The Holy Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus
January 13
The Holy Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus, Slavs by origin, lived at the beginning of the fourth century during a persecution against Christians by the emperor Licinius (311-324). Saint Hermylus served as deacon in the city of Singidunum (Belgrade). Condemned by Licinius to imprisonment, he was long and cruelly tortured for Christ, but he remained unyielding.

Hermylus mocked the pagan gods, calling them deaf, dumb, and blind idols. In anger Licinius ordered more severe torments for him, saying that he could avoid them if he would offer sacrifice. The holy martyr predicted that Licinius would suffer terrible wounds himself because he worshiped idols instead of the Creator. His words came true, for Licinius was killed in 324.

After three days Hermylus was brought before the tribunal again and asked whether he would avoid more torture by offering sacrifice. The saint replied that he would offer worship and sacrifice only to the true God. 

Saint Hermylus prayed that the Lord would give him strength to endure his torments and triumph over the pagans. A voice was heard saying, “Hermylus, you will be delivered from your suffering in three days, and will receive a great reward.” The torturers fell to the ground in fear, and took the saint back to prison.

Saint Stratonicus was one of the prison guards and a secret Christian. Seeing the agonizing torments of his friend, he was unable to keep from weeping, and he revealed that he was a Christian. They also subjected him to punishment. 

After the torture, they put both martyrs into a net and threw them into the Danube. On the third day, the bodies of the saints were found by Christians on the bank of the river and buried near Singidunum. Their venerable heads were in the Church of Hagia Sophia, where the Russian pilgrim Anthony saw them in the year 1200. 

Sermon for the Sunday after Theophany

St. Ignatius (Brianchaninov)
Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Matt. 4:17) 
With these profound and holy words, the incarnate Word began His preaching to fallen mankind. Outwardly, such simple teaching! But one must understand it with his very life: then these short and simple words which are contained in all of the Gospel will be revealed. Just as the holy Apostle Paul, when preaching the Gospel, which he did throughout almost all the known world, said that he testified “both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21). 

Brethren! In order to believe in our Lord Jesus Christ repentance is needed; in order to remain in this salvific faith, repentance is needed; in order to be successful in it, repentance is needed; in order to inherit the Kingdom of Heaven, repentance is needed. 
All of this is clearly set forth in the Holy Scripture. Holy Scripture teaches us that “God sent His Son into the world … that the world through Him might be saved,” that “he that believeth on Him is not condemned; but he that believeth not is condemned already,.“ “That light (Christ) is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.” (John 3: 17-20) To those afflicted by the passion of vainglory the Scripture witnesses: “How can ye believe, which receive honour one of another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?”(John 5:44). Those bound by the passion of greed did not only not believe the Lord, but they even derided Him when He preached to them the important and most holy teaching concerning the remembrance of eternity, and the arranging of earthly matters in accordance to the immortality appointed for man. (Luke 16: 14) Those attracted to the evil passion of envy did not only not believe in the Lord, but they also conspired to kill Him, and they accomplished this. All those infected with vain and sinful vices, according to the unerring testimony of the Gospel, are cut of from participating in the spiritual wedding of the Son of God, making themselves unworthy of blessed union with Him (Matt. 22:5). “You can not serve God and Mammon!” (Luke 16:14); you cannot serve two masters, God and sin! “Repent: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand! Repent, and believe in the Gospel (Mark 1:15). 
However, one who has believed in Christ, and has decided to continually prove his faith, by his actions, is also in need of repentance. What do you think, brethren; what is the first fruit of living faith? What is the first fruit of fulfilling the commandments of Christ? I will give you the answer of St. Simeon the New Theologian, who acquired his knowledge of truth through his holy experience. He said: “The careful fulfillment of the commandments of Christ teaches a man his own infirmities.” Exactly! As soon as one who believes in Christ begins to fulfill the all-holy commandments of the Gospel, or also, to perform the works of renewed nature, his fallen nature is instantly revealed to him, which had been hidden from sight until then, and it enters into a sustained battle with the Gospel. The life of one who struggles for Christ is filled with unseen falls. He involuntarily confesses with the Apostle: ”For I delight in the law of God after the inward man: But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. O wretched man that I am!” (Acts 7: 22-24). From such an observation of oneself, blessed poverty of spirit is engendered within a Christian, rational, spiritual mourning appears, and a broken and humble heart is established, which God will not destroy (Ps. 50: 20). In living according to the Gospel, there appears in a man, as if naturally, the repentance commanded by the Gospel. Therefore, repentance is necessary not only in order to believe in Christ; it is necessary in order to have a living faith in Christ. “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
There remains to be explained: why is there such a close connection between the words of the Lord calling us to repent, and the announcing of the nearness of the Kingdom of heaven? Why is there not presented between them a kind of intermediate struggle, an intermediate condition? The reason is that our Lord Jesus Christ is “the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29) --- He has accomplished everything for our salvation. He has reconciled us with God; He has prepared and acquired for us the Heavenly Kingdom. We, mankind, have been presented with one work in the matter of our salvation: the work of accepting salvation, given to us by God free and complete, the work of repentance. The Heavenly Kingdom and the Heavenly King are ineffably close to us --- incomparably closer than we imagine. “Behold, I stand at the door” of the heart of man, exclaims this King, and I knock at it with My all-holy and almighty Word: “if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with Me (Rev. 3:20). The opening of the doors of the heart to the Heavenly King is accomplished—with repentance. “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 

