If anyone would like to schedule a panahyda (Memorial Service), Baptism, Christmation, Wedding, or would like to have use of the Church or if there is an emergency or someone is taken to the hospital or nursing home, please see or contact Fr. Jason at (716) 875-4222 (rectory/office), 
(609) 851-3811 (cell) or jvansuch@hotmail.com. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++
For more information about upcoming services and events within the life of 

St. George Orthodox Church, please visit our website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com or you may wish to contact our Parish Priest, 
Rev. Jason Vansuch at (716) 875-4222!
For more information about renting our Beautiful Church Hall which is available for weddings, birthday parties, meetings, etc, please visit our hall website: http://www.saintgeorgehall.com  or you may contact us at (716) 873-9106. 

May GOD continue to bless and guide you and your family!
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A NOTE ON ORTHODOX WORSHIP
The Orthodox Church invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Services. The Orthodox Church does not practice open communion but invites everyone to come and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Hence, only those Orthodox Christians who have properly prepared themselves through prayer, fasting, and absolution/confession can come to receive Holy Communion.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Altar Candles are offered by St. George Orthodox Catholic Church. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

TODAY’S WEEKLY MESSENGER IS SPONSORED BY: 

Mr. Victor Shanchuk for the continued good health of the parishioners, families, and friends of St. George Orthodox Catholic Church
+++++++++++++++++++++++

*Please refer to the Weekly Bulletin and Church Website for any changes to the calendar! 
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4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. Prophet Ezekiel (6th c. B.C.). Ven. Simeon of Emessa, Fool-for-Christ, and his fellow ascetic, Ven. John (ca. 590). Ven. Onuphry (Onuphrius) the Silent, and Ven. Onísim, Recluse, of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—12th-13th c.). The “ARMATIA” Icon of the Most-holy Theotokos. 

EPISTLE:                             Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom                   GOSPEL:                                                              
Romans 6:18-23                                                                         Matthew 8:5-13
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
GLORY TO JESUS CHRIST           GLORY FOREVER!

_____________________________________________________________________
W   E   L   C   O   M   E!


We welcome all to the Divine Liturgy this morning, especially those who are visiting with us at St. George Orthodox Catholic Church. Everyone is invited to the Parish Fellowship Hall following the Divine Liturgy for Christian Fellowship. It is our prayer that your experience this morning was spiritually uplifting and you will return very soon to pray with our parish family. 

               May the Lord bless you with many years of good health and happiness.

_____________________________________________________________________
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THE SCHEDULE OF WEEKLY SERVICES and ACTIVITIES
SUNDAY JULY 21, 2013
The Hours – 9:30 AM            Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Service for The Blessing of Vehicles following Divine Liturgy!

Coffee Hour Fellowship in the Parish Hall following Divine Liturgy!

Church Clean-Up following Coffee Hour! 
SATURDAY JULY 27, 2013
Great Vespers – 4:00 PM
SUNDAY JULY 28, 2013
The Hours – 9:30 AM            Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
Coffee Hour Fellowship in the Parish Hall following Divine Liturgy!

++++++++++
Coffee Hour Fellowship in The Parish Fellowship Hall following Liturgy every Sunday!!
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     (Continued Prayers)

Priest Vladimir and Matushka Jeanine        
Priest John and Matushka Joanna 
Priest Antonio (Hogar Raphael)
MATUSHKI

Mat. Barbara  (Kucynda)                Mat. Genevieve (Glagolev)               Mother Ines

Mat. Eugenia (Nehrebecki)            Mat. Dorothy (Timko)                       Mother Ivonne
Matushka Paraskeva (Vansuch)                                                                    Mother Maria
Family/Friends/Parishioners of St. George Orthodox Catholic Church 
Catherine          Ivan/Marina          Bonnie (Dan)
Serena               Edwina                    John (Tony)
Sarah                 Irene                        Kendall (13 yr. old patient of Sbdn. Mark)
Lilian                                                   Terry (relative of Sbdn. Mark)

Diocesan Prayer List      

Expectant Mothers                     Mothers
Those Serving in The Armed Forces 
Kenneth, Nadine, Jason, Robert, Andrew
Those Celebrating their birthdays/anniversaries                                     
FOR THY DEPARTED SERVANTS OF GOD:
All of the pastors and parishioners of This Holy House who have departed this life.
Ever-Memorable Archpriest Eugene Vansuch  
Ever-Memorable Archpriest George Timko   
Newly-Departed Servants of God
Anna (Herz) (Family Friend of Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia)  

*If anyone would like to have their loved ones added to the prayer list for remembrance during the Divine Liturgy, please see or contact Fr. Jason.*
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HYMNS FOR THE DIVINE LITURGY
Troparion  for Resurrection – Tone 3
Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be glad!

