thanks to God. 

At the same time, the Church faces great obstacles and tremendous change in the world as she makes her way through the 21st century. We ought to ask ourselves if we love the people of our lands, and if they love us? Do they voluntarily accept baptism and smash the idols that are provided to them by the shamans of our age? Can we, as the Church in North America, genuinely sing along with the paschal hymn: “Lift up your eyes, O Zion, round about and behold. Lo, your children like divinely shining stars assembled, from the West and from the North, from the Sea and from the East, to bless Christ in you forever-more.”3 Do these words ring true for us or do they remind us of the reality that the light of the resurrection may have not yet completely pierced through the darkness of the world and of fallen humanity?

When we gathered for the 18th All-American Council in Atlanta in 2015, I shared with the assembled delegates some of the difficult realities that we face as Christians today and some challenges that we have already shouldered as a community. I also sketched out four broad areas that I felt required our attention and could provide a framework within which to recapture the Alaskan missionary zeal of our forebears. In preparation for the 19th All-American Council in St. Louis, I have expanded upon those four broad areas, using the image of four pillars. This image refers to the four pillars of the altar table, which are the first items to be blessed during the beautiful and moving service for the consecration of a church temple. I chose this image as a way of calling to remembrance the centrality of Jesus Christ to absolutely every part of our existence as Christians and as authentic human beings. Christ is the King of Glory Who is enthroned upon the altar, which also represents His tomb. It is around this tomb and this altar that we gather to worship and glorify Him.

The image of the Four Pillars is a poetic one but the sub-stance of that image is practical, with an emphasis on four concrete areas — the spiritual life, stewardship, relations with others, and evangelism — that require our attention and our action. Saint Herman is an example of one who made real those poetic ideals through his life, his example and his intercessions. He stands for us today as both a model and a source of encouragement as we confront the desert of our own existence. Saint Her-man was truly a living and fiery pillar of prayer and asceticism and an inspiration to us in the spiritual life; he was a faithful steward who cared for both his own compatriots and the native peoples of Alaska, particularly the widows and the sick; he maintained good relations with all those with whom he came in contact, preaching Christ without respect of person or rank but also boldly speaking out in defense of the oppressed; and he was a genuine missionary in his fulfillment of the Apostolic work through his consoling words and healing prayers.

In the pages that follow, I am proposing a framework for us to continue such a witness, a framework that will guide us from our Church-wide gathering at the 19th All-American Council through our long-term approach to forging our identity and mission as the local Church on this continent. There is no single person, single book, or single program that will bring this about. At the same time, every single person, every single book, every single program is crucial for this task. What is called for is a Church-wide endeavor, involving every parish, institution, and individual of the Orthodox Church in America, to tackle the enduring goals that lie before us. As there have been challenges in the past, so there will be many new ones along the way, but such struggles are part of our Christian journey. We need to consider and respond to those challenges, but we can only do this if we are willing to personally and collectively experience and share the gift of communion with Christ. I invite you to join me in setting off upon this path towards Life, a path that may seem uncertain or even treacherous at times, but one that has been traveled already by those who went before us and who now show us the way to follow Jesus Christ. 

Twenty-five years after his arrival in Alaska, Saint Herman wrote the following to the Igumen of Valaam Monastery: “We also beg you, as you have been so kind as to remember us and write to us, to remember and pay heed to our humble state, before almighty God, in your holy prayers. We are not on the storm-tossed waves of the sea but are suffering amongst the tempting and tempestuous world and on a pilgrimage of the Apostolic word.”4 All of us are called to join this pilgrimage of the Apostolic word — with our families, with our communities, and within our dioceses. May the intercessions of our Venerable Father Herman comfort and strengthen all of us — bishops, clergy, monastics and faithful — on our evangelical journey within North America, and may his life serve as a light for our feet on the common path we walk as the local Orthodox Church in North America. 

THE MISSION OF THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA,
the local autocephalous Orthodox Church, is to be faithful in fulfilling the commandment of Christ to “Go into all the world and make disciples of all Nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all [things that He has] commanded” so that all people may be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth: 
To preach, in accordance with God’s will, the fullness of the gospel of the Kingdom to the peoples of North America and to invite them to become members of the Orthodox Church. 

To utilize for her mission the various languages of the peoples of this continent.

To be the body of Christ in North America and to be faithful to the tradition of the Holy Orthodox Church.

To witness to the truth, and by God’s grace and in the power of the Holy Spirit, to reveal Christ’s way of sanctification and eternal salvation to all.

— Adopted by the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America, 1990
*Each week, we will be offering a section from this book as not only a way for us to grow spiritually as individual brothers and sisters Christ but also as a way that we, as a parish, can grow together in fulfilling The Mission of Our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ by living, proclaiming, sharing, and being The Gospel!