St. Ignatius (Brianchaninov)
Translation by Bishop George (Schaefer).
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PARISH OUTREACH MINISTRY PROJECTS

Buffalo City Mission Monthly Collections

We have our on-going collection for The Buffalo City Mission which exists to meet the spiritual and practical needs of the poor through the demonstration of the love and preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in providing love, care, shelter, food, and other means necessary to those in need.

We also have on-going collections for Hearts for the Homeless Program which is a mobile soup kitchen/thrift shop that feeds the poor and chronic homeless on the street. Characterized by a profound spiritual motivation. The program offers nourishing food, as well as clothing, pertinent information regarding area services, companionship and hope for the future. 

Please refer to the list of items below: (canned goods, hygiene products, feminine products, socks, underwear, undershirts, etc).  Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. For more information about Buffalo City Mission, please visit their website: www.buffalocitymission.org
++++++++++++++++++++++++

Hearts for the Homeless Monthly Food Collection

For more information about Hearts for Homeless, please visit their website: http://heartsforthehomeless.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall or for a small donation of $2/can we can place one of the cans in the Parish Fellowship Hall in the bin. 

JANUARY COLLECTION: Canned Corn and Canned Tuna

**Collection Goal is: 50 Cans**

We have some cans at the church in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  We are asking for a $1.00 donation per can.  Simply place your donation in the basket and take as many cans as we donate and place them in the red container!

HomeSpace Monthly Collection

HomeSpace is a local community organization ministering to local teens and pre-teen moms which provides comprehensive care to 14-21 yr old moms (providing those essential items necessary for caring for their children: diapers, wipes, baby food, clothing (infants through 7/8 years old). Homespace Corporation supports at-risk young women to achieve independence two generations at a time. We have begun a partnership with HomeSpace as part of our continued on-going outreach parish ministry.  For more information about HomeSpace, please visit their website: http://www.homespacecorp.org Items may be brought and placed in the bin located in the Parish Fellowship Hall.

Mats for Mission

2nd Tuesday of Every Month

6:30 – 8:00 PM

Pizza and Working Party making Mats for Mission

Plenty of Food for Everyone! Fun for all ages!  

Hands on Mat Making for ALL ages!

We will need assistance with separating the plastic bags by colors, 

cutting the bags into loops and joining the loops into “plarn”.

Would you like to help the environment and reduce the amount of plastic in landfills? Would you like to help the homeless? Mats for a Mission(a subgroup of the organization Buffalo’s Good Neighbors) has a project that allows you to help the homeless while recycling plastic shopping bags. It works like this:

· Clean plastic bags like those from the local grocery stores are collected and sorted.