For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. He has trampled down death by death. He has become the first born of the dead. He has delivered us from the depths of hell, and has granted to the world//great mercy.

Troparion  for Holy Great-Martyr George — Tone 4
As Deliverer of captives and defender of the poor, Healer of the infirm, Champion of Kings, Victorious Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ our God for our soul’s salvation.
Troparion  for Holy Prophet Ezekiel — Tone 2
We celebrate the memory of Thy Prophet Ezekiel, O Lord;

through him, we beseech Thee:// save our souls!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion  for Resurrection – Tone 3
On this day Thou rose from the tomb, O Merciful One,
leading us from the gates of death. On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the Prophets and Patriarchs//

they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Thy power. 
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
{3}
Steadfast Protectress    Tone 6       (Hymn to the Theotokos)
Steadfast Protectress of Christians, constant advocate before the Creator.  Despise not the entreating cry of us sinners, but in Your Goodness come speedily to help us who call on You in faith!  Hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos!! For You always protect those who honor You!
PROKEMEINON   Tone 3
Sing praises to our God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
v. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!

ALLELUIA VERSES

In Thou, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! 
Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me!

THE HYMN TO THE THEOTOKOS

It is truly meet to bless You, O Theotokos, ever blessed and most pure and the Mother of our God.  More honorable than the Cherubim and more glorious beyond compare than the Seraphim.  Without defilement, You gave birth to God the Word, true Theotokos, we magnify You! 
COMMUNION HYMN
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!  
Alleluia! Alleluia!  Alleluia!
{4}     
============================================
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**FLOWERS FOR THIS WEEK**
On the Tetrapod and 

In front of the Icon of Our Lord and The Theotokos 

Are offered by St. George Orthodox Catholic Church
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====================================================
* * * * * PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCE * * * * *

PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP IN OUR DAILY PRAYERS
All of our beloved parishioners and family members who are in
hospitals, nursing homes, or homebound.

FOR THE HEALTH OF THY SERVANTS:

HIERARCHS

Metropolitan THEODOSIUS           Metropolitan HERMAN       Metropolitan JONAH

CLERGY (Ill-afflicted) 
Archpriest Herman {Schick}           Archpriest Thomas  (Edwards)      

Archpriest Alexey (Karlgut)           Archpriest Alexander (Atty)           

Archimandrite Athanasy                 Archpriest Timmothy (Holowatch)   
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UPCOMING EVENTS WITHIN THE LIFE OF OUR PARISH
1. Blessing of Vehicles for Feast of Prophet Elijah – Sunday July 21
2. Parish Council Meeting – Sunday August 4

3. Anniversary Celebration of our Parish –Saturday August 10 and Sunday August 11
4. Organizational Meeting to set up Calendar of Services/Events for OCT 2013-AUG 2014 – TBD 

5. Opening of Church School – Sunday September 8

More details and information about the above
upcoming events will be available within the near future. 
UPCOMING EVENTS WITHIN THE DIOCESE OF NEW YORK and NEW JERSEY

August 3, 2013: Church School Teacher’s Conference 

                       (St. Basil Church Watervliet, NY)
August 22, 2013: Diocesan Youth Day – Six Flags Theme Park

September 5, 2013: Annual Clergy Retreat – Clifton, NJ

November 12-13, 2013: Diocesan Assembly – Holy Trinity (Yonkers, NY)

++++++++++++++++

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS
Once again, we are beginning to make plans for the upcoming Church School Year which will begin on September 8 with the Opening Moleben Service following the Divine Liturgy. Also on this day we will a Church School Picnic on the Rectory Property. With this in mind, a letter to all parents along with the registration form and the calendar of classes/events will be mailed/emailed to all parents in a few weeks.  Please return all registration forms to June Pavlov by Sunday September 1 so that proper preparations for our classes can be made!!  
If anyone has any questions, please see Fr. Jason or June Pavlov.  Thank you.
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EPISTLE LESSON FOR TODAY
Romans 6:18-23 
BRETHREN:

And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
GOSPEL LESSON FOR TODAY
Matthew 8:5-13
Let us Attend!  