· The bags are cut to make loops which are then joined together to make balls of “plarn” or “plastic yarn”.

· The “plarn” is crocheted into mats which provide a more water resistant barrier than blankets alone, for homeless individuals who are exposed to the elements outside, while sleeping or sitting.

As a parish community we can participate in any or all of the above steps. A recycling bin is placed in the Parish Fellowship Hall to collect clean plastic bags. If you know how to crochet, you may make a mat. Alternatively, the “plarn” that we make can be taken to the Mats for a Mission group who have members willing to crochet the mats. It takes approximately 700 bags to make a 3’x6’ mat! Buffalo’s Good Neighbors distributes the mats that have been made at Fireman’s Park near the public library downtown.

Barbara Kuvshinoff serves as our liaison to the Mats for a Mission group and coordinate any efforts we would like to put forth. For more information feel free to call or email Barbara (553-5722) Barbara.kuvshinoff@gmail.com. 
MONTHLY DINNER AT KEVIN GUEST HOUSE

2nd Wednesday of Every Month

5:30 – 7:30 PM

KEVIN GUEST HOUSE 782 Ellicott Street ~ Buffalo, NY

Meet at Church at 5:00 PM  or Meet at Kevin Guest House at 5:30 PM ~~~ Serve Dinner at Kevin Guest House: 5:30 to 7:30 PM

If anyone would like to help out or assist in any way (providing side dishes, 

coming and helping with the dinner), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH BOOK CLUB

Join us at Spot Coffee on Hertel Ave (1406 Hertel Ave Buffalo) on Sundays from 5:00-6:30 pm. as we read and discuss Orthodox spiritual enrichment books while enjoying fellowship with one another.  So bring your tablet, smart phone, kindle, or laptop because we will have access to free wifi. 

Our next book will be: “FOR THE LIFE OF THE WORLD” by Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

*Please refer to our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) for dates of when the Book Club meet!

Next Meeting SUNDAY JANUARY 20 AT 5:00 pm

If you would like to order any of the books on our reading list, please see or contact Andrea or Dave Chmiel (St. George Bookstore Coordinators) as they will be ordering these books for us through our bookstore account with St. Tikhon’s Monastery Press. 

If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason.

 Looking forward to coming together for Christian fellowship, learning and discussion. 

May God continue to bless you and keep you always in His Loving Care!

++++++++++++++++++++++++

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory/Church Office– (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

WEEKLY BULLETIN/FLOWER /CANDLE SIGN-UP

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see or contact Fr. Jason. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $20.  

Please see Mat. Christine to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church or sponsor the 7-Day Vigils in the Nave of the Church (3 for $10), please see or contact Fr. Jason.

If you have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

++++++++++++ COFFEE HOUR NOTES ++++++++++++

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour for 2018, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall in the Parish Fellowship Hall or you may see Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia. At the meeting of the Parish Council held on Saturday December 2, 2017, it was decided that the coffee hour host may donate the money that is collected to an organization that they chose or may have the collection be given to the church. Please follow the guidelines for hosting coffee hour which are located in the kitchen in the Parish Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please see Fr. Jason,  Mat. Katia , Tita Abraham, or Mary Timko and they will be able to help you.  

Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!

**NEW COFFEE HOUR SIGN-UP SHEET FOR 2019 IS NOW AVAILABLE**

DIOCESAN NEWSLETTERS

The Diocese of New York and New Jersey
has two monthly newsletters: "First Fruits" and "Beyond the Plateau." 
The goal, as expressed by Archbishop Michael, is to increase communication and grow the communal spirit of diocesan fellowship in the building-up and strengthening of our parish communities. To learn more about these monthly diocesan publications, please refer to the diocesan website: http://www.nynjoca.org/newsletters.html. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++
Remember our Loved Ones during Our Daily Prayers

‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the 

least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

{Matt. 25:40}

As we say our daily prayers, let us also take time out to remember our loved ones who are homebound, who are in hospitals and who are in nursing homes. 

Let us remember them that GOD will continue to watch over them and protect them.  Also, during this New Year, let us take to either send them a card, give them a call, or visit them to let them know how much we love them, how much we remember them, and how much we pray for them.  

For a list of our Parish Shut-Ins, please refer to the below list.

If anyone has any questions or would like to add someone to our List of Parish Shut-Ins, please see or contact Fr. Jason.  May God continue to bless you and guide you!

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH PARISH SHUT-INS (2018)

Mr. Albert Fadell                                Mrs. Helen Fadell

Elderwood Assisted Living                Elderwood Nursing Home/Rehabilitation Center

5271 Main Street                                2850 Grand Island Blvd

Williamsville, NY 14221                   Grand Island, NY 14702
317.376.2562                                              
Mrs. Luba Japadjief                           Mrs. Catherine Tony                         

189 Tremaine Ave.                            274 Wadsworth Ave.                        

Kenmore, NY 14217                         Tonawanda, NY 14150                     

716.876.6823                                     716.695.3068                                     
Mrs. Mary Massey                            Mr. Miro Gergoff       
3192 Amsdell Road                          508 Massachusetts Avenue

Hamburg, NY 14075                        Buffalo, NY 14213

716.649.4029                                    
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PARISHIONER PHOTOS TAKEN FOR NEW PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY
SUNDAY JANUARY 13, 2019 and SUNDAY JANUARY 20, 2019
· On Sunday January 13 and Sunday January 20, Justin Huett will be here to take professional photos of our parishioners for the New Updated Parish Photo Directory.  Please make every effort to be present on one of these two Sundays to have our photos taken.  If we are unable to be here and would still like to have our photo in the Parish Directory, please submit a digital photo to Fr. Jason via email (jvansuch@hotmail.com). 

· It is not a requirement to have our photo in the Parish Directory.  So please do not feel obligated. 

· If anyone has any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason, Amil, or any member of the Parish Council. 

ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CHURCH UPCOMING SERVICES/EVENTS
JANUARY 2019
   13 – Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour

   20 – Installation of Parish Council Members
           Parish Council Meeting (12:30 pm)

   28 – Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM

   29 – Eve of the Feast of the Three Hierarchs
Great Vespers with Litiya at 6:00 PM

   30 – The Feast of the Three Hierarchs
                 Divine Liturgy at 9:30 AM

FEBRUARY 2019
      1 – Eve of the Great Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
           Great Vespers with Litiya at 6:00 PM
      2 – The Great Feast of The Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
                 Divine Liturgy with Blessing of Candles at 9:00 AM
                 Great Vespers at 4:00 PM
      3   – Youth Sunday    
        “Super Bowl Luncheon”
        “Souper” bowl of Caring Sunday (IOCC/Buffalo City Mission)
     8 – Parish Family Night
     9 – Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser with Basket Raffle
   10 –   Sisterhood of St. George Meeting during Coffee Hour
             Church School Q&A with Fr. Jay (Confession)
   12 –   Mats for Mission Outreach Ministry Project (6:30 to 8:00 PM)
   13 –   Monthly Dinner at Kevin Guest House (5:30-7:30 PM)
   17 –    Parish Council Meeting (12:30 PM)
   20 –   Monthly Community Healing Prayer Service– 6:30 PM
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

For more information about the above services and events

and upcoming services and events in the life of our parish,

please contact Fr. Jason at 875-4222 or jvansuch@hotmail.com
or visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
UPCOMING COCCNF EVENTS
· January 19: Feast of Theophany on the Old Calendar 
· Divine Liturgy at Ss Theodore Church (9:30 AM)
· Procession to Glenn Falls for Blessing of Water
· Lunch back at the Church
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE NEW 2019 COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE 
 LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!
BE SURE TO SEE THE 2019 HOME BLESSING SIGN UP SHEET LOCATED IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL!!
BE SURE TO LOOK IN THE PARISH FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR THE 2019 LITURGICAL WALL CALENDARS!!
ALSO OUR GOAL IS TO HAVE THE NEW UPDATED PARISH PHOTO DIRECTORY BY FEBRUARY!!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRESIDENT’S CORNER….