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it. 
When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same hour.
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=========================================================
= = = Scriptural Readings for the Week = = =

Monday         Romans 12:4-5, 15-21                             Matt. 12:9-13
Tuesday         Romans 14:9-18                                     Matt. 12:14-16, 22-30
Wednesday    Romans 15:7-16                                     Matt. 12:38-45
Thursday       Romans 15:17-29                                   Matt. 12:46-13:3
Friday            Romans 16:1-16                                     Matt. 13:4-9
Saturday       Romans 8:14-21                                      Matt. 9:9-13
Sunday          Romans 10:1-10                                      Matt. 8:28-9:1 

=========================================================
As a friendly reminder………
Great Vespers is served every Saturday at 4:00PM.  If you are able to, I encourage you to join us as we celebrate this beautiful evening prayer service which helps prepare ourselves for the celebration of The Divine Liturgy on Sunday Morning which begins at 10:00 AM! We should make every effort to come to the services that are offered so that we can enrich our spiritual growth and well as enrich our Life in Christ.  

++++++++++++++++++
** ST. GEORGE’S NEW PARISH WEBSITE **
As we know, in today’s world, a major channel that is used to reach our surrounding community is technology. One of those channels is through our parish website. However, our parish website has not been up and running for some time now. So, last weekend, Fr. Jason met with Fr. Vladimir (Ss Peter and Paul’s) to review and work on updating a new parish website for our church. After hours of working on the website, we are pleased to announce that St. George Orthodox Catholic Church has a new parish website: www.stgeorgebuffalo.com!  
Please be sure to check it out and visit it on a regular basis.  Let us know what you think. If anyone has any questions, concerns, thoughts, ideas, comments, or suggestions, please let Fr. Jason know. As this is our parish website, we want to present and share with the world who we are at St. George Orthodox Catholic Church: A parish family guided by God’s Love and Teachings.  
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HOMESPACE :  Supervised Independent Living Program

This program is designed to provide foster care and supervision 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year for (17) 18-21 year olds currently in the foster care system.  It provides lodging and assists with independent living skills.  Every resident is expected to be working on educational, vocational, family and personal goals.  The girls who apply and live at Homespace are often pregnant when they arrive or have young infants and children.

The Homespace Mission:  To provide a safe and nurturing transitional living environment with supportive services for single parent families that prepares them to achieve and maintain their independence.
One of the volunteers, Diana Tick, has asked for our help in creating a Baby Angel Closet containing basic supplies that would help in caring for the babies living at Homespace.  
Following is a list of the items needed:


Bottles


Blankets 


Diapers


Wipes


Socks


Baby Shampoo, Lotion, Powder, Diaper Rash Cream


Sleepers, Onesies


Pacifiers

Please put your items in the rolling cart or in the basket near it or give them to Julie Ricci or any other Council Member.  We will be collecting items throughout July and August.

All of our children are our future so let us care for them now.

Thank you for your generosity. 

May God continue to bless and guide all of you.
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REPENTANCE – The Key to The Kingdom of God

In Matthew 11: 2-20, we read Jesus' description of John the Baptist. He calls John "more than a prophet" and says John is the "messenger" written about by the prophet Malachi. Jesus goes on to "upbraid the cities where most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent." 
That word "repent" is often associated with John, who began his ministry with the same words Jesus used as He started to minister: "Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand!" If you asked a number of people what the word "repent" means, and what Jesus Christ and John were calling their hearers to do, several answers would probably be offered. 
Some people believe that the word "repent" is a warning that we need to change our ways not out of love and respect for God, but in order to escape the punishment that He has vengefully planned for those who fall into sin. Others would say that to repent is to acknowledge that we are hopelessly entangled in sin, with no means of escaping the wrath of our angry Maker. 
Bishop Kallistos Ware writes about the Orthodox experience of repentance in the first volume of his collected works, entitled "The Inner Kingdom." There he reminds readers that a view of repentance which only involves lamentation, despair, or fear of God's retribution is at best incomplete and at worst seriously wrong. He writes, "To repent is to look, not downward at my own shortcomings but upward at God's love; not backward with self-reproach, but forward with trustfulness. It is to see, not what I have failed to be, but what by the grace of God I can yet become." 
Bishop Kallistos stresses the fact that God wants to forgive, not punish. This is emphasized by the Church's description of Christ as the "physician of souls" who knows very well how weak and prone to sin we are, and who stands ready to "blot out our transgressions" (in the words of the Lenten hymn) if we repent of them. The Church helps us repent through the Sacrament of Confession. As Bishop Kallistos points out, neither the person confessing nor the priest hearing the confession is central in this sacrament. The absolution we receive is given by Christ Himself, with the priest as witness and counselor. The bishop writes, "In common with all the sacraments, Confession involves a joint divine-human action, in which there is found a convergence and "cooperation" (synergy) between God's grace and our free will. Both are necessary; but what God does is incomparably the more important." 
John the Baptist addressed crowds with stirring words: "Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!" (John 1: 29). These are not the words of a grim and frowning preacher, verbally beating people up for their faults. They are words of hope, filled with wonder at the goodness and mercy of God, who responds with love to all who repent.
{8}
PARISH LIFE OF ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH

1. ANNOUNCEMENTS IN THE WEEKLY BULLETIN

If anyone would like to have an announcement or recognition of some sort in the weekly bulletin or would like to have an announcement made on Sunday Morning, please get it to Fr. Jason by Thursday Afternoon and he will make sure it is placed in the weekly bulletin.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to see or contact Fr. Jason at the Rectory – (716) 875-4222 or on his cell phone (609) 851-3811.  You may also contact Father via his email address: jvansuch@hotmail.com. Thank You very much for your cooperation!  May God continue to bless you and guide you.
2. WEEKLY BULLETIN and FLOWER and ALTAR CANDLE SIGN-UP SHEETS

If you would like to sponsor the weekly bulletin, please see the sign-up sheet on table in the back of church. The donation to sponsor the weekly bulletin is $15.  Please see Reader John Kirwan to hand in your donation or send it in to the church.  If you have any questions or concerns, please see or contact Fr. Jason. Also, if you would like to donate or bring flowers for church, please see the sign-up sheet on table in the back of church.  If have any questions or concerns or if you would like Fr. Jason/Mat. Katia to pick up the flowers for you, please see or contact Fr. Jason or Mat. Katia.

3. COFFEE HOUR NOTES 

If anyone is interested in or would like to host a coffee hour, please see the sign-up sheet located on the wall near the kitchen in Fellowship Hall.  If anyone has any questions or concerns about hosting coffee hour, please do not hesitate to ask Tita, Mary, or Christine and they will be able to help you.  
Thank you for your continued support!                   May God Bless All of You!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++

***Always remember to check out our parish website (www.stgeorgebuffalo.com) , the Diocesan Website (www.nynjoca.org), 

The OCA Website (www.oca.org), and other Orthodox Websites periodically for updates on “What is Happening in the Life of our Church”! ***
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ST. GEORGE ORTHODOX CATHOLIC CHURCH
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE COMMUNITY 

AND
THE CONSECRATION OF THE NEW ALTAR

AND

THE ORDINATION TO THE HOLY DEACONATE OF SUBDEACON MARK HOEPLINGER 
AUGUST 10-11, 2013

Please plan on making every effort to join us as we come together with His Grace Bishop MICHAEL as he leads us in this three-fold celebration of our beloved parish. For more information about the dinner on August 11 as well as placing an AD in the Anniversary Book, please see the flyers located in the Parish Fellowship Hall. If anyone has any questions, please see Fr. Jason, Julie or any member of the parish council. 

++++++++++++++++
2013 DIOCESAN YOUTH DAY

Thursday August 22, 2013

Six Flags Great Adventure – Jackson, NJ

Please refer to the flyer on the table in the back of church for more information.  If anyone has any questions, please see or contact Fr. Jason.

++++++++++++++++
St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church Annual SerbFest 2013
St. Stephen Serbian Orthodox Church

Corner of Abbott and Weber Roads – Lackawanna, NY

Saturday July 27                                            Sunday July 28

12 Noon to 12 Midnight                              12 Noon to 10:00 PM

For more information, please refer to the flyer located on the bulletin board in the Parish Fellowship Hall.
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A POEM FOR THE WEEK

Do We Love................?
 
A story is told about a soldier who was finally coming home after having fought in Vietnam. He called his parents from San Francisco. "Mom and Dad, I'm coming home, but I've a favor to ask. I have a friend I'd like to bring home with me." "Sure," they replied, "we'd love to meet him." "There's something you should know," the son continued, "he was hurt pretty badly in the fighting. He stepped on a land mind and lost an arm and a leg. He has nowhere else to go, and I want him to come live with us." "I'm sorry to hear that, son. Maybe we can help him find somewhere to live." "No, Mom and Dad, I want him to live with us." "Son," said the father, "you don't know what you're asking. Someone with such a handicap would be a terrible burden on us. We have our own lives to live, and we can't let something like this interfere with our lives. I think you should just come home and forget about this guy. He'll find a way to live on his own." At that point, the son hung up the phone. The parents heard nothing more from him. A few days later, however, they received a call from the San Francisco police. Their son had died after falling from a building, they were told. The police believed it was suicide. The grief-stricken parents flew to San Francisco and were taken to the city morgue to identify the body of their son. They recognized him, but to their horror they also discovered something they didn't know, their son had only one arm and one leg. The parents in this story are like many of us. We find it easy to love those who are good-looking or fun to have around, but we don't like people who inconvenience us or make us feel uncomfortable. We would rather stay away from people who aren't as healthy, beautiful, or smart as we are. Please share the love of God with every one you find on your way.
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