To Our Family Members of St. George Church: 

Below is an update of the week ending January 12th.

1.   The metal strip around the carpeting in the Church, will be repaired next week

2.   The new windows ordered for the front of the Church (Choir Area and Candle Desk/Children’s Area)  

      should be installed by the end of January, hopefully.

3.   Reminder hand towels needed.  If anyone can donate some, please bring them to 

       church with you and place them on the kitchen counter. 
4.   Reminder about Fundraising Committee Meeting on Saturday January 19 (see details in 

      today’s bulletin)  

Have a Blessed week.

Uncle Bud

Parish Council President
aslaiman2014@gmail.com   Home:  716-773-2961 Cell:     716-574-5842
A NOTE FROM FR. JASON……

Below is an article from The Orthodox Observer (A Publication of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese)
As we began the New Year, let us make a new beginning with our life in Christ…our life with Christ…our life through Christ! As we read the below article, I ask each of us to reflect upon our own life in its entirety and ask ourselves: “Am I on time with my life in Christ?”
“Its About Time!” 
 By Fr. Angelo Artemas

In today’s corporate world, the issue of punctuality is being approached with increasing seriousness. The norm for U.S. business culture tends to allow a five-minute window for showing up for appointments, but in many other countries being on time is late.

Jim Schlecker, founder of the Inc. CEO Project, who works closely with CEO’s, observes the following: I’d like to zero in on people who are habitually late and what message that behavior sends to the rest of us. In short, it tells us that our time is less valuable than theirs. If being late is one of your bad habits, you need to break it now or risk insulting friends and business associates. Show you value someone else’s time as much as you value your own. Tackle your tardiness. Punctuality shows respect.

Greek Orthodox faithful are notorious for being late to church. The same is not the case for faithful from other Orthodox Jurisdictions, and certainly not the case for faithful from other Christian denominations. Why are we so late for church when we can make it court, the doctor office, the theater, stadiums, arenas, the airport, school, and work on time? Our ancestors were diligent to wake up early and make sure they opened their business as early as 5am or 6am, and would not have dared open late. What message are we sending other people about how much we value church, and what message are we sending our children? Do we need any other data to understand why younger generations are not remaining in the church? Why should anyone take our worship seriously when people can just parade in any time they want?

The Divine Liturgy is not like some kind of open exhibit in a gallery – it has a specific beginning, an edifying and vivifying body, and a compelling dismissal. In order to fully participate and experience its richness, faithful should arrive before it begins.  The Word of God (Epistle, Gospel, AND Sermon) must be heard before the Word of God (The Eucharist/Holy Communion) is received.  Receiving without hearing is like marching in graduation ceremonies without ever receiving course instruction. Those who receive without hearing are walking away as staged Christians; those who received after hearing walk into the world to change it. Jesus taught the multitudes before He fed them. He taught His disciples before He celebrated the Last Supper, and He opened their minds to understanding the Scriptures before He broke bread. His disciples changed the world. 

Stewardship has often been described as Time, Treasure, and Talent. Average financial contributions to their churches among the Greek Orthodox faithful is far below other denominations. Is there a correlation between how we approach time and treasure?   
Consistently one of the biggest pet peeves of brides and wedding planners is guests who arrive late for the ceremony. Those guests disrespect the bride on her special day. Another issue altogether is skipping the service and attending the reception – how is this not obnoxious? No bride should be disrespected on her day and neither should The Bride of God/The Church be disrespected on The Day of the Lord. 

Enough about Greek Time! It is neither cute nor quirky, it is disrespectful. Enough about excuses and difficulties and traffic(especially that horrendous Sunday morning traffic); being on time is a choice!  It is time to serve the Lord.  God help us if we think our time is more valuable than His. 

